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Further  Teftimony  to  TRUTH, 

Revived  out   of  the 

RUINS   of  the   APOSTASY: 

O    R, 

Several  Things  opened  from  the  Spirit  of 
Truth,  touching  the  Way  of  Life  and 
Salvation ; 

WHICH      WILL 

Reach  to  the  Witnefs  in  the  Hearts  of  ihofe  whofc 
Spirits  are  quickened,  and  whofe  Ears  and  Under- 
ftandings  are  opened  by  the  Spirit  and  Power  of 
the  Lord. 

Written  In  a  deep  Senfe,  and  tender  Love, 

By    ISAAC    PENINGTON. 


*'  Arife,  fhlne  j  for  thy  Light  is  come,  and  the  Glory  of  the 
Lord  is  rifen  upon  thee.  For  behold,  the  Darknefs  fhall 
cover  the  Earth,  and  grofs  Darknefs  the  People  ;  but  the 
I-rord  fhall  arife  upon  thee,  and  his  Glory  (hall  be  feen  upon 
thee.  And  the  Gentiles  (hall  come  to  thy  Light,  and  the 
Kings  to  the  Brightnefs  of  thy  Rifing."     Isai.  Ix.  i,  2,  3. 

♦'  O  Houfe  of  Jacob  i  Come  ye,  and  let  us  walk  in  the  Light 
of  the  Lord,"     Isai.  ii.  5. 
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PREFACE. 


OH  !  how  excellent  and  precious  is  the  nanoe  of 
the  Lord,  in  this  our  day,  among  his  people, 
whom  he  hath  gathered  out  of  the  worldly  fpirit  unto 
himfelf,  and  whom  he  mightily  defendeth  in  that 
wherein  he  hath  gathered  them !  Infomuch  as  it  may 
now  be  laid  inwardly,  as  it  was  of  old  outwardly, 
Pfal,  Ixxvi.  "  In  Judah  is  Cod  known ;  his  name  is 
"  great  in  Ifrael.  In  Salem  alfo  is  his  tabernacle,  and 
'^  his  dwelling-place  in  Sion.  There  brake  he  the 
*'  arrows  of  the  bow,  the  fhi^ld,  and  the  fword,  and 
"  the  battle,  Selah."  Oh  !  what  mighty  things  hath 
the  Lord  God  done  in  and  for  the  fpirits  of  his  people  ! 
How  hath  he  fcattered  the  darknefs  from  about  them, 
broke  the  chains  which  held  them  in  captivity !  How 
hath  he  rifen  up  agairift  all  the  enemies  of  their  fouls, 
difcovered  their  fnares,  fnapped  in  funder  the  weapons 
of  war,  which  the  fpirit  of  darknefs  hath  formed  and 
lifted  up  againft  them  !  And  how  hath  he  preferved 
them  in  life,  in  peace,  in  purjty,  in  holinefs,  in  his 
power  and  dominion  (over  that  fpirit,  and  the  devices 
thereof)  to  this  very  day  !  He  lives  and  reigns  ia 
power  over  all  j  and  becaufe  he  lives,  we  live  alfo  ; 
and  becaufe  he  reigns,  thofe  that  are  in  his  life  and 
Spirit  partake  of  his  holy  reign  and  dominion  (over 
fm,  hell,  death,  and  the  powers  of  darknefs)  with 
him.  Lo  1  this  is  our  God  j  this  is  he  whom  we  have 
fought  after,  and  waited  for  j  and  now  his  power  is 
made  manifeft,  now  his  righteoufnefs  and  falvation  is 
Kvealed,  how  can  our  fouls  but  b^  glad  and  rejoice 
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therein !  Yea,  how  can  we  conceal  the  good  tidings 
of  the  day  of  our  God,  and  of  the  gofpcl  of  his  fal- 
vation,  which  hath  arifen  and  broke  in  upon  us !  How 
can  we  but  defire  to  awaken  the  minds  of  men  out  of 
their  fleep,  and  call  upon  them  to  {hake  off  the  drow- 
finefs  and  blacknefs  of  the  night,  and  to  lift  up  their 
eyes  towards  the  hill  and  mountain  of  God's  holi?iefs, 
that  they  alfo  may  behold  the  beauty  of  his  day  in 
others,  and  wait  for  the  fpringing  of  his  life  and  glory 
in  themfelves  ! 

Now  there  is   fomewhat  revealed  of  God,    of  his 
own  nature^  power,  and  Spirit,  wherein  we  have  met 
with  him.     To  this  we  invite,  of  this  we  fpeak,  con- 
cerning this  we  teftify,  as  being  that  which  the  Father 
will  honour,  and  wherein  he  hath  and  will  appear.    It 
is  a  poor,  weak,  low  thing  to  confider  of,  or  behold 
with  the  eye  and  underftanding  of  man ;  but  there  is 
the  riches,  the  glory,  the  life,  the  righteoufnefs,  the 
peace,  the  joy,  the  everlafting  power  of  the  kingdom 
in  it ;  and  to  them  that  receive  it  in  the  demonftration 
of  God*s  Spirit,  and  in  the  love  of  it,  it  is  the  wifdom 
of  God  and  his  power  to  the  redemption  and  falvation 
of  their  fouls.     Indeed  of  all  the  wife  builders  (out 
of  the  true  fenfe  and  power)  it  is  rejeded  at  this  day, 
as  it  always  was  old  j    but  to  us  who  are  called  of 
God,   taught  by  him,  who  have  received  an  under- 
flanding  from  him,  &c.  we  know  the  value  of  that, 
which  comes  from  him,  being  inftruded  by  him  not 
to  judge  according  to  the  appearance,  but  to  judge 
the  righteous  judgment  i  and  in  the  righteous  judg-; 
ment,  in  the  balance  of  the  fanftuary,  we  find  this 
little  defpifed  light  to  be  ele(5i:  and  precious,  even  the' 
foundation-ftone,  the  corner-ftone,  and  the  top-ftone 
of  the  building  of  God.     And  this  we  teftify  to  men 
in  true  love,  and  from  certain  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience which  we  have  received  from  hinri  that  is  .true, 
and  hold  in  him  that  is  true.  "'   "  ''   *' 

Now  this  precious  pearl  (of  y^hich  we  teftify)  lies 
hid  deep  within  ;  and  thither  muft  men  come  to  know 
it,  to  purchafe  it,  to  poffefs  it  5  and  thither  it  is  the 
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defire  of  our  hearts  to  bring  men.  Nor  do  we  open 
the  things  of  God  before  men  to  this  end,  that  they 
might  get  a  knowledge  thereof  into  their  brains,  and 
feed  on  it  there  j  but  through  tender  love  we  bring  thefe 
things  a  little  into  the  very  view  of  men  (as  the  Lord 
enables  us)  j  not  that  they  might  flick  there,  but  that 
having  a  tafte  of  the  excellency  and  beauty  of  truth, 
they  might  be  inflamed  (with  defires  after  it)  to  tra- 
vel thither,  where  it  is  to  be  had.  Therefore  dwell 
not  in  the  notion,  delight  not  in  the  outward  know- 
ledge of  the  thing  itfelf  (though  the  knowledge  be 
ever  fo  fweet,  pleafing,  fatisfaftory,  and  demonflra- 
rive  to  the  mind)  j  but  come  to  the  everlafting  fpring. 
Feel  the  meafure  of  life  in  thy  particular,  and  that 
will  lead  thee  to  the  fpring  of  life,  from  whence  the 
meafure  comes  as  a  gift  from  the  Father  to  thee,  to 
bring  thee  to  the  Father.  And  fingly  for  this  end 
have  I  been  drawn  to  write  what  follows,  in  fervice 
to  the  Lord,  in  faithfulnefs  to  him,  in  dear  love  to 
the  fouls  of  men,  efpecially  of  thofe  who  have  for- 
merly been  travellers,  and  have  felt  fomewhat  of  the 
Lord,  and  yet  retain  defires  and  breathings  in  their 
hearts  after  him.  Oh  !  that  the  Lord  would  touch 
their  fpirits,  difcover  to  them  the  way  everlafting,  and 
lead  them  therein  to  do  that  which  their  fouls  darkly 
defire  and  feek  after ;  to  which  there  is  no  other  way 
than  that  which  hath  been  from  the  beginning,  only 
there  have  been  various  difcoveries  and  manifeftations 
of  the  one  way  !  But  what  greater  difcovery  can  there 
be  than  of  the  thing  or  feed  itfelf,  which  the  Lord 
hath  been  pleafed  to  make  manifest  in  this  day  of  his 
glorious  mercy,  love,  and  power,  whereof  he  hath 
raifed  up  many  witnefles,  whom  he  hath  enabled  (by 
his  Spirit  and  power)  to  give  a  living,  clear,  certain 
teftimony  to  ?  Happy  is  the  ear  that  hears  1  for  that 
alio  muft  be  of  God,  as  the  melTage  and  melTengers 
are  known  to  be. 
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A      FURTHER 

TESTIMONY    to    TRUTH. 

Some  QUERIES  concerning  Christ's  Hlghtr; 
eoufnefs,  how  it  juftifieth.  Whether  as  in- 
wardly revealed  and  dwelling  in  the  Heart,  ot 
only  as  imputed,  or  both. 


i  1  {•# 


^ery  i.  TS  not  Chrift  the  righteoufnefs  and  juftii 
X  fication  of  the  foul  with  God  ?  Is  not  he 
made  of  God  unto  us  righteoufnefs,  and  are  not  we 
made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him  ?  How  is  this' 
done  ?  Is  it  not  by  being  ingrafted  into  him,  covered 
with  him  ?  Is  this  a  meer  imputation  ?  or  is  it  not 
rather  a  bringing  the  foul  into  the  thing  itfelf,  and  a 
drawing  his  nature,  life,  and  Spirit  over  the, foul, 
which  was  and  is  always  righteous  in  itfelf,  and  fo 
accounted  of  God  ?  And  he  that  is  found  in  him, 
clothed  with  him,  emptied  of  himfelf,  and  filled  with 
him,  is  he  not  really  righteous  in  the  fight  of  God  ? 

^eiy  2.  Is  not  the  principle  of  life,  which  is  from 
Chrift,  of  the  fame  nature  with  Chrift  ?  is  not  it  alfo 
holy  and  righteous  ?  yea,  is  not  Chrift  the  fulnefs  in 
it  ?  And  he  that  receiveth  this  principle,  doth  he  not 
receive  life,  receive  Chrift,  receive  righteoufnefs  ? 
Can  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  be  feparated  from  the 
feed  of  his  life,  nature,  and  Spirit  ?  Can  a  man  deny 
himfelf,  go  out  of  himfelf,  give  up  to  that,  and  be 
found  in  that,  and  not  found  in  the  righteoufnefs  ?  or 
can  a  man  come  to  righteoufnefs  by  imputation  With- 
out that  ? 
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^ery  3.  This  principle  or  feed  of  life  being  from 
Chrift,  of  Chrift,  and  one  with  Chrifl:  in  nature, 
though  not  of  the  fame  flaturc  and  fulnefs,  yet  hath 
it  not  the  property  and  virtue  of  all  that  is  of  Chrift 
in  it  ?  Do  not  all  the  prontiifes  belong  to  this  feed, 
and  go  along  with  this  feed  ?  Doth  not  all  that  is 
good  in  man  Tpring  up  from  this  feed  ?  He  that  re- 
ceives this,  doth  he  not  receive  that  which  is  right- 
eous, and  which  makes  him  righteous,  fo  far  as  he  is 
of  it,  and  in  it  ?  V'Ca,  the  facrifice  of  Chrift  in  the 
flefti,  the  virtue  thereof,  the  forgivencfs  of  the  Father 
for  the  fake  of  his  Son  j  doth  it  not  go  along  with 
this  ?  and  is  it  not  accepted  for  that  man  who  is  found 
here,  and  his  iniquities  (which  he  committed  for- 
merly) freely  forgiven  him  for  his  name's  fake  ?  Yea, 
arc  not  his  fins  afterwards  alfo  blotted  out  upon  the 
fame  terms,  he  returning  ro  this,  abiding  in  this,  and 
being  found  in  this,  and  wherein  the  remifTion  of  fin, 
and  the  power  againft  fin,  is  alone  to  be  felt  and 
received  for  ever  ?  So  here  is  the  imputation  in  its 
right  place,  and  the  right  ufc  and  pleading  of  the 
facrifice  of  the  Son,  which  here  (in  this  its  proper 
place,  and  in  this  ftate)  prevails  with  God,  and  not 
otherwife.  For  the  kingdom,  the  righteoufnefs,  the 
peace,  the  joy,  the  pov;er  thereof,  &c.  is  placed  by 
God  in  this  feed,  which  is  as  a  grain  of  muftard  feed  : 
and  he  that  ever  finds  it,  muft  fo  find  it  j  and  he  that 
ever  joins  to  it,  muft  fo  join  to  it ;  and  he  that  ever 
receiveth  it  aright,  muft  fo  receive  it. 

^ery  4.  Is  not  he  that  is  born  of  God,  new  created 
in  Chrift  Jcfus  ?  and  is  not  the  nev^  creature  and  new 
creation  righteous  in  the  fight  of  God  ?  When  'iVdam 
was  created  at  firft,  he  was  created  in  God's  im^gej 
and  was  not  that  image  righteous,  and  he  righteous 
i-n  that  image  ?  And  v/hen  man  is  regenerated,  re- 
newed, brought  again  into  the  image,  is  not  the 
image  again  holy  and  righteous,  and  he  in  the  image  ? 

^uery  5.  Is  not  faith  the  gift  of  God  ?  And  is  it 
not  holy,  fpiritual,  and  righteous  in  its  own  nature, 
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and  in  the  creature  to  whom  it  is  given  ?  And  being 
given  to  the  creature,  is  it  not  owned  by  God  as  fuch, 
and  fo  juftified  in  the  creature  ?  Is  not  the  faith  which 
is  of  God,  as  righteous  as  the  unbelief  from  the  root 
of  bittcrnefs  is  unrighteous  ?  And  doth  not  God  own 
and  juftify  that  as  righteous,  as  well  as  condemn  and 
reject  the  other  as  unrighteous  ? 

^ery  6.  Is  not  the  obedience  of  the  foul  in  Chrift, 
and  from  the  principle  of  his  life  in  the  foul,  and 
through  his  Spirit,  righteous  ?  nay,  as  righteous  and 
juftifiablc  in  the  fight  of  God,  as  the  difobedience  of 
the  firft  nature  is  unrighteous  ? 

^ery  7.  Are  not  all  the  works,  which  are  wrought 
in  God,  righteous  ?  and  doth  not  he  that  doth  truth, 
bring  them  to  the  light,  that  it  may  be  made  manifeft 
that  they  are  wrought  in  God,  (John  iii.  21.)  Now 
there  is  no  condemnation,  but  juftification,  to  the 
deeds  that  are  wrought  in  God ;  as  there  is  no  jufti- 
fication, but  condemnation,  to  the  works  that  arc 
wrought  out  of  him. 

So  that  here  now  he  that  is  indeed  of  God,  he  that 
is  new  created  in  Chrift  Jefus,  he  knows  the  Father 
and  fountain  of  righteoufnefs,  the  Son  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  the  righteous  feed,  the  righteous  faith  and  obe- 
dience of  the  feed,  and  the  works  which  are  wrought 
by  the  power  and  in  the  Spirit,  which  being  brought 
to  the  true  light,  are  always  juftified  by  it. 


Concerning  the  True  Church  and  Ministry^ 

THERE  is  a  great  noife  in  the  world  about  church 
and  miniftry.  Many  are  affirming  which  is  it^ 
and  many  are  doubtful  and  enquiring  about  it  v  and 
many  are  truly  and  groundedly  fatisfied,  having  re- 
ceived the  knowledge  of  the  thing  from  God,  who  is 
not  deceived  about  it,  nor  deceiveth  any,  but  givcth 
the  true  luiderftanding  of  thefe  and  other  things,  to 

them 
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them  that  wait  upon  him  aright ;  to  wit,  in  his  fear, 
and  in  the  filence  of  the  flefhly  wife  part  before  him. 
Now  I  have  a  teftimony  to  give  concerning  thcfe 
things,  which  that  ear  which  is  of  God  can  hear,  and 
to  that  I  defire  to  fpeak. 

That  is  the  church  which  is  the  fpiritual  body  of 
Chrift,  The  church  is  Chrift's  fpoufe,  he  the  hufband. 
The  head  is  living,  and  fo  are  all  the  members  of  the 
body.  The  head  is  anointed,  and  the  oil  wherewith 
the  head  is  anointed,  runs  down  from  the  head  upon 
all  the  body  j  and  that  upon  which  the  oil  runs  not, 
is  none  of  the  body.  Now  no  outward  thing  can 
make  one  a  member  of  this  bodyj  much  lefs  can  any 
outward  thing,  way,  profeflion  or  pradice,  make  a 
church.  The  church  under  the  law  was  made  fo  by 
outward  things,  by  an  outward  gathering,  an  outward 
circumcifion,  an  outward  law,  an  outward  worHiip, 
i^c,  but  the  gofpel  is  a  ftate  of  fubftance,  a  ftate  of 
the  invifible  things,  of  perfons  invifibly  gathered  by. 
the  Spirit  into  the  life  and  power  of  God,  inwardly 
circumcifed,  inwardly  baptifed  with  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
and  with  fire,  inwardly  worlhipping  in  Spirit  and  truth, 
bowing  at  every  found  and  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus : 
and  what  is  of  an  outward  ftate  here,  is  brought  forth 
and  preferved  by  the  power  of  the  inward  appearing, 
and  dwelling  in  it.  So  that  this  is  the  church  now : 
a  people  gathered  by  the  life  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord  i 
a  people  gathered  by  the  power  from  on  high,  abiding 
in  the  power,  adting  in  the  power,  worfhipping  in  the 
power,  keeping  in  the  holy  order  and  government  of 
life  (both  inwardly  in  their  own  hearts,  and  outwardly 
in  their  affemblings  and  walkings)  by  the  power. 
Chrift  was  made  a  king,  prieft,  and  prophet,  not  after 
the  law  of  a  carnal  commandment,  but  after  the 
pov/er  of  an  endlefs  life  ;  and  in  this  power  he  gathers, 
governs,  and  preferves  his  church,  and  miniftereth 
from,  and  by,  his  Spirit  and  power  in  it.  Now  find 
this  power  of  the  endlefs  life,  find  a  people  any  where 
gathered  by  this  power,  and  in  this  power  •,  there  is 
the  church,  there  is  the  living  body,  there  is  Chrift 

the 
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the  head,  whofe  dominion  Jind  ftrength  is  over  all, 
againft  whoixi  the  gates  of  hell  cannot  prevail. 

And  fo  for  the  minifters  o(  this  church.  The  fame 
thing  that  gives  to  know  the  church,  gives  to  know 
the  minifters  thereof;  for  they  alfo  arc  of  God,  called 
by  him,  receiving  power  from  him,  and  abiding  and 
miniftering  in  that  power.  So  that  there  are  three 
things  requifite  to  a  true  miniftry,  without  which  they 
tannot  be  right,  or  execute  their  office  rightly. 

I.  They  muji  be  called  by  God.  The  miniftry  under 
the  law,  this  was  their  warrant  -,  they  were  called  and 
appointed  of  God  thereunto.  Chrift  himfelf  took  not 
the  honour  to  himfelf,  but  he  was  called  of  God  to 
this  priefthood,  as  Aaron  to  his.  So  the  apoftles  and 
minifters,  in  the  firft  publication  of  the  gofpel,  were 
called  and  appointed  by  Chrift.  And  when  the  ever- 
lafting  gofpel  is  again  to  be  preached,  God  fends  hiis 
angel  with  it,  as  Rev.  iv.  6. 

1.  They  muJl  receive  ability  and  power  from  God.  Th6 
elders  that  were  to  help  Mofes,  were  to  receive  of  his 
fpirit.  Under  the  law,  the  priefts  were  to  be  anointed 
with  the  outward  literal  oil,  and  the  minifters  of  the 
gofpel  are  to  be  anointed  with  the  inward  fpiritual  oil. 
Their  work  is  fpiritual  j  and  how  can  they  perform  it, 
but  by  the  anointing,  by  that  prefence,  guidance,  life, 
virtue,  and  power  of  the  Spirit,  putting  itfelf  forth 
in  them  ?  The  apoftles  themfelves,  who  had  been 
taught  by  Chrift,  who  knew  his  converfation  and  doc- 
trine, who  were  eye-witnefles  of  what  they  were  to 
publilh,  and  had  received  an  authority  and  commifllon 
from  him,  yet  were  not  to  go  forth  meerly  upon  this 
call  and  commifllon,  but  to  wait  for  power  from  on 
high ;  and  when  they  had  received  the  Spirit  and 
power,'  then  they  were  made  able  minifters  of  the  New 
Tcftament,  not  of  the  letter,  but  of  the  Spirit  anci 
power. 

3.  They  muft  abide  in  the  power ,  keep  in  the  power, 
feel  the  motion^  virtue^  and  ajftjlance  of  the  power,  in  all 
their  work  and  fervice.  They  muft  neither  pull  down, 
nor  build  up,  nor  watch  over,  or  overfec  the  flock  irt 
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their  own  wifdom,  in  their  own  fpirit,  in  their  own 
wills ;  but  in  the  anointing,  in  the  light  and  guidance 
of  the  Lord.  This  gathering,  this  building,  this 
work  of  the  Lord  begins  out  of  flefh,  out  of  man  ; 
and  flefh  muft  be  kept  out  of  the  whole  carrying  on 
of  it. 

And  indeed,  unlefs  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel  be  in 
the  Spirit,  in  the  life,  in  the  power,  how  can  they 
minifter  to  the  nature,  to  the  fpirit,  to  the  life  in  the 
body  ?  yea,  fo  much  as  to  the  leaft  member  in  the 
body  ?  They  may  minifter  outward  knowledge  to  the 
man's  wifdom,  to  the  man's  underftandirig;  but  that 
is  not  the  food  that  is  to  be  miniftered  to  the  church, 
nor  is  that  part  in  man  to  be  fed  by  the  true  minifter. 
But  they  are  to  minifter  life  (living  food)  from  the 
living  fountain,  from  the  head,  from  the  Spirit  of 
Chrift  in  them,  to  the  particular  members  under  their 
charge ;  and  fo  are  to  be  good  ftewards  and  Ihepherds 
to  the  flock,  giving  every  one  their  proper  portion  in 
due  feafon. 

It  was  no  fmall  matter  to  be  a  minifter  under  the 
law.  It  was  eafy  to  err,  and  minifter  amifs  then.  It 
was  eafy  erring  from  the  letter,  unlefs  great  care  and 
circumfpe6lion  was  ufed  to  keep  ftridlly  to  it. 

But  it  is  a  much  more  weighty  thing  to  minifter 
under  the  gofpel,  to  receive  the  power,  to  minifter  in 
the  power,  to  that  which  is  begotten  and  born  of  the 
power.  And  this  is  precious,  and  (without  contro- 
verfy)  of  God,  wherever  it  is  found.  But  they  only 
that  are  of  God  can  hear  and  receive  this  miniftry, 
(as  I  John  iv.  6.)  The  uncircumcifed  ear  cannot  hear 
here,  nor  the  wife  and  knowing  according  to  the  flefti. 
The  wifdom  of  God  is  fooliihnefs  to  him,  and  the 
myfteries  of  his  kingdom  (the  myftery  of  his  life, 
and  the  true  godlinefs)  are  riddles,  and  diredl  madnefs 
to  the  eye  of  his  wifdom  :  fo  far  is  man  degenerated 
from  God,  and  bound  down  with  chains  of  darknefs 
and  corruption.  And  he  that  would  know  the  true 
church,  or  be  of  it,  and  hear  the  voice  of  God  in  his 
true  miniftry,  muft  firft  take  up  the  crofs  to  that  part 
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in  him  which  is  not  of  God,  and  receive  from  God 
the  eye  which  fees,  and  the  ear  which  hears. 


An  OBJECTION  concerning  the  Newnefs 
of  the  Way  of  Truth,  anfwered  ;  With  a 
tender  expoftulating  Exhortation. 

Object.  T  7*  is  qhjie^ed  againji  us,  that  this  'Which  ws 
X.  ^^fiify  tOy  hold  for  thy  and  fra^ije,  is  a  new 
way^  fprung  up  of  late^  never  known  nor  heard  of  in  the 
world  till  fome  few  years  ago, 

Anf.  The  light  eternal,  when  it  fhineth  out  of  the 
darknefs,  after  the  great  apoftafy  from  the  Spirit  and 
life  of  the  apoftles,  is  new  indeed  to  thofe  that  were 
overwhelmed  and  buried  in  the  darknefs  of  the  night, 
and  fo  never  faw  or  heard  of  it  before ;  but  it  is  not 
new  in  itfelf,  but  the  fame  that  it  was  from  the  begin- 
ning. This  feed  of  life,  this  feed  of  blcffing,  is  the 
fame  that  was  promifed  at  firft  to  bruife  the  ferpent's 
head.  The  fame  which  was  promifed  to  Abraham, 
when  the  gofpel  was  preached  to  him.  The  fame 
that  faved  all  (that  believed  in  it)  under  the  law ;  for 
it  was  not  the  types  and  ftiadows,  and  outward  ordi- 
nances, which  faved  the  foul  then,  but  the  feed,  wha 
was  the  Saviour  from  the  beginning,  and  is  the  Savi- 
our all  along,  even  to  the  end :  and  it  was  the  fame 
which  was  the  gofpel  in  the  days  of  the  apoftles.  They 
preached  the  feed  alfo,  the  word  of  faith ;  Chrift  the 
way,  Chrift  the  power.  Yea,  all  along  the  times  of 
the  apoftafy,  this  was  the  thing  that  preferved  the 
witnefles,  faving  them  from  being  fwallowed  up  in 
the  darknefs,  and  keeping  them  alive  in  their  tefti- 
mony. .  And  there  is  no  other  thing  held  forth  now  by 
thofe  who  are  in  the  truth,  and  raifed  up  by  the  power 
of  God  in  it  to  give  teftimony  to  it.  This  is  it  from 
whence  life  hath  fprung  in  any  that  have  felt  life, 
in  all  ages  and  generations,     ^his  is  the  root  and  off- 
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rpring  of  Davidi  the  bright  and  the  morning  Jiar,     This 
^is  the  deftre  of  all  nations  (Oh  !  that  they  knew  their 
define)  and  their  faving  health  too,  without  which  they 
can  never  be  healed  !  And,  O  ye  !  who  ever  fdt  any- 
thing of  God  at  any  time,  which  was  true,  either  in 
reading  the  fcriptures,    or  hearing  a   miniflry,  or  in 
private  breathings,  &c.  this  was  it  which  gave  you  to 
feel   in  that  ftate,    to  defire  after  the  Lord,   to   turn 
fronn  vanity,  to  long  for  communion  with  him,  &c. 
Oh  !  that  ye  were  fo  far  in  it  now,  as  ye  have  been  in 
times  paft  !  For  there  is  no  other  thing  we  teftify  to 
you  of  (or  defire  to  draw  you  to)  than  that  which  was 
the  root  and  ftrengdi  of  your  life  in  thofe  days.     I  re- 
member that  time  very  well,  and  what  I  was  and  feJt 
among  you,  nor  can  I  deny  it  at  this  day,  but  know 
that  it  was  of  the  Lord  i    yea,  my  foul  bleffeth  his 
name  in  the  remembrance  of  it :  but  he  that  fticks  in 
the  letter  of  that  (having  loft  the  life  thereof)  is  in 
a  dead  ftate  before  the  Lord  j  and  in  that  dead  ftate 
hath  not  the  true  fenfe  and  feeling,    and  then  muft 
needs  err  and  miftake  concerning  the  truth,  and  (in 
that  error)  make  ufe  of  his  wifdom  and  knowledge  to 
refift  and  oppofe  it.     And  this  brings  more  death  and 
darknefs  upon  the  foul,    inlomuch  as  the  very  light 
there  becomes  darknefs,  and  the  very  life  dead  ;  and 
if  they   could    truly  look    inwards,    they  would   fee 
that  they   are  not  now  there,  what  once  they  were, 
nor  their  duties  or  ordinances  (as  they  account  them) 
fuch  ;  but  ablafting  and  withering  is  come  upon  them, 
from  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord,  and  they  have 
loft  their  beauty  and  frefhnefs,  to  all   that  with  a  true 
eye  behold  them.     Therefore  come  back  to  the  life; 
know  that  which  formerly  gave  you  life.     Is  it  re- 
moved? ftick  not  behind,  but  follow  on.     Oh  1  know 
the  Lamb,  who  is  the  leader  I  And   this  is  the  great 
duty  of  duties  to  follow  him  whitherfoevcr  he  goes. 
He  may  in  his  tender  mercy  vifit  in  Egypt,  in  Sodom, 
in  Babylon :  but  thefe  are  not  the  places  of  his  reft, 
nor  fo  to   be  efteemed,    becaufe  he   once   appeared, 
vifited,  touched,    refrefhed  ^  the  foul  there.      But  his 
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dwelling-place  is  Sion,   his  holy  city  is  Jerufalem, 

where  the  Chriftians  dwelt  with  him  before  the  apo- 

ftafy,  and  where  thofe  that  are  redeenned  out  of  the 

apollafy  are  again  to  dwell.     For  the  darknefs  of  the 

night  is  not  to  diminifh  or  take  away  any  of  the  beauty 

or  brightnefs  of  the  day  for  ever ;  but  the  brightnefs 

and  beauty  of   the   day,    in  its   rifing   and   glorious 

growth,  is  to  overcome  and  fwallow  it  up.    Therefore 

lofe  no  more  time  in  difputings,  in  thoughts,  in  rea- 

fonings,    in  confultings,   with  that  which  will   never 

advife  the  foul  for  its  good  j  but  wait  on  the  Lord, 

that  ye  may  come  (through  his  leadings)  to  the  true 

fenfe  of  his  feed,  to  the  feeling  of  the  nature  of  his 

eternal  light  and  life  in  the  heart ;  and  that  will  put 

an  end  to  difputes  j  yea,  fcatter  the  difputing  mind, 

and  powerfully  determine  the  controverfy  in  the  pure 

fcnfe  and  demonftration  of  the  Spirit.     And  he  that 

knoweth  any  thing  of  this,  let  him  abide  here,  wait 

here,  live  here,  dwell  here,  and  breathe  to  the  Father 

here,  watching  narrowly  over  that  which  would  lead 

from  hence,    and  draw  the   mind  into  another  way, 

wifdom,  and  fpirit.     And  thus,  O  poor  foul !  if  the 

Lord  touch  thine  heart,    and  open  thine  eye,    thou 

wilt  fee  thy  beloved,  even  the  choiceft  among  ten 

thoufand  •,  whom  none  can  parallel,  whom  nothing  is 

like  to  for  excellency  of  nature,  nor  is  there  any  can 

do  for  the  foul  as  he  !   It  is  felt,  it  is  experienced,  it 

is  teftified  unto  you  in  the  love,  and  in  the  truth  :  oh  1 

that  ye  could  hear !  They  are  not  the  words  of  the 

letter,  nor  the  obfervation  of  all  that  is  in  the  letter, 

that  can  give  life ;    but  his  voice  gives    life.     The 

words  that  he  fpeaks  (at  any  time)  are  Spirit  and  lifej 

and  if  he  fpeak  them  not,  iuf  letter.     So  this  is  it  we 

live   upon  i  not  the  bread  which  we  can  make ;  not 

the  things  we   can  gather  or  comprehend  from  the 

letter ;  but  the  words  which  proceed  from  the  mouth 

of  God.     Now  this  feed  is  his  mouth,  in  and  through 

which  he  fpeaks  to  our  fouls,  who  fear  before  him, 

and  wait  upon  him,  in  his  own  eternal  and  everlafting 

ordinance,   at  the  door  and  potts  of  the  everlafting 

wifdom  t 
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wifdom.  And  here  we  meet  with  all  in  fubftance,  In 
life,  in  frefhnefs,  in  purity,  in  power,  that  ever  we 
met  with  of  God  j  and  we  meet  with  fomewhat  more 
alfo  than  we  formerly  met  with.  And  this  teftimony 
is  given  forth  to  you  in  the  love  of  God,  from  his 
tender  bowels,  which  know  your  prefcnt  ftate,  your 
wants,  your  wanderings,  your  deep  prejudices,  and 
fettled  hardnefs  againft  his  truth;  yet  he  remembers 
the  days  of  your  youth,  and  cannot  give  over  feeking 
after  you,  and  crying  unto  you.  Oh  !  when  will  ye  turn, 
ivhen  will  ye  hear,  when  will  ye  wait  to  feel  life  in  the 
Bprit,  and  not  increafe  death  in  you  from  the  Utter  \ 


CAUTION 


T  0      T  H  O  S  E 

Who  are  at  any  Time  touched  with  the  Power 
of  Truth  ;  how  they  afterwards  hearken  to 
and  let  in  the  Enemy,  and  fo  thereby  have  the 
good  Seed  ftolen  away,  the  true  Senfe  loft,  and 
the  Mind  filled  with  Prejudices  and  Stumbling- 
blocks  inftead  thereof. 

THE  Truth  of  God  being  received  into  the  in- 
ward parts,  is  found  to  be  of  a  living  powerful 
nature,  working  mightily  there  for  the  cleanfing  and 
redeeming  of  the  hearts.  Yea,  this  is  certainly  wit- 
neffed,  that  as  the  mind  joined  to  deceit,  is  thereby 
defiled  j  fo  the  mind  joined  to  the  truth  of  God,  is 
by  its  power  and  virtue  purified. 

Now 
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Now  having  felt  this,  and  being  filled  with  the 
'love  and  good-will  of  God  to  the  fouls  of  others, 
how  can  we  but  teftify  it  to  others,  who  ftand  in  need 
of  God's  truth  (and  its  cieanfing  property  and  virtue) 
as  well  as  we  j  efpecially  being  thereunto  moved  and 
drawn  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ? 

Now  when  the  Lord  giveth  forth  the  found  in  its 
power  and  life,  it  many  times  pierceth  deeply  through 
the  earthly  veil,  and  reacheth  to  its  own ;  which 
(being  reached  to)  anfwers  to  the  teflimony,  faying. 
It  is  Truth.  So  here  is  a  beginning  of  the  work  of 
God  in  that  heart,  the  foul  being  touched  with  his 
truth,  feeling  it  inwardly,  and  yielding  in  fome  mea- 
fure  to  the  overcoming  virtue  and  power  of  it. 

But  then  comes  the  fubtil  one,  whofe  defign  and 
labour  is  to  undermine  and  overturn  the  work  of  God 
in  the  foul  j  and  he  begets  doubts,  and  jealoufies,  and 
queftiqnings,  both  concerning  us,  and  concerning  the 
dod:rine  taught  by  us,  to  fuggeft  into  the  mind,  as  if 
it  were  not  (nor  indeed  could  be)  of  God  :  and  fo 
bringing  the  difpute  and  determination  into  another 
part  than  where  truth  got  entrance,  he  eafily  fways  the 
mind  to  determine  againft  its  own  former  feeling,  and  to 
turn  fronts  that  work  wl\ich  was  begun  to  be  wrought 
in  it  by  God,  and  from  the  worker  alfo.  And  thus 
many  poor  hearts  are  entangled  and  carried  back  into 
captivity,  who  began  to  feel  the  ftirrings  of  truth  in 
their  hearts  (wherein  is  the  power  of  redemption) 
which  would  have  redeemed  them  as  well  as  others, 
had  they  received  it  in  the  love  of  it,  and  became 
fubjed  to  it. 

Oh  !  it  is  a  precious  thing  to  receive  from  God  a 
fpirit  of  difcerning,  which  gives  abjlity  to  difcern  his 
Spirit  from  the  fpirit  of  deceit  1  yea,  i;  is  impoflible 
to  be  preferved  in  the  right  Spirit  and  way,  b,ut  as  this 
is  felt.  For  how  can  the  Lord  b?  received  in  all  the 
motions  and  operations  of  his  Spirit  ?  or  h^ow  can  the 
contrary  fpirit  be  turned  from  in  all  its  fubtil  devices, 
twiftings,  and  reafonings  in  the  mind,  unlefs  there  be 

a  dif^ 
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a  difcerning  (in  the  true  light  of  the  Lrord)  what  is  of 
the  one,  and  what  of  the  other  ? 

And  ye  that  would  not  be  deceived,  fmk  deep  be- 
neath the  thoughts,  reafonings,  and  confultations  of 
the  earthly  mind,  that  ye  nnay  meet  with  fomewhat 
of  the  kingdom  and  power  (which  carries  its  own 
evidence  and  dcmonflration  with  it)  and  may  be  ga- 
thered into  it,  and  find  a  fenfe,  knowledge,  and  judg* 
ment  there,  which  never  was  deceived,  nor  can  de- 
ceive. Know  the  ele(5l  of  God,  which  the  deceits  pafs 
over,  and  cannot  reach  -,  for  its  nature  and  birth  is 
beyond  them.  It  came  from  the  light  of  the  Father, 
It  lives  in  the  light  of  the  Father.  It  fees  in  that 
light  i  yea,  there  its  judgment  and  underftanding  is, 
where  deceit  never  had  power  to  enter.  But  he  that 
confiders  as  a  man,  fees  as  a  man,  judges  as  a  man, 
concerning  the  things  of  God,  by  what  he  can  gather 
out  of  the  fcriptures,  or  conclude  from  his  own  fenfe, 
knowledge,  and  experience,  he  may  eafily  err  j  yea, 
indeed,  he  is  in  the  way  of  error  in  fo  doing.  For 
the  pure  religion,  the  pure  knowledge,  the  right  judg- 
ment, the  living  faith,  begins  in  the  power  and  dc- 
monflration of  the  Spirit  -,  and  thefe  are  its  limits, 
out  of  flefh,  out  of  man,  out  of  his  will,  out  of  his 
wifdom,  out  of  the  compals  of  his  comprehenfion. 
And  he  that  palTeth  not  thefe  bounds,  never  meets 
with  the  life,  power,  and  virtue  of  truth.  He  may 
meet  with  a  body  of  notions  and  formed  knowledge, 
wherein  he  may  tell  of  the  fall  of  man,  and  reflora- 
tion  by  Chrifl,  and  very  exactly,  according  to  a  literal 
defcription  :  but  the  life,  the  true  knowledge,  the 
powerful  virtue  is  another  thing,  and  is  met  with  in 
another  country,  whitlier  man  cannot  travel,  but  as 
he  is  flripped  of  himfclf,  and  new  formed,  made  and 
brought  forth  in  another. 

Oh  !  therefore,  ye  that  defire  after  the  Lord  (that 
would  be  his,  that  would  feel  him  yours,  that  would 
know  his  truth  in  the  life  and  power  of  it)  wart  for 
the  demonfbations  of  his  Spirit  j  learn  to  diftinguifh 
inwardlv,  between  his  teachings  from  his  Spirit,  and 

VoL.IV.  B  the 
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the  teachings  of  another  fpirit  from  the  letter.     For 

it  is  fo  indeed  :  that  other  fpirit  would  have  taught 
Chrift  foi  and  he  will  teach  any  elfe  fo,  that  will 
hearken  to  him.  Now  he  that  is  taught  fo,  and  fol- 
lows fuch  teachings,  wanders  from  God,  is  not  ac- 
cepted with  him,  but  follows  that  which  leads  from 
him,  under  a  pretence  and  appearance  of  leading  to 
him.  And  here  hardnefs  and  deadnefs  grow  and  in- 
creafe,  the  foul  being  turned  from  that  which  is  living, 
and  alone  able  to  give  life. 

Quell.  But  how  may  I  do^  who  am  weaky  and  full  of 
doubts  and  fear  Si  to  keep  in  the  fenfe  of  truths  and  to  come 
to  a  certainty  that  I  am  not  deceived  therein  ? 

Anfw.  To  thee,  who  putteft  this  queflion  in  the 
uprightnefs  and  fimplicity  of  thy  heart,  I  have  fome- 
what  to  fay. 
*  I.  Mind  how  thou  wafl  touched^  mind  how  thou  waft 
reached,  obferve  what  ear  was  opened  in  thee,  and 
breathe  to  the  Lord  to  keep  that  ear  open  in  thee,  and 
the  other  fhut.  For  this  I  can  affure  thee  in  the  truth 
of  God,  that  with  that  ear  which  the  Lord  opened  to 
truth  (which  thou  fclteft  his  Spirit  unlocking  in  thee, 
and  letting  in  truth  by)  I  fay,  with  that  ear  thou 
fhalt  never  be  able  to  let  in  any  thing  afterwards  con- 
trary to  truth.  But  if  the  enemy  can  open  the  other 
ear,  that  will  hear  his  prejudices,  his  jealoufies,  his 
doubts,  his  fears,  his  temptations,  and  let  them  in, 
to  thruft  out  that  which  entered  at  the  other  ear.  Now 
canft  thou  not  diftinguifli,  O  poor  foul  (a  little  to 
help  thee)  between  that  which  brought  fome  fenfe  of 
truth  into  thee,  and  that  which  rifeth  in  thee  againft 
truth  ?  Oh  !  fear  before  the  Lord  !  oh  !  watch  and 
pray,  that  when  the  tempter  comes,  thou  enter  not 
with  him  into  temptation,  and  fo  lofe  thj  union  and 
growth  in  that  which  is  invaluable. 

1,  Keep  thine  eye  and  heart  upon  the  precioufnefs 
of  what  thou  felteft.  Oh  !  remember,  how  frefli,  how 
warm,  how  living  it  was  j  how  it  reached,  how  it 
overcame,  how  it  melted.    The  remembrance  of  this 

(cleaved 
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(cleaved  to  in  tht*  mind)  will  be  a  ftrength  againft  the 
temptations  and  fubtil  devices  of  the  enemy. 

3.  Meddle  not  with  the  things  that  the  enemy  cafts  into 
thy  mind.  Confider  not  whether  they  be  To  or  no.  He 
that  confiders  of  a  temptation  (in  many  cafes)  hath 
let  it  in,  and  is  overcome  already.  When  Eve  did 
but  hearken  to  what  the  Serpent  faid,  how  foon  was 
Ihe  loft  and  gone  ?  The  enemy  many  times  brings 
temptations  beyond  the  ftate,  capacity  and  ability  of 
the  foul  to  determine.  Thefe  things,  at  prefent,  are 
too  high  for  thee.  Thou  haft  not  yet  received  a  pro- 
portion of  life  from  God  to  determine  them  by  j  and 
if  thou  run  beyond  thy  meafure,  and  determine  things 
in  thy  mind,  which  as  yet  are  beyond  thy  reach,  thou 
muft  needs  run  into  the  fnare. 

4.  ^he  preftnt  determining  of  thefe  things  would  not  he 
of  fo  great  advantage  to  thee^  as  thou  mayejl  apprehends 
Why  fo  ?  Becaufe  the  enemy  hath  many  temptations 
and  devices  of  the  fame  kind  (as  well  as  of  other 
kinds)  which  he  would  bring  one  after  another.  And 
when  he  brings  a  fecond,  a  third,  &c.  that  which 
engaged  thee  to  confider  of  the  firft,  would  engage 
thee  alfo  to  confider  of  the  reft.  And  if  thou  couldeft 
find  one  anfwered,  and  not  the  other,  that  would 
appear  to  thee  as  fo  much  the  more  weighty,  and  thou 
wouldft  hardly  be  able  to  efcape  confenting  to  the 
tempter  therein.  Therefore  the  way  is  to  keep  out 
of  him,  in  the  upright  fenfe  of  what  the  Lord  wrought 
in  thee  j  for  fo  far  he  is  with  thee,  and  abiding  there, 
thou  art  out  of  the  enemy's  reach.  But  being  drawn 
by  the  enemy  to  confider  of  things  that  are  out  of 
thy  reach,  thou  therein  layeft  thyfelf  open  to  his 
fnares  and  betrayings. 

5.  Mind  what  was  forbidden  thee,  or  required  (f  thee 
in  that  time,  when  thou  felteji  the  warmth  from  God, 
For  there  is  then  an  heavenly  voice,  ^and  an  heavenly 
vifion  moft  commonly  in  the  heart,  though  the  enemy 
turns  the  mind,  as  much  as  may  be,  from  heeding  it. 
There  is  then  oftentimes  fomewhat  of  the  worldly 
nature  and  courfe  difcpvered,  or  fomewhat  of  God's 

B  X  will 
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wUl  made  manifeft ;  fomewhat  that  thou  doft  (or  haft: 
done)  which  then   thou  feeft  to  be  not  of  the  Father, 
but  of  the  world ;  and  fomewhat  perhaps  of  the  Fa- 
ther,  which  thou  knoweft  thou  oughteft  to  becomes 
fubjed  to,  but  thou  art  afraid  of  the  crofs,  or  fhame^- 
or  wouldft  fain  have  fome  more  clearnefs  firft.     Oh ! 
call    this    to    mind    afterwards  j    and    if   ever    thou 
wouldll  receive  life,  and  come  into  union  with  God's 
truth,  and  receive  his  Spirit  and  power,  and  be  efta- 
blifhed  therein  ;    become   obedient   to   the   heavenly 
vifion  !  Confult  not  with  flefh  and  blood,  but  enter 
into  the  obedience  of  that  very  thing,  which  was  for- 
bid or  required,    be  it  little  or  much.     This   is  the 
right  way,  this  is  that  thy  mind  fhould  be  exercifed 
in.     And  if  thy  mind  be  exercifed  faithfully  here,  the 
Lord  will  ftrengthen  thee  againft  the  tempter,  when 
he  comes  with  his  temptations  and  fubtil  obje6tions. 
But  if  thou  falter  here,  and  become  unfaithful  in  the 
little,  thou  art  not  like  to  meet  with  more,  no  nor 
with  the  prefervation  of  the  Lord  in  that  little.     And 
indeed  this  is  the  caufe  of  the  mifcarriage  of  many, 
becaufe  they  received  not  that  little  which  was  made 
manifeft,  in   the  love  of  it  -,  but  had  pleafure   in  the 
onrighteoufnefs,  and  fo  lingered  in  pleafmg  the  fpirit 
of  the  world,  both  in  themfelves,  and  others,  when 
they  were  called  by  the  Lord  to  quit  it,  and  travel 
out  of  it. 

6.  Wait  for  the  renewings  of  life  and  fenfe  in  thee  from 
God ;  wait  for  another  vifit,  wait  for  another  touch 
and  demonftration  of  his  Spirit.  Where  didft  thou 
meet  with  it  ?  Go  thither  again,  wait  there  again, 
and  look  up  to  the  Lord  to  ftay  thy  fpirit  till  he 
appear  again. 

But,  oh  !  take  heed,  that  before  the  light  arife  again, 
before  the  life  ftir  again,  thou  be  not  gone  (by  heark- 
ening to  temptations)  into  an  incapacity  of  knowing 
or  receiving  it.  For  this  is  the  way  of  the  Lord,  the 
experienced  wayj  after  him  (after  the  touches  of  his 
truth)  comes  the  tempter  with  his  reafonings,  deceits, 
likenefles,  &c.     Now  the  L6rd  is  trying  tliee,  how 

thy 
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thy  heart  will  (lick  to  him  :  and  if  thou  come  off 
from  the  temptation,  if  thou  Hand  clear  of  the  enemy, 
the  Lord  will  appear  to  thee  again  ;  ftrengthen  thee, 
comfort  thee,  open  more  to  thee,  lead  thee  further  in 
the  way  of  life,  and  nearer  to  the  power  and  purity 
thereof:  but  if  thou  draw  back  from  that,  wherein 
the  Lord  began  to  work,  the  Lord's  foul  hath  no 
pleafure  to  appear  any  further  to  thee,  or  work  any 
further  in  thee. 

And  one  thing  I  will  tell  thee.  If  thou  let  not  in 
the  enemy's  temptations,  but  abide  (under  the  clouds, 
under  the  ftorms,  under  the  tcmpefts,  under  the  con- 
fufed  reafonings,  fears,  doubts,  and  troubles)  looking 
towards  the  Lord,  waiting  for  him,  and  not  making 
a  league  with  the  enemy  againft  him  in  the  mean  time, 
the  Lord  will  certainly  appear  -,  and  when  he  doth 
appear,  thou  flialt  find  one  of  thefe  two  efFecls. 

Either  the  power  of  the  enemy's  objedions,  or  temp- 
tations, will  be  fo  broken,  as  thou  flialt  not  then  heed 
them ;  or  they  will  be  fo  ani'wered  by  the  appearance 
and  light  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  as  thou  fhalt  be 
fatisfied  about  them.  Now  which  of  thefe  is  th« 
better  for  thee,  the  Lord  God  knows,  and  that  thou 
fhalt  be  fure  to  receive  from  him  in  that  hour;  nei- 
ther will  he  leave  thee,  but  fecretly  fupport  thee  in 
the  mean  time;  thy  eye  and  mind  being  towards  him. 

The  light  and  power  of  the  Lx)rd,  when  it  arifeth, 
fcatters  and  breaks  that  into  pieces  in  the  mind,  which 
was  very  powerful  before  ;  io  as  the  foul  doth  not 
now  fo  much  as  mind  the  confidering  or  knowing  of 
that,  which  the  enemy  hath  made  it  believe  was  fo 
neceflary  for  it  to  know.  For  mark  ;  that  which 
caufeth  me  to  grow,  is  the  feeling  of  life,  the  fenfe 
of  the  Lord's  prefence  and  pov/er  with  me,  the  living 
knowledge,  the  knowledge  which  quickens,  and  gives 
life.  Now,  when  the  life  fprings,  when  the  light 
fhines,  when  the  Lord  in  the  power  and  precious  vifi- 
tations  of  his  truth,  reacheth  to  my  heart,  this  is 
prefent  with  me.  Then  what  matter  I  thofe  objec- 
tions and  prejudices,  which  ,the  enemy  calls  into  my 
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mind  ?  Nay,  I  cannot  heed  them,  being  taken  up 
with  another  thing  of  a  deeper  nature.  Thus  have 
I  often  found  it  by  experience  ;  all  that  troubled  me, 
jind  that  I  doubted  of,  vanifliing  in  a  moment  j  that 
being  prefent  with  me,  and  prevailing  in  me,  which 
puts  an  end  to  all  thoughts,  reafonings,  and  difputes. 

Again,  it  pleafeth  the  Lord  at  other  times  (when 
he  feeth  good)  to  open  the  mind,  and  let  it  into  the 
fight  of  thofe  things  (it  waiting  upon  him,  and  let- 
ting them  alone  his  feafon)  which  of  itfelf  it  could 
never  have  waded  through.     Thus  alfo  have  I  feen  the 
obje(5bions,  and  ftumbling^blocks  concerning  this  pre- 
cious people  (who  are  of  God,    as  the  firft-fruits  of 
his  powerful  vifitation  after  the  apoftafy)  ;  concerning 
their  principle,  way,  dodrine,  pra6l:ices,  &c.   opened 
unto  me  in  the  clear  light  of  God,  and  in  the  holy 
demonftrations  of  his  Spirit  j  infomuch  as  1  have  ma- 
nifeftly  feen,  and  been  fully  fatisfied,  that  what  was 
objefted  in  my  own  heart,  and  is  objefled  to  in  the 
hearts  of  others,  hath  been  from  the  fubtil  accufer  of 
the  brethren,  who  beareth  falfe  witnefs  againft  them,  and 
would  draw  as  many  as  he  can  to  partake  in  his  falfe 
teftimony,  and  fo  alfo  to  become  falfe  witneffes  againft 
God,  his  truth  and  people.     Therefore  beware,  all  ye 
that  defire  after  the  Lord,  and  would  meet  with  th€ 
reft  and  fatisfadion  of  your  fouls  in  him,  how  ye  be 
prejudiced   againft    that,   whereby    God   worketh   in 
others,    and  whereby  he  hath  appointed  to  work  in 
you,  and  all  whom  he  worketh  in.     For  he  hath  fent 
his  Son  to  give  life,  and  he  will  not  give  life  by  ano- 
ther.   And  ne  hath  appointed  his  Son  fhall  be  received 
as  a  prmcjplc,  as  a  feed  t(  life,  though  as  little  as 
a  grain  of  muftard-feed  j  yet  thus  muft  he  be  received  ; 
and  in  this  his  low  appearance  hath  he  the  prefence  of 
God  with   him,    and  his   power  and   authority  j   and 
what  he,  this  little  feed  (though  ever  fo  little)  re- 
quires, teaches,  forbids,  &c.  muft  be  obferved.     But 
there  is  none  upon  the  earth  can  own  or  fubmit  to 
this,  but  he  that   becomes  a  child  alfo  •,  yea,  a  very 
little  child.     Man's  fpirit,  man's  wifdom,  man's  know- 
ledge. 
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iedge,  man's  religion,  man's  zeal,  &c.  Is  too  big  to 
enter  here.  Men  are  too  wife,  too  knowing,  too 
rich  from  fcriptures  and  experiences  to  fubmit  to  this ; 
as  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  were  to  fubmit  to  Chrifl's 
appearance,  do6lrines,  and  preachings,  when  he  ap- 
peared among  them  in  that  body  of  fle(h.  Therefore 
come  into  the  true  feeling,  out  of  the  dead  knowledge 
into  the  living  fenfe,  where  life,  power,  righteoufnefs, 
yea,  the  peace  and  joy  of  the  kingdom,  is  tafted  of, 
and  in  fome  meafure  witnefled  by  thofe,  who  bow 
down  in  fpirit  before  the  leaft  or  lowed  name  or  ap- 
pearance of  Jefus  ;  the  loweft  degree  and  meafure  of 
whofe  life  is  King  and  Lord  over  death  for  ever. 


An  OBJECTION  agalnft  the  Principle, 
which  in  Faithfulnefs  to  God,  and  in  Love 
to  Souls,  we  heQ.f  Witnefs  to,  briefly  an- 
fwered, 

Objefb.  li/fANT  da  believe ^  and  in  that  belief  do 
Xy\^  obje^  again/}  ity  that  it  is  a  natural  prin- 
ciple., and  but  a  natural  principle :  and  Jo ^  in  its  utmojl 
improvement  y  could  lead  but  to  the  ft  ate  of  Adams  nature  ^ 
and  not  to  the  redemption  and  new  life^  which  is  in  and  by 
Jefus  Chrift. 

Jnf.  I  can  grant  that  it  is  natural,  in  a  fenfe;  but 
not  in  the  intended  {Q.n(c:.  It  is  a  principle  indeed  of 
God's  nature,  of  Chrifl's  nature  ;  but  not  of  man's 
nature.  It  is  that  which  Hands  a  witnefs  in  man  againft 
him,  when  he  falls  and  trangrefles.  It  is  a  light  in- 
deed that  fhines  in  his  confcience ;  but  it  was  before 
his  confcience  was,  and  h  of  an  higher  nature.  Man 
is  earthly  (with  his  underftanding,  knowledge,  reafon, 
judgment,  confcience)  ;  but  the  light  that  fhines  in 
him  (even  in  his  dark,  hard,  unregenerate,  earthly 
heart)  is  heavenly  i  fuch  as  his  darknefs  cannot  com- 
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prebend,  though  it  Ihine  in  his  darknefs.  But  wouldft 
thou  in  true  underftanding  know  what  it  is?  Feel  it^ 
come  out  of  that  darknefs  where  it  finds  thee,  into 
that  light  where  it  dwells,  and  then  thou  wilt  know 
it  indeed,  and  be  able  to  judge  of  it  better.  Now  I 
will  tell  thee  how  we  know  it  to  be  the  light  of  the 
pew  covenant.  Why  thus  :  Becaufe  we  find  it  dif- 
cover  to  us  the  new  covenant,  and  lead  us  into  it^| 
yea  alfo  fhew  us  the  fins  againft  the  new  covenant, 
^nd  furnifh  us  with  power  from  God  againfl  them, 
and  preferve  us  out  of  them.  And  with  this  demon- 
itration  indeed,  our  hearts  are  fatisfied  ;  though  we 
could  alfo  fay  further,  we  have  wknelTes,  both  in 
heaven  and  in  earth,  concerning  this  thing,  whofe 
teftimony  fully  conciudeth  it,  to  the  full  fatisfadion 
qf  the  foul,  where  it  is  heard  and  felt. 


Some  QjJESTioN  s  and  Answers  concerning 
the  New  Covenant  -,  opening  the  Nature  and 
Way  of  it,  as  it  is  experimentally  felt  in  the 
Heart,  and  witnefled  to  in  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures. 


Qucfl.  !•  TT  r  H^y  is  the  New  Covenant  ? 

W  Anfw.  It  is  a  new  agreement  be- 
tween God  and  the  foul,  different  from  that  former 
agreement,  which  was  between  God  and  the  people 
or  the  Jews.  It  is  a  precious  glorious  covenant,  con- 
taining precious  promifes  on  God's  part,  and  as  eafily 
to  be  obtained  on  the  creature's  part  as  can  poflibly 
be.  It  is  a  covenant  of  the  eternal  love  of  God  j  of 
life,  peace,  and  reft  to  the  foul  j  of  the  power  of  the 
Lord  ftretched  out  for  the  foul,  to  deliver  it  from 
Egypt  i  carry  through  the  wildernefs ;  bring  into  the 
Holy  Land  i  giving  it  its  proper  poffeffion  and  inhe- 
ritance there  j  and  maintaining  it  therein  againft  all 

its 
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its  enemies.  Y^a>  this  covenant  contains  very  pre- 
cious things,  which  the  foul  finds  great  need  of,  and 
rejoiceth  in  the  fenfe  and  prefence  of,  when  they  are 
felt  flowing  from  the  covenant  into  it ;  as  writing  the 
laws  of  God  in  the  heart,  putting  his  fear  in  the  in- 
ward parts  ;  yea,  putting  his  own  Spirit  within,  to  be 
3  fountain  of  life  and  ftrength  there,  whereby  he 
caufeth  the  foul  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  preferveth 
it  from  departing  from  him.  Likewife  in  this  cove- 
nant God  becomes  the  teacher,  who  createth  in  the 
foul  a  capacity  to  learn,  and  caufeth  it  to  heed  and 
profit.  And  in  this  covenant  there  is  a  forgiving  of 
iniquity,  and  a  remembering  of  fins  no  more,  but  a 
deftroying  and  rooting  out  of  that  which  caufed  to 
fin,  and  an  healing  of  the  backOidings  of  the  foul, 
and  a  loving  it  freely. 

Queft.  2.  How  is  this  covenant  made  with  the  foul? 

Anfw.  In  Chrift  the  feed,  who  is  all  in  this  cove- 
nant. He  is  the  light  of  it;  he  is  the  life  of  it;  he 
is  the  power  of  it  i  he  is  the  righteoufnefs  and  fancli- 
fication  of  it.  By  coming  into  him,  the  foul  comes 
into  this  covenant  j  by  abiding  in  him,  it  abides  in 
this  covenant  -,  and  by  growing  up  in  him,  it  grows 
up  in  this  covenant. 

Quefl.  3.  Is  this  an  abfoltitely  free  covenant?  or  are 
there  any  terms  or  conditions  required  of  the  foul  in  it  ? 

Anfw.  It  is  abfolutely  free  in  its  own  nature.  It 
comes  from  the  free  love  of  God,  it  contains  in  it  the 
free  love  of  God,  it  is  freely  offered  to  all  to  whom 
it  is  offered,  it  is  freely  given  to  all  to  whom  it  is 
given.  Here  is  no  price,  nothing  of  the  creature's 
required  for  it  i  all  that  is  required,  is  the  creature's 
receiving  of  it,  and  giving  up  to  God  in  it.  And 
here,  and  after  this  manner,  many  things  are  required 
of  the  creature,  without  which  the  creature  can  never 
come  to  receive  the  covenant,  abide  in  it,  or  reap  the 
bleflings  contained  therein.  This  the  fcriptures  abun- 
dantly teftify  to ;  as  alfo  the  experiences  of  thofe  v;ho 
know  and  feel  the  nature  and  virtue  of  the  covenant. 

Queft.  4.  IVhat  things  are  required  in  this  covenant 
according  to  thefcripturesj  and  according  to  the  experiences 

of 
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cf  thofe  that  enter  into  it,  and  reap  the  fruits  and  benefits 

Anfw.  I.  This  is  required,  that  when  the  Lord 
calls,  when  the  Lord  quickens,  when  the  Lord  touch- 
ech  che  hear  ,  openeth  the  ear,  giveth  a  faculty  and 
ability  of  hearing,  that  then  the  Lord  be  hearkened 
diligently  unto,  the  ear  (which  he  hath  opened)  kept 
open  to  him,  and  that  that  whereby  he  openeth  the 
one  ear  and  fhuts  the  other  be  kept  clofe  to>  and  he 
waited  upon  therein ;  the  true  ear  may  be  more  and 
more  opened  by  him,  and  the  other  ear  (which  is  apt 
to  hearken  to  and  let  in  the  enemy)  more  and  more 
fhut.  Who  is  there  among  us  that  hath  not  felt  the 
Lord  God  requiring  this  of  us  ?  Wherein,  as  he  hath 
been  anfwered,  the  work  of  God  hath  gone  on  in  us  ; 
and  as  he  hath  not  been  anfwered,  the  work  hath  gone 
backward,  and  not  forward.  And  the  fcripture  bears 
witnefs  to  the  fame,  as  Ifai.  Iv.  i,  2,  3.  where  the  free 
covenant  is  proclaimed ;  yet  there  is  fomewhat  even 
there  required.  "  Hearken  diligently  :  come  and  eat 
«  ye  that  which  is  good,  and  let  your  foul  delight 
**  itfelf  in  fatnefs.  Incline  your  ear,  and  come  unto 
**  me ;  hear,  and  your  fouls  fhall  live  j  and  I  wiU 
<«  make  an  everlafting  covenant  with  you,  even  the 
"  fure  mercies  of  David." 

2.  Repentance  is  required,  turning  from  the  old 
unclean  nature  and  fpirit,  and  touching  it  no  more; 
but  cleaving  to  that  which  hath  power  againft  it,  and 
preferveth  from  it.  This  alfo  is  felt  and  witnefTed  to. 
be  required  of  God  now,  and  was  alfo  teftified  to  of 
old,  as  2  Cor.  vi.  17,  18.  **  Touch  not  the  unclean 
«*  thing,  and  I  will  receive  you,  and  will  be  a  father 
*'  unto  you,  and  ye  fhall  be  my  fons  and  daughters, 
«'  faith  the  Lord  Almighty," 

3.  Faith,-  believing  the  teftimony  of  truth,  >nd 
receiving  the  Spirit's  baptifm,  is  required.  He  that 
will  enter  into  this  covenant,  muft  believe  the  tefti* 
mony  of  the  gofpel  (the  record  of  God  concerning 
his  Son)  with  the  faith  which  is  of  him,  and  muft  be 
circumcifed,  baptized,  renewed,  and  changed  by  him. 

Now 
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Now  he  that  doth  this  fhall  be  faved,  as  Chrift  pro- 
mifed,  Mark  xvi.  but  he  with  whom  is  the  power  of 
life  and  faivation  did  not  promife  that  any  (hould  be 
faved  otherwife. 

4.  Obedience  of  the  gofpel,  fubjedion  to  Chrift  in 
the  rule  of  his  Spirit,  and  keeping  of  his  command- 
ments, is  required.  For  as  the  firft  covenant  required 
the  obedience  proper  to  it  j  fo  the  fecond  covenant 
requires  the  obedience  proper  to  it.  And  as  there 
was  no  faivation,  or  Handing  in  the  firil  covenant, 
without  the  obedience  thereof;  fo  neither  in  the  fe- 
cond, without  the  obedience  thereof.  He  that  will 
enjoy  the  peace,  the  righteoufnefs,  the  juftification, 
the  life,  the  power  of  this  covenant,  muft  live  in  the 
Spirit,  walk  in  the  Spirit,  fulfil  the  will  of  the  Spirit; 
keep  to  the  feed,  keep  to  the  anointing,  that  the  evil 
one  touch  him  not  j  that  the  interrupter,  the  flayer, 
the  deftroyer  of  life  in  the  heart,  have  not  power  over 
him,  as  he  hath  over  any  out  of  the  limits  of  this 
covenant.  For  within  it  are  all  the  good,  but  without 
it  the  evil  things,  the  dangers,  the  temptations,  the 
fhares,  the  death  and  deftruttion  of  the  foul ;  and 
whoever  wanders  out  of  the  covenant,  cannot  but 
meet  with  them,  and  acknowledge  it  to  be  fo,  if  he 
be  in  the  true  {cn{c.  Therefore  there  muft  be  a  great 
care  to  abide  in  that  which  hath  gathered,  in  that 
which  hath  quickened,  in  that  which  giveth  the  true 
fenfe  and  underftanding,  and  keepeth  out  of  the  wrong. 
How  tender,  how  free  was  the  love  of  Chrift  to  his 
difciples !  yet  he  bids  them  abide  in  his  love,  and  tells 
them  how  they  fhould  do  it :  "  If  ye  keep  my  com- 
"  mandments,  ye  fhall  abide  in  my  love,  even  as  I 
"  have  kept  my  Father's  commandments,  and  abide 
*'  in  his  love." 

Queft.  5.  But  how  foall  the  foul  he  able  to  perform  all 
ihefe  things  ?  Are  they  required  of  it  in  its  own  Jirengthy 
or  doth  God  undertake  to  perform  and  work  all  in  it  ? 

Anfw.  Not  at  all  in  its  own  ftrength,  will,  or  wif- 
dom  (thef^  are  eternally  (hut  out  of  this  covenant)  ; 

but 


i8  Some  Questions  and  Answers 

but  in  the  ftrength,  life,  and  power,  which  flows  from 
God  in  the  covenant. 

Queft.  6.    How  Jhall  the  foul  receive  this  fir engthi  life^ 
and, -power  ^ 

Anjw.    By   embracing  it  as  it  comes,  cleaving  to 
it,    panting   after  it,    patiently   mourning    and   wait- 
ing for  it.     (The  vifion  of  good  will  come  to  that 
foul  in  the  Lord's  feafon,    and  will  not  tarry).     By 
not  defpifing  the  little,  and  looking  after  more  be-v 
fore    the   little    be    received,    but   thankfully   enter-, 
taining    the    beginnings    of  life,    the   beginnings   of 
the  holy  inftrudtions,  the  firfl  drawings  frorn  off  the 
fpirit  and   nature  of  this  world,  in   whatever  it  be. 
He  that  difputes  not  doncerning  the  thing,  but  receives 
it  juft  as  it  appears,  in  a  fimplicity  and  uprightnefs, 
watching  thereto,  he  fhall  be  bleffed  of  the  Lord,  and 
meet  with  the  defire  of  his  foul  in  the  Lord's  feafon, 
when  the  Lord  hath  fitted  and  prepared  his  heart  for 
it.     Now  this  is  fo  little  and  ftrait  a  door,  fo  poor  and 
low  a  beginning,    as  the  wifdom  of  man  can  never 
enter  at  it;  and  if  there  Ihould  be  a  little  entrance  in 
the  overcoming  power  of  life,  yet  that  wifdom  will 
drive  the  foul  back  again  prefently.     Let  me  know 
the  do6lrine   firfV,  faith  the  wife  man ;  I  will  under- 
ftand  the  doctrine  thoroughly  before  I  will  change  my 
prefent  way.     No,  faith  Chrift,    "  He  that  doth  his 
<«  will  Ihall  know  of  the  dodlrine."    Thou  Ihalt  know 
a  little,  which  will  reach  to  thy  heart.     There  thou 
muft  begin;  and  being  faithful  there,  thou  fhalt  know 
further  of  the  do6trine  j  but  being  unfaithful,  there, 
thou  mayeft  be  (tumbled  and  prejudiced  againft  the 
do6lrine,    but  never  be  able  to  know  it.     Oh  !  the 
myftery  of  life  !  Oh  !  the  hidden  path  thereof,  which 
none  can  learn  but  thofe  whom  the  Father  teacheth  I 
Put  many  think  to  learn  in  that,  which  ever  was,  and 
ever  will  be,  fhut  out.     If  Chrift  would  lay  his  doc- 
trine ^efore  them,  and  make  it  good  to  their  under- 
ftanding,  they  would  receive  it.     No,  no  j  they  muft 
bow  to  Chrift,  to  his  name,  to  his  power,  to  his  will, 
to  his  way  of  manifefting  his  truth  j  he  will  not  bow 
to  theirs. 

Queft, 


CONCERNING   THE    NeW    COVENANT.  2g 

Queft.  7.  fP^hai  are  the  fins  againji  this  covenant,  and 
what  effetis  have  they  '^ 

Jnfw.  The  fins  againft  this  covenant  are  chiefly 
unbelief  in  the  power,  and  difobediencc  to  the  power, 
which  are  of  a  deeper  nature  than  the  fins  againft  the 
the  firft  covenant,  and  have  more  dangerous  effects. 
The  refufing  of  this  covenant  is  more  dangerous  than 
the  refufing  the  covenant  of  Mofes.  And  the  break- 
ing of  this  covenant  j  to  wit,  the  ftarting  back  from 
God  (through  an  heart  of  unbelief)  here,  is  more 
dangerous  than  the  breaking  of  the  firft  covenant. 

Queft.  8.  PFhy  can  this  covenant  he  broken  ?  Hath  not 
Cod  undertaken  all  in  it  ? 

Anjw.    It   is  an  agreement  between  God  and   the 
foul,  wherein  things  are  required  of  the  foul,  through 
the  life  and  ftrength  which  flows  from  the  covenant. 
And  the  foul  may  hearken    to  the  enemy,  and  not  to- 
the  Lord  ;  may  walk  after  the  flefh,  and  not  after  the 
Spirit  i    may  luft  after  high   knowledge,  and  hidden 
things  of  the  kingdom,  as  they  of  old  did  after  prying 
into  the  ark ;  may  draw  back  from  the  Lord  in  thofc 
refpecls  wherein  it  had  given  up  unto  him,  &c.     Now 
thefe,  and  fuch-like,  are  breaches  of  the  covenant  j  or 
at  leaft  fuch  fins  againft  it,  as  draw  down  judgments 
upon  the  foul  at  prefent,  and  at  laft  utter  cafting  off, 
unlefs  the  foul  be  brought  back  by  the  judgments  into 
the  agreement  again  with  the  Lord   in  truth  and  up- 
rightnefs.     It   is  true,  the  Lord  doth  all  in  the  cove- 
nant according  to   his  good   pleafure  j   but  withal,  he 
hath  appointed  a  way  of  his  working  out  the  life  and 
happinefs  of  the  foul,  to  which  it  is  his  good  pleafure 
to  keep.     And  his  way  is  Chrift-,   his  feed.     Hence  all 
the  love,  mercy,  care,  and  tendernefs  of  God  fiov/s. 
Hither  is  the  foul  to  come  for  it ;  and  here  the  foul  is 
to  abide,^that  it  may  enjoy  and   poftefs  it.     But  if  the 
enemy  can  by  any  means  draw  the  foul  out  from  hence, 
he  draws   it  from   its  life  and  ftrength,  and  from  the 
iweet  bleflings   and    influences   of  the  holy   and  free 
covenant.     Now   the  Lord  hath   not   given  power  to 
the  enemy  to  force  from  hence  j  but  he  gives  power 

to 
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to  the  foul  to  abide  with  him  here ;  and  in  the  hour 
of  diftrefs,  if  they  cry  to  him,  he  helps  the  helplei^, 
and  lifts  up  a  ftandard  againft  the  enemy. 

Now  all  that  defire  the  fweetnefs  of  this  covenant, 
the  life,  the  virtue,  the  bleflings  of  it,  oh  !  wait  to 
feel  and  receive  fomewhat  from  God,  and  in  that  to 
fear  before  him,  and  wallc  worthy  of  him,  and  not 
to  grieve  or  provoke  his  Spirit.  For  he  hath  the  power 
of  life  and  death  in  his  hand,  and  whom  he  will  he 
may  have  fufficient  caufe  againft,  to  turn  from  and 
cut  off  when  he  pleafeth  j  and  whom  he  will  he  may 
extend  mercy  to,  as  far  and  as  long  as  he  pleafeth ; 
for  it  is  his  own,  and  he  may  do  what  he  will  with  it. 
Only  know  this,  God  is  love ;  God  is  bowels,  infinite 
bowels  i  yea,  his  tendernefs  is  beyond  imagination  or 
comprehenfion,  and  he  hates  putting  away.  The  poor 
mourning  fouls  that  cry  unto  him,  feeling  their  need 
of  him,  and  gafping  after  him,  he  cannot  caft  off; 
no,  nor  any  that  come  unto  him  in  the  truth  of 
their  hearts :  but  the  wife,  the  confident,  the  con- 
ceited, from  their  apprehenfions  of  fcriptures,  that 
think  themfelves  fafe  by  virtue  of  the  covenant,  and 
yet  are  enemies  in  their  minds  to  the  light  of  the 
covenant,  thefe  are  out  of  the  thing  at  prefent  (in 
their  own  imaginings  and  conceivings),  and  are  in  the 
moft  danger  of  any  I  know.  The  Lord  in  mercy 
caufe  his  light  to  fhine,  his  life  to  arife,  his  power  to 
be  manifeft,  and  thereby  lead  into,  and  preferve  in, 
his  everlafting  covenant,  according  to  his  good  plea- 
fure.    Amen. 


A  Question 
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A  QuESTio>J  or  Two,  relating  to  Election, 
anfwered. 

Que  ft.  I .  XT  0  W  may  a  man  make  his   calling  and 
j]j[   ele^  ion  Jure? 

AnJ.  By  making  Chrift  fure  to  him,  in  whom  the 
calling  and  eledtion  is  \  for  the  Lord  chufeth  only  in 
him,  and  refufeth  or  reprobateth  only  out  of  him. 

Queft.  2.   Bcuo  may  I  make  Chriji  fure  to  me  ? 

AnJ.  By  receiving  him,  giving  up  to  him,  parting 
with  all  for  him,  and  waiting  upon  him  in  the  way 
and  path  of  life,  till  I  feel  the  power  of  that  brokea 
in  me,  which  would  feparate  from  him.  For  what 
danger  is  there  then,  when  the  foul  is  naturally  become 
the  Lord's,  rooted  in  his  love,  circumcifed  in  heart 
to  love  the  Lord  above  all,  even  with  the  whole  heart 
and  foul  ?  Certainly  the  love  of  the  Lord  cannot  but 
flow  in  great  ftrength  to  that  foul,  and  what  can  come 
between  ?  But  now,  while  there  is  fomewhat  ungiven 
up,  fomewhat  yet  ftanding,  in  which  the  enemy  hath 
a  part,  and  by  which  he  may  enter,  the  ftate  of  that 
foul  is  not  fully  fure  j  but  there  may  be  a  going 
back  from  the  faving  life  into  that  wherein  is  the 
perdition  and  deftru6lion  of  the  foul  j  and  whoever 
goes  thither,  meets  with  perdition  and  deftruclion, 
fo  far  as  he  travels  that  way.  For  in  the  path  of 
death  there  is  death,  which  is  met  with  by  all  that 
enter  into,  and  walk  therein  j  as  in  the  path  of  life 
there  is  life.  God  is  no  refpedler  of  perfons  j  but 
he  is  a  refpedler  of  his  feed,  and  of  his  eternal  cove- 
nant of  life,  which  ftands  firm  in  his  feed  for  ever. 
Here  is  life  for  every  foul  that  feels  the  drawings  of 
the  Father,  and  comes  to  his  Son  for  life,  and  abides 
in  him ;  and  there  is  death  for  every  foul  that  comes 
not  to  this,  and  departs  from  this  through  the  heart 
of  unbelief.  So  the  way  of  God  is  eternal  and  im- 
mutable ; 
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mutable ;  he  cannot  deny  himfelf.  He  that  believeth 
^n  the  Son,  hath  lifej  he  that  believeth  not,  is  in  the 
death  and  condemnation  which  belongs  to  the  unbe- 
lief. Now  wouldft  thou  know  thy  eledtion,  wait  to 
know  and  diftinguifh  between  Jacob  and  Efau,  Ilaac 
and  Ifhmael,  in  thyfelf  j  for  they  were  outward  figures, 
and  allegories  of  fomewhat  inward.  Feel  Efau,  the 
profane  one ;  Ifhmael,  the  fcoffer  at  the  wifdom,  way, 
and  feed  of  God  :  feel,  I  fay,  thefe  (that  are  caft  ofF 
by  God)  caft  out  of  thee ;  and  then  feel  Ifaac,  the 
feed  of  the  promifej  Jacob,  the  plain  birth  of  life, 
raifed  up  in  thee,  living  in  thee,  and  thou  in  it.  And 
then  thou  feeleft  the  eledion,  and  art  in  the  eledtion. 
And  as  his  feed  is  fure  to  thee,  and  thy  union  with  it, 
and  ftanding  and  abiding  in  it  fure,  fo  thy  eledtion  is 
fure.  Eledion  is  a  deep  myftery,  and  none  can  read 
the  fcriptures  about  it  (which  indeed  are  hard  to  be 
underftood,  but  eafy  to  be  wrefted)  but  they  that 
underftand  the  thing ;  that  can  read  in  the  feed,  life, 
power,  and  openings  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  they 
read  things  as  they  are ;  but  odier  men  only  read 
things  as  they  apprehend  and  conceive  them  to  be. 
So  that  the  knowledge  that  God  hath  given  his  people 
is  above  all  the  knowledge  that  can  be  fearched  out, 
gathered,  or  comprehended  by  all  the  men  upon  the 
earth ;  whereby  they  know  God  better,  the  things  of 
God  better,  the  words  and  fcriptures  of  truth  better, 
than  they  themfclves  otherwife  (or  any  elfe)  could 
poinbly  attain  to. 


A  Question 
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A  Question  anfwered  concerning  the  Ground 
of  Mens  mifunderftanding  and  wrefting  of 
Scriptures* 

Quefl.  TT  7  ti^'^  is  the  ground  of  mens  mi  [under ji  and- 
VV     i^S.  ^^'^  'wrejting  of  fcriptures  ? 

Anf.  I.  Want  of  acquaintance  with  God's  Spirit, 
and  the  right  way  of  waiting  upon  him  to  receive  the 
undcrftanding  of  them.  For  though  men  may  go 
thus  far,  as  to  know  and  confefs  that  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  is  the  only  revealer  of  the  things  of  God,  and 
the  alone  right  interpreter  of  his  own  words;  yet  that 
man,  who  thus  confefleth,  may  not  certainly  and  dif- 
tinclly  know  the  Spirit"  of  the  Lord,  and  when  he 
receiveth  the  interpretation  of  a  fcripture  from  hirru, 
or  when  from  his  underftanding,  or  a  fpirit  that  is 
contrary  to  him.  For  there  is  another  fpirit  near  man, 
whofe  nature,  work,  and  delight  is  to  caufe  man  to 
mifunderlland,  and  mifwalk  by  the  very  fcriptures ; 
and  will  bring  things  as  warmly,  and  (as  it  were) 
clearly  to  him,  as  he  can  from  fcriptuies,  purpofely  to 
deceive  and  miflead  him.  Now  he  that  hugs  and 
receives  every  thing  that  thus  rifeth  in  him,  eafily 
runs  into,  and  is  furely  caught  in  the  fnare  of  the 
enemy.  Therefore  a  man  mud  watch,  and  wait,  and 
fear,  and  pray  that  he  may  diftinguifh  between  the 
nature  and  voices  of  fpirits  in  himfelf,  that  fo  he  may 
know  (in  the  light  of  the  Lord)  when  the  Lord  fpeaks, 
and  alfo  when  the  myilerious  fpirit  of  deceic  ftrives  to 
fptak  like  the  Lord.  Now  man  cannot  know  this  of 
himfeli,  but  as  he  is  taught  by  the  Lord,  at  the  very 
time  when  the  fnare  comes;  and  he  mull  not  deter- 
mine haftiiy,  but  wait  to  feel  that  wherein  the  Lord 
appears  and  fptaks  to  him,  and  wherein  the  enemy 
cannot  fijeak.  Thus  feeling  the  birth  of  life  in  his 
heart,  the  feed  which  is  of  4:he  Father,  which  hath  an 
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ear  that  knows  the  voice  of  the  Shepherd,  and  finking 
into  this,  and  liftening  in  this  (out  of  his  own  thoughts, 
reafonings,  and  whole  courfe  of  his  own  wifdom)  j  he  alfo 
hath  his  ear  opened  to  hear  the  true  voice,  and  findeth 
ability  here  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  voice  of  the 
ftranger,  let  him  counterfeit  ever  fo  deceitfully.  For 
the  eye  of  the  Lord,  the  eye  of  truth,  the  eye  of  life, 
the  eye  of  the  Spirit,  pierceth  through,  and  difcover- 
eth  all  deceits  to  the  foul  that  feareth  before  him, 
diligently  waiteth  upon  him  in  his  feed,  and  defireth 
to  walk  faithfully  therein. 

2.  Want  of  acquaintance  with  God's  truth  in  the 
love,  life,  and  power  of  it.  For  he  that  knows  truth, 
that  hath  received  from  God  the  thing  the  fcriptures 
fpeak  of,  how  eafy  is  it  to  him  to  underftand  the  words 
that  fpeak  of  that  thing  ?  But  he  who  hath  the  know- 
ledge of  the  thing  but  from  the  words,  how  eafy  is 
it  for  him  to  mifunderftand  the  words  ?  As  for  inftance  : 
he  whom  God  hath  juftified,  he  who  hath  received  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  Son,  he  who  daily  feeleth  the 
blood  of  fprinkling,  &c.  how  eafy  and  natural  is  it 
unto  him  to  underftand  the  words  of  fcripture,  which 
fpeak  of  thefe  things  ?  But  he  that  hath  not  received 
this,  nor  thus  knoweth  the  thing,  how  eafy  is  it  for 
him  to  mifunderftand  the  words ;  and  fo,  from  mif- 
underftanding  of  the  words,  to  fet  up  another  right- 
eoufnefs for  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  than  that 
which  the  Spirit  of  God  intendeth  in  the  fcriptures  ? 

3.  The  opinions,  apprehenfions,  ways,  and  praftices 
of  men,  which  they  have  taken  up  in  the  dark,  and 
in  which  their  minds  are  engaged,  are  a  great  lett  in 
their  way  from  the  right  underftanding  of  fcriptures, 
or  the  teftimony  of  truth  from  others  according  to  the 
fcriptures.  For  there  hath  been  a  cloudy  and  dark 
day,  or  a  great  night  of  darknefs  upon  the  earth, 
wherein  the  light  (which  leadeth  to  the  foul's  reft) 
hath  not  ftiined  clearly  in  mens  fpirits  -,  and  fo  in  this 
cloudy  darknefs  men  have  wandered  from  mountain 
to  hill,  feeking  their  refting-place.  Now  fome  have 
fixed  and  pitched  on  one  mountain,  fome  on  another; 
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fome  on  one  hill,  feme  on  another,  faying,  here  is  the 
refting-place.  So  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  cornea 
and  cries.  Depart  ye,  depart  ye  \  this  is  not  your  rejiing" 
place,  for  it  is  polluted;  they  cannot  hear.  Why  fo  ? 
Becaufe  they  have  already  believed  otherwife,  and  in 
that  belief  took  it  up  for  their  refb  j  and  fo  cannot 
rightly  underftand  or  believe  thofe  fcriptures,  or  thofe 
living  teflimonies  from  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  which 
declare  it  not  to  be  fo  j  but  are  ready  to  wreil  the  one, 
and  reproach  the  other. 


Some  QJJESTIONS,  ANSWERS,  and 
QJJERIES,  concerning  Deceit  and  De- 
ceivers; as  what  they  are,  what  difcovers 
them,  how  Man  may  come  out  of  them,  and 
be  preferved  from  them,  &c, 

IN  the  truth  there  is  no  deceit ;  and  they  that  are 
in  the  truth,  are  out  of  the  deceit  j  and  abiding 
there,  are  out  of  the  reach  of  deceivers  :  but  they 
that  are  out  of  the  truth,  are  in  the  deceit  already, 
and  are  liable  daily  more  and  more  both  to  be  further 
deceived,  and  to  help  to  deceive  others. 

Qiieft.  I.  IVhat  is  deceit y  and  who  are  deceivers  ? 

AnJ.  That  which  appeareth  like  truth,  but  is  not; 
that  is  deceit :  and  they  which  are  in  a  form  of  god- 
linefs,  but  are  without  the  Spirit,  life,  and  power  of 
it,  they  are  deceivers. 

Queft.  2.    Who  are  mofl  liable  to  deceit  ? 

AnJ.  The  fimple,  the  heedlefs,  the  carelefs,  the 
credulous  ;  thofe  that  wait  not  upon  the  Lord  in  the 
light,  power,  and  demonftration  of  his  Spirit,  to  try 
things  ;  thefe  (with  good  words  and  fair  fpeeches,  and 
appearances  of  things)  are  eafily  led  afide  from  the 
truth  itfelf  into  fome  likenefs  or  refemblance  of  it. 

Quell.  '\.  Whifh  is  the  time  of  deceit  ? 
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jinf.  The  night ;  the  cloudy,  the  dark  time,  when 
the  enemy  hath  raifed  his  fogs  and  mifts  in  the  minds 
of  men,  then  is  his  time  of  deceiving  their  hearts. 
Queft.  4.  Is  it  now  night  or  day  ? 
Anf.  It  is  night  with  fome,  day  with  others.  Where 
the  light  is  arifen,  there  it  is  day  ;  where  the  darknefs 
covereth  and  poflefleth  the  minds  of  men,  there  it 
is  night. 

Queft.  5.  How  may  a  man  know  whether  it  he  night 
or  day  with  him  ? 

Anf.  By  waiting  to  feel  fomewhat  of  the  life  of 
God  arifing  in  him,  by  turning  and  hearkening  to 
his  witnefs.  That  will  faithfully  difcover  how  it  is 
with  him,  and  where  he  is. 

Qneft.  6.  How  may  a  man  come  out  of  the  darknefs  of 
the  night  into  the  light  and  brightnefs  of  the  day  ? 

Anf.  By  joining  to  the  firft  glimmerings  and  break- 
ings  forth    thereof   upon   him.      The   leaft   light   of 
truth   hath  the    fame  nature,   virtue,    and   properties 
with  the  greateft.     Though  not  the  fame  in  degree, 
yet  the  fame   in  kind  j  and  he  that  will  come  to  tiie 
greateft,  muft  begin  with  the  leaft.     Light  makes  ma- 
nifeft ;  the  day  difcovers  both  the  things  of  the  night 
and  of  the  day.     Haft  thou   any  difcovery  of  either 
kind  ?  Either  of  that  which  is  good,  or  of  that  which 
is  evil  ?  Either  of  that  which  is  of  the  worldly  nature 
and  the  evil  one,  or  of  that  which  is  of  the  heavenly 
nature  and  the  Holy  One  ?  Join  in  immediately  in  the 
virtue,  ftrength,  -and  power  of  that  which  makes  the 
difcovery,  and  thy  fpiric  therein  will  find  an  entrance 
into   the  light  of   the   day  ;    and  going  on  faithfully 
thus,  it  will  daily  more  and  more  break  in  upon  thee, 
even  until  it  hath  gathered  thy  fpirit  out  of  the  black- 
nefs,  darknefs,  and  deceit  of  the  night,  into  the  beauty, 
brightnefs,  and  truth  of  the  day. 

Queft.  7.  How  may  a  man  be  preferved from  deceit  and 
deceivers  ? 

Anf.  By  abiding  in  that  which  difcovers  them  to 
him,  and  preferveth  out  of  them  j  by  dwelling  in  that 
light,  in  that  life,  in  that  power,  in  that  truth,  into 
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which  they  cannot  enter  :  by  keeping  to,  and  in,  the 
eled:  of  God,  which  never  was  deceived,  nor  can  be 
deceived  :  for  it  is  of  God,  it  is  his  feed,  of  his  na- 
ture, in  which  the  wicked  one  (the  deceiver)  finds 
nothing,  hath  nothing  in  him  to  enter  at ;  and  he  that 
abides  in  him,  is  fafe  in  him.  But  he  that  goes  forth 
out  of  the  life,  out  of  the  light,  out  of  the  feed,  out 
of  the  power  which  preferves,  out  of  the  holy  anoint- 
ing, which  keeps  the  eye  open,  he  eafily  runs  into, 
and  is  entangled  in  the  deceivablenefs  of  unrighteouf- 
nefs,  judging  it  (for  want  of  a  true  difcerning)  right- 
eoufnefs  ;  and  then  having  judged  that  to  be  right- 
eoufnefs,  which  is  in  its  own  nature  but  unrighteouf- 
nefs,  he  muil  needs  alio  judge  that  which  is  the  true 
righteoufnefs  to  be  but  unrighteoufnefs ;  and  then 
(having  pafled  this  judgment  in  himfelf)  he  grows 
wife,  confident,  and  ftrong  in  his  deceit,  both  be- 
lieving himfelf,  and  alio  endeavouring  to  convince 
and  perfuade  others,  that  it  is  the  truth.  Oh  !  who 
knoweth  the  fecurity  of  the  little  ones  of  God,  who 
have  a  being  and  (landing  in  his  truth  !  The  arm  of 
his  power  is  ft-retchcd  round  about  them,  and  he  is 
a  defence  and  ftrength  unto  them  againfi:  all  that  would 
break  in  upon  them  (to  make  a  prey  of  their  life,  or 
to  fliake  their  ftanding  in  his  truth),  either  inwardly 
or  outwardly.  Oh  !  blefs  his  name,  fing  high  praifes 
to  him,  ye  that  feel  it,  over  all  deceit  or  deceivables, 
over  all  the  devices  of  the  dark  fpirit,  which  entangleth 
others,  and  would  alfo  entangle  you,  but  that  his 
goodnefs,  mercy,  tender  love,  and  powerful  arm  is 
ftretched  out  over  you.  So  to  him  be  the  praife,  and 
the  bowings  of  that  foul,  which  feels  his  powerful 
and  merciful  prefervation,  for  ever  and  ever. 

Now  it  is  in  my  heart  to  add  four  queries,  which, 
rightly  weighed  and  refolved,  in  and  according  to 
truth,  may  further  open  mens  minds  into  the  true 
fenfe  and  right  underdanding  of  this  thing. 

Query  1.  Have  not  the  la(l  days,  the  perilous  times 
(the  times  foretold  of  by  Chriil  and  his  apoftles)  been 
ii  lon^  while  u^on  the  earthy  wherein  ini(iuity  hath  abounded^ 
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and  the  love  of  many  waxed  cold,  wherein  men  have  been 
lovers  of  themf elves,  covetous ,  hoajiersy  proud,  &c.  ?  Hath 
there  not  been  a  long  night  of  darknefs,  wherein  thefe  things 
(with  many  other  fruits  and  effeSis  of  the  night)  have  hid 
and  covered  themf elves  almoji  in  all  forts  of  frofeffors  of 
Chriflianityy  under  a  form  of  godlinefs  ? 

Query  2.  Is  not  their  time  expiring  already,  and  in 
fome  degree  expired  ?  Was  it  not  to  have  an  end  when  the 
light  and  power  of  truth,  which  at  firji  kept  it  back,  did 
Jpring  and  rife  again  ? 

Query  3.  Is  not  the  day  arifen  ?  Is  not  the  darknefs 
already  paji  ?  And  doth  not  the  true  light  now  pine  (and 
the  true  power  of  life  now  appear)  in  many  veffels  ?  Let 
the  fouls,  that  defire  to  know  the  truth  of  this,  wait 
to  feel  that  which  is  of  God  anfwer  in  them. 

Query  4.  Where  are  the  deceivers,  and  where  is  the 
deceit  ?  Is  it  among  thofe  that  have  embraced  the  light  of 
life  ?  or  among  thofe  who  abide  in  their  old  darknefs,  and 
whoje  eyes  are  not  yet  opened  to  fee  the  light  and  beauty  of 
the  day,  which  is  arifen  in  the  hearts  of  thofe  that  are 
quickened  and  raijed  by  the  power  of  the  Lord  ? 


That  the  Way  of  Life  and  Salvation  is  freely 
held  forth  by  GOD  to  all  -,  and  there  is  no- 
thing in  him  to  let,  ftop,  or,  difcourage  any 
Man  from  receiving  his  Truth,  and  giving 
up  to  him  in  the  Faith  and  Obedience  of  it, 
but  very  much  to  invite  and  encourage. 

IT  hath  pleafed  the  Lord,  who  is  over  all,  and 
good  unto  all,  to  provide  a  remedy  for  the  fin  and 
tranfgreflion  of  the  creature.  For  as  fin  hath  abound- 
ed unto  death,  fo  he  hath  caufed  righteoufnefs  to 
abound  unto  life;  yea,  the  free  gift,  which  is  as  large 
and  univerfal  as  ever  fin  was,  hath  more  power  in  it 
to  fave,  than  fin  hath  to  deftroy.     And  there  is  no 
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ground  of  difcouragement  for  any  (who  hath  not 
outfinned  the  day  of  his  vifitation,  and  fo  the  offer  of 
mercy  is  over  as  to  him)  in  reference  to  Godj  though 
the  enemy  of  the  foul  ftrives  to  raife  up  many  dif- 
couragements  and  objeftions  in  the  minds  of  many, 
to  keep  them  from  hoping  in  the  Lord,  and  from 
giving  up  to  his  truth,  which  faveth  all  that  receive 
it,  and  abide  in  it.  Now  it  is  in  my  heart  at  this 
time,  from  a  true  fenfe,  to  fignify  fomewhat  concern- 
ing the  nature  of  the  Lord  (and  his  real  defire  to  fave 
even  thofe  that  perifh),  which  may  conduce  towards 
the  removing  of  objedions  and  letts  of  this  nature 
out  of  the  minds  of  men. 

I.  God  is  fweetnefs,  meeknefs,  gentlenefs,  tender- 
nefs,  abounding  in  mercy  and  loving-kindnefs,  pitying 
the  miferable,  and  naturally  holding  forth  an  helping 
hand  towards  them  :  yea,  he  is  univerfally  thus.  There 
is  not  one  miferable  foul,  not  one  perifhing  creature 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  but  as  he  hath  wifdom  and 
power  to  help  it,  fo  he  hath  tender  bowels,  and  an 
heart  thereunto.  And  it  is  not  for  want  of  fomewhat 
to  be  done  on  his  part,  that  fouls  perifh,  but  the  fail- 
ing always  was,  and  ftill  is,  on  the  creature's  part. 

1.  God  loveth  all  his  creatures,  and  cannot  but  be 
good  to  them.  He  is  outwardly  good,  he  is  inwardly 
good  to  them  all.  He  can  do  nothing  againft  any 
one  of  them,  but  what  {lands  with  his  love  and  mercy. 
He  doth  not  forget  himfelf;  he  doth  not  lofe  his 
nature  in  the  manifefting  of  his  righteoufnefs,  wrath, 
and  feverity  againft  fin  and  finners. 

3.  He  defires  not  the  death  of  a  finner,  nay,  not 
of  the  wicked.  Hovv  mercifully  did  he  walk  with  the 
Jews  in  the  firft  covenant  ?  Did  he  ever  defire  their 
mifcarriages,  and  the  miferies  which  came  upon  them 
thereby  ?  Nay,  did  he  not  defire  their  good,  and  their 
obedient  walkino;  with  him  therein  for  their  good  ? 
"  O !  (laid  he)  that  there  were  fuch  an  heart  in  them, 
"  that  they  would  fear  me,  and  keep  my  command- 
"  ments  always,  that  it  might  be  well  with  them,'* 
&c.  Deut.  V,  29.     How  mercifully  doth  he  walk  with 

C  4  all 
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all  in  the  fecond  covenant,  that  are  in  any  meafure 
drawn  within  the  limits  and  compafs  thereof !  He  is 
a  Saviour,  that  is  his  nature  j  and  he  feeketh  the  fal- 
vation  of  his  creatures  with  his  whole  heart,  and  with 
all  his  foul.  And  when  he  bringeth  any  to  repen- 
tance, there  is  joy  in  his  bofom  :  and  when  the  enemy 
breaketh  in  upon  any  of  his,  or  by  any  fubtilty  draw- 
eth  them  into  that  which  deftroyeth,  his  pure  tender 
Spirit  is  grieved  therewith,  and  mourneth  becaufe  of 
it.  "  O  Jerufalem,  Jerufalem,"  (faid  his  true  living 
image  with  tears)  "  how  often  would  I  have  gathered 
*'  thee  1" 

4.  He  would  have  all  men  to  be  faved,  and  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  God  fends  his  truth, 
his  powerful  truth,  to  fave  j  and  he  Ihuts  not  any  one 
out  of  it ;  but  feeks  (in  the  way  he  hath  appointed) 
to  gather  all  into  it,  that  they  might  be  faved  by  it. 

5.  He  is  very  patient  and  long-fuffcring,  waits  long, 

tries  long,  invites  often,  touches  often,  draws  ofi'^^n ; 

yea,    the  very  vefTels  of  wrath  fitted   to  deftrudtion, 

there  is  much  patience  and   long-fufFering  exercifed 

towards  them,  before  the  Lord  can  caft  them  off,  and 

give  them  up  utterly  to  deftrudtion.     For  mark,  de- 

ftruftion  is  not  his  work  or  delight ;  it  is  the  work  of 

a  fpirit  and  nature  contrary  to  his.     "  I  came  not," 

(faith  Chrift)  "  to  dellroy  mens  lives,  but  to  fave  •," 

to  give  life  to  them.     And  this  is  the  proper  end  of 

God  in  every  adminiftration  :    his  end  is   not  death, 

defl:ru(5tion,    increafing  of  the  condemnation    of   the 

creature,  &c.  but  to  bring   it  to  life  thereby,  out  of 

that  which  leadeth  into  the  condemnation  and  deftruc- 

tion.    Did  he  not  for  this  end  bear  with  the  old  world  ? 

Was  not  this  the  end  of  Noah's  preaching  to  them, 

and  warning  of  them  ?  Did  he  not  for  this  end  bear 

with  the  Jews  in  Egypt,  in  the  wildernefs,  in  Canaan, 

&c.  ?  Is  not  this  the  proper  intent  of  the  goodnefs, 

forbearance,  and  long-fuffering  of  God,  that  it  fhould 

lead  to  repentance  ?  (Rom.  ii.  4.)  and  repentance  leads 

to  mercy,  remiflion,  and  life. 

6.  The 
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6.  The  facrifice  of  Chrift  had  relation  to  all  men. 
He  was  fent  out  of  God's  univerfal  love  to  mankind, 
to  the  whole  world  •,  and  was  made  a  propitiation  by 
God  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world. 

7.  There  is  no  man  perifheth  for  want  of  power; 
for  there  is  power  in  the  free  gift  which  comes  upon 
all.  There  is  power  in  it  to  quicken,  to  give  faith, 
to  preferve  in  the  faith,  to  do  all  that  is  to  be  done  in 
the  foul ;  and  it  doth  all  every-where,  as  it  findeth 
place  and  entertainment  in  the  foul.  But  man  re- 
fufeth,  man  lovcth  the  darknefs,  hateth  the  light, 
fhutteth  his  eyes  againd  it,  withdraweth  his  heart  from 
it,  and  fo  beateth  back  the  purpofe  and  counfel  of 
God's  love  and  good-will  towards  him.  For  as  the 
Jews  outwardly,  in  that  outward  covenant,  almoft 
always  rebelled,  refifted,  and  brought  wrath  upon 
themfelves,  to  the  grief  of  God's  heart  and  of  his 
holy  prophets  ;  fo  do  men  in  reference  to  the  inward 
covenant  (in  that  nature  and  fpirit)  exceedingly  pro- 
voking the  Lord,  until  his  Spirit  (in  its  holyjealoufy 
and  indignation)  turn  from  them,  and  give  them  up 
to  hardnefs,  fenfeleflhefs,  and  impenicency,  which  feal- 
eth  up  to  deftruction.  But  as  Ifrael,  in  that  firft 
covenant,  could  never  juftly  lay  the  caufe  of  their 
deltru6lion  on  God,  but  God  did  moft  juftly  lay  it  on 
them  C  O  Ifracl  !  thy  dcfl;rudion  is  of  thyfelf,  but 
"  in  me  is  thy  help)  ;"  fo  neither  can  any  blame  the 
Lord,  who  perifli  from,  and  fall  fhort  of,  the  virtue 
of  the  fecond  covenant  :  for  he  faileth  not  in  doincr 
his  part  therein,  no  more  than  he  did  fail  in  the  firft. 
But  man  turneth  from  the  power  which  faves,  from 
the  light  which  makes  manifeft,  from  the  light  which 
quickens}  and  this  is  his  condem.nation,  and  the  caufe 
of  his  periihing  :  ib  that  God  will  be  jull  and  clear 
of  tlie  blood  or"  ail  men,  and  the  blood  of  them  that 
perifn  will  lie  upon  their  own  heads,  llad  there  not 
been  fomewhat  near  every  man,  which  had  more 
power  in  it  than  nn  had,  they  might  have  had  fome 
plea  before  the  Lord  ;  but  the  prefence  of  this,  the 
power  of  this,    the  working  of  this  in  every  heart, 

more 
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more  or  lefs,  leaves  all  men  without  excufe,  and  clears 
the  free-giver  and  his  free  gift  in  the  balance  of  right- 
eoufnefs.  For  this  gift  of  his  is  faithful  to  every  man 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  never  confenting  to  his 
iniquities  and  tranfgreflions  in  any  kind,  but  ftill 
teftifying  againft  them  as  the  Lord  pleafeth  to  open 
its  mouth.  But  who  hath  believed  its  report  ?  and 
to  whom  hath  the  arm  of  the  Lord  been  revealed  ? 
Yet  greater  will  the  condemnation  be  upon  them, 
upon  whom  the  Lord  hath  more  abundantly  fhined ; 
and  many  will  have  a  plea  in  refped  of  them,  which 
the  Lord  will  hear  and  confider,  and  fo  they  Ihall  not 
enter  into  that  depth  of  judgment  and  condemnation, 
which  will  light  on  fuch  as  have  refilled  the  light  and 
power  of  life,  in  its  more  glorious  and  bright  ap- 
pearances and  ftrivings  with  them  •,  even  as  Chrift  faid, 
**  It  fhall  be  eafier  for  Tyre  and  Sidon,  Sodom  and 
**  Gomorrah,  in  the  day  of  judgment,  than  for  Cho- 
"  razin  and  Bethfaida,  Capernaum  and  Jerufalem." 

Therefore,  O  all  men  upon  the  earth,  know  the 
day  of  your  vifitation !  Make  peace  with  the  Lord, 
O  tranfgreflbrs  !  lay  hold  on  his  ftrength,  that  ye  may 
make  peace  with  him.  Believe  not  the  liar,  who 
would  put  you  out  of  hope,  but  believe  the  voice  of 
his  love  and  tender  Spirit.  Turn  in,  liften  after  him, 
watch  if  he  do  not  call,  mind  if  he  do  not  draw; 
and  do  not  fay,  I  want  power  j  but  wait  in  humility, 
meeknefs  and  fear,  until  his  power  arife.  Bear  his 
judgments,  wait  upon  him  in  the  way  of  his  judg- 
ments. Do  not  fly  from  him  becaufe  thereof;  for 
therein  is  the  mercy,  life  and  falvation.  Be  not  hafty, 
but  wait  long,  believe  long,  hope  long,  feel  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Lamb,  learn  the  myflerious  path  of  life 
from  the  inward  teacher,  that  ye  may  certainly  know 
it,  and  find  your  feet  guided  by  his  Spirit  into  it. 

Is  not  the  voice  gone  forth  from  him  that  is  true  ? 
**  Ho,  every  one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters, 
*'  &c.  and  whofoever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life 
"  freely.'*  And  is  not  he  near  who  caufeth  the  thirft, 
and  giveth  the  will  ?  Whom  hath  the  Lord  excluded  ? 

Why 
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Why  fhould  any  man  exclude  hinnfelf  ?  The  call  is 
univerfal,  the  way  is  fet  open  to  all.  That  is  at  hand 
which  hath  life  and  power  in  it,  and  is  ready  to  work 
in  all.  This  commandment  hath  it  received  of  its 
Father  j  and  it  is  faithful  which  hath  received  it :  and 
all  that  come  to  the  Father  here,  in  this  gathering  of 
life,  the  Father  is  ready  to  receive.  Thy  foul,  O  man  ! 
is  the  Lord's.  It  is  very  precious  in  his  eye  :  he 
fceks  to  fave  it,  and  hath  fent  fomewhat  into  thy 
heart  to  gather  thee  from  that  which  would  deflroy  it. 
And  this  which  he  hath  fent,  hath  in  it  of  the  Father's 
love,  of  the  Father's  mercy,  of  the  Father's  power, 
of  the  Father's  light,  of  the  Father's  life,  of  the  Fa- 
ther's wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  &c.  and  will  gather  thee 
out  of  the  world  into  the  Father's  nature  and  Spirit, 
if  thou  wilt  hearken  to  him  with  the  ear  which  he 
will  create  in  thee,  and  receive  him  with  the  heart 
which  he  will  give  thee  :  yea,  he  will  help  thee  to 
turn  from  and  forfake  thy  own  wickednefs,  and  the 
wicked  fpirit,  and  to  turn  towards  him  who  is  life, 
righteoufnefs,  and  peace  to  the  foul  that  is  gathered 
unto  him;  do  but  give  up  thyfelf  (in  the  faith  and 
obedience  which  he  is  creating  in  thee)  in  the  way  of 
his  quickening  and  renewing  life. 


Some  QUESTIONS  anfwered  concerning  the 
Spirit  of  CHRIST,  and  the  Spirit  of  the 
Scribes  and  Pharisees. 


Quell:.  I.  TT  7  T/yfT"  kind  of  fpirit  ivas  the  fpirit  of 
Y  Y  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  ? 
Anf.  A  ftricl,  zealous,  righteous  fpirit,  according 
to  their  underftanding  and  apprehenfions  of  the  letter. 
They  faded  much,  they  prayed  much,  they  gave  alms, 
they  were  great  contenders  for  the  circumcifion  and 
ordinances  of  Mofes. 

Quefl:, 
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Quefl.  2.  What  kind  of  Jpirit  was  the  Spirit  of  Chriji  ? 
Anf.  A  righteous,  ftrid,  and  zealous  Spirit,  accord- 
ing to  the  power  of  the  endlefs  life.     He  was  in  that 
from  which  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  came,    and 
which  brought  it  forth  and  fulfilled  it  in  his' veflfel. 

Quefl.  3.  What  did  the  Scribes  and  Pharifces  judge  of 
Chrijt  according  to  their  apprehenfions  and  unaerjianding  of 
the  letter  ? 

Anf.  They  judged  him  a  fmner  and  tranfgreflbr  of 
the  law  of  Mofes,  a  loofe  perfon,  an  cater,  a  drinker, 
a  friend  of  publicans  and  finners ;  one  who  taught  not 
his  difciples  to  fail  and  pray,  but  -rather  to  break  the 
law  of  God,  and  tranfgrefs  the  fabbath  j  yea,  one  who 
was  a  blafphemer,  and  a  deceiver  of  people,  8cc. 

Queft.  4.  How  came  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  thus  to 
judge  of  Chriji  f 

^  Anf,  Becaufe  they  were  in  that  fpirit,  nature  and 
mind,  which  giveth  wrong  judgment.  For  it  is  not 
a  gathered  knowledge  from  the  letter,  which  m.akes 
able  to  judge  of  fpirits,  and  about  the  things  of  God  ; 
but  a  receiving  and  being  born  of  the  Spirit.  For 
from  the  Spirit  alone  is  the  right  underflanding  of  the 
letter,  which  the  Spirit  hath  to  give,  and  giveth  to 
the  true  birth. 

Quefl.  5.  What  did  Chrifl  judge  of  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifees  according  to  his  knowledge  of  them  from  the  Spirit 
and  power  of  life? 

Anf.  That  they  were  hypocrites,  painted  walls,  and 
fepulchres,  which  made  a  fair  fhevv  in  the  flefli,  byt 
were  not  of  nor  in  the  truth. 

Quefl.  6.  Is  the  fpirit  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees^  to 
he  found  now  in  the  world? 

AnJ.  There  is  nothing  new  under  the  fun.  The 
fpirit  of  wickednefs  and  deceit  is  always  the  fame,  ia. 
all  ages  and  generations  -,  and  the  Spirit  of  holinefs 
^nd  truth  is  the  fame  alfo.  So  that  Cain,  Ilhmael, 
Efau,  the  fcoffer  and  perfecuter  of  the  prophets  (of 
Chrifl's  apofllcs  and  holy  martyrs)  are  to  be  found  in 
every  uge  (the  fame  in  Spirit  and  nature  with  them)  ; 
and  fo  are  Abel,  Enoch,  Ifaac,  Japob,  &c. 

Queft, 
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Queft.  7.   Where  is  the  Jfirit  of  the  Scribes  and  Pha- 
rifees  now  to  be  found  ? 

AnJ.  They  in  all  profeflions  (gatherings  and  walk- 
ings) that  are  ftrict,  zealous,  and  righteous,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  underftandings  and  apprehenfions  of 
the  letter,  and  not  according  to  the  Spirit  and  power 
of  the  endlefs  life,  they  are  of  and  in  that  fpirit. 

Queft.  8.  How  may  a  man  come  out  of  the  fpirit  of  the 
Scribes'  and  PharifeeSy  and  into  the  Spirit  of  Cbrifl  ? 

Anf.  By  coming  to  the  power  of  the  endlefs  life 
wherein  Chrift's  miniftry  is,  wherein  his  Spirit  is  fek 
and  minifiereth.  This  fhuts  out  all  the  deceits  and 
devices  of  that  fpirit  which  lieth  in  wait  to  deceive. 
He  may  entangle  the  mind  about  the  letter,  about 
the  underftanding  of  fcriptures,  and  praftices  and  or- 
dinances there  :  but  he  that  begins  in  the  Spirit  (in 
the  power  of  life,  in  the  living  demonftration  of  truth) 
is  out  of  his  compafs ;  and  there  abiding,  groweth 
up  and  remaineth  out  of  his  reach. 

Queft.  9.  How  may  a  man  come  to  the  power  of  the 
endlefs  life  ? 

Anf.  By  waiting  to  feel  it.  There  is  fomewhat  of 
God  near  every  man  ;  which,  his  fpirit  retiring  and 
waiting  on  the  Lord,  the  Lord  will  give  him  to  feel 
in  the  feafons  of  his  good  pleafure.  For  it  is  near 
man,  not  as  a  talent  always  to  lie  dead  and  buried, 
but  to  work  in  him,  and  bring  him  out  of  his  own 
finful  corrupt  nature  into  its  holy  pure  nature. 

Queft.  10.  How  may  a  man  feel  and  know  the  power 
of  this  life  ^ 

Anf  By  its  nature,  properties,  manner,  and  end  of 
working  m  tlie  heart.  It  enlightens  the  foul,  it  quick- 
ens to  God,  it  draws  the  heart  from  that  which  is 
manifeftly  and  fenfibly  evil  v/ithout  difpute,  it  opens 
the  eye  to  fee  and  difcern  that  which  is  holy  and  good, 
inflaming  the  mind  with  defires  after  it.  Nov/  rhis  is 
the  appearance  of  the  Holy  One,  wlio  thus  appear:] 
and  begins  to  work,  to  draw  the  mind  from  that  which 
is  finful  and  deftroyeth,  to  that  which  is  holy  and 
faveth.     Happy,  oh  I  happy  is  he  who  thus  feels  the 

drawing, 
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drawing,  quickening  Spirit,  and  in  faithfulnefs  gives 
up  thereto  !  for  he  (by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  life) 
fhall  feel  Cain,  the  facrificer  according  to  the  flefh, 
Ilhmael  the  feed  of  Abraham  after  the  flefh,  Efau  the 
firft  birth,  whofe  mind  is  in  the  earth  :  he  fhall  feel  thefe, 
I  fay,  call  out ;  and  Abel  the  righteous  feed,  who 
lives  and  facrifices  in  the  true  faith ;  Ifaac  the  feed  of 
promife,  Jacob  the  wreftler  with  God,  in  the  power 
and  ftrength  of  his  own  Spirit,  with  the  tears  and 
fupplications  which  are  from  his  own  life  j  he  (hail 
feel  (1  fay)  this  nature,  birth,  and  Spirit  raifed  in 
him,  and  his  foul  in  it  living  to  God,  and  increafing 
in  union  and  fellowfhip  with  him. 


Some    QJJ  E  S  T  I  O  N  S    anfwered   concerning 
Blasphemy  and  Blasphemers. 


Queft.  I.  XTTHJtis  hlafphemy  ? 

Y  Y  Anf,  It  is  the  reproaching  or  fpeak- 
ing  ill  of  the  truths  or  name  of  God,  in  any  of  their 
appearances,  or  of  them  whom  he  hath  chofen  to 
bear  his  name,  or  hold  forth  his  truth.  To  reproach 
the  name  or  truths  of  God,  as  they  have  been  held 
forth  in  former  ages,  or  as  they  are  held  forth  in  this 
age  i  or  to  fpeak  evil  of  the  inftrument  he  then  chofe, 
or  now  chufeth  and  maketh  ufe  of  to  hold  them  forth  i 
this  is  blafphcmy  :  and  the  Lord  will  not  hold  him 
guiltlefs  who  fo  doth,  whatfoever  he  be. 

Queft.  2.  In  which  refpe£f  are  men  moji  liable  to  blaf- 
fhemy  ?  Are  they  apteji  to  reproach  and /peak  evil  of  God's 
truths,  as  they  have  been  held  forth  in  former  agesy  and 
the  injlruments  by  which  God  then  held  them  forth  ?  or  are 
they  apter  to  reproach  and /peak  evil  of  the  truths  of  God, 
as  they  are  held  forth  in  their  age,  and  the  injiruments  and 
minifiers  who  then  held  them  forth  ? 

Anf,  Men  are  not  fo  liable  to  blafpheme  the  truths 
(or  name)    of  God,    as  formerly  held  forth,  or  the 
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meflengers  and  minifters  of  former  ages,  as  the  prc- 
fent  truth  and  the  prefent  nniniftry. 

Queft.  3.  How  Cometh  that  about y  or  why  is  it  fo  ? 

Anf.  Becaufe  the  truths  of  former  ages,  and  the 
miniftry  therein,  have  wrought  through  the  deceit  and 
oppofition,  which  withftood  them  in  their  day,  and 
have  left  a  good  favour  behind  them  •,  fo  that  it  would 
be  hard  and  difadvantageous  to  the  evil  fpirit  to  en- 
deavour to  bring  a  reproach  over  them.  If  men  fhould 
go  about  to  revile  Mofes  or  the  prophets  of  old, 
Chrift  or  his  apoftles,  who  would  give  an  ear  to  them  ? 
Surely  very  few,  if  any.  But  to  cry  up  thefe  and 
their  dodrine,  and  to  endeavout  to  make  the  prefent 
difpenfation  of  truth  appear  to  men,  as  if  it  were 
different  from,  and  contrary  to,  thefe  (of  another 
nature,  of  another  fpirit,  tending  to  other  ends,  and 
towards  the  producing  of  other  effefts)  j  this  is  a 
very  fubtil  device,  and  an  advantageous  way  of  op- 
pofing  the  prefent  truth  and  miniftry  with ;  and  this 
way  the  enemy  hath  taken  all  along.  Mofes,  in  his 
day,  had  enemies  and  refifters,  but  after  his  death  we 
never  hear  him  fpoken  againft ;  but  thofe  that  with- 
ftood the  prophets  in  after-ages,  would  honour  the 
remembrance  of  Mofes.  In  Chrift's  day  they  would 
honour  both  Mofes  and  the  prophets  •,  but  Chrift,  and 
his  difciples  and  apoftles,  were  reproached  as  blaf- 
phemers  and  deceivers.  After  that  age,  Chrift  and 
his  apoftles  were  generally  acknowledged,  as  well  as 
Mofes  and  the  prophets  ;  but  yet  they  that  were  in 
the  fame  Spirit,  in  the  fame  life,  in  the  fame  nature, 
have  afterwards  ftill  been  perfecuted  and  oppofed  by 
the  prefent  age. 

Queft.  4.   IVho  are  the  great  blafphemers  in  every  age? 

AnJ.  They  which  profefs  truth,  but  are  not  in  the 
power  and  life  of  that  which  they  profefs ;  and  among 
thefe,  thofe  efpecially  who  have  had  any  tafte  of  the 
power  :  for  if  thefe  turn  from  the  power,  which  it 
pleafed  God  to  give  them  fome  tafte  of,  they  are  given 
np  by  God  to  delufion,  deviliftinefs,  fubtilty,  and 
enmity,    above    all   others.  ^    For   as    the    blafphemy 
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(which  I  am  fpeaking  of)  is  above  truth  and  the 
name  of  Chrift,  fo  it  is  chiefly  to  be  found  among 
thofe  who  pretend  to  his  name.  Thofe  that  have  the 
outward  name,  knowledge,  and  talk  about  the  name, 
about  Chrift,  about  the  heavenly  things  j  thefe  blaf- 
pheme  and  reproach  thofe  who  have  and  are  in  the 
thing  itfclf,  who  dwell  in  heaven,  and  worfhip  in  the 
heavenly  place,  even  in  the  true  tabernacle  which  God 
hath  pitched,  and  not  man.  Thefe  bring  their  know- 
ledge, wifdom,  fcriptures,  experiences,  obfervations, 
and  all  that  ever  they  can  reap  and  rend,  againft  the 
prefent  power  and  life  of  truth. 

Qucft.  5.  How  come  men^  who  pretend  to  truth,  and 
to  Jeek  after  it^  to  run  into  this  grievous  and  dangerous 
hlafphemy  ? 

AnJ.  By  reafon  of  their  not  being  in  that,  which 
demonftrateth  the  truth  in  the  holy  power  and  nature 
thereof.  They  want  its  light  and  demonftration,  and 
fo  underftand  things  out  of  it ;  and  in  this  their  own 
mifunderftanding  turn  againft  that  which  ftiould  en- 
lighten, fandify,  and  preferve  them.  Now,  not  being 
in  that  (but  in  another  thing)  ;  not  being  in  the  true 
Spirit,  in  the  true  light,  in  the  true  knowledge,  in 
the  true  fenfe  and  underftanding,  they  muft  needs  err 
and  misjudge ;  and  the  greater  their  knowledge,  abi- 
lity, wifdom,  and  zeal  is,  the  more  defperate  and 
dangerous  is  their  path  of  error,  both  to  themfc^lves 
and  others.  Who  erred  fo  dangeroufly  in  that  day, 
as  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  •,  which  by  their  wildom, 
knowledge,  and  fkill  in  the  fcriptures,  would  difpute 
againft  Chrift,  prove  he  was  not  (he  could  not  be) 
the  Meffiah,  according  to  the  fcriptures  (bidding  men 
fearch  the  fcriptures,  and  fee  if  any  prophet  came  out 
of  Galilee,  John  vii.  52.)  judged  him,  who  was  in- 
deed the  holy  one  (who  loved  righteoufnefs,  and  hated 
iniquity)  an  unholy  one,  a  finner  and  companion  of 
finners,  a  blafphemer,  deceivef,  &c.  ?  And  in  the 
fame  fpirit,  the  ftrifter  a  man  is,  and  the  more  he 
knows,  and  the  more  confident  he  is  of  his  know- 
ledge and  fkill  in  the  fcriptures,  the  more  delperately 

and 
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^nd  dangeroudy  will  he  venture  to  oppofe  the  appear- 
ance of  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  in  this 
day. 

Queft.  6.  How  come  they  who  have  Jo  much  literal 
knowledge  of  fcriptures^  and  have  had  a  true  fenfe  and 
experience  (fame  of  them)  of  the  things  of  Gody  to  be 
out  of  that  which  demonjirateth  the  truth  ? 

Anf.  By  their  turning  from  it,  and  rejefling  it.  The 
Scribes  and  Pharifees  rejected  the  counfel  of  God 
againfl:  themfelves.  There  is  but  one  thing  can  opea 
the  eyes,  ?nd  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  turned  againft 
it,  believing  that  their  eyes  were  opened  already,  by 
the  light  and  knowledge  which  they  had  received  fronn 
Mofes.  "  Mofes,  faid  they,  we  know  God  fpeaks 
*'  to  ;  but  as  for  this  fellow,  we  know  not  from  whence 
"  he  is.  And  jufl:  fo  is  it  now.  Oh  I  that  yc  could 
*'  read,  whofe  ftate  it  is  ! 

Qiieft.  7.  Why  do  they  turn  from  it  and  reje^  it? 

Anf.  Becaufe  it  anfwers  not  their  expedlations.  That 
appearance  of  Chrift  in  flelh  in  that  day,  did  not 
anfwer  the  expectations  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees. 
And  this  appearance  of  Chrill  in  his  Holy  Spirit  and 
power  after  the  apoftafy,  doth  not  anfwer  the  expec- 
tations of  many  now.  And  fo,  not  appearing  as  what 
they  look  for,  as  what  they  have  expected,  according 
to  their  appjehenfions  and  underftanding  of  the  fcrip- 
tures,  they  cannot  (fo  (landing  and  believing)  wait, 
but  turn  from  it,  and  turn  the  fcriptures  againft  it, 
as  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  turned  the  fcriptures 
againft  that  appearance  of  Chrift. 

Now,  Oh  !  that  men,  that  have  any  defires  after 
truth,  might  not  run  into  this  kind  of  blafphemy, 
and  fo  tliereby  provoke  and  turn  that  Spirit  and  power 
of  life  againft  them,  which  alone  is  able  to  fave  them. 
For  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord  turneth  againft: 
the  other  fpirit,  in  all  its  devices  and  trans  formings, 
and  againft  them  who  are  joined  to  that  fpirit.  And 
as  the  eye  of  the  Lord  is  chiefly  upon  his  prefenc 
miniftration  of  truth  in  the  prefent  age  to  mind  that, 
to  blefs  that,  to  appear  in  .that  i    fo  his  Spirit  moft 
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turneth  againft  that  whicn  oppofeth  and  feeketh  to 
overturn  it.  Yea,  little  do  men  know  what  they  have 
loft  from  God,  as  to  themfelves  and  their  own  ftates  ; 
and  what  they  are  become  in  his  light,  by  oppofing 
the  prefent  difpenfation  and  miniftration  of  truth; 
even  as  little  do  many  know  in  this  day,  as  the  Scribes 
and  Pharifees  did,  in  their  day,  what  they  brought 
upon  themfelves  and  others,  whom  they  infefted  (by 
their  falfe  knowledge  and  wrong  expounding  and 
managing  of  the  fcriptures)  with  a  prejudiced  fpirit 
againft  Chrift. 

The  Lord  did  promife  that  he  would  become  the 
Shepherd,  and  gather  his  fheep  himfelf,  after  the 
cloudy  and  dark  day.  He  is  come  to  feek  out,  to 
gather,  to  heal,  to  bind  up,  to  comfort,  to  preferve, 
&:c.  He  is  known,  he  is  witnefTed,  he  is  received ; 
his  life,  virtue,  healing  and  faving  power  is  felt.  Let 
men  reproach  and  revile  it  ever  fo  much,  yet  it  is 
known  to  be  the  thing,  the  pearl,  the  feed  of  the 
kingdom,  &c.  Yea,  and  he  that  receiveth  it,  and  is 
born  of  it,  knoweth  that  he  is  of  God,  and  hath  the 
true  nature  of  life,  and  true  language  from  God  j 
which  that,  which  knoweth  God,  heareth ;  but  that 
which  is  not  of  God,  cannot  hear. 


QJJESTION  concerning  Miracles 
fwered. 


an- 


Queft.  T  F  this  be  a  new  difpenfation  of  the  life  and 
Jl  power  of  God,  even  of  the  preaching  of  the 
everlafling  gofpel  again  after  the  apojiafyy  why  is  it  not 
accompanied  with  outward  miracles  noWy  as  formerly  it 
was?  I  Jay  outward  miracles,  becauje  it  is  accompanied 
with  inward  miracles.  For  the  lame  (that  could  never 
fet  Jiep  in  the  path  of  life)  do  now  walk  j  the  eyes  that 
were  blind,  are  opened,  and  do  now  fee  -,  the  ears  that  were 
deaf  have  been  unfioppedy  and  do  now  hear-,  the  lepers 

inwardly 
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inwardly  (who  were  all  overfpread  with  fin  and  corrwp- 
lion)  have  been  wajhed-,  cUanJed^  and  healed^  by  the  pure 
power  j  yea^  the  dead  inwardly  have  been  quickened^  raifedy 
turned  to  him  that  lives  for  evermore,  have  received  life 
from  him^  and  do  live  in  him  and  with  him.  Now  thefe 
are  jnighty  things y  wonderful  miracles^  even  the  fuhflatice 
of  the  miracles  which  were  wrought  under  the  law,  and 
which  Chrift  himfelf  wrought  outwardly.  For  it  was  not 
the  outward  healing,  which  is  falvation,  life,  and  power 
chiefly  aimed  at  therein  ;  but  to  point  men  by  that  to  the 
thing  which  was  to  work  the  inward ;  that  they  might  take 
notice  of  it,  know  it,  come  to  it,  and  wait  upon  it,  to  be 
made  partakers  of  the  inward  health  and  Jalvation  by  it. 
Yet  feeing  in  that  day  Chrift  did  then  pleaje  to  put  forth 
his  power  outwardly,  to  point  to,  and  witnejs  of,  the  in- 
ward, why  doth  he  not  do  fo  now  ? 

Anf.  The  nature  of  the  prefent  difpenfation  doth 
not  require  it.  For  the  prefent  difpenfation  of  life, 
is  to  bring  men  to  the  principle  of  life  which  is  within 
them  (which  is  the  fuin  and  fubftance  of  all  former 
difpenfations);  and  to  bring  them  to  this,  there  doth 
not  need  any  thing  of  a  miraculous  nature  outwardly  j 
but  the  witnefs,  demonftration  and  enlightening  of 
the  Spirit  inwardly.  Now  when  the  outward  law  was 
to  be  received,  then  the  Lord  faw  need  of  outward 
miracles  to  confirm  it  j  fo  aifo  in  the  prophets  days, 
while  that  difpenfation  held,  till  towards  the  coming 
of  Chrift.  And  when  Chrift  came,  in  the  body  pre- 
pared by  the  Father,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  confirm 
(by  outward  viiible  demonftrations  of  his  power  in 
him)  that  this  was  he.  Likewife  afterwards,  the 
apoftles  having  the  doftrine  concerning  that  appear- 
ance to  preach  and  teftify  to  the  world,  the  Lord  was 
alfo  pleafed  and  faw  good  to  confirm  it  by  miracles. 
But  now  there  is  not  any  new  do6trine  to  be  preached. 
The  doftrine  concerning  Chrift  is  the  fame  that  it  was, 
the  very  fame  that  the  apoftles  preached.  Neither  is 
there  any  need  of  confirming  it  now  \  for  it  is  gene- 
rally believed  among  profeilors  of  all  forts  ;  as  Chrift's 
birth,  preaching,  living  holily,  dying  (offering  him- 
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fclf  up  as  a  facrifice  for  fin),  rifing,  afcending,  fitting 
at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father,  who  doubts  of  thefe 
things  ?  But  under  all  this  knowledge  men  hide  their 
fins,  their  lufts,  and  corruptions,  ferving  not  the 
Lord  (not  truly  fearing,  believing  in,  and  obeying 
him)  but  his  enemies,  and  are  become  corrupt  like 
unto  the  Heathen ;  being  in  words  Chriftians,  but  as 
to  the  holy  converfation  and  power  of  the  endlefs  life, 
as  far  from  it  as  the  very  Heathen.  Therefore  hath 
the  Lord  vifited  the  world  in  this  ftate,  and  fent  forth 
■what  he  judged  meet  for  it  in  this  ftate  i  to  wit>  not 
a  miniftry  to  preach  over  that  doftrine,  under  which 
the  Chriftian  world  had  corrupted  themfelves  j  but  to 
point  to  the  principle  of  life,  wherein  is  the  light 
and  power  to  difcover,  lead  from  and  wafh  away  this 
corruption.  And  with  this  miniftry  there  goeth  a 
power,  to  reach  the  heart  and  raife  the  witnefs,  in  all 
that  hear  in  fear,  and  in  the  fenfe  and  dread  of  God  j 
fo  that  the  witnefs  prefently  anfwers,  and  the  mind 
is  inwardly  fatisfied,  knows  the  thing,  and  turns  to 
it.  Now  this  (and  the  efFe(5t  of  this)  is  beyond  mi- 
racles, and  the  fatisfadion  or  aflurance  which  they 
can  afford.  For  miracles  leave  a  difpute  in  the  mind 
(noiwithftanding  all  the  miracles  Chrift  fliewed,  there 
was  yet  a  difpute  and  diffatisfadion  in  the  minds  of 
many  concerning  him).  But  he  that  feels  the  thing 
itfelf  in  the  true  principle,  where  the  dcmonftration 
and  certainty  of  the  Spirit's  aflurance  is  received  ;  he 
is  paft  difpute,  and  is  gone  a  degree,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  beyond  that  fatisfadion  which  miracles  can 
afford.  He  is  out  of  that  ftate  and  mind  which  afketh 
a  fign,  or  feeketh  confirmation  by  a  fign.  So  that 
inen  ought  to  take  heed  how  they  expedb  or  call  for 
miracles  now,  as  the  Jews  did  to  Chrift  for  a  fign  of 
old ;  for  that  is  not  the  temper  of  mind  which  this 
difpenfation  is  to  anfwer,  but  rather  to  draw  men  out 
from  thence  into  a  principle,  into  the  new  life  and 
Spirit  itfeif  J  where  fuller  demonftrations  (of  a  deeper 
liature)  are  given  to  the  foul,  than  outward  miracles 
vare.    Feel  the  power  that  is  revealed,  feel  the  life 
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that  is  made  manifefl:,  let  in  the  light  of  the  day 
which  fhines  ;  this  will  fcatter  the  darknefs  from  thee, 
and  clear  up  the  things  of  the  day  unto  thee.  The 
pure  miniftration  of  power,  the  pure  miniftration  of 
life,  the  light  of  the  everlafting  day  is  come.  Oh  ! 
wait  the  opening  of  the  eye  that  fees  it,  and  be  con- 
ceived and  brought  forth  in  the  womb  of  it. 


Some  further  QJLJ  E  S  T I  O  N  S   anfwered  con- 
cerning the  New  Covenant. 


Queft.  I.  TTTZ/yf^  were  thofe  days^  after  which  the 
y  Y  'Hew  Covenant  was  to  he  made  ? 
AnJ,  They  were  the  days  of  the  law  and  prophets, 
the  days  of  the  firft  covenant,  the  days  of  God's  exer- 
cifing  and  nriaking  trial  of  that  outward  people  the 
Jews,  by  his  outward  and  literal  covenant.  After  the 
full  expiring  of  thofe  days,  another  covenant  was  to 
be  made. 

Queft.  2.  What  arc  the  days  wherein  the  New  Cove- 
nant is  fnade  ? 

j^nj.  They  are  the  days  of  Chrift,  the  days  of  his 
power,  the  days  of  th.e  miniftration  of  his  Spirit. 

Quefi:.  3.  What  is  the  houje  of  Ifrael  and  fudahy  with 
which  this  New  Covenant  is  to  be  made  ?  Is  it  the  Ifrael 
and  Judah  according  to  the  flefp  ?  'The  Ifrael  and  Jndah 
according  to  the  old  covenant ^  or  according  to  the  new  '^ 

Anf.  When  the  old  covenant  is  pafted  away,  the 
confideration  of  Ifrael  and  Judah  (afrer  the  flefti) 
pafTed  away  alfo  \  and  the  new  covenant  is  fitted  for, 
and  made  with,  the  new  Ifrael  and  Judah  j  fo  that,  as 
the  apoftle  faid,  '*  He  is  not"  (now,  according  to 
this  covenant)  "  a  Jew,  that  is  one  outward  ;  nor  is 
"  that  circumcifion,  v/hich  is  outward  in  the  flefh  j 
'*  but  he  is  a  Jew,  which  is  one  inward,"  dec.  The 
gofpel  breaks  down  the  outward  confideration  between 
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Jew  and  Gentile,  and  brings  up  another  confideration 
in  both ;  fo  that  the  promites  and  bleffings  are  not  to 
cither  in  their  old  ftate,  but  as  they  are  gathered  into, 
and  Spring  up  in,  the  new  feed. 

Queft.  4.  Is  this  covenant  faultlefs  ?  Doth  it  mend 
that  which  God  found  amifs  in  the  other  ?  Doth  it  keep 
more  firmly  to  him  than  the  other  did  ?  Is  there  no  falling 
away  from  it  ? 

Avf  Yes,  it  is  faultlefs,  it  doth  help  the  defefts  of 
the  other.  It  doth  keep  more  firmly  to  God.  There 
is  no  falling  away  from  it,  by  thofe  with  whom  it  is 
fully  made,  and  who  are  eftablifhed  in  it.  But  in  the 
paffage  and  travel,  there  is  danger  to  the  foul  which 
IS  not  faithful  and  watchful,  left  it  be  drawn  from  that 
which  gives  it  right  to,  and  entrance  into,  the  cove- 
nant. For  as  the  beginning  is  in  the  faith,  and  in 
the  obedience ;  fo  is  the  continuance,  growth,  and 
progrefs.  Thus  the  gofpel  was  preached,  "  He  that 
"  believeth,  and  is  baptized,  Ihall  be  faved  j"  which 
believing  includes  not  only  a  beginning  to  believe, 
but  a  going  on  therein,  and  continuing  to  the  end. 
For  fo  is  the  promife  and  word  of  Chrift,  "  He  that 
*^  continueth  to  the  end  Ihall  be  faved."  But  if  any 
man  draw  back  from  the  Lord,  from  his  Spirit,  and 
return  into  the  way  of  death  with  the  other  fpirit,  the 
foul  of  the  Lord  will  have  no  pleafure  in  him. 

Obje£l:.  But  then  this  alfo  is  like  thefirfl  covenant t  depend^ 
ing  upon  the  creature,  and  is  defective  as  the  other  was. 

Anf  No ;  this  covenant  doth  not  depend  upon  the 
creature  :  but  upon  God's  love,  mercy,  and  power, 
which  hath  no  limits  in  this  covenant,  but  may  extend 
itfelf  as  far  and  as  long  as  it  pleafeth.  It  dependeth 
upon  the  principle  of  his  life,  upon  the  power  of  his 
Spirit  freely  difpenfed  to  the  creature  j  yet  the  crea- 
ture that  will  reap  and  enjoy  this,  muft  come  to  it  in 
the  faith  and  power  which  is  of  the  principle,  and  in 
the  fame  muft  abide  with  it.  For  God  forceth  none 
to  come,  but  draweth  and  maketh  willing ;  neither 
doth  he  force  any  to  ftay,  but  pcrfuadeth  and  maketh 
willing  to  ftay.     Thjs  is  the  manner  of  his  working 
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in  the  day  of  his  power.  But  now,  if  the  foul  hearken 
to  the  other  fpirit,  and  his  drawings,  and  depart  from 
the  Lord,  and  will  not  hearken  and  be  won  again, 
the  love  and  pleafure  of  the  Lord  turns  from  it,  even 
accordino;  to  the  law  of  this  covenant.  For  there  is 
a  law  of  this  covenant,  according  to  the  nature  of  it 
(according  to  which  the  Lord  works)  as  well  as  there 
was  in  the  other.  ; 

Now  fearch  ye  the  fcriptures  concerning  this  thing. 
Is  there  any  promife  of  falvation,  but  upon  coming 
to  the  Son  -,  or  to  them  that  come,  without  abiding  ? 
Did  not  Chrift  tell  his  own  difciples,  that  as  they  v/ere 
in  the  vine,  in  his  love,  fo  they  mult  abide  there  ? 
It  was  the  law  his  Father  gave  him,  and  the  fame  law 
he  giveth  them.  It  is  natural  to  man  to  backflide; 
and  in  his  backfliding  from  that  wherein  is  the  life 
and  virtue,  how  can  he  but  mifs  of  the  life  and  virtue 
of  it  ?  Therefore,  in  this  covenant,  the  Lord  hath 
provided  that  which  will  heal  the  backdidings,  which 
will  work  out  all  in  man  freely,  which  will  powerfully 
preferve  him,  &c.  But  he  mud  come  to  it  (he  muft 
come  to  the  Son,  he  muft  come  to  the  waters)  and 
he  muft  alfo  abide  there.  Yec  this  is  not  required  of 
him  to  do  of  himfcif  neither,  according  to  the  law 
and  courfe  of  the  old  covenant  j  but  of  him  in  the 
new  ability,  which  is  in  the  new  principle  of  life, 
wherein  he  is  daily  to  receive  it :  yea,  it  is  with  him, 
and  near  him  ;  as  near  him  to  be  daily  drawing  him 
into,  and  preferving  him  in  life,  and  within  the  limits 
of  the  covenant,  as  the  tempter  is  to  be  drawing  him 
into  finning  againft  the  covenant,   and  fo  into  death. 

Queft.  5.  IVbal  doth  God  fromife  to  do  for  the  new 
houje  of  IJrael  and  Jiidah  in  this  new  covenant  ? 

AnJ.  lie  promifeth  to  put  his  lavvs  into  their  mind, 
and  to  write  them  in  their  hearts.  (Oh  !  happy  he 
that  knoweth  thefe  laws,  this  mind,  this  heart,  this 
manner  of  vi/riting  !)  He  promifeth  to  be  their  God, 
and  that  they  Ihall  be  his  people.  (This  covenant  is 
a  powerful  covenant  j  it  will  make  fo  indeed!)  He 
promijleth  to  become  their^ teacher,  and  fuch  a  teacher 
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as  all  fhall  know  him,  from  the  lead  to  the  greatefl:, 
even  fo  as  they  Ihall  not  need  to  feek  out  abroad  after 
the  knowledge  of  him.  (It  is  fo  where  this  covenant 
is  made,  even  with  the  lead  with  whom  it  is  com- 
pleted ;  but  it  is  not  fo  where  it  is  only  begun,  or  in 
fome  few  degrees  carried  on).  He  promifeth  to  take 
away  that  which  alone  is  able  to  hinder  the  good 
things  of  the  covenant ;  for  he  will  be  merciful  to 
their  unrighteoufnefs,  and  their  fins  and  iniquities  will 
he  remember  no  more.  This  alfo  is  witneflcd  accord- 
ing to  the  foul's  growth  in,  and  receiving  into  it  the 
ftrength  of  the  covenant.  For  many  find  finning 
againft  the  covenant,  and  the  remembering  of  their 
iniquities  in  their  paflage  j  yea,  judgment  doth  con- 
tinue in  the  refining  time,  till  that  be  made  to  pafs 
away  thereby  which  the  judgment  is  to;  but  in  the 
covenant  itfelf  is  reft,  joy,  peace,  fatisfaftion,  life, 
and  powerful  redemption  and  righteoufnefs  for  ever- 
more. 

Queft.  6.  How  is  this  covenant  made,  and  how  doth 
thejoul  enter  into  it,  grow  up  in  it,  and  reap  and  enjoy  the 
Jweet  blejfings  and  promijes  of  it  ? 

AnJ.  It  is  made  in  the  faith  and  obedience  of  the 
foul  to  the  gofpcl,  to  the  power  of  the  endlefs  life. 
It  is  made  according  to  the  promife.  The  promife  is 
to  him  that  believes  and  obeys  the  gofpel.  There  is 
no  other  way  in  it  but  union  with  Chrift  in  the  faith, 
from  which  flows  obedience  to  the  holy  commands 
and  requirings  of  his  Spirit.  All  unbelief  and  difobe- 
diencc  is  out  of  this  holy  blefled  covenant.  They  are 
ftops  in  the  way,  and  hinder  the  foul  both  from  en- 
tering into,  and  from  abiding  in,  the  covenant  j  yea, 
the  gates  of  hell  may  eafily  prevail  againft  them  who 
do  not  believe,  obey,  watch  and  pray,  but  enter  into 
the  temptations  of  the  enemy,  which  draw  into  death, 
as  the  motions  and  requirings  of  the  Spirit  lead  into 
iife. 
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A  Brief  ACCOUNT  concerning  Silent 
Meetings  ;  the  Nature,  Ufe,  Jntent,  and 
Benefit  of  theni. 

THIS  is  a  great  myftery,  hid  from  the  eye  of 
man,  who  is  run  from  the  inward  life  into  out* 
ward  oblervations.  He  cannot  fee  cither  that  this  is 
required  by  the  Lord  of  his  people,  or  any  edification 
therein,  or  benefit  thereby;  but  to  the  mind  that  is 
drawn  inward  the  thing  is  plain ;  and  the  building  up 
hereby  in  the  life  of  God,  and  fellowfhip  one  with 
another  therein,  is  fweetly  felt ;  and  precious  refrelh- 
ment  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  received  by  them, 
who  fingly  herein  wait  upon  him  according  to  the  lead- 
ings and  requirings  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  Now  to  open 
the  thing  a  little  to  the  upright-hearted,  if  the  Lord 
pleafe. 

After  the  mind  is  in  fome  meafure  turned  to  the 
Lord,  his  quickenings  felt,  his  feed  beginning  to  arife 
and  fpring  up  in  the  heart,  then  the  flefli  is  to  be 
filent  before  him,  and  the  foul  to  wait  upon  him  (and 
for  his  further  appearings)  in  that  meafure  of  life 
which  is  already  revealed.  Now  this  is  a  great  thing 
to  know  flefli  filenced,  to  feel  the  reafoning  thoughts 
and  difcourfes  of  the  fleflily  mind  ftilled,  and  the  wif- 
dom,  light,  and  guidance  of  God's  Spirit  waited  for. 
For  man  is  to  come  into  the  poverty  of  felf,  into  the 
abafednefs,  into  the  nothingnefs,  into  the  filence  of 
his  fpirit  before  the  Lord ;  into  the  putting  off  of  all 
his  knowledge,  wifdom,  underflanding,  abilities,  all 
that  he  is,  hath  done,  or  can  do,  out  of  this  meafure 
of  life,  into  which  he  is  to  travel,  that  he  may  be 
clothed  and  filled  with  the  nature.  Spirit,  and  power 
of  the  Lord. 

Now  in  this  meafure  of  life  which  is  of  Chrift  (and 
in  which  Chrilt  is,  and  appears  to  the  foul)  there  is 
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the  power  of  life  and  death  ;  power  to  kill  to  the  flefli, 
and  power  to  quicken  to  God  ;  power  to  caufe  the 
foul  to  ceafe  from  its  own  workings,  and  power  to 
■work  in  and  for  the  foul  what  God  requires,  and  what 
is  acceptable  in  his  fight.  And  in  this  God  is  to  be 
waited  upon  and  worfhipped  continually  (both  in  pri- 
vate and  in  publick)  according  as  his  Spirit  draws 
and  teaches. 

For  the  Lord  requireth  of  his  people  not  only  to 
worfhip  him  apart,  but  to  meet  together  to  worlhip 
him,  in  the  feafons,  and  according  to  the  drawings, 
of  his  Spirit :  and  they  that  are  taught  of  him,  dare 
not  forfake  the  aflembling  of  themfelves  together,  as 
the  manner  of  fome  is ;  but  watch  againft  the  temp- 
tations and  fnares,  which  the  enemy  lays  to  deceive 
them  therefrom,  and  to  difturb  their  fenfe  by,  that 
they  might  not  feel  the  drawings  of  the  Father  there- 
unto. 

And  this  is  the  manner  of  their  worfhip.  They  arc 
to  wait  upon  the  Lord,  to  meet  in  the  filence  of  flefh, 
and  to  watch  for  the  ftirrings  of  his  life,  and  the  break- 
ings forth  of  his  power  amongfi:  them.  And  in  the 
breakings  forth  of  that  power  they  may  pray,  fpeak, 
exhort,  rebuke,  fmg,  or  mourn,  &c.  according  as  the 
Spirit  teaches,  requires,  and  gives  utterance.  But  if 
the  Spirit  do  not  require  to  fpeak,  and  give  to  utter, 
then  every  one  is  to  fit  ftill  in  his  place  (in  his  hea- 
venly place  I  mean)  feeling  his  own  meafure,  feeding 
thereupon,  receiving  therefrom  (into  his  fpirit)  what 
the  Lord  giveth.  Now  in  this  is  edifying,  pure  edi- 
fying, precious  edifying;  his  foul  who  thus  waits, 
is  hereby  particularly  edified  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  at  every  meeting.  And  then  alfo  there  is  the 
life  of  the  whole  felt  in  every  veflTel  that  is  turned  to 
its  meafure  ;  infomuch  as  the  warmth  of  life  in  each 
vefTel  doth  not  only  warm  the  particular,  but  they  are 
like  an  heap  of  fre(h  and  living  coals,  warming  one 
another,  infomuch  as  a  great  ftrength,  frelhnefs,  and 
vigour  of  life  flows  into  all.  And  if  any  be  burthened, 
tempted,  buffeted  by  Satan,  bowed  down,  overborne, 
V.  .,  languifh- 
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languifliiug,  afflided,  diftrefifed,  &c.  the  eftate  of  fuch 
is  felt  in  Spirit  and  fecret  cries,  or  open  (as  the  Lord 
pleafeth)  afcend  up  to  the  Lord  for  them,  and  they 
many  tuTies  find  eafe  and  relief,  in  a  few  words  fpoken, 
or  without  words,  if  it  be  the  feafon  of  their  help  and 
relief  with  the  Lord. 

For  abfolutely  filent  meetings  (wherein  there  is  a 
refolution  not  to  fpeak)  we  know  not ;  but  we  wait 
on  the  Lord,  either  to  feel  him  in  words,  or  in  filence 
of  fpirit  without  words,  as  he  pleafeth.  And  that 
which  we  aim  at,  and  are  inftrudted  to  by  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  as  to  filent  meetings,  is  that  the  flefli  in 
every  one  be  kept  filent,  and  that  there  be  no  building 
up,  but  in  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord. 

Now  there  are  feveral  ftates  of  people  :  fome  feel 
little  of  the  Lord's  prefence  ;  but  feel  temptations  and 
thoughts,  with  many  wanderings  and  rovings  of  mind. 
Thefe  are  not  yet  acquainted  with  the  power,  or  at 
lead  know  not  its  dominion,  but  rather  feel  dominion 
of  the  evil  over  the  good  in  them.  And  this  is  a  fore 
travailing  and  mournful  ftate,  and  meetings  to  fuch 
as  tliefe  (many  times)  may  feem  to  themfelves  rather 
for  the  worfe  than  for  the  better.  Yet  even  thefe, 
turning,  as  much  as  m.ay  be,  from  fuch  things,  and 
cleaving  (or  at  lead  in  truth  of  heart  defiring  to 
cleave)  to  that  which  dilliketh  or  witneffeth  againft 
them,  have  acceptance  with  the  Lord  herein  :  and 
continuing  to  wait  in  this  trouble  and  diftrefs  (keep- 
ing clofe  to  meetings,  in  fear  and  fubjeition  to  the 
Lord  who  requireth  it,  though  with  little  appearing 
benefit),  do  reap  an  hidden  benefit  at  prefent,  and 
fhall  reap  a  more  clear  and  manifeft  benefit  afterwards, 
as  the  Lord  wafteth  and  weareth  out  that  in  them, 
wherein  the  darknefs  hath  its  ilrength.  Now  to  evi- 
dence that  the  Lord  doth  require  thefe  filent  meetings, 
or  meetings  after  this  manner  filent,  it  may  thus  ap- 
pear. 

God  is  to  be  worfliipped  in  fpirit,  in  his  own  power 
and  life,  and  this  is  at  his  own  difpofe.  His  church 
IS  a  gathering  in  the  Spirit^.     If  any  man  fpeak  there, 
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he  mufl:  fpeak  as  the  oracle  of  God,  as  the  veflel  out 
of  which  God  fpeaks  i  as  the  trumpet  out  of  which 
he  gives  the  found.  Therefore  there  is  to  be  a  waiting 
in  filence,  till  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  move  to  fpeak, 
iand  alfo  give  words  to  fpeak.  For  a  man  is  not  to 
fpeak  his  own  words,  or  in  his  own  wifdom  or  time ; 
but  the  Spirit's  words,  in  the  Spirit's  wifdom  and 
time,  which  is  when  he  moves  and  gives  to  fpeak. 
And  feeing  the  Spirit  inwardly  nourilheth,  when  he 
giveth  not  to  fpeak  words,  the  inward  fenfe  and  nou- 
rilhment  is  to  be  waited  for,  and  received  as  it  was 
given  when  there  are  no  words.  Yea,  the  miniftry  of 
the  Spirit  and  life  is  more  clofe  and  immediate  when 
without  words,  than  when  with  words,  as  has  been 
often  felt,  and  is  faithfully  teftified  by  many  witnefles. 
Eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath  entered 
into  the  heart  of  man,  how  and  what  things  God 
reveals  to  his  children  by  his  Spirit,  when  they  wait 
upon  him  in  his  pure  fear,  and  worfhip  and  converfe 
with  him  in  fpirit  j  for  then  the  fountain  of  the  great 
deep  is  unfealed,  and  the  everlafting  fprings  furely 
give  up  the  pure  and  living  water. 
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TH  E  gofpel  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation. 
Oh!  blelTed  is  he,  who  meets  with  that  which 
powerfully  faves !  Moft  mens  religion  is  but  a  talk 
and  profeflion  of  that  which  they  have  not  j  and  what 
will  fuch  a  kind  of  religion  avail,  when  it  comes  to  be 
tried  by  the  piercing  fire  of  the  Spirit  of  burning,  and 
pure  (impartial)  judgment.  "  Neither  circumcifion 
"  availeth  any  thing,  nor  uncircumcifion,  but  a  new 
"  creature."  Alas!  how  few  know  that!  And  yet 
'^  if  any  man  be  in  Chrift,  he  is  a  new  creature;  old 
"  things  are  pafTed  away,  and  all  things  become  new'* 
there.  Who  can  bear  the  decifion  of  this  trial  ?  For 
many  pretend  to  be  in  Chrift,  and  yet  they  themfelves 
are  ftill  in  the  old  nature  and  fpirit.  "  Be  not  deceived," 
faith  the  apoftle,  "  God  is  not  mocked."  Alas!  how 
many  are  deceived  about  their  religion!  Indeed  it  is 
impofTible  for  a  man  not  to  be  deceived,  who  knoweth 
not  the  anointing,  nor  is  taught  his  religion  by  the 
anointing.  Fie  is  truth  and  no  lie,  and  he  teacheth 
truth  and  no  lie ;  but  mens  apprehenfions  and  con- 
ceivings upon  the  holy  fcriptures  and  myfteries  of  God's 
kingdom,  are  but  like  themfelves,  empty  and  vain. 
Oh!  that  men  could  fee  with  the  true  eye,  hear  with 
the  true  ear,  underftand  with  the  true  heart!  Then 
might  they  know  indeed,  and  come  to  witnefs  the 
Ethiopian  fkin  wailied,  and  the  leopard  fpots  changed; 
but  till  then,  they  may  change  from  one  opinion  to 
another,  and  from  one  profcffion  and  way  of  religion 
to  another,  and  yet  in  nature,  fpirit,  mind,  and  heart, 
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jtea,  and  in  converfation  alfo  (as  to  the  fubftancc  there- 
of), rennain  flill  one  and  the  fame.     And  what  will 
beconne  of  men,  whofe  hope  is  in  their  religion,  in 
their  knowledge  of   Chrift,   in  their  faith,    in   their 
worfhip,  &c.  if  all  thefe,  when  they  come  to  be  tried, 
fhall  be  found  wanting  of  the  true  nature  and  virtue, 
and  condemned  by  the  Lord  for  dead  and  dry !  Oh !  that 
men  knew  what  fliould  be  yoked  down,  what  fhould 
be  turned  from  and  denied,  how  glorioufly  and  takingly 
foever  it  appears !    "  All   flefh  is  grafs  ,*'   all  flefhly 
knowledge  and  religion  mull  pafs  away.     That  which 
the  earthly  man  can  comprehend  in  his  underftand- 
ing,  is  but  the  outward,  the  flefhly  part  of  religion; 
the  fpiritual  knowledge,  the  living  knowledge,  is  re- 
fcrved  for,  and  given  to,   the  fpiritual  capacity  and 
underftanding,  which  the  children  of  the  Mod  High 
received  in  the  new  birth,  and  holy  begettings  of  life. 
Here  are  fomc  queries,   held  forth  in  love  to  thee, 
reader,   to  bring  thee  to  a  true  fenfe  in  many  weighty 
matters.     They  are  not  of  a  confounding  (unlefs  it 
be  to  that  part  which  is  not  to  know),  but  of  an  open- 
ing nature-,  they  were  fweet  to  my  talte,  which    (as  in 
God's  prcfence,    and   by  the  virtue  of  his  life    and 
Spirit  flowing  in  me)  relilhed  the  things  queried  of. 
I  defire  they  may  be  profitable  to  thee  alfo,  and  that 
thou  mayeft  witnefs    the  guidance  of   God's  Spirit, 
leading  thee  into,  and  giving  thee  faithfully  to  walk  in, 
the  way  that  leads  to  eternal  reil.    For  our  days  in  this 
world  are  but  for  a  moment,  and  then  we  muft  be 
judged,   and  difpofed  of  by  the  Lord,  for  ever;  each 
perfon  according  to  the  nature  and  fpirit   he  is  of, 
"  and  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body,  whe- 
**  thcr  they  have  been  good  or  evil."     The  Lord  give 
thee  fo  to  confider  thy  ways,   that  thou  mayeft  apply 
thy  heart  to  true  wifdom;  which  confifts  in  fearing  of 
God,   and  departing  from  evilj  which  the  leaft  child, 
that  is  taught  of  God,  learnsi  and  thofe  that  are  grown 
up  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs,  are  fkilful  and  perfect 
in  J  fo  that  they  cannot  do  any  thing  againft  the  cruth, 
but  in  and  for  the  truth. 

There 
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There  are  alfo  fome  queftions  anfwered;   one  about 
preaching  the  gofpel  after  the  apoftafy,  another  about 
the  reafon  of  God's  not  teaching  others  what  it  pleafeth 
him  to   teach  us;    and   the   way  of  his  teaching  us. 
There  is  likewife  fomewhat  concerning  the  threefold 
appearance  of  Chrift,  and  touching  Mount  Sinai,  fronn 
whence  the  law  of  the  letter  was  given;  and  Mount 
Sion,    from  whence  the  law  of  the  Spirit  goes  forth; 
as  likewife  concerning  the  temple  and  facrifices  under 
the   gofpel,   and  of  the  way  to   know  one's  eledtion, 
and  to  obtain  full  aflurance  thereof,   &c.     All  thefe 
fprang  from  life  in  my  heart,  for  thy  fake  who  breath- 
eft  after   the  Lord,   and  after  his   pure  way  and  holy 
path  of  life,   and  who   readeft  in   humility,  fear,  and 
uprightnefs  ;   and  my  prayers   to  the  God  of  my  life 
go  along  with  them,   that  thy  heart  may  be  opened  by 
him,  in  the  reading  of  them,    and    that   thou   mayeft 
have  the  fenfe  of  them  in  the  fhinings  of  his  light  in 
thine  own  heart,  whofe  work  it  is  to  caufe  it  to  fhine 
out  of  the  darknefs  ;   that  his  glorious  gofpel  may  not 
be  hid  from  the  fons  of  men;  but,  through  the  virtue, 
power,  and  operation  of  the   Spirit  of  truth  (which 
firft  convinceih  of  fin,  and  then  leadeth  out  of  it,   into 
that  which  is  pure  and  holy)  they  may  come  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the   myftery  of  life,   which  hath   been 
hid  from    ages   and    generations,     but  is    now   made 
manifeft  to  God's  children   and  fanftified  ones;   which 
being  made   manifeft  to   them,  is  revealed  and  known 
to  be  Chrift  in  them,  the  hope  of  glory.     The  Lord 
grant  thou  mayeft  know  and  experience  him  to  be  fo  to 
thee  and  in  thee.     Amen. 
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FEW  WORDS  in  General, 

To  thofe  that  Defire  the 

KNOWLEDGE  ofthe  True  GOD. 

The  Infpiration  of  the  Ahnighty  giveth  Under- 

flanding. 
We  know  that  the  Son  of  God  is  come,  and  hath 

given  us  an  Underftanding,  that  we  may  know 

him  that  is  True. 

IT  is  a  great  matter  to  receive  an  underftanding  from 
the  Lord  ;  which  until  a  man  doth,  his  knowledge 
is  neither  true,  living,  nor  faving. 

Now,  he  that  would  receive  an  underftanding  from 
the  Lord,  muft  wait  to  know  the  beginnings  of  the 
new  and  holy  underftanding;  and  what  that  under- 
ftanding and  knowledge  is,  which  ftands  in  the  way 
thereof,  and  how  to  part  therewith :  and  then  he  muft 
faithfully  lofe  and  pare  with  it  for  the  other;  which  is 
pure,  true,  and  heavenly. 

And  when  a  man  hath  received  an  underftanding  from 
the  Lord,  then  he  may  weigh,  conftder,  and  come  to 
know  things  aright:  but  till  then,  deceit  will  lodge  in 
his  heart,  and  have  power  over  him;  and  his  very 
wifdom  and  knowledge  will  pervert  him,  and  turn  him 
afide  from  the  way  of  life  and  truth.  The  wife  pro- 
fefting  Jews  were  hindered  from  owning  the  Mefliah, 
by  the  very  knowledge  which  they  had  gathered  and 
comprehended  out  of  the  letter  of  the  fcriptures. 

But 
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But  if  a  man  hath  received  an  underftanding  from 
the  Lord  in  meafure,  yet  it  is  an  hard  matter  to  keep 
that  underftanding;  and  he  muft  lie  very  low  and 
humble,  who  fo  doth.  Oh!  what  a  continual  watch 
hath  my  foul  had  (and  ftill  hath)  againft  that  part 
wherein  my  religion  formerly  ftood !  For  though  the 
Lord  had  reached  to  the  pure  feed  of  life  in  me,  and 
had  quickened  my  foul  thereby;  yet  I  knew  not  how 
to  turn  to  the  feed,  and  abide  in  the  feed,  and  to  hold 
my  knowledge  and  life  there;  but  was  ftill  ftriving  to 
live  and  know  (and  comprehend  and  praftife)  in  a 
part  above  the  feed;  and  the  enemy  was  ftill  too  hard 
for  me,  and  did  often  deprive  me  of  the  benefit  or  right 
ufe  of  what  the  Lord  had  wrought  in  me,  and  freely 
beftowed  upon  me. 

Alas!  who  can  underftand  this  voice!  Surely  it  is 
very  hard  for  any  fo  to  do,  but  fuch  who  have  had 
fome  fenfible  and  lively  experience  thereof  in  them- 
felves  ;  but  for  want  of  this  knowledge,  fenfe,  and 
experience,  many  are  deeply  deceived  concerning  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  ftate  of  their  own  fouls, 
concerning  faith  in  him,  love  to  him,  pardon  of  fin 
and  juftification  in  and  through  him;  regeneration  and 
fan6lification  by  his  Spirit;  and  concerning  walking  in 
the  way  of  holinefs,  and  obeying  his  commands;  and 
fo  err  in  heart  exceedingly  (both  in  dodrine  and  prac- 
tice) concerning  the  weighty  things  which  appertain  to 
falvation. 

Now  I  having  erred  in  time  paft  in  my  former  pro- 
feffions,  and  been  deeply  perplexed  and  diftrefled, 
through  my  erring  from  the  holy  feed,  Spirit,  and 
power  of  life;  bear  with  mc!  bear  with  me!  yea,  I 
fay  again,  bear  with  me,  if  I  pity  others,  and  finccrely 
defire  that  their  eyes  may  be  opened  to  fee  the  pure, 
living,  holy,  undcfiled  way,  in  which  no  dcfiied  fpirit 
can  v/alk ;  but  a  man  muft  be  truly  made  alive,  and 
truly  cleanfed  in  mind  and  fpirit,  befoie  iie  can  walk 
in  this  way.  Now,  if  we  experimentally,  moft  ten- 
derly, and  in  true  love,  witnefs,  from  the  God  of  life 
and  falvation,  where  the  life  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
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and  the  cleanfing  of  his  blood  and  Spirit  is  met  with, 
arid  that  according  to  the  plain  teftimony  of  the  fcrip- 
tures,  why  are  ye  offended  with  us  for  our  love,  and 
for  telling  you  the  truth,  as  the  Lord  hath  opened  our 
eyes,  and  taught  us  to  fee  and  read  it  in  the  fcriptures 
of  truth,  and  as  we  have  experimentally  found  it  in 
Jefus? 

Well !  the  Lord  knoweth  how  we  are  many  times 
mourning  and  praying  for  you,  while  ye  are  reviling 
and  backbiting  usj  for  we  know  the  way  and  courfe  of 
that  fpirit  wherein  ye  oppofe  us.  And,  oh !  that  ye  your- 
felves  alfo  did  know  what  fpirit  it  is,  which  thus  a6ts 
you !  For  then,  furely,  ye  would  confefs  it  to  be  the 
very  fame  which  oppofed  Chrift  in  the  days  of  his 
flefh,  having  only  a  different  cover  and  way  of  ap- 
pearance; that,  crying  him  up  as  to  comej  this,  as 
already  come ;  but  both  denying  him  who  is  the 
Meffiah.  For  in  that  ye  deny  his  Spirit,  life,  appear- 
ance and  power  in  the  leall  of  his,  ye  deny  him.  Oh! 
that  ye  could  feel  the  tender  bowels,  truth  of  heart, 
and  true  underftanding  from  God's  Holy  Spirit,  wherein 
this  is  written  !  Oh!  that  ye  could  rightly  diftinguilh 
between  the  precious  and  the  vile ;  and  not  call  that 
vile,  which  in  God's  fight  is  precious ;  nor  that  pre- 
cious, which  in  God's  fight  is  vile.  Ye  muft  feel  the 
holy  feed,  the  living  of  God,  judge  in  youj  and  ye 
judge  only  in  that,  or  ye  will  err  in  judging  accord- 
ing to  the  appearance,  and  not  judge  the  righteous 
judgment. 

Reading  Goal,  26th  of  the 
Third  Month,  1671. 

I.  P. 
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LIFE    and    IMMORTALITY 

Brought  to  Light  by  the 

gospel: 

BEING 

A  true  Difcovery  of  the  Nature  and  Ground 
of  the  Religion  and  Kingdom  of  CHRIST,  6cc. 

I. 

Some  ^leries  concerning  the  State  of  the  Church  as  it  was 
in  the  Apojlles  Days,  and  was  to  be  afterwards. 

^lery  i.  Tl!/"'^^  ^^^  ^^^^  church  exceeding  beau- 
y  Y  tiful,  and  in  heavenly  glory,  in  the 
days  of  the  apoftles  ?.  Did  fhe  only  travail  after  life 
and  glory  ?  Did  (he  not  alfo  bring  forth  ?  Did  fhe 
not  witnefs  the  kingdom  come,  the  power  come,  the 
eternal  life  come  ?  And  did  Ihe  not  partake  thereof, 
and  dwell  therein  ?  Was  (lie  not  a  woman  clothed 
with  the  fun,  and  the  moon  under  her  feet,  and  crown- 
ed with  a  crown  of  twelve  ftars  ?  Yea,  did  fhe  not 
bring  forth  the  man-child,  which  was  to  rule  all  na- 
tions with  a  rod  of  iron  ?  Who  can  read  this  Hate, 
who  is  not  in  fome  meafure  a  partaker  of  the  fame 
glory? 

^lery  1.   Was  not  this  heaven  afterwards  wrapped 
up,    rolled  up  j    and  did  not  this  glory  pafs  away  ? 

E  3  Did 
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Did  not  the  great  red  dragon  fight  with  the  woman  ? 
And  did  fhe  not  fly  into  the  wildernefs,  and  was  not 
the  man-child  caught  up  to  God  ?  And  did  not  the 
remnant  of  her  feed  (who  had  the  teftimony  of  Jefus, 
and  who  kept  hiis  commandments)  teftify  and  pro- 
phefy  in  facecloth  ?  Read  the  xith  and  xiith  chapters 
of  the  Revelations. 

^ery  3.  Upon  the  flight  of  the  true  church  into 
the  wildernefs  (when  fhe  was  thus  gone  out  of  fight) 
did  not  the  falfe  church  fl:art  up ;  which  made  a  glo- 
rious and  taking  appearance  in  the  world,  to  the  eye 
of  man's  wifdom  ?  Did  not  fhe  fit  upon  a  fcarlet- 
coloured  beaft  (wife  and  ftrong)  having  feven  heads, 
and  ten  horns  ?  Was  fhe  not  arrayed  in  purple  and 
fcarlet  colour,  and  decked  with  gold  and  precious 
flones,  and  pearls,  having  a  golden  cup  in  her  hand, 
making  the  kings,  nations,  and  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  drunk  with  the  wine  of  her  fornication  ?  What 
do  thofe  things  mean  ?  What  did  the  wifdom  of  God 
thus  defcribe  her  for  ? 

^lery  4.  What  did  the  true  church  carry  into  the 
wildernefs  with  her,  and  what  did  fhe  leave  behind 
her  ?  Did  not  the  temple,  the  altar,  and  the  true  wor- 
Ihippers  go  along  with  her  ?  Did  not  the  Gentiles,  fuch 
as  were  not  true  Jews,  fuch  as  could  not  come  into 
the  temple  (but  only  into  the  outward  court,  and 
worfhip  there)  did  not  thefe  flay  behind  ?  And  had 
not  thefe  Gentiles  henceforth  (from  the  true  church's 
flight  into  the  wildernefs)  the  outward  court  given  to 
them,  that  they  might  make  ufe  of  it  (and  worfhip 
in  it)  as  much  as  they  would  ?  The  virtue,  the  life, 
the  power,  the  Spirit  being  taken  away,  and  removed 
with  the  true  church,  which  fled  into  the  wildernefs, 
what  did  God  regard  the  outward  ?  "  Leave  it  out  of 
"  my  meafure,  faith  the  Lord,  and  give  it  to  the  Gen- 
"  tiles,"  Rev.  xi.  2. 

^ery  5.    What  is  the  cup,  the  golden  cup,   which 
this  falfe  church  hath   in  her  hand,  wherein  are  for- 
ceries  and  witchcrafts,  wherewith  fhe  bewitcheth  people, 
and  maketh  them  drunk  ?  Is  it  not  a  glorious  appear- 
ance 
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ance  of  things  without  the  true  life  and  power  ?  Doc- 
trines concerning  God,  dodlrines  concerning  Chrift, 
do6lrines  concerning  worfhip,  dodrines  concerning 
fan(ftity,  &c.  Yea,  but  the  Spirit,  the  life,  the  power, 
that  was  in  the  apoftles  days,  is  wanting.  What  re- 
mains of  thefe  is  to  be  found  with  the  true  church  in 
the  wildernefs  (the  blood  of  whofe  feed  fhe  drinks) 
not  with  her. 

^ery  6.  What  will  become  of  this  great  woman  in 
the  end  ;  this  rich,  this  glorious  church  ?  Shall  fhe 
continue  for  ever  ?  Shall  flie  fit  as  a  queen  for  ever, 
and  never  fee  forrow  ?  Shall  the  true  church  never 
come  out  of  the  wildernefs,  to  be  reflored  to  her 
beauty  and  glory  again?  Nay,  nay;  in  one  day  fhall 
her  plagues  come  j  death,  and  mourning,  and  famine. 
It  is  true,  (he  is  wife  and  fcrong  (and  the  bead  alfo, 
on  which  fhe  fits  and  rides,  who  is  able  to  make  war 
with  ?  faith  man's  wifdom) ;  but  wifer  and  ftronger  is 
the  Lord  God  Almighty,  v/ho  judgeth  her,  and  who 
is  taking  and  will  take  to  him  his  great  power,  where- 
with he  will  thunder  againft  her,  until  he  hath  brought 
her  dov/n,  and  her  flefh  be  utterly  burnt  with  fire. 

^lery  7.  What  fhall  become  of  thofe  who  drink  of 
her  cup,  and  who  believe  and  worfhip  as  fhe  teacheth  ? 
Shall  they  not  all  drink  of  the  wine  of  the  cup  of  the 
wrath  of  God  Almighty,  poured  out  without  mixture  ? 
Shall  they  not  partake  of  her  dreadful  plagues,  in  the 
hour  of  her  judgment  ?  Read  Rev.  xiv.  5,  10,  11.  and 
chap,  xviii.  For  thefe  things  are  to  come  to  pafs  as 
certainly  as  they  were  foretold  j  and  when  they  do 
come  to  pafs,  blelTed  fliall  the  faints  be  who  have  fuf- 
fered  with  patience,  keeping  the  commandments  and 
the  faith  of  Jefus ;  and  woe  will  be  to  them  who  have 
perfecuted  them,  and  drunk  their  blood.  Read  the 
xiiith,  xivth,  xviith,  and  xixth  chapters  of  the  Reve- 
lations, which  fignify  of,  and  teflify  to,  thefe  things. 

Now  whereas  many  fay,  that  the  book  of  the  Reve- 
lations is  fuch  a  myftical  book,  that  it  is  not  to  be 
underltood;  to  what  end  then  was  it  written  f  It  was 
the  revelation  of  Jefus  Chriil,  which  God  gave  unto 
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him,    to  fhew  unto  his  fervants  things  which   muft 
ihortly  come  to  pafs,    chap.  i.   i.   and  would  Chrift: 
give  them  forth  in  fuch  words  as  could  not  be  under- 
ilood  ?  Again  it  is  faid,  ver.  5.  Bleffed  is  he  that  read- 
eth,  and  they  that  hear  the  words  of  this  prophecy, 
and  keep  thofe  things  which  are  written  therein  j  for 
the  time  is  at  hand.     How  can  any  be  blelTed  in  read- 
ing,   or  how  can  any   keep  what   is  written  therein, 
without    underitanding    the  things  contained  in   it  ? 
How  can  any  follow  the  true  church  into  the  wildcr- 
nefs,    or  avoid  being   taken  with   the  golden  cup  of 
fornications  of  the  falfe   church,  or  refufe  the  mark 
of  the  bead  (that  he  take  it  neither  oh  his  forehead 
nor  hand,  nor  have  the  name  of  the  bead  upon  him, 
nor  fo  much  as  the  number  of  his  name)  unlefs  he 
truly  and  rightly  underlland  thefe  warnings  and   de- 
fcriptions  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  given  forth  in 
the  book,  to  preferve  in  the  way  of  truth,  in  the  way 
of  life    (though  through  great  fufferings  and  tribu- 
lations)   out  of   the  way  of  fpiritual  whoredom  and 
death  ?  For  myftical  Babylon,  the  nations  of  the  earth 
and  great  ones  (generally)  commit  fornication  with. 
Rev.  xvii.  2.  and  xviii.  3.     Indeed  this  book  is  a  myf- 
tery  to  man's  wifdom ;  for  it  was  not  given   to  the 
wifdom    of  this  world,    but  is  hid  from  that  •,    but 
God  gave  it  Ghrift  to  give  to  his  fervants  j  and  it  is  not 
a  myftery  (but  opened  and  revealed  by  the  Father's 
Spirit)  to  the  children  of  the  true  wifdom,  who  are 
inftru(fled  and  taught  of  God  to  efcape  the  bed  of 
whoredom  and  fpiritual  fornication,  which  the  earthly 
wifdom  (in  the  wifefl  men  of  this  world)  is  intangled 
in. 


lU 
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II. 

Some  ^eries  on  Chap.  xxix.   and  xxx.  of  Deut.  com- 
pared  with  Rom.  x. 

^ery  i.  T^ID  not  God  command  Mofes  to  make 
\^  a  covenant  with  the  children  of  Ifrael 
in   the   land  of  Moab,   befides  the  covenant  he  made 
with  them  in  Horeb  ?  Deut.  xxix.  i. 

^ery  %.  \Vhat  was  this  covenant  ?  Was  it  of  the 
fame  nature  with  the  former,  or  was  it  of  a  dif- 
ferent nature  ?  Was  not  the  former  the  covenant 
of  the  law  \  And  was  not  this  the  covenant  of  the 
gofpei  ?  Did  not  this  covenant  contain  the  promife 
of  circumcifmg  the  heart  ?  Deut.  xxx.  6.  Whereas, 
under  the  other  covenant,  notwithftanding  all  the 
temptations,  figns,  and  miracles  which  they  had  feen 
in  Egvpt,  and  in  the  wildernefs,  about  the  fpace  of 
forty  years  j  yet  the  Lord  had  not  given  them  an  heart 
to  perceive,  and  eyes  to  fee,  and  ears  to  hear,  unto 
that  day.  But  Mofes  and  Aaron,  with  Caleb  and 
Jofnua,  who  knew  and  partook  of  the  other  covenant, 
they  were  of  a  better  fpirit,  and  underftood  the  lead- 
ings'and  commands  of  God,  and  followed  after  him. 

^ery  7^.  Had  the  Jews  minded  this  covenant,  might 
they  not  have  been  able  to  keep  the  other  aifo  .''  Did 
any  fail  in  facrifices,  or  outward  obedience  to  the  law, 
who  kept  to  this  covenant  ?  What  an  holy  m.an  was 
Samuel,  who  did  not  fo  much  as  err  in  government, 
but  could  plead  with  the  people,  Whofe  ox  or  afs 
have  I  taken,  or  whom  have  I  defrauded  or  opprefied  ? 
Zacharias,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  walked  in  all  the 
commandments  and  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blamelefs. 
And  {o  the  children  of  God  in  the  gofpei,  who  have 
a  new  heart,  and  a  new  fpirit,  and  walk  not  after  the 
flefh,  but  after  the  Spirit  and  law  of  life  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  they  alfo  fulfil  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law 
declared  in  the  letter,  Rom.  viii.  4. 

^ery 
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^itry  4.  What  is  the  commandment  of  this  cove- 
nant, and  where  is  it  written  ?  The  commandm'-^nis  of 
the  other  covenant  are  written  in  the  law  of  Mofes, 
and  in  tables  of  ftone  j  but  where  is  this  commar-»d- 
ment  written,  or  where  is  it  to  be  found  ?  Is  it  in 
heaven  above,  to  be  fetched  down  from  thence ;  or  is 
it  beyond  the  fea  ?  &c.  Nay,  is  it  not  very  nigh  ?  Is 
not  the  Word  of  this  commandment  nigh  in  the  mouth 
and  in  the  heart  ?  And  is  it  not  there  placed  by  the 
Lord  for  this  very  end,  that  men  might  hear  and 
do  it  ? 

^ery  5.  Was  not  this  the  Word  or  commandment 
of  life  and  good,  or  of  death  and  evil  to  the  Jews  ? 
(See  chap.  xxx.  14,  15.)  And  is  it  not  fo  alfo  to  man- 
kind ?  1  le  that  hears  and  obeys  the  Word  of  this  com- 
mandment, doth  he  not  live  and  partake  of  good  ? 
He  that  difobeys  it,  doth  he  not  die,  and  undergo 
wrath  and  evil,  tribulation  and  anguifh  upon  his  foul 
from  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  either  poured  out  upon 
him  at  prefent,  or  treafured  up  for  him  againft  here- 
after ?  Read  Rom.  ii.  5,  6,  &c. 

^tery  6.  Was  not  this  other  covenant,  this  fecond 
covenant,  this  new  covenant,  which  God  bid  Mofes 
make  with  them  then,  the  fame  which  God  makes 
with  believers  in  the  days  of  the  gofpel  ?  The  old 
covenant  had  been  made  with  the  Jews  before  j  was 
not  this  the  new  ?  They  had  had  the  law  in  the  letter 
before,  wherein  the  commandment  was  afar  off;  bue 
is  not  the  commandment  of  the  new  covenant  (the 
law  of  the  Spirit  of  life)  nigh  ?  And  had  not  the 
people  of  the  Jews  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  nigh  to 
inftrud  them,  by  virtue  of  this  covenant  ?  That  they 
had  fo,  is  plain,  Nehem.  ix.  20.  and  Ifai.  Ixiii.  10. ; 
but  whether  they  had  the  Spirit  nigh  to  them  by  vir- 
tue of  the  old  covenant,  or  by  virtue  of  the  new 
(which  Mofes  was  appointed  by  God  to  make  with 
them,  as  is  afore  exprelTed)  let  the  wife  in  heart  con- 
fider.  And  whether  the  tender  mercies  which  God 
all  along  expreffed  to  them  (as  is  mentioned  Ifai.  Ixiii, 
7.)  were  by  virtue  of  that  covenant  wherein  God  had 

continuaiL 
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continual  advantages  and  provocations  againft  them, 
or  by  virtue  of  this  covenant,  from  which  mercy  and 
redemption  is  continually  fpringing  freely  towards 
the  Ifrael  of  God  ? 

^ery  7.  Whether  the  Word  of  faith  which  the 
apoltles  preached,  was  not  the  fame  Word  nigh  in  the 
mouth  and  heart  which  Mofes  preached  ?  Is  not  the 
Word  of  life,  the  Word  of  faith,  the  Word  of  the 
new  covenant,  one  and  the  fame  thing  in  all  ages  and 
generations  ?  Indeed  there  are  outward  fayings  and 
teftimonies  after  divers  manners  •,  but  Chrift  is  the 
fame  yefterdav,  to-day,  and  for  ever.  And  the  com- 
mandment of  life  in  the  mouth  and  heart  changeth 
not,  but  is  always  one  and  the  fame. 

^lery  8.  What  is  the  juilification  under  this  cove- 
nant ;  or  what  is  that  which  God  hath  an  eye  to  in 
juitifying  any  perfon  here  ?  Is  it  not  the  obedience  of 
faith?  What  doth  God  condemn  but  unbelief?  And 
will  he  noL  juflify  faith  ?  For  faith  flows  from  life,  and 
life  from  Chrift.  So  that  indeed  here  the  holy  root 
makes  all  that  are  of  it  holy,  and  the  righteous  root 
makes  all  that  are  of  it  righteous  ;  and  he  that  doth 
righteoufnefs  is  righteous,  even  as  he  is  righteous, 
I  John  iii.  7.  And  Chrift  is  here  indeed  made  unto 
the  foul  that  thus  receives  him  and  obeys  him  as  the 
Word  and  commandment  of  life:  I  fay,  he  is  indeed 
made  unto  fuch  an  one  of  God  wifdom,  ri^hteoulhefs, 
fan6lification,  and  redemption  ;  and  bleiTed  are  they 
that  do  not  miftake  about  this,  but  come  truly  to 
witnel's  it. 

III. 

Some  ^eries  concerning  DeJi-ruBion  and  Sahation, 

^ury  I.  XT  7  H ETHER  there  be  not  fomewhat 
y  Y  which  dcftroys,  which  hach  the  na- 
ture of  deata  and  deftrudlion  in  it,  and  which  leaven- 
eth  with  death  and  deftruttion,  as  it  is  let  in  and  re- 
ceived ? 
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"  j^uery  2,  "Whether  there  be  not  fomewhat  alfo  which 
faves,  which  hath  the  nature  of  life  and  falvation  in 
it,  and  which  leaveneth  with  life  and  falvation,  as  it 
is  let  in  and  received  ? 

^ery  3.  Whether  that  which  deftroys  be  not  near, 
and  whether  that  which  faves  be  not  near  alfo  ?  (Doth 
not  Chrift  ftand  at  the  door  and  knock  ?  And  nnay  not 
he  be  heard  and  let  in  ?  See  Rev.  iii.  20.) 

^ery  4.  Whether  this,  which  is  fo  near,  and  fo 
able  to  fave,  was  not  that  which  faved  in  all  ages  and 
generations,  even  before  Chrift  appeared  in  a  body 
of  flelh,  and  the  fhedding  his  blood  ? 

^ery  5.  Whether,  after  Chrift  appeared  in  a  body 
of  flefli,  and  ftiedding  his  blood,  any  can  be  faved 
thereby  j  or  by  any  believing  on  Chrift  whatfoever  j 
without  letting  in  or  receiving  that  life  and  power 
which  faves  ?  Be  not  deceived  j  God  is  not  mocked. 
He  that  believeth  in  the  power  which  raifed  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead,  and  is  fubjed:  to  the  power, 
fliall  be  redeemed  and  faved  thereby.  For  death 
came  by  the  foul's  feparation  from  the  power  which 
gave  life,  and  Chrift  faves  by  bringing  to  the  power 
again  (fo  that  he  that  would  indeed  be  laved  by  Chrift, 
muft  believe  in  God  through  him,  and  feel  the  power 
which  redeems.)  But  let  a  man  believe  ever  fo  much 
concerning  God  and  Chrift,  until  he  feel  this,  and 
be  changed  by  the  virtue  and  operation  of  this,  he 
cannot  be  faved,  but  is  ftill  in  his  fins,  and  under 
condemnation  and  wrath,  becaufe  of  fin,  whatever 
he  thinks  of  himfelf. 

^ery  6.  Whether  Chrift  was  not  the  fame  yefter- 
day,  to-day,  and  for  ever ;  even  before  he  took  up 
the  body  of  flefti,  while  he  was  in  the  body,  after  he 
laid  down  the  body,  and  after  he  took  it  up  again  and 
appeared  in  it  to  his  difciples  ? 

^ery  7.  Whether  Chrift,  where  he  inwardly  and 
fpiritually  appears,  and  is  received,  doth  not  difcover, 
fhake,  diflettle,  and  remove  that  nature,  which  can- 
not receive  the  law,  and  fo  bring  up  and  bring  forth 
the  heavenly  feed,  which  was  afore  the  law  (which  is 
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appointed  by  God  for  a  generation  to  himfelf )  which 
always  doth  the  will  of  him  who  quickens  it,  and  who 
fills  it  with  life  and  power  from  on  high  ? 


IV. 

Some  ^eries  on  Coloss.  i.  27,  28,  29.  (Obferve,  that 
in  ver.  27.  whereas  it  is  in  our  common  Tranjlation  ren~ 
deredj  This  Myjlery  among  the  Gentiles  ;  //  is  in  Jome 
other  Tranjlations  rendered^  This  Myjlery  in  the  Gentiles  j 
and  Jo  it  is  in  the  Greek.) 

9>uery  i.  TT7HETHER  there  be  not  a  myftery 
.  V  V  of  light,  a  myrtery  of  life;  fome- 
what  of  true  light  hidden,  fomewhat  of  true  life  hid- 
den in  the  Gentiles  ?  Whatfoever  makes  manifeft,  is 
light,  faith  the  apoftle,  Ephef.  v.  13,  14.  And  that 
which  may  be  known  of  God,  is  manifeft  in  them, 
Rom.  i.  Is  there  not  fomewhat  in  the  Gentiles,  which 
in  fome  meafure  difcovers  fomewhat  contrary  to  God 
in  them,  and  is  many  times  working  in  their  minds 
againft  it  ?  Is  not  this  of  a  precious  nature  ?  and  hath 
it  not  precious  virtue  and  power  in  it,  though  it  be 
little  took  notice  of  by  them  ? 

^ery  2.  Do  not  the  faints  know  what  this  myftery 
is  ?  Do  they  not  know  what  is  the  riches  and  glory  of 
it  ?  Indeed  it  hath  been  hid  from  ao;es  and  generations, 
fo  that  they  knew  it  not ;  but  is  it  hid  from  the  faints 
alfo  in  the  day  of  the  gofpel  ?  is  it  not  revealed  in 
them  and  to  them  ? 

^lery  3.  What  is  this  myftery  in  them  in  whom  it 
is  revealed  ?  Is  it  not  Chrifl  in  them  ?  Is  it  not  the 
hope  of  glory  in  them  ?  Do  they  not  know  it  to  be 
Chrift  ?  Do  they  not  know  it  to  be  the  hope  of  glory  ? 
Who  can  damp  the  faith,  or  darken  the  knowledge,  of 
thofe  who  feel  the  myllery  of  life  revealed  in  them  ? 
who  feel  Chrift  (the  hope  of  glory)  living,  dwelling, 
and  reigning  in  the  authority  and  power  of  the  Father, 
in  their  own  hearts  ? 

^Lsry 
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^ery  4.  Did  not  the  apollles  preach  this  my  fiery  ? 
Did  they  not  preach  the  word  of  faith  within  in  the 
heart  ?  the  kingdom  within  ?  Chrift,  the  hope  of  glory 
within  ?  Did  they  not  preach  this  meflage  of  the 
gofpel  (which  they  had  from  Chrift  to  carry  to  men) 
that  "  God  is  light,  and  in  him  is  no  darknefs  at  all  ?'* 
And  did  they  not  preach  it  to  this  very  end,  to  turn- 
men,  and  bring  men  from  the  darknefs  within  to  tBe 
light  within  ?  that  in  it  they  might  have  union  and 
fellowfhip  with  God,  who  is  light.  Can  any  have 
fellowfliip  with  God,  who  is  light,  but  as  his  fpirit  is 
brought  out  of  the  inward  darknefs  into  the  inward 
light  ? 

^ery  5.  What  did  the  apoftle  Paul,  and  the  other 
apollles  aim  at,  in  their  warning  men,  and  teaching 
them  in  all  wifdom  ?  Was  it  not  to  perfe<5b  the  work 
of  God  in  them,  and  that  they  might  prefent  every 
man  perfed  in  Chrift  Jefus  ? 

^ery  6.  Did  not  the  grace  and  power  of  God  go 
along  with  the  apoftles,  and  work  in  them  mightily 
to  this  end,  even  for  the  perfecting  the  faints?  And 
the  grace  and  power  of  God,  working  mightily  againft 
fin  and  the  power  of  Satan,  is  it  not  able  to  conquer 
Satan,  and  to  make  him  fall  like  lightning,  and  to 
trample  him  under  feet  ?  Confider  ver.  1 9.  and  2  ThefT. 
i.  II,   12. 

^ery  7.  Did  the  apoftles  ever  preach  fuch  a  doc- 
trine, that  no  man  could  be  perfected  in  this  life ; 
but  man  muft  always  (every  day)  be  committing  fin  ? 
Nay,  did  they  not  fpeak  wifdom  among  them  that 
were  perfefl,  and  fav,  Let  as  many  of  us  as  be  per- 
fedl,  be  thus  minded  ?  Did  they  not  diftinguifli  be- 
tween the  weak,  and  between  the  ftrong  and  perfect  ? 
Do  they  not  fpeak  of  fome  that  had  overcome  the 
wicked  one,  and  were  born  of  God,  and  did  not  fin  ? 
It  is  a  precious  thing  to  feel  the  power  of  God  rege- 
nerating the  mind  -,  but  it  is  much  more  precious  to 
witnefs  it  regenerated.  But  that  ftate  none  know  but 
they  that  are  in  it  j  but  this  is  moft  certain,  that  fin 
is  fhut  of  it^  and  that  all  things  are  new  there. 
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^ery  8.  Will  the  myftery  of  life,  where  it  is  re- 
ceived and  turned  to,  ever  ceafe  working  againft  the 
myftery  of  death,  until  it  hath  wrought  it  out  of  the 
mind  ?  Shall  judgment  never  be  brought  forth  unto 
vidbory  over  fin  in  the  heart  ?  Shail  there  never  be 
pure  and  full  communion  with  the  Lord  here  in  this 
world,  without  the  interruption  of  fin  ?  ''  Thefe  things, 
*'  faith  John,  I  write  to  you,  that  your  joy  may  be 
*^  full."  Shall  the  joy  never  be  full  in  any  ?  How 
can  the  joy  be  full,  where  fin  hath  power,  and  breaks 
in  upon  the  foul,  and  prevaileth  upon  the  mind,  even 
to  the  committing  of  it  daily  ?  The  foul  that  is  weary 
of  fin,  and  grieved  at  its  grieving  God's  Spirit  there- 
by, can  never  come  to  full  union  and  fellowfhip  with 
the  Lord,  nor  to  have  its  joy  full,  while  it  doth  that 
which  grieves  God's  Spirit  -,  for  it  is  impofllble  but 
it  fhould  grieve  the  foul  alfo,  and  weaken  its  joy  and 
rejoicing  in  the  Lord. 


V. 

Some  juries  ccncerning  the  Way  of  Lifcy  and  Myjiery 
of  the  GoJ^el. 

^ery  i.  TS  not  the  way  of  life,  the  way  of  holinefs, 
Jj^  the  way  of  truth,  the  way  of  peace,  one 
and  the  fame  in  all  ages  and  generations  ?  Was  there 
ever,  or  fhall  there  ever  be  another  than  that  which 
was  from  the  beginning  ? 

^uery  z.  is  not  this  way  a  pure  way,  a  clean  way? 
Can  any  impure  thing  walk  in  it  ?  Is  not  the  gate 
lirair,  and  the  way  narrow,  that  leadeth  unto  life  ?  Is 
it  eafy  finding  it,  or  is  it  cafy  entering  into  it,  and 
walking  in  it  ?  Doth  not  the  corruption  and  unholi- 
nefs  of  the  hearts  of  many,  hinder  them  from  walking 
in  the  holy  way  of  life  and  peace  ? 

^ery  3.  Is  not  this  way  a  myftery  ?  Can  any  learn 
it,  but  thofe  whofe  eyes  are  opened  by  the  Lord,  and 
to  whom  the  myftery  is  revealed  by  him  ?  Can   any 

difcera 
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difcern  or  iinderftand  it,  but  the  children  of  the  pure 
heavenly  wifdom,  whom  the  Lord  teacheth,  and  whofe 
eyes  he  openeth,  to  fee  and  juftify  it  in  every  age  ? 

^ery  4.  Is  not  the  whole  vifion  of  God,  the  whole 
vifion  of  life,  the  whole  vifion  of  peace,  a  book  fealed 
to  all  forts  (both  learned  and  unlearned  in  every  age 
and  generation)  but  thofe  to  whom  the  Lord  unfeals 
it? 

^ery  5.  May  not  fuch  as  are  not  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  myftcry  of  godlinefs,  the  myftery  of  life,  the 
myftery  of  redemption,  read  what  the  fcriptures  fay 
concerning  thefe  things,  and  get  a  great  deal  of  know- 
ledge (from  the  letter  of  the  fcriptures)  into  their 
minds,  and  be  able  to  raife  doctrines,  reafons,  ufes, 
&c.  and  back  all  by  fcriptures  very  plentifully  ?  But 
are  not  thofe  who  teach  not  from  the  myftery  of  life, 
and  gift  of  the  Spirit,  but  only  what  they  have  gathered 
and  formed  from  the  letter  j  I  fay,  are  not  fuch  blind 
leaders  of  the  blind  ?  and  is  it  poflible  but  that  they 
themfelves,  and  fuch  as  follow  them,  fliould  fall  into 
the  ditch  ?  For  it  is  only  the  myftery  of  life  and  re- 
demption (not  a  literal  knowledge  and  wifdom,  though 
with  an  endeavour  to  praftife  according  thereto)  which 
preferves  out  of  the  ditch.  Oh  !  that  this  were  duly 
confidered  of !  for  it  is  tenderly  and  weightily  pro- 
pofed. 

^lery  6.  What  is  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  which 
faves  ?  Is  it  a  knowledge  of  him  after  the  letter,  or 
a  knowledge  of  him  in  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the 
cndlefs  life  ?  Can  he  be  known  truly,  livingly,  and 
favingly,  without  the  Father's  revealing  him  in  man  ? 
Or  can,  any  truly  call  him  Lord,  but  they  that  are  firft 
taught  by  the  Father  to  difcern  his  fpiritual  and  hea- 
venly glory,  and  to  receive  him  and  bow  to  him  in 
Spirit  ? 

^ery  7.  What  it  is  to  kifs  the  Son  ?  Can  any  do 
fo,  but  thofe  who  difcern  and  receive  the  light  of  his 
Spirit  ? 

^ery  8.  Can  any  truly  know  the  Father,  unlefs  the 
Son  reveal  him  ?  or  can  any  know  the  Son,  unlefs  the 

Father 
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Father  reveal  him  ?  I  know  men  may  get  notions  out 
of  the  fcriptures  concerning  God  the  Father  and  his 
Son  :  but  can  they  get  true  knowledge  of  either  with- 
out the  infpiration  of  the  Almighty,  which  giveth 
underftanding  ? 

^ery  9.  Can  any  perfon  fear  God,  and  depart  from 
evil  (any-where  upon  the  face  of  the  earth)  without 
fome  vifit  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  to  his  foul,  and 
without  receiving  fomewhat  of  life  and  power  from 
him  ?  He  is  the  wifdom  of  God,  he  can  teach  this ; 
but  can  any  elfe  teach  it  ?  If  none  elfe  can  teach  it, 
then  he  that  learned  it  muft  needs  learn  it  of  him.  Is 
not  this  (to  wit,  to  fear  God,  and  depart  from  evil) 
the  path  of  wifdom,  which  is  hid  from  all  living,  but 
fuch  as  are  taught  by  Chrift,  who  is  the  wifdom  of 
God  ?  Read  Job  xxviii.  12.  to  the  end  of  the  chapter, 
and  confider.  For  doth  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  which 
convinceth  of  fin,  reach  to  all  men,  and  minifter  to 
all  men,  inwardly  and  fpiritually,  in  fome  days  of 
inftru6tion  about  fearing  God,  and  departing  from 
evil  ? 

^ery  10.  Can  any  be  acquainted  with  the  fear  of 
God,  and  be  fenfible  of  the  hour  of  his  judgment, 
and  give  glory  to  him,  and  worftiip  him,  but  they 
muft  know  and  receive  the  everlafting  gofpel  ?  They 
that  are  fent  to  preach  this  after  the  apoftafy,  are  they 
not  fent  to  preach  it  as  the  everlafting  gofpel  ?  Read 
Rev.  xiv.  6,  7.  and  confider.  For  come  to  life  and 
power  in  any  dodrine,  v/hich  Chrift  fends  his  mef- 
lengers  to  preach  towards  the  falvation  of  mens  fouls, 
a  man  comes  to  the  gofpel  prefently  ;  but  read  and 
aflenc  to,  and  praftife  all  the  things  (as  well  as  men 
can)  related  in  the  fcriptures,  without  the  life  and 
power,  and  fo  acknowledge  and  believe  all  that  is  laid 
concerning  Chrift;  yet  for  all  this,  and  in  the  midft 
of  all  this,  a  man  may  mifs  of  the  gofpel  j  for  the 
gofpel  is  an  hidden  myftery  of  the  life  and  power,  fee 
ColoflT.  i.  26,  27. 

^icry  11.  Is  not  the  meflage  of  the  gofpel.  That 
God  is  light,  and  in  him  is  no  darknefs  at  all  ?  Doth 

Vol.  IV.  F  not 
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not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  preach  this,  more  or  Icfs,  to 
all  people  under  heaven  ?  Yea,  is  not  the  gofpel 
preached  in  every  creature,  and  hid  in  thofe  that  arc 
loft,  whom  the  god  of  this  world  blindeth  ?  For  is 
not  the  Spirit  of  God,  in  fome  meafure,  every-where 
convincing  men  of  fin,  and  drawing  them  out  of 
darknefs  into  the  fenfe  and  obedience  of  light  ?  And 
will  not  this  be  the  general  and  univerfal  condemna- 
tion of  the  world,  that  they  did  not  bring  their  deeds 
to  the  light,  but  turned  from  it  and  hated  it,  loving 
the  darknefs  m.ore  than  it,  becaufe  their  deeds  were 
evil,  and  they  had  not  a  mind  to  part  with  them,  but 
to  remain  and  abide  in  them  ? 

Alas  !  alas  !  men  fhould  pafs  through  the  know- 
ledge of  things  after  the  letter,  into  the  knowledge 
of  things  after  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  endlefs 
life ;  but  inftead  thereof,  men  ftick  in  their  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  letter :  and  if  any  man  be  taught  of  God, 
and  have  the  things  of  his  kingdom,  and  the  myftery 
of  the  fcriptures,  revealed  to  him  in  the  Spirit,  and 
fo  fignify  of  them  in  the  words  which  God's  wifdom 
teacheth  j  yet  fo  men  know  them  not,  but  oppofe  and 
refift  the  miniftration  of  life  and  power  in  their  day 
and  generation  I  And  this  will  be  bitt^rnefs  in  the 
latter  end,  even  as  bitter  to  the  profeflbrs  of  this  age, 
as  the  former  denying  of  Chrift's  appearance  in  the 
flefh  was  to  the  profeiTors  of  that  age. 


VI. 

Some  ^eries  concerning  Righteoufnefs  or  Jujiijication. 

^ery  i.  TS  there  not    a  new  covenant  under   the 
X  gofpel,  as  well  as  there  was  an  old  cove- 
nant under  the  law  ? 

^ery  i.  What  did  the  old  covenant  require  ?  Did 
it  not  require  obedience  to  the  law  of  Moles  ?  What 
doth  the  new  covenant  require  ?  Doth  it  not  require 
faith  in  Chrift,  and  obedience  to  his  Spirit  ?  Doth  it 

not 
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not  require  faith  in  the  grace,  and  obedience  to  the 
grace  which  bringeth  falvation,  teaching  to  deny  un- 
godlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,   &c.  ? 

^lery  3.  What  is  the  righteoufnefs  or  iufliiication 
in  the  old  covenant  r  What  doth  God  juftify  in  the 
old  covenant  ?  Doth  he  not  juftify  the  obedience 
thereto,  and  condemn  all  difobedience  ?  What  is  the 
righteoufnefs  or  jurtification  of  the  new  covenant  ? 
What  doth  God  juftify  in  men  under  the  new  cove- 
nant ?  Doth  he  not  juftify  their  faith  in  Chrift,  and 
their  obedience  to  the  law  of  his  Spirit  ?  Is  not  what- 
foever  is  not  of  faith  fin,  and  condemned  ;  and  what- 
foever  is  of  fiith  holy,  and  juftified? 

^ery  4.  What  is  faith  ?  Is  it  not  the  gift  of  God  ? 
What  is  obedience  ?  Doth  it  not  flow  from  faith  ?  Is 
it  not  performed  by  the  power  and  in  the  newnefs  of 
the  Spirit?  and  is  not  that  juftifiable,  and  always  juf- 
tified  in  the  fight  of  God  ?  Doth  it  not  fpring  from 
the  new  tree,  from  the  holy  root  of  life  in  the  heart  ? 
and  whatfoever  fprings  therefrom,  is  it  not  holy  and 
righteous  ?  And  is  not  whatfoever  is  truly  holy  and 
righteous,  juftified  and  accounted  righteous  by  the 
holy  and  righteous  God  ? 

^iery  5.  To  what  end  was  Chrift  made  under  the 
law,  and  did  fulfill  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  ? 
Was  it  not  that  he  might  accomplifti  and  fulfill  that 
righteoufnefs,  and  fo  make  way  for  the  bringing  in  of 
the  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  even  of  the  righteoufnefs 
of  his  own  nature  and  Spirit,  which  is  everlafting  ? 
Is  not  this  the  righteoufnefs  which  the  children  of  the 
new  covenant  experience  in  the  new  and  living  way  ? 
Is  not  this  hr  beyond  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law,  if 
they  could  fulfill  it  ever  fo  exatlly  from  the  letter  ? 
For  I  feel  a  vaft  difference  between  that  righteoufnefs 
which  would  belong  to  me  from  the  law,  and  the 
righteoufnefs  which  flov/s  into  m.y  heart  from  the 
nature  and  Spirit  of  Chrift  revealed  in  me,  and  which 
fioweth  up  in  me  from  my  union  with  him  :  for  this 
is  abfolutely  a  righteoufnefs  of  another  nature,  of 
another  kind,  of  another  root. 
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^ery  6.  If  Chrift's  fulfilling  the  law  of  Mofes,  the 
law  of  the  firft  covenant,  were  inmputed  to  us  as  our 
righteoufnefs,  and  we  juftified  in  the  fight  of  God 
thereby,  were  not  then  our  righteoufnefs  the  righte- 
oufnefs of  the  firft  covenant  in  nature,  and  our  jufti- 
fication  a  juftification  by  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  firft 
covenant  ?  For  Chrift  was  made  under  the  law,  made 
under  the  firft  covenant,  and  fulfilled  the  righteoufnefs 
of  the  firft  covenant ;  fo  that  if  that  be  imputed  to 
us  for  righteoufnefs,  then  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  firft 
covenant  is  imputed  to  us  for  righteoufnefs,  and  is 
our  righteoufnefs. 

^ery  7.  Was  not  faith  imputed  to  Abraham  for 
righteoufnefs  ?  What  was  his  righteoufnefs  ?  Was  it 
not  the  faith  which  he  had  from  Chrift,  whereby  and 
wherewith  he  believed  God  ?  Is  not  faith  of  the 
nature  of  Chrift  ?  Is  not  true  faith  juftified  for  ever, 
and  doth  it  not  juftify  him  in  whom  it  is  found  ? 
And  doth  not  gofpel-obedience  flow  from  faith  ? 
and  hath  it  not  of  the  nature  of  faith  in  it  ?  Oh  I 
how  pure  and  precious  was  it  in  the  eye  of  God,  that 
Abraham  reafoned  not,  confulted  not  with  flefti  and 
blood,  but  retired  into  faith  in  the  pure  power !  "  He 
"  believed  God,"  fay  the  fcriptures,  "  and  it  was 
"  accounted  to  him  for  righteoufnefs  :"  and  ftiall  it 
not  be  imputed  to  us  alfo,  if  we  have  the  fame  faith, 
and  believe  in  the  fame  power  ? 

VII. 

Some  Queries  about  heing  under  the  Law,  and  being  under 

Grace, 

§luery  1.  TTTHETHER  they  that  have  received 
y  Y     the  Spirit  of  grace,    and  are  under 
the  Spirit  of  grace  j  I  fay,  whether  they  are  under  the 
law  alfo,  or  witnefs  freedom  therefrom  ? 

^ery  2.  What  is  the  law  ?  Is  it  not  a  miniftration 
of  death,  of  bondage,  of  condemnation  ?  What  is  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord^  the  Spirit  of  grace  ?  Is  it  not  a 

Spirit 
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Spirit  of  life,  a  Spirit  of  liberty,  a  Spirit  that  frees 
from  bondage  ?  They  that  have  received  it,  and  are 
in  fubjedtion  to  it,  do  they  not  partake  of  its  liberty, 
and  through  it  come  into  dominion  over  fin  and 
death  ? 

^ery  3.  Is  the  law  to  the  righteous  or  unrighteous  ? 
Whom  was  it  made  for  ?  He  that  coineth  into  the  holy 
and  righteous  nature  of  the  feed,  doth  he  not  come 
from  under  the  law  ?  Doth  he  not  come  into  the  na- 
ture, ftate,  and  fpirit,  which  is  free  from  the  law  ? 

Sluery  4.  What  is  it  to  come  through  the  law  into 
the  liberty  and  redemption  of  fons  ?  What  is  it  to 
know  the  feed  free  in  the  particular,  and  to  come  into 
the  freedom  of  the  feed  ?  Doth  not  the  Son  make  free, 
the  Truth  of  God  make  free,  all  that  come  to  it,  and 
dwell  in  it  ?  and  are  not  they  that  are  made  free  by 
it,  free  indeed  ?  O  Sion  !  thy  children  are  all  free- 
born  !  Jerufalem,  which  is  above,  is  free,  which  is  the 
mother  of  us  all  j  and  (he  bringeth  forth  none  but 
free  children.  They  that  dwell  in  the  height  of  no- 
tion, they  are  not  free  ;  but  they  that  dwell  in  the 
power  of  life,  know  that  which  makes  free,  and  wit- 
nefs  freedom  by  it. 

VIII. 

Some  ^eries  for  the  Profejfors  of  Chriftianity  to  conftder 
cfy  and  try  their  States  by.  For  it  is  good  for  every 
one  to  know  and  underjiand  his  EJlate  aright  (what  it 
is  in  the  Sight  of  the  Lord)  and  not  to  be  miflaken  in 
a  Matter  of  fo  great  Concernment. 

Query  i.  TS  thy  fpirit,  heart,  mind,  foul  and  body, 
X,  a  temple  for  God  to  dwell  in  ?  Who 
dwells  in  thy  heart  ?  Doth  the  Holy  Spirit,  or  the 
unclean  fpirit  ?  Is  that  diQodged  and  purged  out  of 
thee,  with  which  God  will  not  dwell  ?  Is  that  difco- 
vered  and  taken  away,  in  which  the  wicked  one  dweU 
leth  ?  O  Jerufalem  !  wafh  thine  heart  from  wicked- 
p^s  i  how  long  fhall  thy  vain  thoughts  lodge  within 
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thee  !  O  Jerufalem !  wilt  thou  not  be  made  clean  ? 
When  fhall  it  once  be  ?  Is  not  forbearing  to  touch 
every  unclean  thing,  and  cleanfing  from  all  filthinefs 
of  flefh  and  fpirit,  more  neceflfary  to  the  ftate  of  a  fon 
and  daughter  of  the  Moft  High  than  mod  people  arc 
aware  of?  Read  2  Cor.  vi.  16,  17.  and  chap.  vii.  i. 

^ery  2.  Is  Chrift  revealed  in  thee  ?  Doth  God  dwell 
any-where,  in  any  heart,  but  where  Chrid  is,  but 
where  he  is  inwardly  and  fpiritually  revealed  ?  "  Know 
"  ye  not  that  Chrift  is  in  youi  except  ye  be  repro- 
*'  bates  ?"  And  can  any  know  Chrift  in  them,  who 
have  not  had  him  revealed  there  by  the  Father  ?  Al- 
moft  all  forts  of  pretenders  to  Chrift  own  him  as 
fpoken  of  without  ;  but  the  true  Chriftian  witnefleth 
him  revealed  within  :  for  it  pleafeth  the  Father  to 
reveal  the  Son  in  fuch  j  and  none  can  be  truly  in- 
grafted into  Chrift,  but  as  Chrift  is  in  fome  meafure 
made  manifeft  within. 

^ery  3.  How  doft  thou  confefs  Jefus  to  be  the 
Lord  ?  Is  it  by  notions  from  the  letter,  or  by  feeling 
his  Spirit  and  power  revealed  within,  and  thy  heart 
made  fubjedt  to  his  Spirit  and  power  inwardly  re- 
vealed ?  For  there  is  a  confefling  Chrift  in  and  by  the 
Spirit,  and  a  confefling  him  without  the  Spirit,  ac- 
cording as  men  can  read,  conceive,  and  apprehend  of 
him  from  the  letter.  Confider  which  of  thefe  thine 
is. 

^ery  4.  Art  thou  come  out  of  the  apoftafy  and 
fpirit  of  darknefs,  into  the  light  and  Spirit  of  Chrift  ? 
What  was  the  apoftafy  from  ?  Was  it  not  from  the 
Spirit,  from  the  anointing  ?  Wherein  did  it  confift  ? 
Did  it  confift  in  holding  a  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and 
form  of  godlinefs  out  of  the  power  ?  Art  thou  re- 
turned to  the  anointing  ?  To  the  Holy  Spirit  of  the 
Father  ?  Haft  thou  received  it  ?  Doft  thou  live  and 
walk  in  it,  and  not  fulfill  the  lufts  of  the  flefti  ? 

^ery  5.  Doft  thou  know,  the  tree  of  righteoufnefs, 
and  the  tree  of  unrighteoufnefs,  inwardly  ?  Haft  thou 
felt  the  axe  laid  to  the  root  of  the  corrupt  tree, 
and  it  cut  down  ;    and  the  hoJy  plant  of  God  (the 

plant 
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plant  of  his  renown)  planted  in  thy  heart,  and  bring- 
ing forth  fruit  to  him  ?  Can  the  fruit  ever  become 
good  in  thee  till  the  tree  be  made  good  ?  Can  the 
corrupt  tree  ever  bring  forth  the  holy  fruit  of  righte- 
oufnefs  to  the  Lord  ?  Oh  !  mind  thy  growth  !  I  mean, 
from  what  thou  growefl:,  and  from  what  thy  fruit  pro- 
ceedeth  :  for  all  the  knowledge,  faith,  love,  zeal, 
practices,  &c.  which  proceed  not  from  the  renewed 
Spirit  and  nature,  is  not  tlie  good  fruit  which  God 
calls  for  and  accepts  ;  but  the  denying  the  lead  cuf- 
tom  or  fafhion  of  this  world,  from  a  renewed  nature, 
and  from  the  drawings  and  teachings  of  God's  Spirit, 
is  good  fruit,  and  accepted  by  him. 

^ery  6.  Can  any  be  redeemed  to  God,  but  by  his 
judgment  and  righteoufnefs  revealed  in  them  ?  Is  the 
foul  redeemed  from  its  enemies,  v/hile  its  enemies 
remain  in  ftreng-th,  and  have  the  dominion  over  it  ? 
Where  grace  is  received,  and  the  foul  taught  by  it 
and  fubjed  to  it,  doth  it  not  break  the  dominion  of 
fin  ?  As  the  fpirit  of  judgment  and  burning  is  felt  in 
any  heart,  doth  it  not  cut  down  and  burn  up  fin  there  ? 
And  as  the  righteous  Spirit  is  turned  to,  is  not  his 
righteous  nature  received,  and  doth  not  the  holy  and 
righteous  feed  fpring  up  in  the  heart  ?  and  as  it  fpring- 
eth  up,  doth  it  not  redeem  and  deliver  that  which  is 
joined  to  it  ?  Can  any  be  redeemed  by  a  righteoufnefs 
at  a  diftance,  without  partaking  of  the  new,  and  holy, 
and  righteous  image  of  the  Son  ?  And  he  that  is  right- 
eous in  mealure,  he  may  do  righteoufnefs  :  but  no 
man  can  do  righteoufnefs,  until  he  become  righteous, 
by  being  joined  to,  changed  by,  and  in  fome  meafure 
brought  forth  a  new  plant  to  God,  in  the  new,  right- 
eous,  and  holy  kft<\.     See  ]  Jolm  iii.  7. 

^^cry  7.  Do  ye  indeed  know  tlie  new  covenant  ? 
Was  it  ever  inwardly  revealed  in  you  ?  Do  ye  know 
the  difference  betv/een  reading  the  holy  direftions 
given  forth  in  the  fcriptures,  and  fo  getting  them 
into  your  minds  and  praftifing  them,  as  well  as  you 
can ;  I  fay,  do  ye  know  the  difference  between  this 
and  God's  writing  them  in  your  hearts,  and  caufing 
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you  to  walk  in  his  ways  ?  Do  ye  know  the  difference 
between  reading  in  the  letter  and  in  the  Spirit  j  and 
between  walking  according  to  the  oldnefs  of  the  let- 
ter, and  according  to  the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit  ?  Oh  ! 
that  ye  might  not  be  deceived  about  thefe  things,  but 
might  know  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  and  come  into 
fellowfhip  with  us  therein  !  For  truly  our  fellowlhip 
is  with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  in  that  which  changeth 
not,  but  is  one  and  the  fame  for  ever:  yea,  the  Lord 
our  God  hath  redeemed  us  out  of  all  the  changeable 
ways,  religions  and  worfhips,  into  the  one  pure  way 
of  life,  and  into  the  worlhip  in  the  one  Spirit  and 
truth,  which  changeth  not,  but  is  ftill  what  it  was, 
even  one  and  the  fame  before  the  law  of  Mofes,  or 
writings  of  the  prophets,  all  the  time  of  the  law,  while 
Chrift  was  in  the  flefh,  afterwards  when  he  was  re- 
vealed in  Spirit,  and  all  the  time  of  the  apoftafy,  and 
after  the  apoftafy,  and  fo  for  ever. 


IX. 

A  ^ejlion  anfwered  about  Preaching  the  Gofpel  after  the 

Apoftafy. 

Queft.  WJH^  ^oth  God  after  the  apoftafy  fend  an 
y  Y  angel  to  preach  the  ever lajiing  gofpel y  after 
a  manner  different  from  what  it  was  preached  before  the 
apojlafy  ?  How  was  it  preached  before  the  apoftafy  ?  Was 
it  not  preached  thus ^  That  in  Chrift  alone  is  the  remiffion  of 
Jins,  and falvation  through  faith  in  his  blood  ?  How  is  it 
to  be  preached  after  the  apoftafy  ?  Is  not  an  angel  from 
God  fent  to  preach  it  thus  -,  Fear  God,  and  give  glory  to 
him  i  for  the  hour  of  his  judgment  is  come  ;  and  worftjip 
him  that  made  heaven  and  earthy  and  the  fea,  and  the 
fountains  of  waters  ?  Is  this  the  fame  gofpel  that  was 
preached  before  ?  How  different  is  the  found  thereof!  Surely 
this  would  feem  not  the  famcy  but  rather  another  gofpel^ 
to  any  man  who  is  not  taught  of  God,  and  hath  nop  re- 
ceived 
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ceived  of  him  the  true  underftanding  to  obferve  and  dijcern 
the  nature  of  things. 

Anfw.  The  gofpel  is  the  fame  in  fubftance,  though 
differing  in  found  and  manner  of  appearance  ;  and 
they  that  judge  not  according  to  appearance,  but 
judge  righteous  judgment,  experience  it  to  be  the 
fame  :  for  whoever  receives  the  gofpel  thus  preached, 
receives  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation,  which 
goeth  along  with  his  fear,  and  with  the  hour  of  judg- 
ment, and  with  the  true  worlhip. 

And  this  is  the  reafon  why  the  Lord  fends  his  angel 
thus  to  preach  it  j  that  he  might  fhut  out  the  birth 
of  the  falfe  wifdom,  and  convey  it  to  the  children  of 
the  true  wifdom.  For  in  the  apoftafy,  the  doctrines 
of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  had  been  corrupted,  and 
held  in  the  wrong  part  j  and  men  had  got,  a  wrong 
knowledge  and  a  dead  belief,  concerning  Chrift  and 
his  blood,   &c. 

Therefore  to  fhut  out  thefe,  God  fo  orders  his  gof- 
pel to  be  preached,  as  thefe  cannot  underftand  it,  nor 
know  it  to  be  the  gofpel,  nor  come  into  this  fpiritual 
minillration  of  ic  j  but  thofe  whom  the  Lord  touch- 
eth,  whofe  hearts  he  openeth  and  quickeneth,  they 
(in  the  demonftration  of  his  Spirit)  have  the  fenfe 
and  obedience  of  ir :  for  men  had  got  a  form  of  reli- 
gion, a  form  of  knowledge,  a  form  of  dodrine,  a 
form  of  worfhip  out  of  the  power.  Therefore  the 
Lord  comes  with  the  light  of  his  Spirit,  to  fever 
betVv^een  that  which  was  known  and  held  out  of  the 
power,  and  that  which  was  received  and  held  in  the 
power,  and  fo  preached  the  truth,  that  none  but  thofe 
that  are  of  the  truth,  can  own  and  receive  it. 

Had  he  fent  an  angel  to  preach  the  birth  of  Chrift, 
the  death  of  Chrift,  his  refurreclion,  &c,  all  the  dead 
would  receive  this ;  but  to  preach  thus,  *'  Fear  God, 
"  conqe  to  the  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning;  wor- 
'*  ftiip  him  that  made  the  heaven,  the  earth,  the  fea, 
*^  and  fountains  of  waters  j"  who  can  underftand  what 
this  means?  Who  can  know  this  to  be  the  everlaftin^- 
gofpel,  but  he  that  is  taught  of  God  ? 

"this 
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,;.  This  is  to  preach  God  the  Creator,  faith  the  wife  pro- 
feflbr ;  this  is  not  to  preach  Chriji  the  Redeemer  ;  this  is 
not  to  preach  the  everlajling  gofpely  will  they  readily  fay. 
Yes  ;  but  God  who  is  wife,  and  knows  what  the  gofpel 
»s,  and  fends  his  angel  to  preach  it  after  the  apoftafy, 
fends  it  thus  to  be  preached  to  every  nation,  kindred, 
tongue,  and  people  :  read  Rev.  xiv.  6,  7.  and  con- 
fider  ferioufly,  and  fpurn  not  againft  the  way  of  God's 
preaching  his  everlafting  truth,  wherein  is  wrapped 
up  the  eternal  filvation  and  happinefs  of  mankind  ; 
yea,  more  efpecially  of  this  age,  who  ought  to  bow 
£0  God  in  this  his  way  of  difpenfing  his  truth,  which 
he  himfelf  hath  chofen. 

Now,  confider  this  one  thing ;  v/as  ever  the  gofpel 
thus  preached  before  this  age  ?  The  fame  gofpel  was 
preached  from  the  beginning  ;  but  was  it  ever  thus 
preached  before  ?  "  The  feed  of  the  woman  fhall  bruife 
"  the  Serpent's  head  j"  {o  it  was  preached  to  Adam  : 
**  In  thy  feed  fliall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be 
bleflfcd  i"  fo  it  was  preached  to  Abraham  :  "  To  us 
"  a  child  is  born,  to  us  a  Son  is  given,"  &c.  fo  it  was 
preached  in  the  days  of  the  prophets :  "  By  this  man, 
*'  every  one  that  believeth  in  his  name,  jfhall  receive 
*^  remiffion  of  fins."  So  it  was  preaciied  in  the  apo- 
illes  days. 

And  in  the  reformation  from  popery,  fome  of  the 
doftrines  zhovit  free  jujiijication  by  grace,  and  of  remiffion 
of  fins  hy  faith  in  Chrtji,  Sec.  were  revived;  but  was  it 
ever  preached  thus  before  our  age  ?  Did  perfons  ever 
come  forth  in  the  power  and  authority  of  God,  bid- 
ding men  fear  him,  and  be  fenfible  of  the  hour  of  his 
judgment,  even  of  his  mighty  day  which  was  at  hand  ; 
and  come  out  of  all  falfe  ways  and  worfhips,  into  the 
worfhip  of  him  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  the 
fea,  and  fountains  of  waters  ?  1  fay,  did  perfons  ever 
come  forth  thus,  and  preach  the  everlalling  gofpel 
thus,  preach  thefe  doctrines  to  men,  as  the  gofpel  of 
God,  before  this  day  ?  And  let  men  well  confider, 
whether  it  be  not  indeed  of  God,  and  by  his  com- 
mand ^nd  power  thus  preached  -,  ■  and  take  heed  of 

oppofing 
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oppofing  his   meffage,    left   they    be   found   fighters 
againft  him. 

For  mind  :  was  not  this  always  the  fum  and  fub- 
ftance  in  every  difpenfation  ?  Could  men  be  faved  by 
believing  that  the  *'  feed  of  the  woman  fhould  bruife 
*^  the  ferpent's  head  ?"  Or  that  in  "Abraham's  feed 
"  all  the  families  of  the  earth  lliould  be  bleffed  ?"  Or, 
"  that  a  child  ihould  be  born,  and  a  Son  given  ?"  Or 
that,  "  through  Chriil's  name,  remiffion  of  fins  was 
"  to  be  had,"  &c.  ?  without  coming  into  the  true 
fear,  which  teacheth  and  caufeth  to  depart  from  evil ; 
and  without  giving  glory  to  God,  in  bowing  to  his 
Spirit's  infiruftions  and  teachings  •,  and  without  wor- 
fhipping  him,  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  fea, 
and  fountains  of  waters  ?  Or  could  any  fear  the  Lord, 
and  give  glory  to  him,  and  come  under  the  hour  of 
his  judgment,  and  worHiip  him,  who  made  heaven, 
and  earth,  and  fea,  and  fountains  of  waters  i  but  they 
muft  finl  feel  the  power  of  the  gofpel  overcoming 
their  fpirits,  and  leading  them  thither  ? 


X. 

T'wo  Ojiejiiojis  anfwered ;  one  ccncerning  others  not  learning 
what  God  teacheth  us  j  the  other  concerning  the  Way  of 
his  T^ caching  us, 

Queft.   I .    T  1|  r  ii -'i  T  z'j  the  reajon  that  others  cannot 
y  y      Icarn^    nor  become  Jubje^  to  the  fame 
fpiritual  truths^    ivhich  God  makes  manifefl  to  us-,    and 
Jubje^eth  our  fpirits  to  ? 

Anfj).  The  reafon  is,  becaufe  they  do  not  learn  the 
fime  way  chat  God  teacheth  us  ;  and  fo,  though  they 
have  many  advantages  above  us  of  parts,  learning, 
&c.  and  itudy  hard  to  know  much  ;  yet  not  coming 
into  the  right  way,  wherein  God's  Spirit  teacheth,  they 
never  come  to  learn  the  truth,  as  it  is  there  taught. 

Queft.  2.  But  what  is  the  way  wherein  God  teacheth 
you  f  may  fome  fay, 

Jnfw, 
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Anjw.  Thus  God  teacheth  us,  by  giving  us  dn  un- 
derftanding  tx)  know  him  that  is  true,  and  by  opening 
an  ear  in  us  to  hear  his  voice ;  and  To,  being  kept 
within  the  limits  of  that  underftanding  and  ear,  we 
come  to  hear  and  know  aright. 

"  Take  heed"  (faid  Chrift)  "  how  ye  hear."  Oh ! 
the  Lord  hath  made  us  fenfible  of  the  weight  of  that 
fcripture ;  and  we  have  often  experienced,  that  it  is 
cafy  to  hear  amifs,  and  read  amifs,  and  pray  amifs, 
and  believe  amifs,  and  hope  amifs  j  but  hard  to  do 
any  of  thefe  aright.  Therefore,  we  are  taught  ftill 
to  wait  for  the  ftirring  of  the  waters,  for  the  moving 
of  God's  Holy  Spirit  upon  our  fpiritsj  and  then  heal- 
ing virtue  and  ability  is  felt  and  received  from  him, 
to  perform  what  he  requires. 

Thus,  when  we  read  the  fcriptures,  our  eyes  are 
towards  him,  and  we  watch  againft  our  own  under- 
ftandings,  againft  what  they  could  gather  or  compre- 
hend of  themfelves,  and  wait  to  feel  how  he  will  open 
our  fpirits,  and  what  he  will  make  mamfeft  to  them, 
being  opened  ;  and  if  he  drop  down  nothing,  we  gather 
nothing ;  but  if  he  give  light,  then  in  his  light  we 
fee  and  receive  light.  So  in  praying,  we  wait  to  feel 
the  birth  of  life  (which  is  of  the  Father,  and  which 
the  Father  hears)  breathe  in  us  \  and  fo  far  as  the 
Spirit  of  the  Father  breathes  upon  it,  and  it  breathes 
to  the  Father,  fo  far  we  pray  ;  and  when  life  ftops,  we 
ftop,  and  dare  not  offer  to  God  any  facrifice  of  our 
own,  but  what  the  Father  prepares  and  gives  us.  So 
in  eating  and  drinking,  and  whatever  we  do,  our  heart 
is  retired  to  the  Lord,  and  we  wait  to  feel  every  thing 
fanclified  by  his  prefence  and  blefling  ;  and,  indeed, 
here  every  thing  is  fweet  unto  us.  And  in  whatever 
God  enables  us  to  do,  we  narrowly  watch  to  that 
direftion  of  Chrift,  "  not  to  let  the  left  hand  know 
"  what  the  right  hand  doth."  For  we  are  nothing 
of  ourfelves,  nor  can  do  any  thing  of  ourfelves ;  there- 
fore whatever  is  done  in  us,  as  we  feel  the  grace  of 
God,  the  virtue  and  power  of  his  life  working  all  in 
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US ;  Co  it  is  ftill  given  us  to  attribute  all  the  honour 
and  glory  thereto. 

And  in  this  temper  of  fpirit  we  find  nothing  too 
hard  for  us  ;  for  the  ftrengtii  of  Chrift  is  ftill  at  hand, 
even  in  the  nnidft  of  our  weaknefs  ;  and  the  riches  of 
the  kingdom  is  ftill  at  hand  in  the  midft  of  our  po- 
verty and  nothingnefs  3  and  his  ftrength  works,  and 
our  weaknefs  doth  not  hinder  the  glory  of  him  that 
works  through  it.  So  being  beaten  to  it,  by  conftant 
fenfe  and  daily  experience,  that  it  is  not  by  our  willing 
or  running,  according  to  our  wifdom  and  ftrength, 
that  we  can  attain  any  thing;  but  by  God's  fliewing 
mercy  to  us  in  Chrift ;  we  therefore  daily  wait  at  the 
pofts  of  God's  heavenly  wifdom,  to  feel  the  gate  of 
mercy  and  tender  love  opened  to  us,  and  mercy  and 
love  flow  in  upon  us  ;  whereby  we  may,  and  daily  do, 
obtain  what  our  hearts  defire  and  feek  after,  blefled  be 
the  Lord  for  ever. 

And  truly  here  in  the  fpringings  of  love,  and  open- 
ings of  mercy  from  our  God,  we  have  fellowftiip  and 
converfe  with  the  Father  and  Son,  and  one  with  ano- 
ther, in  the  holy  Spirit  of  life  ;  and  we  teftify  of  thefe 
things  to  others,  that  they  alfo  might  come  into  the 
fame  fellowlhip,  and  be  of  the  fame  faith  which  flows 
from,  and  abides  in,  and  makes  living,  in  the  power 
and  life  eternal. 

The  Lord  guide  all  tender,  breathing,  panting  fpi- 
rits  hither,  that  they  may  be  fatisfied  in  the  goodnefs 
and  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord,  and  may  eat  abun- 
dantly of  the  fatnefs  of  his  houfe,  and  drink  of  the 
rivers  of  his  pleafures,  and  not  wander  up  and  down 
any  longer  in  their  own  barren  thoughts,  apprehen- 
fions,  and  conceivings  upon  the  fcripturcs-. 


XL  Of 
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XI. 

0/  the  threefold  Appearance  of  Chrijl ;  to  wit,  under  the 
LaWy  in  a  Body  of  Flefh^  and  in  his  Spirit  and  Power. 

FIRST,  Under  the  law.  Various  were  the  appear- 
ances of  Chrift  ;  fometimes  as  an  angel,  in  the 
likenefs  of  a  man  ;  fo  to  Abrahann,  and  fo  to  Jacob, 
when  Jacob  wreftled  with  him,  and  prevailed,  and 
had  overcome  j  fo  to  Jofhua,  or  the  captain  of  the 
Lord's  hoft,  at  his  befieging  Jericho ;  fo  to  Mofes  in 
the  bnlh,  he  appeared  as  an  angel,  A6ts  vii.  -t^S'  ^^ 
likewife  in  vifions.  Thofe  glorious  appearances  of 
God  to  the  prophets  in  vifions,  were  the  appearances 
of  Chrift  ;  as  particularly,  that  glorious  appearance 
of  God  fitting  upon  a  throne,  and  in  his  train  filling 
the  temple,  and  the  Seraphims  crying,  "  Holy  !  holy  1 
**  holy  is  the  Lord  of  hofts  ;  his  glory  is  the  fulnefs 
"  of  the  whole  earth!"  Ifa.  vi.  This  was  an  ap- 
pearance of  Chrift  to  Ifaiah,  as  is  manifeft,  John  xii. 
41.  where  the  Evangelift  (relating  to  that  place)  ufeth 
this  expreflion  :  "  Thefe  things,"  (faid  Ifaiah)  when 
"  he  faw  his  glory,  and  fpake  of  him."  So  he  was 
the  angel  of  God's  prefence,  which  went  before  the 
Jews,  in  all  their  journeyings  and  travels  out  of  Egypt, 
through  the  fea,  and  in  the  wildernefs,  and  in  the  time 
of  the  Judges  \  and  wrought  all  their  deliverances 
for  them,  as  is  fignified,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  9.  "  In  all  their 
*'  affliftions  he  was  affli6led,  and  the  angel  of  his 
"  prefence  faved  them,"  &c.  So  with  the  three  chil- 
dren, he  appeared  in  the  midft  of  the  fiery  furnace 
"  in  a  form  like  the  Son  of  God,"  as  Nebuchadnezzar 
judged,  Dan.  iii.  25. 

Now  indeed  the  whole  law  was  a  fhadow  of  him, 
who  was  to  come  to  be  the  fubftance  of  it,  and  to 
perform  that  inwardly  in  the  hearts  of  his,  which  the 
law  figured  forth,  and  reprefented  outwardly.  Thus 
Mofes  and  all  the  prophets  were  forerunners  of  him, 
the  great  prophet  of  the  fpiritual  Ifrael  of  God»     All 

the 
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the  priefts,  cfpecially  the  high-priefts,  were  types  and 
forerunners  of  hiin,  and  to  end  in  him,  who  is  the 
high-prieft  over  the  houlhold  of  God  for  ever.  The 
judges  and  faviours  were  types  of  hiin,  the  great  Sa- 
viour and  Redeemer :  for  they  faved  not  by  their  own 
ftrength,  but  by  his  Spirit  and  power  coming  upon 
them ;  fo  that  the  yoke  (which  was  made  and  brought 
upon  them  by  their  rebellion  againll  the  Lord,  and 
difobedience  to  his  law)  was  ftill  broken,  becaufe  of 
the  anointing. 

David,  Solomon,  and  the  good  kings,  were  types 
of  him.  David,  of  his  conqueft:  over  his  fpiritual 
enem.ies  ;  Solomon,  of  his  ruling  his  Ifrael  in  peace, 
after  he  had  conquered  their  enemies, 

Circumcifion  was  a  type  of  his  circumcifing  the 
heart,  that  his  children  (his  holy  feed)  might  love  the 
Lord  their  God  with  all  their  heart,  and  live. 

The  pafTover,  and  blood  of  the  lamb,  was  a  type 
of  his  blood,  and  fprinkled  upon  the  confcience,  which 
preferveth  againft  tiie  ftroke  and  power  of  the  de- 
Ilroyer ;  and  fo  God  paffeth  over  all  fuch,  when  he 
vifits  for  fm  and  tranfgrefTion. 

The  outward  fabbath  was  a  type  of  the  pure  reft, 
which  Chrift  gives  to  thole  that  believe  in  his  name  : 
for  indeed  they  that  truly  believe  in  him  do  enter  into 
reft,  and  ceafe  from  their  own  labour  and  workings 
of  themfelves,  and  witnefs  God's  working  in  them, 
"  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure." 

The  outward  law,  in  the  letter,  written  in  tables  of 
flone,  was  a  fliadow  of  the  inward,  living,  pure,  pow- 
erful, fpiritual  law  of  love  and  life,  which  God  writes 
in  the  hearts  of  his  children,  which  conrtrains  them 
to  obedience,  and  enables  them  to  do  all  that  God 
requires  of  them  with  eafe  and  delight.  For  truly  the 
yoke  of  his  law  is  eafy,  and  the  burden  of  his  com- 
mandments is  light  i  fo  that  they  are  not  at  all  grie- 
vous to  them  that  are  under,  and  in  fubjedion  to,  his 
Spirit. 

When  tlie  mind  is  gathered,  and  brought  from 
under  the  fpirit  and  power  of  darknefs  into  his  Spirit 

and 
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and  power,  oh !  how  eafy  is  it  to  believe,  to  love,  to 
obey,  &c.  ?  Indeed  there  is  nothing  but  love,  and 
faith,  and  obedience,  and  life,  and  righteoufnefs,  and 
holinefs,  and  pure  power,  and  peace,  and  joy  here. 
"  For  the  old  things  are  palTed  away,  and  all  things 
"  are  become  new  in  Chrifl,"  to  them  that  are  in  the 
new  creation  in  him. 

So  Canaan,  the  Holy  Land,  reprefented  the  land 
of  life,  or  country  of  life,  into  which  God  gathers, 
and  in  which  he  feeds  and  preferves  all  the  living, 
whom  he  gathers  out  of  the  territories  of  death  and 
darknefs.  And  the  plenty  and  fulnefs  of  the  land  of 
Canaan,  and  the  fweet  rivers  therein,  fignified  the 
abundance  of  rich  things,  and  the  rivers  of  God's 
pleafure,  whereof  his  redeemed-ones  drink,  as  they 
come  to  live,  and  dwell,  and  walk,  and  fup  in  and 
with  him, 

Jerufalem,  the  holy  city,  was  a  figure  of  the  new 
Jerufalem,  the  fpiritual  Jerufalem,  the  heavenly  Jeru- 
falem, which  is  the  mother  of  all  them  that  are  born 
of  the  Spirit  ;'  and  the  hill  whereon  Jerufalem  was 
built,  fignified  God's  holy  mountain,  whereon  this  his 
city  is  built ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  outward  Jeru- 
falem fignified  the  inhabiters  of  the  new  and  inward 
Jerufalern  j  and  the  temple  fignified  Chrifl's  body, 
and  the  bodies  of  the  faints,  which  are  temples,  which 
the  Holy  One  dwells  in  the  midft  of.  And  that  altar 
in  the  outward  temple  fignified  the  altar  in  this  inward 
temple,  which  all  the  true,  inward,  fpiritual  Jews  have 
right  to  partake  of,  and  none  elfe.  The  fire  in  the 
outward  temple,  and  the  candlefticks,  and  the  lights 
which  were  never  to  go  out,  fignified  the  holy  fire  in 
the  fpiritual  temple,  which  comes  from  heaven,  where- 
with all  the  fpiritual  facrifices  are  to  be  offered  up ; 
and  the  candleftick  is  to  hold  the  light  (and  the  priefts 
to  keep  the  lamps  burning)  or  God  will  remove  it 
out  of  its  place.  So  the  holy  garments  of  the  priefts 
fignified  the  robes  of  righteoufnefs,  innocency,  and 
purity,  wherewith  the  people  of  God  under  the  gofpel 
(who  are  a  royal  priefthood  to  him)  are  to  be  clothed. 

And 


fiAOUGHT    TO    LlGtJT,     &C.  97 

And  the  ark  fignified  that  which  holds  the  law  of 
the  new  covenant 3   and  the  pot  of  manna,  with  which 
kind  of  food  God   fed  and   nouriflied  the  foul    in  the 
wildernefs,  before  he  brought  it  into  the  Holy  Land, 
muft  be  for  an  everlafting  memorial  in  the  land  of  the 
living.     For  indeed  Chrift  appeared  to,   and  was  with 
that  people  in  the  wildernefs,    in  a  cloud  by  day,  and 
in  a  pillar  of  fire  by  night;  which  fignified  the  leading 
of  God's  Spirit  in   the  day  of  the  gofpel,    Ifa.  iv,  5. 
And   he  was  the  rock  that  followed  them;    and  he  was 
the   manna   of  which  they  did  eat,    and  the  water  of 
which   they  did   drink;  for  tliey  did  eat  and  drink  of 
the  heavenly  things  in   a  figure,  and    (as  their  fpirits 
were  at  any  time  opened)  had  a  tafte  and  fenfe  of  the 
true  food,  in  and  through  the  figure;  yea,  doubtlefs, 
at  fome   times,  they  had  all   fome  fenfe,   and  did  all 
eat  of  the  fame  fpiritual  meat  as  we  now  eat  of,  '^  and 
"  did  all  drink  of  the  fame  fpiritual  drink"  as  we  now 
drink   of,   i  Cor.  x.  3,  4.    for  they  were   not  only  all 
under  the  cloud,    and  did  not  only  ail  pafs  through  the 
lea,   but   they  were  alio  all  baptized  in  the   cloud  and 
in  the  fea,  having  a  fenfe  of  the  pure  power  of  the 
Lord,  and  of  his  outftretchedarm  made  bare  for  them; 
in  which  fenfe  they  fang  his  praife,  though  they  foon 
afterwards  forgot  his  works,    Pfal.  cvi.   11,    12.     So 
likewife  there  was  Aaron's  rod,   that  budded,  laid  up 
in  the  ark;  which   is  the  evidence  of  true  priefthood 
and  miniftry  for  ever;  and  that  which  is  fo,   is   not  to 
be  Ipurned  againft,  but  ftill  to  be  acknowledged  and 
honoured,  as  of  God. 

In  it  alio  were  the  tables  of  the  law,  in  the  reprefen- 
tative  ark;  in  the  true  ark  are  the  tables  of  the  law 
of  life,  which  God  writes  by  the  finger  of  his  Spirit, 
and  appoints  to  be  kept  in  the  fpiritual  ark  for  ever. 

Above  the  ark  was  the  mercy-feat,  with  two  cheru- 
bims  of  glory,  one  at  each  end  of  it,  fpreading  their 
wings  on  high  over  the  mercy-feat,  between  whom 
God  dwelt  or  fat,  where  God  met  with  and  communed 
with  Mofes,  and  the  priefts  under  the  law,  when  they 
came  to  worfhip  him,    and  enquire  of   him;  which 

Vol.  IV.  G  figured 
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figured  out  the  true  mercy-Teat  under  the  gofpel, 
where  the  true  priefts  (the  true  circumcifion  of  the 
fpiritual  Ifrael  of  God)  have  accefs  with  boldnefs  to 
the  throne  of  grace,  that  (through  the  high-prieft  of 
their  profeflion)  they  may  obtain  mercy  and  grace,  to 
help  in  time  of  need. 

So  under  the  law,  all  the  facrifices  (the  fin -offering, 
the  peace-offering,  the  thank-offering,  the  heave-offer- 
ing, the  wave-offering,  the  whole  burnt-offering,  the 
meat-offering,  the  drink-offering,  &c.)  fignified 
Chrift,  the  one  offering,  who  comprehends  them  all; 
and  the  holy,  fpiritual,  heavenly  offerings,  which  the 
fpiritual  people  (the  priefts  of  the  gofpel)  are  daily 
to  offer  up  to  God:  and  the  fweet  fpices,  frankincenfe, 
and  odours,  fignified  the  fweet  feafonings  of  the  gof- 
pel facrifices  with  grace,  with  fait,  with  the  Spirit, 
with  the  frefh  breathings  of  life,  with  innocency,  with 
meeknefs,  withtendernefs,  with  zeal,  with  faith,  with 
love,  &c.  which  yields  a  moft  pleafant  fcent  in  the 
noftrils  of  the  Lord. 

Now  in  the  bullock  and  goat  for  the  fin-offering, 
the  blood  was  to  be  brought  into  the  holy  place,  to 
make  atonement  j  and  the  fat  and  inwards  burnt  on  the 
altar;  and  the  flefh,  fl^in,  and  dung,  carried  forth  and 
burnt  without  the  camp.  What  means  this?  Oh! 
how  precious  is  it  to  read  the  figures  of  the  heavenly 
things  with  true  underftanding!  but  to  read  through 
the  figures  (with  the  eye  of  life,  with  the  eye  of  the 
Spirit)  into  the  invifible  fubftance,  this  is  fweet,  pre- 
cious, and  heavenly  indeed! 

Secondly,  Concerning  Chrijl's  appearance  in  a  body  of 
flejh.  When  the  time  of  thefe  fhadows  drew  towards 
an  end,  and  the  fiiUnefs  of  time  was  come,  he  who 
thus  appeared  in  feveral  types  and  fhadows  among  that 
people  of  the  Jews  under  the  law,  he  now  came  down 
from  the  Father,  debafed  himfelf,  and  clothed  himfelf 
like  a  man,  partaking  of  flelh  and  blood;  and  was  in 
all  things  made  like  unto  us  (excepting  fin;  for  he  was 
the  Lamb  without  fpot)  humbling  himfelf  to  come 
under  the  law,  and  under  the  curfe,  that  he  might  re- 
deem 
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deem  thofe  that  arc  under  the  law  (and  under  the  curfe) 
by  fulfilling  the  righteoufnefs  thereof,  and  bringing 
them  through  into  the  righteoufnefs  everlafting. 

Now  while  he  was  in  the  body,  his  glory  did  Ihine 
to  the  eye  of  the  children  of  the  true  wifdom:  his  dif- 
ciples  (to  whom  not  fiefh  and  blood,  nor  the  wifdom 
and  knowledge  which  they  could  get  from  the  letter, 
but  his  Father  revealed  him)  they  faw  the  hidden 
glory;  they  faw  through  the  veil  of  his  fiefh,  and  be- 
held him  as  the  only  begotten  of  his  Father,  full  of 
grace  and  truth. 

Now  in  this  body  he  finifhed  the  work  which  his 
Father  gave  him  to  do;  he  fulfilled  all  righteoufnefs 
(the  righteoulnefs  of  the  letter,  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  Spirit)  that  he  might  bring  his  through  the  right- 
eoufntfs  of  the  law  or  letter,  into  the  righteoufnefs 
of  the  Spirit  and  power,  into  the  righteoufnefs  of  the 
new  life;  and  here  that  fcripture  is  read  and  fulfilled, 
"  I  through  the  law  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  I  might 
**  live  to  God.'''  So  his  whole  life  was  a  doing  the  will 
of  the  Father,  which  fent  him. 

When  he  was  but  twelve  years  old,  he  difputed  with 
the  doflors  and  teachers  of  the  law,  hearing  and  afking 
thtm  queftions  (difcovering  the  pure  wifdom  of  the 
Father  which  dwelt  in  him)  becaufe  it  was  his  Father's 
bufinefs  which  he  was  to  be  about,  as  he  told  his 
mother,  Luke  ii.  49.  And  when  the  Lord  led  him 
into  the  wildernefs  to  be  tried,  he  went  and  was 
tempted,  that  he  might  fight  the  battle  againft  his 
great  adverfary.  And  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was 
upon  him,  moving  him  to  preach  the  gofpel,  he 
preached  the  gofpel  in  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the 
F'ather,  and  went  about  doing  good,  and  healing  all 
that  were  opprefled  of  the  dev  il,  as  his  Father's  Spirit 
led  and  guided  him:  for  he  did  nothing  of  himfelf,  or 
in  his  own  will,  or  for  himfelf;  but  all  in  the  will  and 
time  of  the  Father. 

"  Mine  hour  is  not  yet  come,**  faid  he  to  his  mother, 
when  fhe  was  halty  to  have  him  do  that  miracle  of 
turnmg  water  into  wine,  John  ii,  4.     And  fo  when  his 
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brethren  urged  him  to  go  up  to  the  feaft,  John  vii.  7,  4." 
"  My  tinne,"  faid  he,   "  is  not  yet  comcj  your  time 
**  is  always  ready,"  ver.  5.  -f^ 

Thus  he  did  always  pleafe  his  Father,  and  feek  the 
honour  of  him  that  fent  him;  and  was  obedient  to 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  crofs,  being  willing  to 
drink  of  the  cup  which  his  Father  gave  him  to  drink; 
and  fo  having  finifhed  his  work,  he  returned  from 
whence  he  came,  and  fat  down  at  the  right-hand  of 
the  majefty  on  high,  being  exalted  above  all  princi- 
palities, and  powers,  and  dominions,  both  in  this 
world,   and  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

Thirdly,  Now  the  third  appearance  of  Chrift,  which 
thefe  two  outward  appearances  made  way  for,  was  his 
appearance  in  Spirit^  even  his  pure,  inwardy  heavenly 
appearance  in  the  hearts  of  his  children.  This  he  bids 
his  difciples  wait  for;  telling  them,  "  that  he  would 
**  not  leave  them  comfortlefs,  but  would  come  again 
"  to  them."  They  had  had  the  appearance  of  the 
bridegroom  in  the  flefh,  and  he  was  to  go  away.  It 
could  not  be  helped;  it  was  necefiary  for  them  that  he 
ftiould  go  away;  but  (faith  he)  "  I  will  come  again." 
The  fame  power  and  prefence  that  is  now  with  you  in'' 
a  body  of  flefh,  Ihall  vifit  you  in  Spirit,  and  fo  abide 
with  you  for  ever.  For  he  that  is  now  with  you  fliall 
be  in  you;  till  that  time  ye  fhall  have  forrow,  and  be 
like  a  travailing  woman;  but  the  world,  in  the  mean 
time,  fhall  rejoice-,  "  but  I  will  fee  you  again,  and 
"  your  heart  Ihall  rejoice,  and  your  joy  no  man  takes 
"  from  you."  And  was  it  not  fo?  Did  not  Chrifl  fend 
the  Spirit,  the  Comforter  ?  Did  he  not  come  in  the 
Spirit  and  power  of  the  Moft  High,  to  be  with  them 
always  to  the  end  of  the  world?  Did  he  not  bid  them 
'5  flay  and  wait  at  Jerufalem"  for  that  appearance  of 
him  in  his  Spirit,  and  not  go  about  his  work  and  mef- 
fage  till  he  came  in  the  power  and  authority  of  his 
Father  to  go  along  with  them  ?  And  did  not  their 
hearts  rejoice  when  he  came  with  joy  unfpeakable,  and 
full  of  glory?  Had  they  not  then  the  joy  and  peace 
which  pafTcd  all  thp  underftanding  01  manj    which 
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jcy  and  peace  none  could  take  from  fhem;  which  joy  they 
were  not  promifed  that  they  fhould  receive  till  he  came 
and  faw  them  again?  Yea,  truly;  in  the  kingdom. 
Spirit,  and  power  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  there  is  a 
Jeehig  eye  to  eye.  Yea,  it  was  lb,  in  fome  meafure, 
with  fome  precious  ones  in  the  days  of  old,  which  that 
promife,  (Pfal.  xxxii.  8.  "  I  will  guide  thee  with  mine 
"  eye")  intimates;  for  the  eye  of  the  foul  mull  be  upon 
God's  eye,  and  obferve  the  motion  thereof,  if  it  be 
guided  thereby. 

And  truly  this  adminiftration  of  the  Spirit  and  power 
of  thegofpel  is  exceeding  glorious,  and  they  that  come 
into  it,  come  into  the  glory  and  heavenly  dominion 
and  authority  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  (and  fo  are 
made  kings  by  him,  and  wear  crowns  in  his  prefence, 
though  they  ftill  caft  them  at  his  feet)  and  are  changed 
from  glory  to  glory;  and  behold,  as  in  a  mirror,  the 
glory  of  the  Lord,  which  none  can  do  but  with  the 
eye  which  is  in  fome  meafure  changed  and  glorified. 

Now  this  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel  in  Spirit  and 
power,  began  in  the  apoftles  days,  and  the  church  was 
exceeding  chafte,  pure,  and  beautiful  then,  without 
fpot  or  wrinkle;  though  there  were  fome  crept  into 
the  outward  court,  which  were  fpots  among  themj 
but  that  did  not  mar  the  beauty  of  the  reft,  but  they 
could  bring  vidory  and  dominion  to  him  that  fat  on 
the  throne,  and  witneiTed  that  falvation,  and  ftrength, 
and  the  kingdom  of  our  God,  and  the  power  of  his 
Chrift  was  come.  For  the  man-child  was  born,  and 
was  among  them ;  and  the  glorious  woman  (the  church, 
the  fpoufe  of  Chrift)  "  was  clothed  with  the  fun," 
&c.  and  had  both  her  huft^and  (her  Lord  and  head) 
and  the  man-child  (the  pure  birth  of  life)  with  her. 
But  there  was  a  falling  away  after  this,  and  a  thick 
dark  night,  and  a  very  great  and  univerfal  apoftafy 
from  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  apoftles;  many  de- 
parting out  of  the  fear  into  the  high-mindednefs,  and 
not  keeping  their  ftanding  in  the  faith,  and  love,  and 
obedience  of  the  truth;  but  holding  a  form  of  god- 
linefs  out  of  the  power. 
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But  God,  in  his  tender  mercies,  determined  to  fend 
an  angel  to  preach  his  everlafting  gofpel  again  j  and 
in  due  time  fo  did,  as  is  exprelTed,   Rev.  xiv.   6,  7. 
(Mark :    none  could  preach  the  everlafting  gofpel  af- 
ter the  apoftafy,  by  any  ordination  or  fucceftion  of 
miniftry  left  amongft:men;   but  there  muft;  be  a  nevsr 
receiving  of  the  gofpel,  by  a  new  meflage  and  com- 
miffion  from  on  high).     And  God  like  wife  fent  forth 
his  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning  to  confume  the 
whore  (the  falfe  church)  which  was   grown  very  great, 
fitting  over  peoples,  multitudes,  nations,  and  tongues*, 
and  to  bring  the  true  church  out  of  the  wilderriefs  into- 
enjoyment  of  her  beauty  and  glory  again.    And  when 
Ihe  comes    again,    Ihe  com^s  as  a  morning  without 
clouds,  without  any  veil,  without  any  outward  types 
or  fliadows  of  the  glory  to  be  revealed,  even  in  the 
pure  and  heavenly  glory  itfelf. 

He  that  hath  a  true  eye,  let  him  read  thisj  and  he 
that  hath  an  heart  opened  by  the  Lord,  let  him  ac- 
knowledge it:  for  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift 
is  exalted,  and  the  knees  of  his  redeemed  ones  bow  to 
him,  and  acknowledge  him  the  only  Anointed  One, 
the  only  Lord  and  King  over  all,  to  the  glory  of  God 
the  father.     Amen. 


XIL 

Concerning  Mount  Sinai,  and  Mount  Sion. 

WAS  not  Sinai  the  mount  that  might  be  touchedj 
an  earthly  mount,  from  whence  was  the  minif- 
tration  of  the  law  outward,  or  in  the  letter,  which 
gendered  to  bondage,  condemnation,  and  death  ? 
Doth  not  the  apoftle  Peter  fay,  concerning  the  law  as 
fo  adminiftered,  "  that  it  was  a  yoke  too  heavy  for 
*'  them  or  their  fathe.rs  to  bear  ?"  A6bs  xv.  10. 

Is  not  the  gofpel  Sion  a  fpiritual  mount,  an  hea- 
venly mount,  a  mount  that  cannot  be  touched  by 
human  fenfes,  a  mount  from  whence  is  the  miniftra-r 

tion 
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tion  of  the  Spirit,  the  miniftration  of  liberty,  the 
miniftration  of  life,  the  miniftration  of  the  glory  that 
e){celleth?  Is  it  not  the  holy  mountain,  whereon  the 
holy  city  (the  New  Jerufalem)  is  built,  and  where  the 
King  of  Righteoufnefs  rules  in  righteoufnefs  and  peace 
over  all  his  rubje(ils-,  where  he  makes  to  them  thd  feaft 
of  fat  things,  and  of  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined; 
where  he  and  his  fup  together,  eating  and  drinking  the 
bread  and  wine  of  the  kingdom,  even  the  living  bread, 
and  the  fruit  of  the  living  vine? 

Is  not  the  whole  miniftration  of  life,  from  the  be- 
ginning to  end,  from  Mount  Sion?  Is  it,  any  of  it, 
from  Mount  Sinai  ? 

Is  not  Sion  to  be  redeemed  with  judgment,  and 
her  converts  with  rio-hteoufnefs?  Doth  either  the 
judgment  or  the  righteoufnefs,  wherewith  Sion  and 
her  converts  are  to  be  redeemed,  come  from  Mount 
Sinai?  Do  they  not  both  come  from  Mount  Sion  ? 

Out  of  "  Sion  ftiall  go  forth  the  law,  and  word  of 
'^  the  Lord  from  Jerufalem,"  Ifai.  ii.  He  that  un- 
derftandeth  this  fcripture,  knoweth  the  gofpel  ftate. 

"  Ye  are  not  come  (faid  the  apoille)  to  the  mount 
"  that  might  be  touched,  and  that  burned  with  fire; 
"  nor  unto  blacknefs,  and  darknefs,  and  tempeft,  and 
*'  the  found  of  a  trumpet,  and  the  voice  of  words, 
**  &:c,  but  ye  are  come  to  Mount  Sion,  and  unto  the 
^^  city  of  the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,"  &c. 
Heb.  xii. 

Now  they  that  come  thither,  they  witnefs  the  law  of 
the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  which  maketh  free 
from  the  law  of  fin  and  death;  and  the  pure  word  of 
eternal  life  ilfuing  thence,  even  from  that  Sion  and 
Jerufalem. 

Mind  that  fcripture,  GaL  iv.  25,  26.  "  For  this 
*'  Agar  is  Mount  Sinai  in  Arabia,  and  anfwereth  to 
**  Jerufalem,  which  now  is,  and  is  in  bondage,  with 
'^  her  children;  but  Jerufalem  which  is  above  is  free, 
*^  which  is  the  mother  of  us  all." 

We  read,  Rev.  xi.  19.  ♦*  That  the  temple  of  God 
**  was  opened   in  heaven,  and  there  was  iQzn  in  his 
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*'  temple  the  ark  of  his  teftament;  and  there  were 
"  lightnings,  and  voices,  and  thunderings,  and  an 
"  earthquake,  and  great  hail."  Whence  did  thofe 
lightnings,  voices,  thunderings,  &c.  iflue ;  out  of 
Sinai,  or  out  of  Sion?  Doth  not  the  lion  of  the  tribe 
of  Judah  roar  out  of  Sion  againft  his  enemies,  and 
Ihoot  the  arrows  of  his  judgments  from  thence?  And 
if  he  judge  his  enemies  from  thence,  doth  he  not 
judge  his  people  from  thence  aifo  ?  Is  not  his  fire  in 
Sion,  and  his  furnace  in  Jerufalem  ?  And  doth  not  the 
Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning  (by  which  he  wafh- 
eth  and  purgeth  away  the  blood  and  filth  of  the  daugh- 
ter of  Sion)  iflue  forth  from  thence?  Oh!  that  men 
had  a  true  and  fpiritual  underrtanding  of  thefe  thingSj 
and  were  taught  of  God  to  know  and  diftinguifh  con- 
cerning the  things  of  his  kingdom! 

XIII. 

Of  the  Signification  of  Mount  S'lno-i^^n^IMountSion^ 

MOUNT  Sinai  was  that  mount  of  earth  which 
the  voice  and  prefence  of  the  Lord  fhook  at 
the  miniftration  of  the  law  outward. 
,  Now  there  is  an  inward  earth,  which  is  to  be  fhaken 
?lfoi  even  the  nature  which  tranfgrefied,  the  nature^ 
which  was  fubjedl  to  fin,  and  under  the  curfe,  the 
earth  which  brings  forth  briars  and  thorns.  Into  the 
earth  the  plough  of  the  Lord  is  to  go,  to  break  it  up, 
and  overturn  it,  that  there  may  be  a  new  earth  formed, 
fit  to  receive  the  heavenly  (ced;  out  of  which  ic  may 
fpring,  and  bring  forth  fruit  to  God.  Yea,  not  only 
the  earth,  but  alfo  the  heavens,  are  to  be  Ihaken,  yea, 
and  removed  too;  though  the  fliaking  of  Mount 
Sinai  did  not  fignify  that,  but  only  the  fhaking  of  the 
earth.  '*  But  yet  once  more"  (faith  the  Lord)  "  I  fliake 
*'  not  earth  only,  but  alfo  heaven  j"  which  fignifieth 
the  removing  thofe  things  that  may  be  (haken,  that 
thofe  things  which  cannot  be  fhaken  may  remain. 

There  is  that  which  is  changeable,  and  there  is  that 
which  is  unchangeable.     The  old  earth,  and  the  old 
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heavens,  are  changeable ;  the  new  heavens,  and  the 
new  earth,  are  unchangeable.  There  is  a  changeable 
mind,  a  changeable  fpirit,  a  changeable  nature,  a 
changeable  will,  a  changeable  wifdom,  a  changeable 
rcafon  and  underftanding  (which  one  while  goech  this 
way,  and  another  while  that  way)  a  changeable  know- 
ledge of  God;  which  man  learns  not  of  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord,  but  after  a  traditional  way,  and  by  the 
fearch  of  his  own  hunting  mind,  and  drinks  into  that 
part  which  is  old  and  earthly.  There  is  man's  kind- 
ling a  fire  there,  a  beating  out  fparks  there,  with 
which  he  compafles  about  and  warmeth  himfelf,  get- 
ting unto  himfelf  peace  and  joy,  hope  and  confidence, 
ike.  But  when  the  Lord  appears,  and  his  voice  is 
heard  (when  hearifeth  tofnake  terribly  the  earth,  yea, 
and  the  heavens  alfo)  all  thefe  will  be  fhaken,  and  fall 
like  untimely  figs  at  the  rufhing  of  a  mighty  wind  and 
terrible  tempell. 

For  the  day  of  the  Lord,  the  day  of  his  pure  appear- 
ance, the  day  of  the  brightnefs  of  his  rifing,  will  be 
upon  all  that  is  high  and  lofty;  upon  all  that  is  proud 
and  lifted  up  above  the  pure  feed.  Every  cedar  of 
Lebanon,  and  oak  of  Baflian,  that  is  high  and  lifted 
up;  every  high  mountain  and  hill  that  are  lifted  up*, 
every  high  tower,  and  fenced  wallj  every  ihip. 
of  Tarfhilh,  and  pleafant  picture,  6cc.  Ihall  all  feel 
the  terror  of  his  majefty.  and  that  alone  which  is  of 
the  pure  feed,  gathered  into  the  feed,  and  changed 
into  the  nature  of  the  feed,  that  alone  fhall  Hand. 
Nothing  elfe  fliall  be  able  to  dwell  with  the  devouring 
fire,  and  everlafting  burnings:  fo  that  it  may  be  very 
well  faid,  "  Who  may  abide  the  day  of  his  comingj 
*'  and  who  fhall  ftand  vvhen  he  appeareth?"  For  he 
is  like  a  refiner's  fire,  and  like  fuller's  foap;  and  he 
Cometh  with  his  fan  in  his  hand,  to  fan  away  the  chafi*; 
and  fhall  fit  as  a  refiner  and  purifier  of  filver,  to  pu- 
rify the  fons  of  Levi,  and  purge  them  as  gold  and 
filver,  that  they  may  offer  unto  the  Lord  an  offering 
in  righteoufnefs,  pleafant  to  the  Lord;  which  none  can 
(io  but  thofc  that  are  purified  by  him, 
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And  happy  will  they  be,  whofe  religion  and  wor- 
fhip  in  that  day  will  (land  the  trial,  and  bear  the  fire.' 
And,  oh!  bleffed  for  ever  be  the  Lord,  who  is  come 
near  to  judgment,  and  is  a  fwift  witnefs  againll  all 
deceit  and  unrighteoufnefs ;  but  a  juftiiier  of  them 
whofe  confciences  he  has  fprinkled  with  the  blood 
of  Jefus. 

But  now,  as  the  Lord  taketh  away  the  old,  fo  he 
bringeth  in  the  new.  As  he  removeth  the  old  earth 
and  the  old  heavens,  wherein  dwelt  unrighteoufnefs j 
fo  he  formeth  and  bringeth  forth  the  new  heavens,  and 
the  new  earth,   wherein  dwells  righteoufnefs. 

And  here  the  kingdom  is  known  and  received,  which 
can  never  be  (haken.  Here  is  the  Mount  Sion,  which 
fhall  never  be  removed ;  and  the  Jerufalem,  one  of 
whofe  flakes  or  cords  Ihall  never  be  plucked  up,  or 
broken.  Here  is  the  city  which  hath  everlafting 
foundations,  whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God. 

BlelTed  are  they  that  come  hither,  and  dwell  here; 
who  are  not  Come  to  the  mount  that  may  be  touched 
and  fhaken,  and  removed  (read  inwardly);  but  to 
the  holy  mount  of  God,  and  whereon  all  the  build- 
ings of  life  are  raifed,  and  whereon  they  (land  firm 
for  ever. 

And  all  that  are  herein  built  up  and  eflablifhed  can 
truly  fay,  and  fing  in  fpirit,  "  BlelTed  be  the  Lord 
**  God  of  Ifrael,  and  blefled  by  him  (hall  be  the 
"  habitation  of  juftice,  and  mountain  of  holinefs, 
"  from  this  time  forth  for  evermore."  For  Jerufalem 
is  now  become  a  quiet  habitation,  and  the  king  of 
glory  reigneth  therein :  for  the  Lord  of  Holts,  who 
hath  created  the  new  heavens,  and  the  new  earth, 
hath  created  Jerufalem  a  rejoicing,  and  her  people  a 
joy;  and  they  Ihall  be  glad,  and  rejoice,  and  blefs 
themfelves  in  him,  for  ever  and  ever.    Amen,  Amen, 
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XIV. 

Concerning  the  Temple    and  Sacrifices   under  the 

Go/pel. 

GOD's  temple  under  tlie  gofpel  is  the  light  of  his 
Son,  the  Spirit  of  his  Son,  and  thofe  fouls  which 
are  renewed,  and  built  up  an  habitation  for  him  ia 
the  Spirit  of  his  Son,  and  thofe  bodies  in  which  re- 
newed minds  and  fpirits  dwell.  God  is  light,  and  he 
dwelleth  in  light;  God  is  Spirit,  and  his  building  is 
holy  and  fpiritual;  for  he  dwelleth  in  nothing  that  is 
dark,  or  corrupt,  or  unclean. 

And  that  which  is  facrificed  or  offered  up  to  God 
muft  be  clean  and  pure.  No  unclean  thought,  no  un- 
clean defire,  nothing  that  is  earthly,  or  flefhly,  or 
felfifh,  muft  be  offered  up  to  God;  but  the  pure 
breathings  of  his  own  Spirit:  for  whatfoever  is  of  him, 
and  comes  from  him,  is  accepted  with  him;  but  what- 
ever man  can  invent,  or  form,  or  offer  up  of  his  own, 
or  of  himfelf  (though  it  be  ever  fo  glorious  and  tak- 
ing in  man's  eye),  yet  it  is  but  abomination  in  the 
fight  of  the  Lord. 

Thus  all  the  facrifices  of  the  Gentiles  (or  heathen- 
ifh  nature)  are  rejedled.  Thus  all  the  facrifices  of  the 
Jews  outward  (or  of  the  profefling  mind  and  nature, 
without  the  true  life)  are  rejedied  alio. 

"  Wherewith  Ihall  I  come  before  the  Lord"  (faid 
the  prophet  of  the  Lord  of  old)  *'  and  bow  myfelf 
*'  before  the  high  God?  Shall  1  come  before  him  with 
*'  burnt-offerings,  with  calves  of  a  year  old.''  Will 
"  the  Lord  be  pleafed  with  thoufands  of  rams,  with 
'*  ten  thoufands  of  rivers  of  oil  ?  Shall  I  give  my  firft- 
"  born  for  my  tranfgreffion;  the  fruit  of  my  body  for 
«  the  fin  of  my  foul  ?"  Mic.  vi.  6,  7. 

What  faith  the  anfwer  of  God  ?  No,  no  j  this  is  not 
the  way  to  come  to  pardon  of  fin,  or  to  acceptance 
with  the  Lordi   but  come  to  that  which  teacheth  what 

is 
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is  goodj  and  what  the  "  Lord  requireth  of  thee,  O 
*«  man  J  which  is  to  do  juftly,  and  to  love  mercy, 
"  and  to  walk  humbly  with  the  Lord."  Come  thither 
in  the  teachings  of  God's  Spirit,  and  worlhip  there, 
and  there  thou  {halt  witnefs  the  forgivenefs  of  fins, 
and  acceptance  with  the  Lord,  Mic.  vi.  7,  8.  and 
Ifai.  i.  16,  17,  18.  For  it  was  not  offering  facrifices 
of  old  (appointed  under  the  law)  that  would  do  the 
thing,  nor  mens  pleading  the  facrifice  under  the 
gofpel;  but  coming  to  that  Spirit  which  teacheth 
holinefs,  and  being  fubjed  to  that  Spirit,  and  offering 
in  that  Spirit  (to  the  Father)  what  proceeds  there- 
from. So  that  his  building  in  the  Spirit  is  the  only 
temple,  and  the  facrifices  or  offerings  in  the  Spirit  are 
the  only  offerings  of  the  New  Teftament. 

And  here  every  groan  or  figh  towards  the  Lord  af- 
ter that  which  is  pure,  every  iupplication  in  the  Spirit, 
every  acknowledgment  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord 
in  a  true  and  pure  fenfe,  are  of  a  fweet  favour  in  the 
noftrils  of  the  Lord :  yea,  ufing  hofpitality,  reliev- 
ing the  poor,  or  doing  any  thing  that  is  good  from  the 
good  and  holy  root,  are  facrifices  acceptable  to  the 
Lord.  Read  thefe  fcriptures  following  (and  if  the 
Lord  open  thine  eyes,  thou  mayeft  thereby  come  to 
fee  both  what  the  temple  and  facrifices  are),  i  Cor.  iii, 
16,  and  2  Cor.  vi.  16.  Ifai.  x.  7.  15.  Ephef.  ii.  21,22, 
Heb.  iii.  6.  Rev.  xxi,  22.  John  iv.  23.  Pfal.  xc.  i, 
Thefe  places  foregoing  are  for  the  temple :  then  for 
the  facrifices,  Pfal.  1.  14, 15.  and  li.  i6,  17.  and  cxli.  2. 
Mal.i.  II.  Heb.  X.  8,  9.  Rom.  xii.  i.  iCor.  vi.  19,  20. 
I  Pet.  ii,  5.  Heb.  xiii.  15.  Phil.  iv.  18. 
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XV. 

Some  ^ejitons  concerning  the  Light  of  Christ 'j 
Spirit  anfweredi  according   to  the  T^ejlimony   of 
the    Scriptures    of  Truth,    and    according    to 
Experience. 

Que  ft.  I'T  II  7  tlAT  is  the  tnejfage  which  Chrift  fent  bis 
y  Y     apojlles  to  declare^    whom   he  fent   to 
preach  the  go/pel? 

Anfw.  This  is  the  meffage  which  they  heard  of  him, 
and  which  they  declared  unto  others,  "  That  God  is 
"  light,   and  in  him  is  no  darknefs  at  all." 

Queft.  1.  What  was  Chriji's  intent  iyi  fending  them  with 
this  meffage;  and  for  what  end  were  they  to  declare  it  to 
others  ? 

Anf-jj.  For  the  opening  of  mens  eyes  and  hearts, 
that  men  might  come  to  a  fight  and  fenfe  of  the  dark- 
nefs, and  to  a  fight  and  fenfe  of  the  lights  and  might 
be  turned  from  darknefs  to  light  (and  fo  from  Satan's 
power  to  God)  ;  and  might  come  out  of  the  one  into 
the  other  (chat  is,  out  of  the  darknefs  into  the  light), 
and  fo  might  walk  in  the  light,  as  God  is  in  the  light. 

Queft.  3.   What  is  the  danger  of  abiding  in  darknefs? 

Anfiv.  In  the  darknefs  is  fin,  death,  condemnation, 
and  dcftru6tion  of  the  foul,  and  feparation  from  God 
and  Chrift  for  ever. 

Queft.  4.  What  is  the  benefit  of  being  turned  to  the 
lights  and  of  coming  into  the  lights  and  walking  in  the 
light ^  as  God  is  in  the  light  ? 

Anfw.  The  benefits  are  great  and  many;  three 
whereof  I  may  now  mention,  which  comprehend  and 
contain  in  them  many  more. 

Firft,  In  the  light,  remifTion  of  fins  is  received;  for 
there  is  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  wherewith  thofe  are 
fprinkled  that  come  thither;  and  indeed  none  can 
walk  and  abide  there,  but  they  come  to  witnefs  the 
blood  of  Jefus  Chrift,  God's  Son,  cleanfing  them  from 
all  fin;  and  true,  real  cleanfing  is  no  where  elfe  wit- 
nefted. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,  They  have  fellowfliip  with  the  Father  and 
the  Son,  and  come  alfo  into  fellowfhip  with  the  faints 
in  light;  which  are  great  myfteries,  and  none  knows 
what  they  mean  but  fuch  as  are  in  that  holy  fellow- 
(hip. 

Thirdly,  They  there  receive  the  earneft  of  the  ever- 
lading  inheritance,  and  the  fealing  up  by  God's  Holy 
Spirit  unto  the  day  of  full  redemption.  > 

Queft,  5.  IVhere  is  the  darknefs  which  men  are  to  he 
turned  from  ? 

Anjw.  It  is  within,  chiefly  within?  there  is  Satan's 
kingdom  J  there  is  the  houfe,  which  the  "  ftrong  man 
*'  armed"  keepethj  where  his  goods  are  in  peace, 
till  a  "  ftronger"  than  he  cometh  to  trouble  and  dif- 
poflefs  him. 

Queft.  6.  How  or  where  is  the  light  to  be  met  with 
which  man  is  to  be  turned  to? 

Anfw»  It  appears  within  alfoj   it  fhines  in  the  dark-  ' 
nefs :   for  thither  Chrift   (the  ftronger)    comes,  with 
the  light  of  his  Spirit,  to  overcome  and  difpoflefs  the 
ftrong  man  of  his  houfe  and  kingdom. 

Queft.  7.  When  doth  the  light  of  Chrifi's  Spirit  ffjine 
in  the  darknefs  of  man's  heart?  ■  ,, 

Anfw.  When,  and  as  God  pleafeth.  For  the  light 
is  his,  and  he  caufeth  it  to  fhine  (in  the  hearts  of  the 
fons  and  daughters  of  men)  according  to  his  pleafure; 
and  therefore  men  are  to  wait  for  the  fhining  of  his 
pure  heavenly  light  in  thei^r  hearts,  that  with  it  the 
darknefs  may  be  refifted,  Overcome,  and  fubdued  in 
them,  and  fcattered  and  difpelled  from  them,  and 
their  hearts  filled  with  the  light  and  power  of  life. 

Queft.  8.  How  may  a  man  perceive  or  know  the  light 
when  it  fhines  ? 

Anfw,  By  its  fhining:  for  light  (both  outward  and 
inward)  manifcfts  both  itfelf  and  other  things  by  its  own 
ftiining.  And  as  there  is  no  difcerning  the  things  of 
this  world  but  by  the  light  of  the  world  j  fo  there  is  no 
difcerning  the  things  of  the  other  world  but  by  the 
light  of  the  other  world ;  that  is,  there  is  no  difcern- 
ing fpiritual  things,  but  by  the  light  and  Spirit  of  our 

Lord 
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Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  which  God  caufeth  to  fhine  in  the 
heart i  which  light  fearcheth  the  heart,  and  trieth 
the  reins,  and  dilcoverech  the  moft  hidden  things 
there. 

Object.  But  the  heart  is  deceitful  above  all  things, 
and  Satan  can  tfansform  himfelf  into  the  likenejs  of  an 
angel  of  light  •,  jo  that  he  ffoines  inwardly  too  by  his  feigned 
appearances  :  hozv  then  may  J  know  the  floinings  of  the 
true  light  of  Chrifi's  Spirit  in  my  heart,  from  his  falfe 
fcinings  and  transf armings  ? 

Anj'jiK  God  hath  a  witnefs  in  nnens  confciences :  for 
as  God  hath  not  left  himfelf  without  witnefs  outwardly, 
but  all  his  works  teftify  of  him  (his  works  of  good- 
nefs,  love,  mercy,  power,  &c.  teftify  of  his  goodnefs, 
love,  mercy,  power,  &c.) ;  fo  he  hath  not  left  himfelf 
without  witnefs  inwardly  ;  but  there  is  fomewhat  in 
men  to  teftify  of  God,  and  for  God,  and  againft  his 
enemy,  and  all  deceitful  appearances  >  which  witnefs 
always  fpeaketh  faithfully,  and   teftifieth  truth. 

Therefore  he  that  comcLh  to  difcern  that,  and  mind 
that,  fnall  find  that  near  him,  which  will  always  wit- 
nefs for  God  upon  every  occafion,  and  againft  all  the 
appearances  and  devices  of  the  enemy. 

Now  no  man  can  come  to  difcern  or  diftinguifh  in 
cafes  of  this  nature,  but  as  that  which  is  of  God,  and 
for  God,  gives  the  judgment  in  him  ;  and  he  that 
judgeth  thus  fhall  never  judge  according  to  the  (hews 
and  appearances  of  things,  but  fhall  ftill  judge  the 
true  and  righteous  judgment. 

Queft.  9.  What  is  the  nature  and  properties  of  the  light 
of  Chrift' s  Spirit  •,  and  what  will  it  do  in  the  hearts  of 
thofe  that  turn  to  it,  receive  it,  and  walk  in  it  'i 

Anfiv.  It  hath  a  moft  excc^llent  nature  and  proper- 
ties, and  it  v;ill  work  wonderfully  in  the  hearts  of  thofe 
that  receive  it,  and  walk  in  it  towards  the  redeemino: 
and  laving  them  from  fin,  and  the  powers  of  darknefs  ; 
fo  that  following  this  light,  and  abiding  and  walking 
in  it  they  cannot  be  overcome  by  the  enemy  of  their 
fouls  J  but  muft  needs  conquer  and  overcome  him. 
To  inftance  in  fome  : 

Firft, 
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"  Firft,  It  hath  an  enlightening  or  manlfefting  pfd- 
perty.  It  will  difcover  all  that  is  of  God,  and  like- 
wife  all  that  is  againft  him.  It  will  difcover  the  very 
myftery  of  death,  and  the  moft  fubtil  workings  of  the 
enemy  in  the  myftery  of  darknefs,  and  deceivablenefs 
of  unrighteoufnefs.  And  it  will  difcover  the  myftery 
of  life,  and  the  myftery  of  the  way  of  holinefs.  So 
that  not  only  the  precepts  of  holinefs,  but  the  way  of 
the  precepts,  the  way  of  obeying  the  holy  will  and 
Spirit  of  God  in  every  thing,  is  here  learned. 

Secondly,  It  hath  an  awakening  property.  This 
light  will  not  let  a  man  fleep  in  fin,  or  grow  heavy  and 
dull  (if  he  hearken  to  it) ;  but  it  awakens  him  that 
fleeps :  and  whoever  is  truly  awakened  at  any  time,  is 
awakened  by  this  light;  by  the  ftiining  thereof  in  his 
heart  -,  by  the  manifeftation  of  God  to  his  fpirit  by  it. 
This  teftimony  Paul  gives,  Ephef.  v.  13,  14.  "  What- 
*«  foever  doth  make  manifeft  is  light."  Wherefore 
he  faith,  "  Awake,  thou  that  fteepeft,"  &c. 

Thirdly,  It  hath  a  quickening  property.  For  it  is 
the  light  of  life,  the  light  of  Chrift's  Spirit,  which  is 
living  and  powerful  j  and  it  hath  life  and  power  in 
it,  and  quickeneth  and  raifeth  the  man  to  whom  it 
reacheth,  and  giveth  him  ability  to  arife  from  the 
dead. 

Fourthly,  It  hath  a  cleanfing,  a  fandifying,  a  pu- 
rifying property.  Oh  1  how  clean  it  makes  within  ! 
The  light  is  pure,  and  it  maketh  pure.  Ail  the  de- 
filement and  corruption  is  in  the  darknefs  j  none  of  it 
is  in  the  light  j  but  the  light  purgeth  it  away,  where 
it  findeth  entertainment. 

Fifthly,  It  hath  an  uniting  and  feparating  property. 
It  unites  to  God  j  it  unites  to  that  which  is  pure  ;  and 
it  feparates  from  fin,  Satan,  darknefs,  and  whatever 
is  impure. 

Sixthly,  It  hath  a  preferving  nature  and  property. 
It  preferves  the  man  in  whom  it  dwells  j  and  where  it 
hath  power,  and  rules,  it  keeps  out  the  darknefs  j  fo 
that  darknefs  cannot  break  in  where  it  hath  place,  and 
is  kept  to  :  nor  can  the  mind  break  out  from  the  Lord, 

which 
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which  keeps  in  the  {Gnfsy  favour,  and  feafoning  of  the 
light  of  his  Spirit. 

Indeed  time  would  fail  me,  to  fpeak  of  the  excel- 
lent nature,  virtues,  and  properties  thereof-,  but  come, 
tafte,  and  fee  how  fweet  the  light  is,  and  what  a  plea- 
fant  thing  it  is  to  behold  the  fhinings  of  this  Sun. 

Queft.  lO.   Dab  God  vifit  all  men  'with  this  light  ? 

Anfw.  Yes  j  as  God  loveth  all  men,  and  would 
have  all  men  faved,  fo  he  vifiteth  all  men  (more  or 
lefs)  with  tliat  which  is  able  to  difcover  the  darknefs 
to  them,  and  to  fave  them  therefrom.. 

Queft.  II.  What  ts  the  reafon  then  that  all  men  are 
not  faved  by  it  ? 

Anfw.  Becaufe  they  do  not  receive  It,  and  join  to 
it  againft  the  darknefs  ;  but  join  to  the  darknefs,  and 
hearken  to  the  wifJom  and  reafonings  thereof,  againft 
the  appearances  and  difcoveries  of  the  light. 

Queft.  12.   IIo-ju  comes  it  that  men  do  fo  .^ 

Anfoj.  From  tlieir  love  to  the  darknefs,  and  to  the 
deeds  of  darknefs  ;  which  they  know  they  fhould  not 
love,  becaufe  they  have  fomcwhat  near  them,  which 
often  Ihews  them  the  evil,  both  of  the  darknefs  that 
is  in  them,  and  of  the  deeds  that  come  from  it.  So 
that  this  is  the  condemnation,  that  men  love  the 
darknefs,  cleave  to  the  daiknei's,  and  follow  the  dark- 
nefs j  but  hate  the  light,  and  turn  from  the  light, 
which  in  the  love  and  mercy  of  God  follows  thepn,  to 
bring  them  out  of  love  with  the  darknefs,  and  to 
bring  thriii  into  the  fenfe  of,  and  fellowfhip  with  him 
in,  the  light. 

Quefb.  13.   IIouj  corns Jome  to  love  the  light? 

Anfw.  God  affords  a  capacity  therein  to  all,  and 
God  is  love  ;  and  froir.  the  Bowings  of  his  love,  and 
aboundings  of  his  mercy  to  all,  are  men  begotten  to 
him;  and  the  obedient  are  kept  by  him  in  fubjedlion 
to  that,  which  many  relifting  the  ftrivings  of  his  Spirit 
with  them,  are  finally  given  up  to  hardnefs  of  heart, 
who  turn  from  and  hate  the  light.  So  that  to  God 
and  his  grace  is  to  be  attributed  the  falvation  of  all 
that  are  faved  j  and  to  man,  his  own  deflrudion  and 

Vol.  IV.  H  perifliing 
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periflilng  from  the  way  of  life,  notwithftanding  the 
tender  vifitations  of  God,  to  recover  and  reconcile 
man  to  himfelf,  through  the  blood  of  his  Son. 

Queft.  14.  Jgainjt  whom  do  they  rebels  that  rebel  againfi 
the  light  ? 

Anfw.  They  rebel  againfl:  Chrift,  from  whom  the 
lighc  comes  j  and  will  Chrift  fave  fuch  as  rebel  againfl: 
him?  Ohl  that  men  did  aright  confider  this  thing! 
for  it  is  a  greater  matter  to  know,  and  be  fubjccl  to 
the  light  of  Chrifl:'s  Spirit,  as  it  (hines  from  him  in 
the  heart,  than  men  are  aware  of.  Now  that  which 
difcovers  the  hidden  things  of  darknefs  in  the  heart, 
and  reproves  for  it,  is  the  light  of  Chrifl:'s  Spirit,  and 
not  another.  Oh  !  that  all  that  defire  to  know  what 
and  where  the  true  light  is,  did  underfl:and  fo  ! 

Quefl:.  15.  What  do  they  mijs  of^  who  do  not  know  nor 
heed  the  light  of  Chrijl's  Spirit^  nor  mind  the  reproofs 
thereof  in  their  hearts^  but  look  on  it  as  inferior  in  kind 
and  nature  to  what  it  is  ? 

Anjw.  They  mifs  of  many  great  and  precious  privi- 
leges, which  they  that  know  it  and  have  received  it, 
and  fo  walk  in  it,  and  are  fubjedt  to  it,  do  experience 
and  are  acquainted  with. 

Firft,  They  mifs  of  knowing  the  ways  of  it :  for  in 
this  light  there  are  ways  or  paths  of  holinefs,  paths  of 
life,  paths  of  righteoufnefs,  paths  of  peace,  paths  of 
joy,  paths  of  refrefhmcnt  and  confolation,  wherein  all 
thefc  things  are  daily  met  with  by  thofe  that  walk 
there  ;  which  they  that  know  not  the  light  (or  rebel 
againfl:  the  light)  are  not  acquainted  with.  See  Job 
xxiv.  13. 

Secondly,  They  mifs  of  the  lighting  of  their  candle 
by  it :  for  God  lights  his  candle  in  the  heart  by  this 
light,  and  by  no  other  thing ;  fo  that  in  this  his  light, 
they  whofe  candle  is  lighted  by  him,  fee  light. 

David  had  experience  of  this,  and  from  that  expe- 
rience fpake,  ''  Thou  wilt  light  my  candle ;  the  Lord 
"  my  God  will  enlighten  my  darknefs,  Pfal.  xviii.  28. 
And  Job  had  experience  of  this  alfo,  as  thofe  words 
of  his  plainly  fignify,  Job  xxix.  2,  &c.  where  he  faith, 

«  Ohl 
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'^  Oh  !  that  I  were  as  in  the  days  pafl:,  when  his  can- 
"  die  ihined  upon  my  head,  and  by  his  light  I  walked 
"  through  darknefs."  And  all  the  children  of  God, 
who  in  this  day  wait  for  the  fhinings  of  the  light  of 
his  Spirit  in  their  hearts,  and  are  fubjeft  to  iiim  there- 
in, they  experience  the  fame,  and  know  the  Word  of 
life  (which  is  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart)  to  be  a 
"  lantern  to  the  feet,  and  a  light  to  the  paths,"  of 
the  lowefl  and  meaneft  here. 

Thirdly,  They  mifs  of  the  fending  forth,  or  reve- 
lation of  that  from  God,  which  leads  to  his  holy  hill 
and  to  his  tabernacles,  which  David  experienced  and 
defired  more  of,  Pfal.  xliii.  3.  For  "  who  fhall  dwell 
*'  in  God's  holy  hill,  or  abide  in  his  tabernacle  ? 
Pfal.  XV.  I.  "  He  that  walketh  uprightly,  and  work- 
"  eth  righteoufnefs,  and  fpeaketh  the  truth  in  his 
"  heart,  &c.  he  fhall  never  be  moved,"  ver.  2.  to  the 
end,  and  Ifai.  xxxiii.  15,  &c.  But  how  fhall  any  come 
thither  ?  Surely  by  God's  light  and  truth  fent  forth 
from  his  Spirit  into  their  fpirits.  This  is  the  way  of 
afcending  thither  in  all  ages  and  generations. 

Fourthly,  They  flight  that  meafure  of  light  given 
them,  and  defpife  the  day  of  fmall  things,  and  there- 
fore mifs  of  the  pouring  forth  of  God's  Spirit  upoa 
them,  which  is  plentifully  poured  forth  upon  the  Ions 
and  daughters  of  the  fpiritual  and  heavenly  Jerufalem, 
in  this  day  of  God's  vifiting  the  earth  again  after  the 
apoftafy ;  blelTed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord  !  And  how 
comes  it  to  be  poured  forth  upon  them  ?  How  comes 
wifdom  to  pour  out  her  fpirit  unto  them  ?  Why,  they 
hearken  to  her  reproofs,  turning  thereat,  and  forfaking 
that  which  they  ace  reproved  for,  and  fo  com.e  into 
wifdom's  fear  ;  and  then  wifdom  opens  her  fecrets, 
and  pours  out  her  fpirit,  and  makes  known  her  words 
to  thofe  that  are  fubject  to  her  reproofs,  and  learn  her 
fear,  which  is  the  fear  of  the  New  Covenant.  See 
Prov.  i.  23.  He  that  receivcth  the  convincer  of  fin, 
and  followeth  his  leadings,  out  of  the  fins  he  is  con- 
vinced of  (and  into  the  paths  of  righteoufnefs  and 
holinefs,  into  which  he  is  the  leader)  cannot  mifs  of 
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the  Comforter,  or  of  his  comforts  •,  for  he  is  one  and 
the  fame  with  the  convincer  or  reprover, 

XVI. 

I'be  Way  to  know  one's  Election ^  and  to  he  fully  ajjured  of 
it ;  as  alfo  concerning  Election  itjelf, 

DAVID  faith,  '«  The  Lord  hath  fet  apart  him 
"  that  is  godly  for  himfelf,"  Pfal.  iv.  This  is 
God's  choice.  God  is  the  great  potter,  who  formeth 
vefTels  upon  the  wheel  of  his  power  ;  fome  to  honour, 
fome  to  difhonour  j  but  not  before  they  were.  Some 
he  melteth  and  tendereth  for  falvation,  who  hearken 
to  his  voice ;  others  he  hardeneth  and  giveth  up  for 
deflrudlion,  who  rebel  againft  his  Spirit.  Oh  1  how 
fhould  all  fear  before  him,  who  hath  power  over  them, 
as  the  potter  over  the  clay,  that  they  Ihould  reverence 
and  obey  him,  left  his  power  break  them  to  pieces  ! 

Now  this  is  moft  certain  :  the  holy  man,  the  righteous 
man,  the  godly  man,  he  that  is  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of 
his  mind  J  this  is  a  veflel  of  honour,  fitted  and  chofen 
by  God  unto  honour :  but  he  that  is  corrupt,  dead,  fil- 
thy, polluted,  &c.  this  is  the  veflel  which  God  reje6ts. 
For  the  righteous  God  loveth  righteoufnefs  for  ever, 
and  the  holy  God  loveth  holinefs  for  everj  and  he 
that  is  holy  and  righteous,  is  of  him,  and  chofen  by 
him :  but  all  that  is  unholy  and  unrighteous,  is  of 
another  nature  and  fpirit,  and  fo  rejedled  and  caft  out 
by  his  pure  nature  and  Spirit. 

Therefore  every  one  that  would  be  accepted  of  the 
Lord,  and  witnefs  his  choice,  is  to  mind  that,  and  be 
fubjeft  to  that,  whereby  God  fitteth  veflels  for  him- 
felf j  which  is  the  Holy  Spirit,  nature,  and  life  of  his 
Son,  wherein  every  man  is  accepted  (as  he  is  called 
thither,  gathered  thither,  and  found  there)  and  none 
rejeded  :  but  out  of  this  every  man  is  rejeded,  but 
none  accepted  j  "  for  God  is  no  refpeder  of  perfons," 
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He  carried  himfelf  equally  to  every  Jew  under  the 
old  covenant ;  and  he  carrieth  himfelf  equally  towards 
all  who  obey  the  call  of  his  Spirit  into  the  new  and 
living  covenant ;  fo  that  the  truth  ftandeth  for  ever, 
that  in  every  nation,  tongue  and  people,  he  that  feareth 
God,  and  worketh  righteoufnefs,  is  accepted  of  him, 
and  none  elfe.  And  this  is  the  great  mercy  and  tender 
love  of  God  to  all  men,  that  which  bringeth  into  his 
fear,  and  teacheth  and  enableth  to  work  righteoufnefs, 
is  accepted  of  him,  and  none  elfe.  And  this  is  the 
great  mercy  and  tender  love  of  God  to  all  men,  that 
which  bringeth  into  his  fear,  and  teacheth  and  enableth 
to  work  righteoufnefs,  is  near  every  man,  which  is 
the  word  of  faith,  the  word  of  life,  the  word  of  power, 
the  word  of  reconciliation  ;  fo  that  no  man  need  go  far 
to  feek  out  faJvation  :  for  Chrift,  the  Saviour  and  fal- 
vation  of  God,  is  nigh  to  every  man,  in  the  light  of 
that  holy  fpirit  of  truth  wherewith  God  vifiteth  man- 
kind, and  wherein  he  fpeaketh  peace  and  reconciliation, 
both  to  them  that  are  high,  and  to  them  that  are  afar 
off,  as  they  hear  the  voice  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  and  learn  fubjeclion  to  it. 

"  Give  all  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  elec- 
"  tion  fure,"  fiid  the  apoftle  Peter,  2  Pet.  i.  10. 
How  fhall  we  do  tliat,  may  fome  fay  ?  "  Why,  give 
*'  all  diligence  to  add  to  your  faith  virtue,  and  to 
**  virtue  knowledge,  and  to  knowledge  temperance, 
**  and  to  temperance  patience,  and  to  patience  godli- 
"  nefs,  and  to  godlinefs  brotherly  kindnefs,  and  to 
"  brotherly  kindnefs  love  :  for  if  thefe  things  be  in 
"  you  and  abound,  ye  cannot  be  barren  in  the  know- 
**  ledge  of  Chrift,  but  muft  needs  be  fruitful."  Well, 
but  what  then  ?  What  if  they  be  fruitful  ?  Why,  if 
they  be  fruitful,  then  (to  be  fure)  they  are  chofen 
branches  ;  for  God  calls  off  none  but  that  which  is 
dry,  barren,  dead,  and  unfruitful.  Feel  life,  which  is 
aftive  and  bears  fruit,  thou  feeleft  the  choice  of  God, 
thou  anfwereft  the  end  of  thy  call,  &"c.  and  herein 
as  thou  comeft  to  fettlement  and  eftablifhment,  thou 
wilt  find  thy  calling  and  eleftion  made  fure  to  thee, 
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and  an  entrance  miniftered  to  thee  abundantly  into 
the  everlafting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jefus  Chrift.  For  Chrift  hath  the  l<ey  of  the  kingdom, 
and  Ihutteth  out  no  fuch  as  thefe,  but  giveth  them 
further  admittance  day  by  day.  And  fo  by  this  means 
thou  wilt  witnefs  tranflation  further  and  further,  out 
of  the  kingdom  of  darknefs  into  the  kingdom  of  God's 
dear  Son,  and  an  inheritance  and  pofTeflion  of  life  and 
glory  in  meafure  j  which  will  be  an  earneft  to  thee  of 
the  full  inheritance  in  due  time,  and  a  feal  upon  thy 
heart  unto  the  day  of  full  redemption  :  yea,  thou 
mayeft  then  alfo  come  to  fee  how  thou  waft  loved  and 
chofen  in  Chrift  before  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
through  obedience  unto,  and  fandlification  of  the  Spi- 
rit, manifefted  in  time,  2  Theff.  ii.  13.  (For  known 
unto  God  are  all  his  works  from  the  beginning,  before 
ever  any  of  them  were  wrought).  If  thou  feel  that 
which  cometh  forth  from  the  Lord  to  call  and  gather 
to  him,  and  to  renew  and  fan6tify,  and  make  fit  for 
hinri,  and  to  make  thee  fruitful  (from  the  holy  root 
and  power  of  life)  in  that  which  is  good  ;  this  is 
enough  for  thee,  and  thy  foul  is  fafc  and  blefled  here  : 
for  here  thou  knoweft  that,  and  art  in  that  blefTed  feed 
of  promife,  into  which  all  that  are  gathered  and  abide, 
arc  blefled  in  and  with  it. 

Now  as  concerning  eledion  itfelf,  obferve  this } 
that  it  is  in  Chrift,  and  not  out  of  him.  For  it  was 
the  intent  of  God  to  honour  his  Son,  even  as  his  Son 
honoured  him :  and  this  was  the  honour  which  God 
gave  him,  "  That  he  ftiould  be  his  falvation  to  the 
ends  of  the  earth ;  that  whofoever  believed  on  him, 
**  ftiould  not  peri^,  but  have  everlafting  life."  That 
he  ftiould  be  the  way  for  all  mankind  to  come  to  the 
Father,  through  faith  in  him  ;  ^'  that  as  in  Adam  all 
"  died,  fo  in  Chrift  all  might  be  made  alive ;"  and 
as  in  Adam  all  men  were  ftiut  up  in  death  and  con- 
demnation, fo  the  free  gift  might  come  upon  all,  and 
the  way  of  life  and  redemption  be  opened  to  all,  in 
him. 
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Mind  the  figure,  the  brazen  ferpent,  which  was 
not  lifted  up,  that  a  certain  number  might  be  healed, 
and  no  more  i  but  that  every  one  that  was  wounded, 
every  one  that  was  ftung  with  ferpents,  might  look 
up  and  be  healed. 

So  was  Chriit  lifted  up,  that  every  finner  that  was 
ftung  with  fin  and  the  ferpent,  might  look  up  to  the 
phyfician  of  fouls,  and  receive  virtue  and  healing 
from  him,  according  to  that  precious  fcripture,  "  Look 
*'  unto  me,  and  be  ye  faved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth. 
"  And  whoever  is  athirrt,  let  him  come  j  and  whoever 
*'  will,  let  him  come  and  drink  of  the  water  of  life 
"  freely."  Yea,  God  ftands  ready,  by  his  Holy  Spirit 
and  quickening  power,  which  is  near  men,  to  kindle 
the  true  thiril  in  them,  and  to  make  them  truly  willing. 
To  open  it  yet  further  -, 

There  is  predeftination,  eleflion,  calling,  juftifying, 
glorifying  :  predertination  unto  holinefs,  eleftion  in 
that  which  is  holy,  calling  out  of  darknefs  into  light, 
juftifying  and  glorifying  in  the  light,  through  the  re- 
newing and  fandlification  of  the  Spirit.  All  thefe  God 
ordcreth  and  manageth  according  to  his  good  will, 
and  according  as  he  hath  purpofed  in  himfelf;  although 
he  be  not  the  decreer,  nor  author  of  fm  or  rebellion 
againft  himfelf,  which  is  the  caufe  of  the  creature's 
condemnation. 

Thus  all  things  are  as  prefent  with  God  before  they 
were  :  for  God  did  foreknow  Adam's  fall  (though  he 
was  not  therefore  the  author  of  it)  before  it  came  to 
pafs  J  and  he  foreknew  how  his  power,  and  love,  and 
mercy,  fliould  work  towards  men  and  for  men,  in  and 
through  Chrift  ;  and  how  far  he  would  vifit  men 
therewith,  and  how  far  men  would  refift  and  ftrive 
againft  his  holy  and  good  Spirit ;  and  he  determined 
how  long  his  Spirit  fliould  ftrive  with  nations  and 
perfons  :  for  with  iome  he  would  long  wait  to  be  gra- 
cious J  with  others  he  would  be  quicker  and  more 
fevere,  according  to  their  provocations. 

Now  his  love,  his  mercy,  his  power,  his  good  Spi- 
rit, are  his  own  i  and  he  may  Ihew  forth  the  opera- 
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tions  of  them  towards  men  according  to  his  pleafure  * 
and  who  may  fay  unto  him.  What  doft  thou  ?  May  he 
not  do  with  his  own  what  he  pleafeth  (who  is  "  good 
*'  and  righteous  in  all  his  ways)  ?"  and  becaufe  he 
may  Ihew  mercy  as  long  as  he  will,  and  harden  as  foon 
as  he  will  (as  he  fees  caufe),  may  it  not  be  truly 
faid,  "  That  he  hath  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have 
<*  mercy;  and  whom  he  will  he  hardeneth  ?"  But  that 
he  hardeneth  any,  without  6rft  giving  them  a  day  of 
mercy,  and  vifitations  of  mercy,  following  them  with 
mercy,  and  forbearing  them  in  mercy,  and  fo  by  the 
riches  of  his  goodnefs,  forbearance,  and  long-fuffer- 
ing,  leading  them  to  repentance,  that  they  might 
efcape  his  wrath,  and  the  dread  of  his  powerful  ven- 
geance, becaufe  of  fin:  I  fay,  that  God  hardens  any 
before  he  hath  dealt  thus  with  them,  from  a  meer 
will  in  himfelf,  becaufe  he  would  deftroy  the  mod 
and  far  greateft  part  of  men  j  this  the  fcriptures  no- 
where tellify  to,  but  abundantly  teftify  againft.  For 
how  long  did  God  ftrive  with  the  old  world,  even  to 
have  faved  them,  whom  afterwards  he  did  deftroy  ?  And 
how  did  he  ftrive  with  that  people  of  the  Jews  (yea, 
and  with  other  nations  alfo,  though  they  might  ieem 
caft  off)  ?  "  As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord"  (and  he  fpeak- 
eth  his  heart),  "  I  defire  not  the  death  of  the  wicked, 
'^  but  rather  that  they  might  return  and  live.  I  am 
''  not  the  deftroyer,  I  am  the  Saviour  j  and  my  delight 
*'  is  not  to  deftroy,  but  to  fave.  O  Ifrael  !  thy  de- 
**  ftru(5tion  is  of  thyfelf;  but  in  me  is  thy  help." 
And  no  man's  blood  will  lie  at  God's  door,  but  at  his 
own. 

Therefore  as  God  hath  prepared  a  Saviour,  fo  there 
is  no  want  of  love,  or  mercy,  or  power  on  his  part, 
to  draw  men  to  their  Saviour  j  but  this  is  the  con- 
demnation, that  men  harden  themfelves  againft  the 
drawings  of  his  Spirit,  and  againft  the  operation  of 
his  holy  light  and  power,  when  it  appeareth,  and  is 
willing  to  work  in  and  upon  their  hearts.  This  is  not 
the  condemnation  of  men,  that  light  doth  not  ftiine 
in  their  hearts  s  but  that  th^y  love  the  darknefs  more 
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than  the  light,  which  appears  and  fhines  in  them,  and 
is  there  witnefling  againft  and  drawing  from  the  dark- 
nefs.  And  fo  when  it  fliall  at  lad  be  made  manifeft, 
how  light  hath  appeared  to  all  men,  and  God's  Spirit 
therein,  and  thereby  llriven  with  all  men,  and  how 
they  have  refufed,  and  would  not  be  turned  from 
their  darknefs  to  the  light  of  the  Lord  ;  every  mouth 
will  be  flopped  before  him,  and  all  men  that  pcrifh, 
juflly  condemned  for  refufmg  and  neglecting  fo  great 
falvation  :  for  the  light  of  the  fun  of  God's  everlafling 
day,  and  the  found  of  his  Spirit  of  life,  vifiting  dark 
man,  reacheth  throughout  all  the  earth,  and  his  voice 
and  words  to  the  ends  of  the  world. 


XVII. 

Sov2e  Ohfervaticns  concerning  the  Prujihocd  of  Christ, 
from  feveral  Pajfages  in  the  Epftk  to  the  Hebrews, 

Ohf,  I,  TTri^O  ^s  ^^^  apoftle  and  high  prieft  of 
y  Y  our  profefTion  r  It  is  Jefus  Chrift,  the 
Son  of  God,  whom  God  hath  appointed  heir  of  all 
things,  by  whom  he  made  the  v/orlds  ;  and  who  is 
the  expreis  image  of  his  Father's  fubflance,  &c.  Heb, 
i.  and  chap.  iii.  i. 

Obf.  2.  Why  this  high  prieft  was  to  fuffer  death  ? 
which  was,  that  he  might  tafte  death  for  every  man, 
and  {o  through  fuffering  become  a  perfect  Saviour,  or 
perfed  Captain  of  lalv.ition,  to  all  the  fons  that  were 
to  be  brought  by  him  to  glory,  chap.  ii.  9,    10. 

Ohf.  3.  Why  he  partook  of  flefh  and  blood  ?  one 
reafon  whereof  was,  bccaufc  the  children  (and  that 
therein  he  might  fliew  them  an  example  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  that  he  might  condemn  himfelf  in  the  fielTi), 
were  partakers  of  flefh  and  blood  ;  for  that  was  the 
very  ground  or  reafon  that  he  took  part  of  the  fame  : 
another  reafon  was  that  which  was  mentioned  before-, 
^hat  he  might  tafte  deaths  and  through  death  deftroy 
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him  who  had  the  power  of  death,  and  fo  break  open 
the  prifon-doors,  and  deliver  thofe  who  were  captives 
under  him,  chap.  ii.  14,  15. 

Obf.  4.  Why  he  was  tempted  ;  and  why  in  all  things 
it  behoved  him  to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren  ? 
which  was,  "  that  he  might  be  a  merciful  and  faithful 
<«  high  pried  in  things  pertaining  to  God,  to  make 
"  reconciliation  for  the  fins  of  the  people."  For  his 
own  lufFering  under  temptations  (even  the  fenfe  there- 
of) renders  him  merciful,  tender,  faithful,  and  ready 
to  help  and  fuccour  his  in  all  their  temptations,  chap. 
ii.  17,   18. 

Mark ;  Chrift  was  not  only  to  die,  and  fo  offer  up 
a  facrifice  of  atonement,  but  he  was  alfo  to  make 
reconciliation  by  it  ever  afterwards  for  his  children  (in 
cafe  of  tranfgreflion)  whenever  occafion  ihould  be. 
So  faith  John,  "  If  any  man  fin,  we  have  an  advocate 
<'  with  the  Father"  (to  plead  for  the  forgiving  and 
blotting  out  of  the  fin)  ;  *^  and  he  is  the  propitiation 
«'  (or  reconciliation)  for  our  fins ;"  as  the  old  tran- 
flation  renders  it,   i  John  ii.  i,  2. 

OhJ.  5.  Chrift,  our  apoftle  and  high  prieft,  is  as 
faithful  over  all  his  houfe,  as  Mofes  was  over  his. 
There  is  not  one  of  the  children,  not  one  of  his  family, 
but  he  will  teach  :  not  one  foul  belonging  to  him, 
bat  he  will  fuccour,  being  tempted  ;  nor  any  one,  but 
he  will  be  an  advocate  and  reconciliation  for  (in  cafe 
of  fin),  in  and  according  to  the  way  that  God  hath 
appointed,  Heb.  iii.  2. 

Obf.  6.  Who  are  Chrift's  houfe,  over  whom  is  he 
an  apoftle  and  high  prieft  ?  It  is  over  his  own  houfe  j 
whofe  houfe  are  all  fuch  as  are  called  by  him,  if  they 
receive  and  hold  faft  that  which  gives  a  right  to  him, 
gnd  intereft  in  him,  chap.  iii.  6.  and  ver.  14.  For  as 
under  the  law,  the  high  prieft  was  prieft  only  over  the 
outward  Ifrael,  the  Jews  natural  j  fo  under  the  gofpel, 
Chrift  is  appointed  of  God  high  prieft  over  the  inward 
Jews,  the  Jews  fpiritual. 

Obf.  7.  How  this  apoftle  or  high  prieft  of  our  pro^ 
fefTioa  doth  work  in  the  hearts  of  his  family  or  houfe- 

hold? 
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hold  ?  which  is  by  the  Word  of  Life,  by  the  Word 
of  his  own  eternal  power,  which  pierceth  deep,  and 
dividetii  between  foul  and  fpirit,  joints  and  marrow, 
difcerning  and  judging  every  thought  and  intent,  and 
bringing  every  high  reafoning  and  imagination  into 
captivitv,  that  the  heart,  foul,  mind  and  fpirir,  with 
all  the  thoughts  and  intents  thereof,  may  become  fub- 
jedl  to  his  fpirit  and  power,  chap.  iv.  12. 

QhJ^  8.  What  an  advantage  we  have,  by  having 
fuch  an  high  prielt  (as  was  tempted  like  us,  and 
touched  with  the  fenfe  of  our  infirmities)  of  coming 
boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain 
mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need  !  For 
he  who  experimentally  knew  what  the  weaknefs  of  our 
flefh  is,  and  what  it  was  to  be  tempted  therein,  and 
how  needful  and  feafonable  help  from  his  Father  then 
was  ;  furely  he  cannot  but  be  ready  to  give  out,  and 
multiply  grace  and  mercy  to  his  in  the  time  of  their 
need,  chap.  iv.  15,   16, 

ObJ.  9.  How  Chrift  came  to  be  an  high  pried  ? 
which  was  not  by  his  own  taking  the  honour  to  him- 
felf,  but  by  God's  glorifying  him  with  the  call  thereto, 
chap.  V.  4,  5. 

OhJ.  10.  How  God  fitted  Chrift,  and  made  him  a 
perfect  high  prieft  ?  which  was  by  preparing  for  him 
a  body  of  flefh,  and  exercifing  him  in  the  days  of  his 
flefh  with  many  trials  and  temptations ,  and  at  laft 
with  a  bitter  baptifm,  and  cup  of  death,  in  which  he 
felt  and  bare  the  griefs  and  forrovvs  of  his  people,  and 
cried  mightily  to  his  Father,  and  was  heard  in  that 
he  feared  :  and  fo  having  himfelf  perfecftlv  learned 
obedience  to  his  Father,  he  knows  how  to  become 
the  author  of  eternal  falvation  to  all  tha:  obey  him. 
For  Chrift,  who  was  heard  and  fived  from  death  in 
his  obedience  to  his  Father,  is  appointed  to  be  the 
leader  and  Saviour  of  his  people,  to  fave  and  redeem 
them  in  their  obedience  unto  him,  the  leader  into, 
and  in  the  way  and  paths  of  life,  chap.  v.  7,  8,  9. 

OhJ.  II.  Where  Chrift  mediates  for  his  people? 
which  is  within  the  veil,    in  the  heavenly  place,  in 
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the  holieft  of  all,  where  the  anchor  of  our  hope  reach- 
eth  to  him  and  falleneth  upon  him,  and  there  remains 
fure  and'ftedfaft  j  lb  that  we  are  flayed  upon  him,  the 
rock  of  life  and  power,  againft  all  the  ftorms  and 
tempefts  of  the  powers  of  darknefs,  both  inward  and 
outward,  chap.  vi.  19,  20. 

Obf.  12.  After  what  order  Chrift  was  made  an  high 
prieftj  which  was  after  the  order  of  Melchizedeck, 
who  was  king  of  righteoufnefs,  and  king  of  peace, 
even  after  an  holy  and  heavenly  order :  not  after  the 
order  of  the  earthly  prieflhood,  the  high  priefts  where- 
of were  taken  from  amongft  men,  but  after  his  order 
who  was  made  mention  of;  without  father,  without 
mother,  without  defcent  (for  who  can  declare  his  ge- 
neration ?)  without  beginning  of  days  or  end  of  life, 
chap.vii.  i,  2,  3.  and  15. 

Obf.  13.  That  this  prieft  put  an  end  to  and  changed 
the  laws  of  the  other  earthly,  fhadowy  priefthood  of 
Levi,  by  which  perfedlion  was  not,  that  he  might 
bring  in  that  priefthood  of  his  own,  by  which  per- 
fedtion  was  to  be,  chap.  vii.  11,  &c. 

Obf.  14.  How  Chrift  was  made  prieft  after  a  different 
manner  from  the  priefts  of  the  law  :  for  they  were 
made  priefts  after  the  law  of  a  carnal  commandment; 
but  Chrift  was  not  prieft  fo,  but  after  the  power  of  an 
endlefs  life,  chap.  vii.  16. 

Obf.  15.  That  the  work  of  Chrift's  priefthood  con- 
tinueth  until  it  be  finiflied;  that  is,  till  this  high  prieft 
hath  faved  all  whom  he  is  to  fave,  which  is  thus  :  as 
in  all  ages  the  Father  draweth  fouls  to  him,  fo  he  is 
to  fave  them  j  to  deftroy  their  enemies,  to  blot  out 
their  fins,  to  break  down  what  ftands  between  God 
and  them,  and  fo  to  bring  them  into  the  true  onenefs  ; 
for  God  will  never  be  reconciled  to  his  enemy  the 
devil,  nor  to  man  while  in  union  with  him,  chap.  vii. 
24,  25. 

Obf.  16.  That  this  high  prieft  needeth  not  to  offer 
many  facrifices  to  atone  by,  as  the  priefts  under  the 
law  needed  to  do  often  :  for  he  was  a  perfe6t  prieft, 
?ind  offered  up  one  perfect,  fpotlefs  facrifice ;  and  is  a 

propitiation 
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propitiation  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world,  chap, 
vii.  27,  28. 

Ol?f.  17.  What  fanftiiary  is  Chrift  the  high  prieft 
and  minifter  of?  which  is,  of  that  fandtuary  and  true 
tabernacle  which  the  Lord  pitcheth,  and  not  man, 
chap.  viii.  2. 

O^/.  1 8.  What  hath  he  to  offer?  for  every  high 
prieft  was  ordained  to  offer  both  gifts  and  facrifices. 
He  hath  the  heavenly  gifts  and  facrifices  to  offer  ;  even 
all  the  gifts  and  fpiritual  facrifices  that  are  revived 
and  brought  forth  by  him  in  the  holy  place,  even  in 
his  temple  or  fpiritual  houfe  within  the  veil ;  he  is  to 
offer  them  all  up  to  his  Father,  ver.  3,  &c, 

0/y.  19.  What  covenant  is  he  mediator  of?  even 
a  better  covenant  than  the  priefts  under  the  law  were 
mediators  of,  which  is  eftablifned  upon  better  pro- 
mifes  :  a  covenant,  wherein  there  is  no  defedivenefs 
or  imperfeftion,  wherein  all  fhall  certainly  be  redeem- 
ed and  faved  by  him,  who  come  to  him  in  the  draw- 
ing of  the  Father,  and  abide  with  him.  For  in  fuch 
God  will  put  his  laws  into  their  minds,  and  write  them 
in  their  hearts  3  and  "  will  be  their  God,  and  they 
*^  fhall  be  his  people  ;"  and  will  fo  teach  them,  that 
they  fhall  need  no  other  teacher  ;  but  fliall  all  know 
him  from  the  leaft  to  the  greateft.  For  as  men  come 
into  this  covenant,  God  will  be  merciful  to  their 
unrighteoufnefs,  and  their  fins  and  their  iniquities 
will  he  remember  no  more,  ver.  6.  to  the  end. 

O^f.  20.  That  Chrift  is  not  an  high  prieft  of  the 
figures  of  things,  but  of  the  good  things  themfelves 
(which  came  in  the  time  of  reformation)  even  of  the 
perfedt  covenant,  the  perfeel  tabernacle,  and  of  the 
worfhip  and  fervice  in  Spirit  and  in  truth  ;  where  the 
perfed  refiner  (by  his  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning) 
purifieth  the  fons  of  Levi,  that  they  may  offer  to  God 
an  offering  in  righteoufnefs,  chap.  ix.  9,  10,  11.  and 
Mai.  iii.  3. 

So  that  there  is  a  different  ftate  witneffed  by  the 
people  of  God  in  this  covenant,  from  what  was  wit- 
neffed by  the  Jews  in  the  other  covenant  :  for  what 

was 
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was  amifs  there,  is  reformed  here  by  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  our  God,  in  all  thofe  that  abide  and  walk  in 
this  covenant ;  who  live  in  the  Spirit,  and  walk  in 
the  Spirit,  and  do  not  fulfill  the  lufts  of  the  flcfh, 
which  grieve  and  provoke  God's  Holy  Spirit. 

ObJ.  21.  How  Chriil  came  to  obtain  eternal  re- 
demption for  all  his  ?  which  was  by  his  blood.  For 
as  the  high  prieft  under  the  law  entered  into  the  holy 
place  of  that  tabernacle  made  with  hands,  by  the  blood 
of  goats  and  calves,  and  fo  obtained  remiflion  for  the 
fms  of  that  outward  people  the  Jews  j  fo  Chrift  entered 
into  the  truly  holy  place,  into  the  greater  and  more 
perfect  tabernacle,  and  there  by  his  blood  obtained 
remiflion  for  all  that  Ihould  receive  repentance  from 
him,  and  believe  in  him,  ver.  ii,   12. 

Ohf.  22.  How  Chrift  purifieth,  purgeth,  and  fanfti- 
fieth  the  people  with  his  blood  ?  which  is,  by  fprink- 
ling  it  upon  them.  For  under  the  law,  in  that  out- 
ward covenant,  the  unclean  were  fprinkled  with  the 
blood  of  the  facrifice,  that  they  might  be  fanftified 
to  the  purifying  of  the  flelh  j  and  under  the  gofpel, 
in  this  inward  covenant,  believers  are  fprinkled  with 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  that  their  confciences  might 
be  purged  from  dead  works  to  ferve  the  living  God, 
as  his  cleanfed,  holy,  renewed  people,  ver.  13,  14. 

OhJ.  23.  For  what  caufe  Chrift  was  mediator  of  the 
New  Teftament  ?  which  was,  that  by  means  of  death 
for  the  redemption  of  the  tranfgreflbrs  under  the  firft 
Teftament,  they  which  are  called  might  receive  the 
promifeof  eternal  inheritance,  ver.  15.  For  God  hath 
made  Chrift  a  propitiation  for  all  men,  both  Jews  and 
Gentiles,  that  through  faith  in  his  blood,  his  righte- 
oufnefs  might  be  declared  for  remiflion  of  fins  that 
are  paft,  through  the  forbearance  of  God,  that  he 
might  be  juft,  and  a  juftifier  of  him  who  is  of  the 
faith  of  Jefus,  Rom.  iii.  15,  16.  So  that  they  that 
were  under  the  firft  covenant,  hearkening  unto  him, 
and  believing  in  him,  were  juftified  from  all  things, 
from  which  they  could  not  be  juftified  by  the  law  of 
Mofes,  A6ts  xiii.  30, 
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Obf.  24.  The  necefllty  of  Chrift's  death,  which  was, 
becaufe  he  was  to  make  way  by  his  own  blood  into  the 
holieft,  to  appear  before  God  for  us  j  and  to  fprinkle 
the  heavenly  things  with  the  blood  of  a  facrifice,  of 
an  higher  and  better  nature  than  the  blood  of  bulls 
and  goats  was  j  for  that  was  the  blood  of  the  cove- 
nant, which  was  to  pafs  away,  but  he  was  to  fprinkle 
his  with  the  blood  of  the  everlafting  covenant ;  and 
by  this  his  death  and  blood  (fprinkled  upon  the  hearts 
of  his)  his  covenant  comes  to  be  of  force,  ver,  i6. 
to  25.  and  chap.  xiii.  20,  21. 

Obf.  25.  That  this  high  prieft  need  not  often  offer 
facrifices  to  put  away  fin,  as  the  priefts  of  the  law  did  ; 
becaufe  this  one  offering  is  fufficient,  and  the  blood 
thereof  fprinkled  upon  the  confcience,  is  able  to  purge 
away  dead  works,  wherever  it  is  fprinkled.  There 
needeth  not  any  other  offering,  nor  any  other  blood 
to  do  it ;  but  all  that  is  now  further  needed,  or  to  be 
expelled  by  his^  is  his  appearing  the y?coW  time,  with- 
out fin,  unto  falvation,  in  the  pure  virtue,  power,  and 
life  of  his  own  Spirit,  ver.  25.  to  the  end. 

Obf.  26.  What  it  was,  that  was  the  thing  of  great 
value  with  the  Father_,  in  Chrift  giving  up  himfelf  to 
death  ?  It  was  his  obedience.  He  did  obey  his  Father 
in  all  things,  not  doing  his  own  will,  but  the  will  of 
him  that  fent  him.  *'  He  was  obedient  to  death,  even 
the  death  of  the  crofs  :"  and  fo,  as  by  one  man's  dif- 
obedience,  death  came  upon  all ;  fo  by  the  obedience 
of  one.,  the  free  gift  came  upon  all,  which  (w-c  gift  is 
unto  life  ;  for  life  comes  upon  all  that  come  to  him, 
and  believe  in  him,  through  the  free  gift,  which  ia 
freely  tendered  to,  and  come  upon  all,  Rom.  v.  18,  19. 

Obf.  27.  That  God  took  away  fiicrifices,  and  burnt- 
offerings,  which  were  appointed  by  the  old  covenant, 
that  he  might  eftabliih  this  obedience  among  all  his 
children.  Chrilt  led  the  way,  and  all  are  to  follow 
him  in  the  new  obedience,  and  to  walk  in  newnefs  of 
Spirit  before  the  Lord,  ver.  9. 

Obf.  28.  That  we  are  fanftified  by  the  fame  will,  by 
which  Chrilt  was  fandified,  or  fandtifieth  himfelf.     In 
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fubjeflion  to  the  fame  will,  which  the  head  obeyed 
(even  in  denying  themfelves,  taking  up  the  crofs  to 
their  own  wills,  and  fubmitting  to  God's)  are  the 
members  fanftified.  The  Spirit  of  God  works  them 
into  holinefs  by  this  will  of  God,  and  through  the 
offering  of  the  body  of  Jefus  Chrift  once,  ver.  lo. 
John  xvii.  19. 

So  mark  :  there  is  the  will  of  God,  the  offering  up 
the  body  of  Jefus,  the  pouring  out  the  Spirit  of  grace, 
the  new  covenant,  and  faith  in  Chrift,  &c.  All  thefe 
tend  to  work  out  one  and  the  fame  thing,  and  they 
all  concur  thereto,  in  their  feveral  orders  and  places. 

Obf.  29.  That  as  this  high  prieft  fanctifies  men,  fo 
he  perfeds  them  j  and  when  they  are  fully  fanftified, 
then  they  are  for  ever  perfected  j  but  till  then,  Chrift, 
the  high  prieft  of  our  profeflion,  hath  fomewhat  to 
do  upon  them  towards  the  perfedting  of  them,  that 
he  may  prefent  them  fpotlefs,  and  blamelefs  to  his 
Father,  ver.  14,  15. 

Obf,  30.  How  the  apoftle  proves,  "  That  by  this 
**  one  offering,  Chrift  hath  for  ever  perfected  them 
*«  that  are  fandified."  He  proves  it  thus :  by  this 
offering  the  covenant  is  eftabliflied,  wherein  is  the 
putting  and  writing  God's  law  in  the  heart  and  mind, 
the  remiffion  of  fins. 

So,  come  into  this  covenant,  come  under  this  high 
prieft ;  there  is  no  more  remembering  of  fin  there, 
but  perfeft  forgivenefs  through  this  one  offering,  and 
fo  no  more  need  of  any  more  facrificing  or  offering  for 
fins  to  fuch,  ver.  15 — 19.  For  "  he  lliall  fprinkle 
"  many  nations  with  the  blood  of  this  one  offering,'* 
Ifa.  lii.  15. 

Obf.  31.  The  great  privilege  of  thofe,  who  do  in- 
deed believe  in  Chrift,  and  are  fprinkled  with  the 
blood,  and  how  they  are  to  improve  and  make  ufe  of 
that  privilege. 

Firft,  They  have  liberty,  confidence,  or  boldnefs, 
to  enter  into  the  holieft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  ver.  19. 
What  is  more  holy  than  God's  Spirit  ?  Is  not  that  the 
moft  holy  place  ?  Why,  there  they  are  to  worlhip ;  for 

they 


BROUGHT    TO    LiGHT,    &C.  I29 

they  that  worfliip  the  Father  in  the  new  covenant,  or 
according  to  the  new  covenant,  mud  worfliip  him  in 
the  Spirit,  and  in  the  truth  -,  yea,  and  muft  alfo  live 
in  the  Spirit,  and  walk  in  the  Spirit,  which  is  the 
place  of  everlafting  reft,  and  the  land  of  the  living. 

Secondly,  Take  notice  how  they  come  into  the 
holieft,  which  is  by  the  new  and  living  way,  which 
Chrift  hath  prepared,  or  conlecrated  through  his  flefli, 
ver.  20. 

Thirdly,  They  have  an  high  prieft  there  over  the 
houfe  of  God,  who  appears  before  God  in  the  holicft, 
and  ftands  ready  there  to  perform  all  the  offices  of 
priefthood  for  his  houfliold,  ver.  21. 

Fourthly,  There  is  an  orderly  way  of  drawing  nigh 
to  God,  and  worfhipping  him  in  the  holieft-.  There 
is  a  certain  manner,  after  which  believers  are  to  ap- 
proach, and  draw  nigh  to  God;  which  is,  i.  With 
a  true  heart.  2.  In  fulnefs  of  faith,  or  in  full  afTu- 
rance  of  faith  ;  not  waveringly,  but  as  thofe  that  are 
called  of  God,  and  fhall  be  helped  by  him,  and  ac- 
cepted of  him  through  their  high  prieft.  3  In  purity 
of  confcience  and  converfation,  having  their  hearts 
fprinklcd  from  an  evil  confcience,  and  their  bodies 
wafhed  with  pure  water,  ver.  22,  23.  and  Pfal.  xxvi.  6. 
"  Chrift  came  by  water  and  blood  ;"  fo  here  is  both 
the  water  and  the  blood,  according  to  the  figures 
thereof,  under  the  law. 

01?/.  32.  Whither  they  came  in  the  apoftles  days, 
who  knew  Chrift  as  their  high-prieft  and  mediator, 
and  v/ho  partook  of  the  blood  of  fprinkling?  They 
came  to  fpiritual  Mount  Sion,  and  to  the  city  of  the 
living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  Heb.  xii.  22. 

Obferve  likewife  where  they  walked,  who  felt  the 
virtue  of  Chrift's  blood  cleanfing  them  ;  which  was 
**  in  the  light,  as  God  is  in  the  light,"   i  John  i.  7. 

Now,  what  light  is  that  which  the  redeemed  are  to 
walk  in  ?  Is  it  not  the  light  of  the  Lamb's  city,  the 
New  Jerufalem  ?  Is  it  not  the  light  thereof,  that  the 
nations  of  them  that  are  faved  muft  walk  in  ?  Rev. 
XXI.  24.     Yea,  this  light,  this  city,  and  the  holy  wa- 
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ters  of  the  fandluary,  which  flow  and  ftream  from  the 
river  of  life  there,  were  in  meafure  known  and  expe- 
rienced in  the  days  of  old,  which  David  prayed  for, 
and  experienced  a  fenfe  of,  Pfal.  xliii.  3.  and  xlvi.  4. 
Yea,  he  knew  alfo  the  blood  of  the  everlafting  cove- 
nant, praying  and  waiting  to  be  fprinkled  and  cleanfed 
therewith,  jPfal.  li.  6.  For  he  looked  through  the 
outward  figure,  to  what  his  foul  needed  to  purge  and 
wafli  it  inwardly  j  which  outward  hylTop,  or  outward 
water  of  purification,  he  knew  would  not  do  j  for  he 
that  faw  through  the  outward  facrifices,  to  the  inward, 
could  not  chufe  but  fee  through  thefe  alfo. 

But  that  power,  virtue,  and  life  of  God's  Spirit, 
which  could  "  create  a  clean  heart,  and  renew  a  right 
**  fpirit  in  him,"  and  bring  him  into  God's  prefence, 
where  he  might  feel  the  upholdings  of  his  free  Spirit, 
and  partake  of  the  joy  of  God's  falvation  and  deli- 
verance from  that  which  had  defiled  him ;  this  was  it 
he  prayed  for  ;  knowing  afTuredly,  he  fhould  here 
meet  with  the  true  hylTop,  and  water  of  life,  and  blood 
of  the  covenant,  which  purgeth  the  heart  and  con- 
fcience  from  dead  works,  and  maketh  it  whiter  than 
the  fnow  in  God's  fight,  ver.  10,  11,  12.  For  he  that 
delighted  not  in  facrifice,  nor  burnt-offerings,  neither 
could  he  delight  in  hylTop,  or  water,  or  blood,  out- 
ward or  natural  j  but  in  that  which  melteth  the  heart, 
and  purifieth  the  confcience,  from  that  which  is  dead 
and  unclean,  in  that  is  God's  delight  j  and  in  that 
which  is  melted,  broken,  and  purified  by  it,  ver.  16, 

OhJ.  Laftly,  That  there  is  a  fin  unto  death,  a  kind 
of  finning  for  which  there  is  no  facrifice  (but  a  certain 
fearful  looking  for  of  judgment  and  fiery  indignation, 
to  defliroy  and  devour  the  adverfaries,  ver.  26,  27.), 
which  is  a  wilful  defpifing  this  covenant  j  which  he 
that  doth,  mud  die  without  mercy ;  as  he  that  de- 
fpifed  Mofes's  law  did,  ver.  28,  29.  For  the  Lord 
will  revenge  this  fin,  wherefoever  he  finds  it  j  and 
fuch  fhall  know,  that  it  is  a  **  fearful  thing  to  fall 
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"  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God,"  when  he  comes 
to  judge  thenn,  ver.  30,  31. 

XVIII. 

y/  i>rief  Relation  of  the  EJiate  or  Condition  the  Lord  found 
many  of  us  in^  when  he  came  to  vifit  us,  and  make 
known  to  us  the  blejfed  Minijlration  of  his  Spirit  and 
Power y  and  of  fome  of  his  Dealings  with  uSy  in  in- 
firuEiing  and  nurturing  us  up  therein  i  with  a  few  Words 
of  Exhortation. 

THERE  are  chambers  of  imagery  in  many- 
people  ;  and  ftrong-holds,  and  reafonings,  and 
imaginations,  and  high  thoughts,  exalted  above  the 
pure  feed  and  meafure  of  life  in  their  hearts.  For 
every  true  Chriftian,  every  true  believer,  hath  received 
fomewhat  of  Chrift's  Spirit,  fome  proportion  of  grace 
and  truth  from  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift,  which  is  as  leaven 
and  fair,  to  leaven  the  heart,  and  feafon  the  mind  and 
ipirit  with. 

But  all  do  not  diftinclly  know  this,  nor  are  all  that 
do  know  it  fubje6l  to  it;  fo  that  this  doth  not  lead, 
and  command,  and  rule  in  all ;  but  there  is  fome- 
what which  holds  captive,  and  the  enemy  of  the  foul 
hath  the  rule  and  dominion  in  many  mens  fpirits,  pro- 
felTing  godlinefs;  whereby  the  feed  is  kept  under  in 
them,  and  their  fouls  kept  back  from  that  redemption 
and  deliverance,  which  they  fhould  partake  of,  in  and 
with  the  feed.  So  many  talk  of  the  gofpel  (and  fpeak 
great  words  of  Chriil,  and  redemption  by  him)  who 
knew  not  '*  immortality  brought  to  light,'*  nor  the 
dead  raifed  by  it,  to  live  to  God  and  praife  his  name. 

Now  in  thefe  chambers  of  imagery,  in  thefe  ftrong- 
holds,  there  are  many  pleafant  pi(5tures,  many  images 
of  the  heavenly  things,  which  men  form  in  their 
minds,  from  their  own  apprehendings  and  conceivings 
upon  the  fcriptures.  For  men  reading  the  fcriptures, 
not  in   the  life,  Spirit,  and  power  which  gave  them 
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forth,  but  with  that  which  is  natural,  they  come  not 
to  the  true,  pure,  heavenly,  living  knowledge;  but 
only  obtain  a  natural  knowledge,  according  to  which 
they  believe  and  worfhip;  and  fo  fall  down  before,  and 
according  to,  the  apprehenfions  and  imaginations  of 
their  own  minds;  and  fo  one  believes  and  worfhips 
one  way,  and  another  believes  and  worihips  another 
way.  And  truly,  here  men  worfhip  they  know  not 
what ;  but  they  that  are  the  true  Jews,  know  what 
they  worfhip:  for  falvation  is  of  the  true  Jews,  who 
worfhip  neither  at  this  mountain,  nor  at  the  other 
mountain;  but  only  in  Spirit,  and  in  truth,  even  in  the 
life  and  power  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl. 

Thus  it  is  with  all  men  in  their  feveral  profefTions  of 
religion  in  the  darknefs,  in  the  apoflafy  from  the  true 
life  and  power,  which  all  forts  have  erred  and  wand- 
ered from,  but  few  have  returned  to.  Ah!  few  have 
found  the  pearl  of  price,  which  hath  been  long  loft; 
but  have  contented  themfelves  with  a  literal  relation 
and  knowledge  concerning  the  pearl,  without  know- 
ing and  pofTefTing  the  pearl  itfelf.  Yea,  indeed,  this 
was  the  ftate  of  darknefs  the  Lord  found  us  all  in, 
when  he  came  to  vifit  us;  for  the  ftrong  man  armed 
had  his  ftrong-holds  in  us,  whereby  he  held  us  in  the 
bands  of  death,  and  kept  us  captive,  and  free  from 
that  righteous  life  and  power  which  we  thirfted  after. 
But  when  the  ftrongcr  than  he  came,  he  battered  his 
ftrength,  he  afTaulted  and  took  his  ftrong-holds:  he 
brake  all  his  reafonings,  knowledge,  wifdom,  and 
fubtilty,  wherein  he  trufted,  and  made  fpoil  of  his 
goods,  and  delivered  the  captives  from  under  his  hand. 

For,  indeed,  when  the  mighty  day  of  the  Lord 
came  upon  us,  and  his  pure  heavenly  light  ftione  in 
our  hearts,  God  fearched  Jerufalem  as  with  candles, 
difcovering  the  moft  hidden  things  of  Efau's  nature 
inwardly;  and  then  all  the  knowledge  and  wifdom,  all 
the  underftanding  and  experiences,  which  were  trea- 
fured  up  in  us  out  of  the  pure  life,  out  of  the  truth, 
which  lives  and  abides,  they  were  found  dead,  and 
condemned  as  dead  in  us,  and  fo  caft  forth,  as  the 
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treafures  of  Egypt  and  Babylon,  and  thrown  to  the 
bats  and  molesj  who  either  creep  up  and  down  in  the 
earthly  nature,  or  foar  aloft  in  the  dark  dreams  and 
imaginations  of  the  night  of  darknefs  and  apoftafy. 

For  when  the  true  light  fhines,  it  difcovers  what  the 
day  is,  and  what  the  night  is;  and  the  things  which  are 
of  the  day,  and  the  things  alfo  which  are  of  the  night. 

Now  when  the  Lord  thus  appeared  unto  us,  and 
caufed  the  light  of  his  Son  to  fhine  in  us,  many  of  us 
quickly  came  out  of  Egypt,  turning  our  backs  upon 
the  darknefs  J  and  went  willingly  into  the  wildernefs, 
to  travel  along  with  the  Lord,  and  to  be  exercifed  and 
fitted  there  for  the  good  land,  the  land  of  the  redeem- 
ed, the  land  of  the  living,  the  land  which  flows  with 
milk  and  honey  (which  is  pure  heavenly  food),  whi- 
ther they  that  come,  find  the  excellent  vine,  which 
bears  the  heavenly  grapes,  of  which  is  the  wine  of  the 
kingdom,  and  the  true  olive,  which  yields  fweetoil; 
and  houfes  which  they  built  nor,  wherein  are  many 
manfions  of  reft  and  pure  glory;  and  vineyards  which 
they  planted  not,  wherein  the  living  plants  grow,  and 
fpxing  up  in  the  prefcnce  of  the  Lord,  who  dwells 
among  his,  and  walks  in  the  gardens  and  holy  plan- 
tations. 

But  there  were  others,  who  were  loth  to  come  out 
of  Egypt,  or  to  forfake  the  idols  and  way  of  worfliip 
in  Egypt  and  Babylon,  whom  the  enemy  long  held 
captive  in  their  thoughts  and  reafonings,  and  in  the 
difputings  of  their  minds. 

Now  thefe  fufFered  much,  and  felt  many  of  the 
ftrokes  and  dreadful  judgments  of  the  Lord,  poured 
out  upon  thatfpirit  in  them,  which  held  them  captive, 
and  upon  them  for  their  hearkenings  and  joinings  to 
the  fubtil  twinings,  and  entangling  reafonings  and 
fuggeftions  of  that  fpirit.  For  the  encn  y  ufeth  all 
his  ftrength  and  fubtilty  to  the  utmoft,  to  i  old  hiS  cap- 
tives in  fubjedtion  to  him,  and  under  h  s  power,  as 
long  as  ever  he  can.  He  keeps  every  hold,  he  ftrength- 
ens  every  reafoning,  and  every  thought  and  imagina- 
tion of  the  mind  againft  God's  call,   againft  the  ap- 

1  3  pearances 


134  Life  and  Immortality 

pearances  of  his  Spirit  in  the  heart.  Do  not  go  yet 
(faith  the  enemy)  \  thy  way  is  not  yet  plain  before  thee, 
fby  light  is  not  yet  clear  enough  y  the  reafon  or  confideration 
which  is  objeSled,  is  not  yet  fully  anjwered.  Ihou  art  to 
try  all  things  \  but  there  is  this,  or  that,  or  the  other  con- 
fideration, which  thou  hafi  not  yet  tried,  or  confidered  of 
fully,  and  JatisfaElorily  to  thy  own  heart. 

Thus  many  pure  drawings  of  the  Fathet  (in  which 
there  was  light  fufficient  for  the  foul  t»  follow)  have 
been  loft,  and  the  foul  thereby  hath  miffed  of  the 
hand  which  was  put  forth  (in  the  tender  love  of  the 
Lord)  to  help  and  fave  it. 

Queft.  But  fome  may  fay.  What  have  ye  learned  of 
the  Lord  more  than  we,  or  more  than  ye  knew  before,  when 
ye  walked  among  us,  and  pra5lifed  the  ordinances  which 
we  "praBiJe  ?  Have  not  we  good  directions  from  the  fcrip- 
tures?  Do  not  we  fra3ife  them?  And  is  not  the  Spirit  of 
God  in  the  Jcriptures  ?  are  they  not  joined  together  •,  and 
Jo,  having  the  Jcriptures,  we  have  the  Spirit  of  God  too  ? 

Anfw,  It  is  not  in  my  heart  to  enter  into  difpute 
'  now,  though  I  am  fenfible  of  the  darknefs  from  whence 
this  objedtion  arifeth:  and  oh!  that  it  were  removed 
from  their  hearts  in  whom  it  isj  for  truly,  we  ourfelves 
were  once  therej  and  when  we  were  there,  we  knew 
not  the  fcriptures  aright,  as  we  ought  to  know,  nor 
the  power  of  God  !  But  to  anfwer  plainly  and  diredlly 
to  the  thing  itfelf : 

There  are  three  things  I  fhall  mention  (befides  many 
others,  which  might  be  mentioned)  which  the  Lord 
hath  taught  us,  fince  his  Spirit  and  power  hath  ap- 
peared to  us,  and  led  us  out  of  the  darknefs,  towards, 
and  into,  the  land  of  lightj  which  are  thefe.  He 
hath  taught  us  to  believe,  he  hath  taught  us  to  obey, 
and  he  hath  taught  us  to  pray  to  him  in  the  name  of 
his  Son. 

Objeft.  Why\  did  ye  never  learn  theje  before  ? 

Arifw,  No,  not  fo  as  the  Lord  hath  taught  us. 
There  was  indeed  fome  true  faith  from  the  true  feed  in 
us,  and  fome  true  obedience,  and  fome  pure  breath- 
ings to  the  Father,  in  the  days  of  our  former  profef- 
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Hon;  but  we  knew  not  the  root  from  whence  they  came, 
io  as  to  turn  it,  and  abide  in  it j  and  Co  the  holy  defires, 
and  true  fenfe  in  us,  were  often  made  a  prey  of,  and 
we  flill  in  want  and  penury  in  a  flrange  land,  and  could 
not  enjoy  (poflefs  or  retain)  v/hat  was  freely  given  us 
of  our  God  and  Father  in  Chriftj   but  ftill  a  flelhly 
wifdom,    a    flefl:ily  comprehenfion,    a    flelhly   nature, 
mind,  and  knowledge   (which  in   that  day  went  with 
us  for  fpiritual,  as  well  as  it  doth  fo  with  others  now), 
pecked  up  over  itj   and  fo  Hagar  was  in  the  houfe, 
and  would  be  miftrefs  there,  but  was  not  caft  out  with 
her  feed.     Oh  !    who   can   read  and   truly  underftand 
this !  But  when  the  Lord  turned  us  to  the  light  of  his 
Spirit,   and  by  the  light  and  power  of  his  Spirit  brake 
the  bonds  and  chains  of  darknefs  in  us;  then  we  could 
believe  in  him  who  appeared,    and  (in  the  ftrength  and 
virtue  received  from  him)   we  could  obey  him,   yield- 
ing our  members  inilruments  of  righteoufnefs  to  do  his 
will;   and   in  the  Spirit  of  the  Son    (which  we  then 
received  in   the  faith,  even   the  heavenly  Spirit,    the 
mod  excellent  Spirit)   we  could  pray  to   the  Father; 
firft,    fighing    and    groaning   before   him,    afterwards 
pouring  out   our  requefls  and  fupplications   to  him, 
and  giving  of  thanks. 

Quell.  How  did  the  Lord  teach  you  to  believe?  Or  what 
did  he  teach  you  to  believe  noWy  more  than  before? 

Anfw,  It  is  written  in  the  prophets,  "  all  thy 
"  children  fhall  be  taught  of  the  Lord;"  and  in  the 
new  covenant  it  is  promifcd,  '^  they  fliall  all  know  me, 
"  from  the  lealL  to  the  greatefl:." 

Now,  as  we  were  brouglit  by  the  Lord  into  the  light 
of  this  covenant,  we  were  taught  thus  to  know  hnn, 
and  to  believe  in  him,  and  his  Son,  as  thus  made 
known.  So  that  we  knew  the  Father  revealing  the  Son, 
and  the  Son  revealing  the  Father;  and  our  hearts  were 
drawn  to  believe  in  both,  as  they  were  both  revealed 
in  us,  and  to  us,  and  the  revealing  was  in  the  Spirit 
of  both,  in  the  light  of  both,  in  the  life  of  both,  in 
the  power  of  both;  which  Spirit,  which  light,  which 
life,  which  power  is  one  3  and  he  that  indeed^  knows 
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the  Son,  knows  the  Father  alfo  -,  and  he  that  indeed 
knows  the  Father,  knows  the  Son  alfo. 

Very  deep  and  weighty  was  that  anfwer  of  Chrift  to 
Philip,  when  Philip  faid,  "  Ihew  us  the  Father,  and  it 
*'  fufficeth.  Haft  thou  not  (ten  me,  Philip  ?  faid 
*'  Chrift.  How  is  it  that  thou  fayeft,  fhew  us  the 
"  Father?  He  that  hath  feen  me,  hath  feen  the  Father 
*'  alfo.*'  Are  they  not  one  nature,  one  wifdom,  one 
power,  one  pure  eternal  being?  Can  the  one  pofTibly  be 
feen,  and  not  the  other?  Though  they  may  be  diftin- 
guilhed  in  manifeftation,  in  the  hearts  where  they  are 
received;  is  it  poffible  they  Ihould  be  divided  and  fe- 
parated  the  one  from  the  other? 

Thofe  that  thus  apprehend,  plainly  manifeft,  that 
they  never  received  the  true  knowledge  of  the  Father 
and  Son;  but  have  only  notions  and  apprehenfions  of 
man's  wifdom  concerning  them. 

So  now  to  us  there  is  but  one  God  and  Father, 
**  Of  whom  are  all  things,  and  we  in  hinii"  and 
"  one  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  are  all  things,  and 
"  we  by  himj"  and  but  one  Spirit  and  power  of  life, 
which  we  have  received  of  the  Son  and  Father, 
through  which  we  believe,  and  lay  hold  on  the  pure 
eternal  power  and  ftrength  of  the  Almighty,  which 
redeems  and  faves  the  foul;  and  fo  believing  on  him, 
who  raifed  up  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  from  the  dead, 
here  we  meet  with  juftification,  and  are  at  peace  with 
our  God,  laying  hold  on  his  ftrength,  and  being  held 
by  it. 

And  fo  here,  in  the  new  covenant,  under  the  teach- 
ing of  God's  Spirit,  we  witnefs  that  fcripture  fulfilled 
in  our  hearts,  Ifa.  xxvii.  4,  5. 

Queft.  How  did  the  Lord  teach  you  to  obey  ?  Te  do  not 
obey  the  ten  commandments ;  ye  neither  learned^  nor  teach 
them :  but  all  that  ye  obey  is  all  light  and  fpirit  within  -, 
wh.ch  may  be  a  /pirit  of  delufion,  for  ought  we  know  ;  and 
tve  believe  it  is  jo,  becaufe  we  do  not  find  it  agreeing  with 
the  JcriptureSy  nor  you  in  the  practice  of  the  ordinances  of 
Chrifiy  according  to  the  Jcriptures, 

Anfw,  That  harfti  fpirit,  which  in  this  manner  ob- 
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jefteth,  is  not  very  fie  nor  likely  to  receive  or  embrace 
information,  from  the  meek  and  tender  Spirit  of  the 
Lamb;  but  there  are  fome,  who  are  broken  and  ten- 
dered, and  fit  to  receive  impreflion  and  information 
from  the  Holy  Spirit  and  power  of  our  God ;  and  to 
them,  and  for  their  fakes,  are  my  anfwers  given  forth 
and  directed.  So,  for  their  fakes,  I  fhall  proceed  in 
plainnefs,  and  evidence  of  truth,  anfwering,  as  the 
Lord  fhall  open  my  heart. 

Truly,  the  Lord  hath  taught  us  obedience,  fo  as  we 
never  learned  before;  putting  his  laws  into  our  minds, 
and  writing  them  in  our  hearts,  and  giving  us  his 
good  Spirit  to  dwell  in  us,  to  quicken  and  help  us  to 
obey  and  perform  his  holy  laws.  And  thofe  two  com- 
mandments (on  which  the  whole  law  and  prophets 
hang);  to  wit,  "  To  love  God  with  all  our  hearts, 
"  and  our  neighbours  as  ourfelves,"  as  taught  by 
Mofes  and  Chrift:  yea,  the  very  fubftance  of  the  law 
written  in  tables  of  Hone,  he  hath  inwardly  written  in 
our  hearts,  and  taught  us  to  obferve  and  obey;  fo 
that  we  have  no  other  God  but  him,  who  brought  us 
out  of  fpiritual  Egypt,  by  his  out-ilretched  arm  and 
holy  power,  revealed  inwardly  for  us,  as  it  was  out- 
wardly for  that  people  of  the  Jews,  whom  God  re- 
deemed out  of  Qutward  Egypt. 

Indeed  before,  other  Lords  had  rule  over  us,  and 
fomewhat  fiill  got  between  us  and  our  Godj  fo  that, 
when  we  were  without  the  limits  of  the  pure  power, 
we  were  idolaters  in  God's  fight,  though  we  then  knew 
it  not;  but  now  vvc  make  mention  of  the  Lord's  name 
only. 

So  the  Lord  hath  taught  us  not  to  make  any  imao-e, 
or  likenefs  of  his  appearance,  or  of  the  heavenly 
things;  not  to  form  any  tning  in  our  minds  from  the 
fcriptures;  but  to  wait  on  God,  to  know  iiis  truths  re- 
vealed in   their  own  pure  nature. 

The  Lord  hath  likewife  taught  us  to  fanclify  his 
name,  which  he  hath  made  known  to  us,  and  not  to 
take  it  in  vam;  but  to  reverence  his  holy  power  and 
Spirit,  in  every  degree  of  his  appearance  j  for  the  naue 
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of  our  God  is  living,  and  is  only  fandlified,   and  not 
taken  in  vain,  by  thofe  that  are  living. 

Alio  the  Lord  hath  taught  us  to  obferve  and  keep  his 
holy  fabbath,  and  day  of  reft  (even  the  day  of  the 
gofpel-reft,  for  that  is  the  fabbath  now),  not  doing 
our  own  works,  or  thinking  our  own  thoughts,  or 
kindling  a  fire  of  ourfelves,  on  his  holy  day,  but 
ceafing  from  our  own  willing  and  running,  and  from 
all  tiie  works  of  the  flefh  ;  and  waiting  to  feel  him 
work  in  us,  both  '*  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  plea- 
**  furej"  which  works  in  the  Spirit  (works  of  faith, 
of  love,  of  mercy,  &c.)  break  not  the  gofpel-reft  or 
fabbath. 

And  having  thus  learned  the  duties  of  the  firft  tabic 
(the  Lord  having  circumcifed  our  hearts  to  "  love  the 
*'  Lord  our  God  with  all  our  hearts,"  and  to  exalt 
him,  his  Spirit,  his  nature,  his  will,  his  name,  his  day 
in  us),  the  duties  of  the  fecond  table  are  eafy  and 
natural  to  us,  and  we  cannot  but  "  do  to  others  as  we 
**  would  be  done  unto;"  and  fo  love  and  honour  all 
men  in  the  Lord,  as  the  Lord  teacheth  us  from  the 
true  and  holy  balance.  Therefore,  we  cannot  killy  or 
commit  adult ery,  or  Jiealy  or  bear  falfe  witnefs,  or  covet 
any  thing  that  is  our  neighbour  s. 

Then,  for  the  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  new  tt(- 
tament-,  the  miniftration  of  the  gofpel  is  a  miniftration 
of  Spirit  and  power;  even  of  the  light  of  the  ever- 
lafting  day,  which  the  true  miniftry  was  fen«"  0  turn 
mens  minds  from  the  darknefs  to. 

And  here  we  fee  what  was  taught  and  required 
before  the  apoftafy,  while  the  church  was  in  its  firft 
glory;  and  what  was  permitted  and  praftifed  by  per- 
miftion  J  which  were  fuch  kind  of  things,  as  were  not 
of  the  nature  of  the  kingdom,  not  of  the  nature  of 
the  light  of  the  gofpel-day  ;  but  of  a  lower  nature, 
of  an  outward  nature,  of  an  earthly  (elementary) 
nature,  which  were  to  be  fliaken  in  due  time,  that 
that  which  could  not  be  ftiaken  (which  they  fignified 
of,  and  reprefented)  might  remain,  and  be  eftabliflied 
in  the  fpiritual  and  heavenly  Jerufalem  (which  is  the 

Jeru- 
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Jerufalem  of  the  gofpel)  without  any  fuch  thing  as 
could  be  fhaken;  as  is  teftified,  Heb.  xii.  22,  to  the 
end  :  and  we  underftand  alfo  from  God's  Spirit,  and 
from  the  fcriptures  of  truth,  that  all  fuch  kind  of  things 
were  part  of,  or  belonging  to,  the  outward  court ; 
which  was  Ihaken,  and  given  to  the  Gentiles,  when 
God's  Spirit  meafured  what  he  would  have  abide  with 
his  true,  inward,  fpiritual  Jews  ;  and  what  he  would 
leave  to  the  profeffmg  world  ;  who  in  mind,  nature, 
and  fpirit,  and  in  God's  account  alfo,  are  but  Gentiles. 

Que  ft.  How  did  God  teach  you  to  pray  ?  Surely  ye  jiever 
learned  the  Lord's  prayer  j  for  ye  do  not  praciife  that 
among  you. 

Anf.  As  God  brought  us  into  a  fenfible  condition, 
fo  we  came  to  feel  our  wants,  and  the  need  of  our 
fouls,  inwardly  and  fpiritually. 

Now,  waiting  on  the  Lord  in  this  fenfe,  when  we 
meet  together,  and  when  we  are  alone  alfo,  the  Lord 
breatheth  upon  us,  and  kindleth  in  us  fervent  defires 
and  longings  of  foul  after  that  which  is  pure,  and  to 
be  delivered  from  that  which  is  impure ;  and  that  wc 
might  be  ingraffed  more  and  more  into  Chrift ;  and 
that  judgment  and  condemnation  might  pals  upon  all 
that  is  not  of  God  in  us,  and  that  our  hearts  might 
be  fo  united  to  the  Lord,  as  that  we  might  fear  his 
name  fully.  For  we  feel  and  obfervc,  that  all  ouf 
life  and  ftrength  flows  from  the  union  of  our  fouls 
with  the  Lord;  and  therefore,  above  all  things,  we 
cry  for  that,  and  for  feparation  from  that  fpirit  which 
captivateth  into  the  things  of  the  earth,  and  in  the 
earthly  mind  and  nature. 

So  we  watch  unto  prayer,  and  watch  for  help  from 
God  in  our  calling  upon  him;  and  are  deeply  fenfible 
that  we  have  need  both  of  watching  and  praying  con- 
tinually, the  enemy  is  fo  near,  and  the  foul's  fnares 
and  dangers  fo  many. 

And  truly,  Chrift,  our  Lord  and  mafter,  who  taught 
his  difciplcs  to  pray  formerly,  hath  taught  us'  alfo  to 
pray  that  very  prayer  j  though  not  to  fay  the  words 
outwardly  in  the  will  of  men,  or  in  our  own  will  j  he 
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hath  taught  our  hearts  to  breathe  after  the  fame  things, 
even  that  the  name  of  our  heavenly  Father  might  be 
hallowed  or  fandtified  more  and  more,  among  all  that 
call  upon  his  name  in  truth,  and  efpecially  in  our 
own  hearts ;  and  that  his  kingdom  might  come  more 
and  more,  that  he  might  reign  more  in  mens  fpirits, 
and  the  kingdom  of  fin  and  Satan  be  thrown  down  j 
and  that  his  will  might  be  done,  even  in  our  earthy  as 
it  is  done  in  heavenly  places,  where  all  the  hofts  of  God 
obey  him  •,  and  that  we  might  have  every  day  a  pro- 
portion of  the  heavenly  hready  whereby  our  fouls  may 
live  to  him  J  and  convenient  food  and  provifion  out- 
ward alfo,  according  as  he  feeth  good,  who  careth  for 

us. 

Now,  as  we  are  kept  in  the  light,  and  watch  to  the 
light  which  difcovers  things,  we  fee  what  we  are  kept 
out  of,  and  what  we  at  any  time  are  entangled  in,  and 
fo  trefpafs  againft  the  Lord  j  and  then  we  are  taught  to 
beg  pardon,  and  to  wait  where  pardon  is  to  be  received, 
through  our  advocate,  even  as  God  hath  taught  us  to 
forgive. 

Yet  this  doth  not  imbolden  any  of  the  little  ones  to 
fin  i  but  they  pray  that  they  may  not  be  led  (or  fall)  into 
temptation ;  but  may  witnefs  deliverance  from  the  evily 
which  the  enemy  watcheth  to  betray  and  infnare  them 
with.  And  thefe  cries  are  put  up  to  him,  who  is  ready 
to  hear,  and  who  can  anfwer  and  fulfill  the  defires  of 
them  that  love  and  fear  him  j  and  indeed  not  only  fo, 
but  they  are  alfo  put  up  in  faith,  that  in  the  way  of 
God  the  foul  Ihall  obtain  and  receive  what  it  prayeth 
and  waiteth  for. 

Now  we  witnefs  this  to  be  true  religion,  and  undefiled 
before  God;  and  we  are  fenfible  that  the  Lord  hath 
taught  us  this,  and  is  with  us  in  our  faith,  which  he 
hath  given  us  j  in  our  obedience,  in  our  praying  to 
him  in  the  name  of  his  Son,  in  our  watching,  in  our 
waiting,  in  the  filence  of  our  fpirits,  before  his  mighty 
and  glorious  majefty. 

Oh  !  that  ye  all  knew  our  God,  and  his  Chrift,  in 
the  fame  covenant  and  power  of  life,  wherein  it  hath 
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pleafed  him  to  make  himfelf  manifefl  to  ns !  Oh  ! 
awake  !  awake  !  out  of  your  dreams,  come  out  of  the 
night  of  fin  and  darknefs,  into  the  light  of  the  day  ! 

Be  not  offended  that  I  call  them  dreams  of  the  nighty 
for  they  are  no  better  before  the  light  of  the  day. 
Oh !  be  not  contented  with  dreams  concerning  God  ; 
with  dreams  concerning  fellowfhip  with  him  and  the 
faints  in  light;  with  dreams  concerning  remiflion,  con- 
cerning jullification,  concerning  peace,  concerning  fanc- 
tification,  concerning  the  help  of  God's  Spirit  in 
prayer,  &;c. 

Ah  !  friends,  dear  friends  (for  ye,  in  whom  there 
are  any  true  breathings  after  the  Lord,  are  fo  to  me) ; 
oh  !  let  go  the  dead  for  the  living ;  away  with  dead 
knowledge,  dead  faith,  dead  hope,  dead  prayers,  dead 
underftanding  of  the  fcriptures,  dead  ftrivings  after 
holinefs,  which  ye  fhall  never  obtain,  but  be  flill 
bowed  down  under  corruption,  when  at  any  time  truly 
fenfible,  notwithftanding  all  thefe  (truly  groaning  and 
complaining  is  your  beft  ftate  here,  for  your  peace 
here  is  wrong)  ;  and  come  to  feel  that  raifed  in  you, 
in  the  true  retired  waiting  upon  the  Lord,  which  fhall 
certainly  obtain  in  you,  as  your  minds  are  united  to 
it,  and  come  into  the  true  fenfe  and  fubjed:ion  under 
it;  and  then  ye  fliall  obtain  in  it,  and  with  it,  what 
the  hearts  of  all  the  upright  (whether  in  captivity,  or 
out  of  captivity)  breathe  after  1 

Oh  !  therefore,  be  not  any  longer  prejudiced,  by 
the  fubtil  devices  and  deceits  of  the  enemy,  againlt 
that  in  your  hearts  which  reproves  becaufe  of  fin  ;  and 
likewife  draws  and  leads  into  that  which  is  holy  ;  for 
it  is  no  lefs  than  the  pure,  heavenly  light  of  God's 
own  Spirit,  whatever  ye,  through  miftake,  mifunder- 
ftanding,  or  want  of  true  experience,  may  judge  of  it. 
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XIX. 

Conceding  the  Go/pel  State. 

TH  E  gofpel  is  a  miniflration  of  the  new  cove- 
nant, or  a  fpiritual  miniftration  of  the  fubftance 
of  all  that  was  (hadowed  out  under  the  law.  There 
were  many  things  under  the  law ;  but  in  the  gofpel, 
God  hath  gathered  all  into  one;  in  Chrift  there  is  but 
one  feed,  one  Spirit,  one  life,  one  power,  which  redeems, 
one  circumcifion,  one  baptifm,  one  faith,  &c. 

I'he  law  was  given  by  Mofesy  and  the  miniftration 
thereof  continued  through  the  prophets,  until  the  feed 
Ihould  come,  which  was  to  put  an  end  to  the  law,  and 
the  righteoufnefs  thereof  (as  in  the  letter)  and  bring 
in  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  fpirit,  which  fhould  laft  for 
ever. 

The  gofpel  is  by  Chrift,  by  whom  God  fpake  in  the 
laft  days,  who  is  the  beloved  Son,  the  prophet  and 
high  prieft  of  God,  who  is  to  be  heard  for  ever  j  who 
taught  his  difciples,  while  he  was  with  them  on  earth, 
in  that  body  of  flefti  which  his  Father  prepared  for 
him  J  and  afterwards  by  his  Spirit  (or  holy  anointing) 
whereby  he  continueth  teaching  his  children,  and 
bringing  them  up  in  the  virtue,  life,  and  power  of  the 
new  covenant  j  giving  them  a  new  heart  and  fpirit, 
and  caufing  the  old  nature  of  the  earthly  Adam  to  die 
in  them,  and  pafs  away  from  them. 

The  law  was  given  to  the  Jew  outward,  and  is 
againft  nature  in  man,  which  feems  forward  to  obey, 
but  will  not. 

The  law  alfo  is  given  to  check  that  part  (or  nature 
in  man)  which  is  above  the  feed,  to  which  were  all 
the  Ihadows  and  types  outward. 

But  in  the  gofpel,  which  is  the  power  of  God  to 
the  redemption  of  the  foul,  that  part  is  done  away, 
and  the  feed  raifed,  and  comes  to  live  in  the  foul,  and 
the  foul  in  the  power  which  quickens  it,  in  and 
through  the  feed. 

And 
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And  fo,  here  the  life,  and  virtue,  and  nature  of  the 
feed  ovcrfhadows  all,  and  changes  all  in  the  gofpel- 
mlniftration  j  fo  that  here  is  a  new  heaven,  and  a  new 
earth,  wherein  God  reigns,  and  where  righteoufnefs 
dwells  J  and  the  old  things,  where  unrighteoufnefs 
dwelt,  and  wherein  the  devil  reigned,  are  done  away, 
and  fo  his  kingdom  is  deftroyed,  and  laid  wafte  in 
man,  and  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  fet  up,  exalted,  and 
eftablifhed. 

Then  comes  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  houfe  to  be 
known  on  the  top,  and  above  all  the  mountains  and 
hills  j  and  then  is  the  flowing  of  the  enlightened  foul 
thither,  to  learn  of  the  Lord  in  his  holy  fandiuary, 
that  it  may  know  his  ways,  and  walk  in  his  paths. 
Then  is  the  voice  of  the  true  fhephcrd  heard,  and  the 
law  known  (the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus) 
which  Cometh  out  of  Sion,  "  and  the  word  of  the 
"  Lord  (even  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael)  which  cometh 
"  from  Jerufalem."  Then  is  the  day  of  the  Lord 
known  ;  the  mighty,  terrible,  fhaking  day  of  the 
Lord,  which  is  then  upon  all  flefh,  filencing  it  in  the 
dread  and  awe  of  him,  who  is  holy  and  pure  ;  and  the 
feed  is  then  raifed  to  life,  and  in  life  and  power,  and 
the  Lord  alone  exalted  in  that  foul.  "  For  the  Son 
"  exalted  the  Father  only,  in  the  days  of  his  flefh  •" 
and  it  is  fo  now,  wherever  the  fame  feed  and  power  of 
life  is  made  manifeft,  and  rules. 

Then  after  this  fliaking,  after  the  work  of  this 
terrible  day  of  the  Lord  in  the  heart,  when  God  hath 
purged  away  the  filth  and  blod  of  the  defiled  foul 
and  Ipirit,  by  his  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning, 
then  that  which  is  left  fliall  be  called  holy,  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  Lord,  even  in  every  one  that  is  written 
and  reckoned  by  God  among  the  living  in  his  Jeru- 
falem. And  all  God's  tabernacles  and  dwelling-places 
on  his  holy  mountain,  and  in  his  holy  city,  will  he 
cover  with  the  glory  of  his  prefence  ;  and  all  their 
aflemblies  (by  his  cloudy  pillar,  and  by  his  fhining 
flame)  will  God  be  a  defence  about ;  before  which 
brightnefs  (and  -the  arifing  of  his  life  and  power  in 
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the  midft  of  his  people)  Satan  with  his  devices  and 
fiery  darts  (hall  fall  like  flafhes  of  lightning,  and  his 
ftorms  and  winds  (hall  not  be  able  to  prevail  againft 
the  houfes  or  dwelling-places  which  God  builds  on 
this  his  holy  mountain  of  peace  and  falvation. 

Then  the  rod  of  the  ftem  of  Jefft  is  known,  and 
the  branch  which  growcth  out  of  his  root,  and  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  reding  upon  him.  "  For  grace 
"  and  truth  came  by  Jefus  Chrift  ;"  arid  where  the 
grace  and  truth  which  comes  by  Jefus  Chrift  is  received, 
and  his  everlafting  covenant  entered  into,  there  the 
fame  Spirit  is  poured  forth,  and  refts  (even  upon  all 
the  fons),  and  true  judgment  is  fet  up  in  the  heart, 
and  the  foul  eftablidied  in  the  righteoufnefs  and  peace 
of  his  kingdom. 

So  if  any  want  wifdom,  let  him  a(k  in  faith ;  it  is 
prefently  given  from  the  Spirit  of  wifdom,  which  is 
poured  out  upon  the  feed  j  which  is  a  Spirit  of  under- 
ftanding  and  knowledge,  and  of  pure  heavenly  fear, 
&c.  which  maketh  quick  in  underftanding  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  j  which  fear  (being  underftood  and  obferved) 
keepeth  the  heart  clean,  teaching  it  to  avoid  and  keep 
out  of  all  that  defiles  j  fo  that  here  is  not  fo  much 
as  a  touching  the  unclean  thing  by  any  of  the  fons 
anadaughters,  who  are  led  by  God's  Spirit,  and  live 
and  walk  in  the  Spirit ;  but  a  following  of  the  law 
of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  fully  and  perfeftly. 

Let  fin  and  imperfe6tion  be  received  back  to  Sodom, 
Egypt,  and  Babylon,  from  whence  it  came  j  but  let 
holinefs  and  unftained  beauty  dwell  in  Sion  j  yea,  let 
Urim  and  Thummim,  even  God's  light  and  perfe6tion, 
be  with  his  redeemed  people  for  ever  and  ever. 

Here  the  wolf  dwells  with  the  lamb,  and  the  leo- 
pard Mes  with  the  kid,  and  the  calf,  and  the  young 
lion,  and  the  fatling  together,  and  the  little  child 
leads  them.  Here  the  lion  devours  not,  but  eats 
draw  like  the  ox  •,  and  the  fucking  child,  and  the 
weaned  child,  can  play  in  the  hole  of  the  afp,  and 
put  his  hand  on  the  cockatrice's  den ;  and  they  that 
arc  in  the  power  can  tread  upon  fcrpents,  and  they 

cannot 
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cannot  hurt,  wound,  poifon,  or  deftroy ;  for  there  is 
fafety  all  over  God's  holy  mountain,  and  the  venom 
or  poifon  of  the  wicked  fpirit  cannot  reach  thither,  to 
hurt  or  poifon  any  there  :  for  God's  earth  is  filled  with 
knowledge,  with  life,  with  pure  living  knowledge, 
which  preferves  out  of  the  reach  of  darknefs  and 
death. 

Nay,  here  Ephraim  doth  not  envy  Judah,  nor  Judah 
vex  Ephraim  ;  for  the  envying,  vexing  nature  and 
fpirit  is  taken  out  of  them  both.  And  here  is  turned 
to  the  Lord  a  people  of  a  pure  language,  who  fpeak 
the  truth  as  they  feel  it,  as  they  receive  it  from  the 
Lord,  in  the  life  of  it,  in  the  true  fenfe  and  under- 
rtanding  of  it,  and  not  according  to  their  own  appre- 
hendings  or  imaginings  concerning  it,  which  are  the 
various  and  many  languages  of  Babel.  For  in  the 
feed,  and  of  the  feed,  is  the  pure  language ;  but  out 
from  the  feed  are  the  many  voices  and  languages  (even 
the  confufion  of  Babel) ;  one  fpeaking,  as  he  appre- 
hends, thus  J  another  fpeaking,  as  he  conceives,  thus; 
ih  plainly  manifefling  that  they  are  out  from  the  evi- 
dence and  demonftration  of  the  Spirit,  whofe  voice  is 
one,  and  language  one,  in  all,  in  the  day  of  the  gof- 
pel.  And  he  that  fpeaks  otherwife  than  the  law  and 
teftimony  of  life  fpeaks  in  the  heart,  it  is  either  be- 
caufe  he  knoweth  not,  or  is  not  yet  gathered  into,  the 
morning-light  of  the  evcrlafting  day  of  the  gofpel  j 
for  there  all  are  to  fpeak,  as  the  oracles  of  God,  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus. 

In  this  day  the  anger  of  God  is  turned  away,  and 
condemnation  come  to  an  end  (for  "  there  is  no  con- 
*^  demnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who 
"  walk  not  after  the  flelh,  but  after  the  Spirit)  ;"  and 
the  Comforter  is  come,  by  whom  God  comforts  the 
foul ;  and  the  foul  with  joy  draweth  water  out  of  the 
wells  or  fprings  of  the  Comforter.  Yea,  the  foul  is 
gathered  into  the  love  (or  into  God,  who  is  love), 
where  the  Saviour  and  falvation  is  felt,  and  God  found 
fuch  a  prefent  help  and  ilrength  in  time  of  trouble, 
that  fear  is  done  awav,  and  the  Lord  trufted  and  hoped 
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in  ;  yea,  and  boafted  of,  in  every  condition.  So  that 
his  nanrie  is  made  mention  of,  and  fung  of,  and  exalted 
over  all  that  can  come  to  oppofe  or  break  down  the 
work  of  his  power  in  the  heart ;  infomuch  that  the 
inhabitant  of  ^ion  cries  out  and  ftiouts  againft  the 
enemy,  when  he  appears,  becaufe  the  Holy  One  of 
Ifrael  is  fo  great  in  the  midft  of  her,  who  breaks  the 
fpear  and  the  bow,  the  fhield  and  the  battle,  Selah. 
See  Ifai.  xii. 

Yea,  in  this  day  the  feaft  of  fat  things  is  made  on 
God's  holy  mountain ;  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow, 
and  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined.  And  in  this  moun- 
tain the  veil  of  the  covering  (fpread  over  the  heart) 
is  done  away :  for  in  the  feed  there  is  no  feigned  co- 
vering ;.  but  an  opening  of  the  unveiled  eye,  to  fee 
the  unveiled  life  and  power,  even  the  revealed  arm 
of  the  Redeemer. 

"  Who  hath  believed  our  report :  and  to  whom  is 
"  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed?"  It  was  faid  foin  the 
old  covenant,  in  the  law  dif^enfation;  but  it  is  not 
faid  fo  in  the  new  covenant,  in  the  gofpel  difpenfation  -, 
for  the  veil  is  done  away  in  Chrift,  and  the  children 
there  with  open  face  behold  (as  in  a  mirror)  the  glory 
of  the  Lord. 

And  here,  where  the  feed  is  revealed,  and  the  foul 
come  into  the  feed,  and  become  one  with  the  feed, 
that  is  felt  which  breaketh  the  ferpent's  head ;  and 
when  his  head  is  broken,  death  is  foon  fwallowed  up 
in  victory,  and  the  tears  of  forrow  wiped  away  {{o 
that  there  is  no  room  for  any  tears  now,  but  tears  of 
joy,  tears  of  melting  love  and  fwectnefs,  before  the 
Lord),  and  the  rebuke  becaufe  of  uncircumcifion  taken 
away.  For  when  God  circumcifeth  the  heart,  "  to 
•'  love  the  Lord  with  all  the  heart,"  then  it  receiveth 
life  from  him,  and  then  the  fhamc  and  rebuke  of  the 
uncircumcifed  and  dead  ftate  paffeth  away. 

And  then  faith  the  foul,  "  Lo  1  this  is  my  God 
**  I  fo  much  wanted,  and  fo  long  waited  for.  Oh  ! 
"  he  is  come,  he  is  come,  to  judge  my  heart  in  right- 
"  couiiiefs,  and  to  bring  under  all  that  hath  kept  the 

«  feed 


BROUGHT   TO   LlOHT,    &C.  147 

«  feed  under  in  me  \  and  I  feel  him,  my  foul's  falva- 
«  tion,  and  my  heart  is  glad  in  him.  And  now  I 
"  know  the  land  of  Judah'*  (for  that  land  outwardly 
was  but  a  figure  of  the  inward),  "  and  the  ftrong  city 
"  that  is  therein"  (which  the  righteous  nation  that 
keepeth  the  truth  enters  in  at  the  gates  of)  "  where 
"  God  appointeth  falvation  for  walls  and  bulwarks.** 
See  Ifai.  xxv,  and  chap.  xxvi. 

And  in  this  day,  when  the  feed  is  raifed,  when  the 
gofpel  power  reacheth  to  the  feed,  and  raifeth  up  the 
foul  with  the  feed,  and  puniftieth  Leviathan,  that 
crooked  ferpent,  and  deftroyeth  the  place  where  the 
dragons  lay,  fo  that  as  fuch  a  place  it  can  be  found  no 
more,  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  made  all  things  new,  and 
laid  wafte  the  old,  then  fliall  be  fung  to  her  that  was 
afflifted  a  vineyard  of  red  wine,  which  the  Lord  will 
keep  and  water  every  moment,  left  any  hurt  it  j  yea, 
the  Lord  (who  is  the  keeper  of  Ifrael,  who  neither 
flumbereth  nor  fleepeth)  will  keep  it  night  and  day  ; 
and  though  fury  be  not  in  the  Lord,  yet  he  will  go 
through  the  briars  and  thorns  which  fet  themfelves  in 
battle  againfl:  him,  to  hinder  the  current  of  his  love 
and  blefllngs  upon  his  heritage. 

But  as  for  his  people,  God  will  be  very  gracious  to 
them,  anfwering  them  in  all  that  they  call  upon  hini 
for,  and  being  with  them  in  the  fire,  and  in  the  water; 
fo  chat  the  waters  fliall  not  be  able  to  overwhelm  them, 
nor  the  flame  of  the  fierceft  fire  kindle  upon  them. 
For  the  enemies  fire  fliall  not  be  able  to  burn  up  God's 
heritage,  nor  their  waters  to  overflow  them  ;  but  God's 
fire  and  waters  fliall  overflow  and  confume  the  adver- 
faries,  as  he  pleafcth  to  let  forth  his  overflowing  fcourgc 
and  fiery  indignation  upon  them. 

The  gofpel  is  a  ftace  of  pouring  out  the  Spirit  of 
God  upon  his  feed,  and  his  blefling  upon  his  ofl^spring; 
wherein  he  itrengthens  that  which  is  weak,  and  con- 
firms that  which  is  feeble ;  wherein  he  comforts  worm 
Jacob,  and  recompenfeth  vengeance  to  that  which  op- 
prefTed  him,  that  which  v/ounded  him,  that  which 
bowed  him  down,  tliat  which  clofed  his  eye,  (lopped 
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his  ear,  made  him  dumb  and  lame,  hardened  his  heart 
from  God's  fear,  &c.  that  nature,  that  wifdom,  that 
fpirit,  that  power,  is  vifited  with  vengeance.  That 
which  emptied  him  of  the  good,  and  made  him  defo- 
late  and  folitary,  is  now  fmitten,  diftrefled,  and  made 
folitary  ;  and  the  prifoner  of  hope  loofed,  and  brought 
out  of  the  pit ;  and  the  blind  eye  opened,  and  the 
deaf  ear  unftopped,  and  the  lame  made  to  leap  as  an 
hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  to  fing,  and  the 
parched  ground  become  a  pool,  and  the  thirfty  land 
fprings  of  water  j  and  that  nature  wherein  dragons 
dwelt  is  now  changed,  and  life  dwells  there  j  and  the 
holy  new  earth  brings  forth  her  increafe  of  life  to  the 
Lord,  and  the  way  of  holinefs  is  made  plain  j  which 
rough  Efau,  or  conceited  Ifhmael,  or  facrificing  Cain, 
(who  hath  not  the  true  brotherly  love  in  him)  cannot 
come  into  ;  but  holy  Abel,  blefled  Ifaac,  plain  Jacob, 
walked  thereiri,  and  inherited  the  bleffing ;  and  the 
ranfomed  of  the  Lord  return  from  all  their  defolations, 
captivities,  and  fcatterings  in  the  apoftafy,  and  come 
to  Sion  with  fongs,  and  everlafting  joy  upon  their 
heads,  where  they  obtain  joy  and  gladnefs,  and  where 
forrow  and  fighing  flee  away.  For  when  the  Com- 
forter is  come  to  the  foul,  when  the  Spirit  from  on 
high  is  poured  out  upon  it,  then  the  wildernefs  be- 
comes a  fruitful  field,  and  the  fruitful  field  is  counted 
for  a  foreftj  then  judgment  dwells  in  the  wildernefs, 
and  righteoufnefs  remains  in  the  fruitful  field ;  then 
righteoufnefs  is  known,  and  the  work  thereof;  and 
the  work  of  righteoufnefs  is  peace,  and  the  effect  of 
righteoufnefs  quietnefs,  and  afTurance  for  ever.  And 
the  people  of  God  then  dwell  (even  his  holy  Ifracl, 
his  fpiritual  Ifrael,  the  redeemed  ones  by  his  Spirit 
and  power)  in  a  peaceable  habitation,  and  in  fure 
dwellings,  and  in  quiet  refting-places,  where  their 
God  is  to  them  as  a  munition  of  rocks,  and  as  broad 
rivers  of  love,  righteoufnefs,  peace,  joy,  and  bleffed- 
ncfs  for  ever. 

In  the  gofpel  ftate,  the  Lord,  the  Redeemer,  the 
Holy  One  of  Iff  ael,  who  is  the  teacher  of  his  people 

in 
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in  the  new  covenant,  who  teacheth  them  to  profit 
therein,  and  leadeth  them  in  the  way  that  they  fhould 
go :  I  fay,  in  the  gofpel  ftate  he  is  known,  and  his 
voice  hearkened  to.  "  My  fheep"  (thofe  whom  I 
gather  and  redeem)  "  hear  my  voice,  and  follow  me,'* 
faith  Chrifl  -,'  who  feed  my  flock  like  a  ftiepherd,  guid- 
ing them  by  my  Spirit  into  frefh  and  green  paftures, 
gathering  my  lambs  with  my  arm,  carrying  them  in 
my  bofom,  and  gently  leading  thofe  that  are  with 
young.  Yea,  I  bring  the  blind  by  a  way  that  they 
knew  nor,  and  lead  them  in  paths  they  have  not 
known.  I  make  dark  things  light  before  them,  and 
crooked  things  ftrait.  Thefe  things  do  I  unto  them, 
and  will  not  forfake  them.  Yea,  worm  Jacob,  which 
was  trampled  upon  by  all,  is  now  made  a  fharp  threlh- 
ing  inftrument  having  teeth,  which  threfheth  the 
mountains  (beating  them  fmall)  and  makes  the  hills 
as  chaff,  which  fans  them,  and  the  wind  carrieth  them 
away,  and  the  whirlwind  fcattereth  them ;  but  Jacob 
rejoiceth  in  his  God,  and  glorieth  in  the  Holy  One  of 
Ifrael  j  who  openech  rivers  in  high  places,  and  foun- 
tains in  the  midft  of  vallies  ;  and  makes  the  wilder- 
nefs  a  pool  of  water,  and  the  dry  land  fprings  of  water. 
For  the  Lord  hath  comfprted  Sion,  and  had  compaf- 
fion  on  her  wade  place,  and  on  her  oppreffed  feed  in 
Babylon  ;  and  hath  laid  to  the  prifoners,  "  Go  forth  ; 
"  and  to  them  that  fat  in  darknefs,  Ihew  yourfelves 
*^  abroad  in  the  light ;"  and  he  hath  made  her  wilder- 
nefs  like  Eden,  and  her  defart  like  the  garden  of  the 
Lord  ;  fo  that  joy  and  gladnefs  is  found  in  her  (even 
the  joy  of  God's  Spirit,  which  is  unfpeakable  and  full 
of  glory),  with  thankfgiving,  and  the  voice  of  me- 
lody :  for  the  deftroyer,  and  thofe  that  made  her  wade, 
are  gone  forth  of  her,  and  great  is  the  Holy  One  in 
the  midft  of  her.  So  that  the  barren  that  did  not 
bear,  fings  ;  and  fhc  cries  aloud,  and  breaks  forth 
into  finging,  that  did  not  travail  with  child  -,  for  fhe 
travails  not  now  in  vain,  but  alfo  brings  forth  abun- 
dantly :  fo  that  more  are  the  children  of  the  defolace 
than  of  the  formerly  married  wife.     And  how  can  it 
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be  othcrwife  ?  For  the  Maker  is  the  hufband,  who 
hath  made  an  everlafting  covenant  of  peace  with  the 
foul  in  the  Son  of  his  love,  and  keeps  and  prefer ves 
in  that  covenant,  where  the  Lord  can  never  be  wroth 
with  the  foul,  nor  rebuke  it :  for  here  all  the  children 
of  the  Lord  are  taught  of  the  Lord,  and  kept  in  his 
holy  fear,  and  in  fubjeftion  to  his  Spirit  j  and  great  is 
their  peace,  and  in  righteoufncfs  are  they  eftablifhed, 
and  are  far  fronn  oppreflion,  the  terror  whereof  cannot 
come  near  them. 

There  are  three  or  four  things  yet  more  on^my  heart 
to  mention  concerning  the  gofpel  ftate. 

Firft,  In  it  the  gofpel  faft  is  known  j  which  is  not  to 
afflift  the  foul,  or  to  hang  down  the  head  like  a^bul- 
rufh  for  a  day  j  but  to  loofe  the  bands  of  wicked  nefs, 
to  undo  the  heavy  burdens,  to  let  the  opprefled  go 
free,  to  break  every  yoke,  to  deal  one's  bread  to  the 
hungry  ("  to  vilit  the  fatherlefs  and  widows  in  their 
"  afflidlion,"  and  to  keep  one's  felf  unfpotted  frona 
the  worldly  fpirit  and  nature,  which  defiles,  ar^d  fo  not 
to  touch  the  unclean  thing). 

Then  the  light  of  the  foul  breaks  forth  as  the  momr 
ing,  and  its  health  fprings  forth  fpeedily,  and  its 
righteoufncfs  goeth  before  it  (for  that  which  judgeth 
unrighteoufnefs,  that  is  its  righteoufncfs  j  which  in- 
ftead  of  coming  after,  to  reprove  and  condemn,  now 
goeth  before),  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  the  re- 
ward, coming  after  to  preferve  and  defend  all  that 
fprings  up  in  the  power.  Qh  !  bleiTed  is  he  that  wit-? 
neffeth  this  ftate ! 

Secondly,  In  the  gofpel  ftate  the  gofpel  fabbath  is 
kept,  and  known  to  be  God's  holy  day,  and  called  4 
delight  (the  holy  of  the  Lord,  honourable),  and  the 
Lord  is  honoured  in  it  by  the  foul  while  it  walketh  not 
in  its  own  ways,  nor  findeth  its  own  pleafures,  nor 
fpeaketh  its  own  words  :  and  then  the  foul  delighteth 
itfelf  in  the  Lord,  who  then  (in  this  ftate)  caufeth  it 
to  ride  on  the  high  places  of  the  earth,  and  feedeth  it 
with  the  heritage  of  Jacob  its  father.  What  is  that  ? 
What  is  Jacob's  heritage  ?  What  is  it  Jacob  is  to  bp 
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fed  with,  and  inherit  ?  Is  it  any  lefs  than  the  life  and 
bleflednefs  of  the  promifed  land  ?  Is  it  any  lefs  than 
the  hidden  manna  ?  Is  it  any  lefs  than  the  fruit  of  th 
living  vine  ?  Is  it  any  other  than  the  fweetnefs  and 
fatnefs  of  the  true  olive-tree  ? 

Thirdly,  In  it  the  garment  of  falvation  is  put  on,  even 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chriftj  for  here  the  filthy  garments  are 
put  off,  and  the  pure  garments  put  on.  For  here  the 
Lord  hath  appointed  to  them  that  "  have  mourned  in 
*'  Sion,  to  give  them  beauty  for  afhes,  the  oil  of  joy 
"  for  mourning,  and  the  garment  of  praife  for  the 
*f  fpirit  of  heavinefs,"  that  they  might  be  called  trees 
of  righteoufnefs,  the  planting  of  the  Lord,  that  he 
might  be  glorified.  So  that  here  the  foul  can  truly 
fay,  "  I  will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  my  foul  fhall 
**  be  joyful  in  my  God ;  for  he  hath  clothed  me  with 
<*  the  garments  of  falvation  j  he  hath  covered  me  with 
<*  the  robe  of  righteoufnefs."  For  as  the  earth  bring- 
eth  forth  her  bud,  and  as  the  garden  caufeth  the  things 
that  are  fown  in  it  to  fprjng  forth,  fo  the  Lord  bath 
caufed  righteoufnefs  and  praife  to  fpring  forth  before 
the  eyes  of  all  that  are  truly  opened  by  him;  and  he 
will  not  draw  back  his  arm,  or  put  up  the  fword  which 
he  hath  drawn,  till  he  hath  deftroyed  his  adverfarieSj^ 
and  laid  wafte  the  mount  of  Efau,  and  made  his  Jeru- 
falem  the  praife  of  the  whole  earth.  Amen^  hallelujah! 

And  here  is  the  love  which  cafteth  out  fear,  and  re- 
moveth  care  ;  fo  that  they  that  dwell  here  are  careful 
in  nothing,  but  in  every  thing  make  their  requefts 
known  to  God  by  prayer  and  fupplication,  with  thankf- 
giving ;  "  and  the  peace  of  God,  which  pafieth  all 
*'  underftanding,"  guards  the  heart  and  mind,  through 
Chrift  Jcfus.  So  that  here  God  glorificth  the  foul, 
changing  it  from  glory  to  glory,  in  and  by  his  Spirit ; 
and  God  is  praifed  and  glorified  in  and  by  the  foul, 
and  the  heart  kept  pure  and  chafte  in  the  eye  of  the 
Lordi  and  the  converfation  ordered  aright  by  his  Spirit 
and  power,  in  which  the  foul  lives  and  walks,  and  his 
falvation  {^tn  and  enjoyed  daily  more  and  more.  So 
that  here  is  a  poffefTion  or  inheritance  of  life  in  the 
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kingdom  (in  the  holy  land  of  the  living)  of  which 
there  is  no  end,  Everlafting  endlefs  prayers  to  the 
Holy  One  of  Ifrael  (whofe  tabernacle  is  with  men, 
and  who  dwelleth  in  the  nriidft;  of  his  people)  for  ever 
and  ever. 

Now  if  any  one  doubt  concerning  the  truth  of  thefe 
things,  this  word  is  in  my  heart  to  fuch,  ComCi  and  fee. 
Oh !  come  and  fee  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  and  the 
power  of  his  life,  and  righteoufnefs  of  his  kingdom, 
which  is  now  revealed,  after  the  long  night  of  dark- 
nefs  1  Oh !  blelTed,  bleffed  be  his  name,  who  hath 
caufed  his  light  to  fhine,  and  opened  the  eye  (which 
was  once  blind)  to  fee  it ! 

Queft.  But  how  may  I  come  to  fee  the  glory  of  the  gofpel 
ft  ate  ^i 

AnJ.  Come  to  the  feed,  and  wait  to  feel  and  receive 
the  power  which  raifeth  the  feed  in  the  heart,  and 
bringeth  the  heart,  foul,  mind,  and  fpirit  into  union 
with  the  feed. 

Queft.  But  how  may  I  come  to  the  feed  y  and  how  may 
I  wait  aright  to  feel  and  receive  the  ■power  which  raifeth 
it? 

Anf.  Mind  that  in  thee  which  fearcheth  the  heart, 
and  what  it  reacheth  to,  and  quickeneth  in  thee  \  what 
it  draweth  thee  from,  what  it  draweth  thee  to  ;  how 
it  Iheweth  thee  thine  own  inability  to  follow,  and  how 
it  giveth  ability  when  thou  art  weary  of  toiling  and 
labouring  of  thyfelf.  Oh  !  this  is  he  whom  we  have 
waited  for  !  Thus  he  appeared  to  us ;  thus  he  taught 
us  to  turn  in,  and  to  turn  from  the  kingdom  of  dark- 
nefs  within,  towards  the  kingdom  of  light,  which  the 
good  feedfman  had  fown  in  us  as  a  grain  of  muftard- 
feed;  which  when  we  found,  we  knew  it  to  be  the 
pearl  of  price,  'and  were  made  willing  lofell  all  for  it ; 
and  now  it  is  purchafed,  and  alfo  poflefled  in  a  good 
meafure ;  blefied  be  the  name  of  our  merciful  God, 
and  tender  Father,  for  ever  and  ever. 

O  hungering  and  thirfting  foul  after  life  (after  truth, 
after  the  Lamb's  righteoufnefs),  do  thou  alfo  wait  to 
be  taught  of  the  Lord    (who  thus  taught  us),  and 

then 
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then  do  thou  go  and  do  fo  likewife,  and  thou  will 
never  repent  of  this  purchafe,  or  of  what  thou  parteft 
with  for  it,  when  once  thou  comeft  to  enjoy  and  pofTefs 
any  proportion  of  it. 

The  Lord  make  thee  fenfible  of  the  vifits,  drawings, 
and  leadings  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  and  guide  thy  feet 
thereby  into  ;he  way  of  truth  and  peace.     Anien, 

XX, 

Conceding  Ba-ptifm, 

*^  He  that  believeth,  and  is  baptized,  fhall  be  laved; 
"  but  he  that  believeth  not,  fhall  be  damned," 
Mark  xvi.  16, 

THIS  is  a  very  weighty  fcripture,  and  neceflary' 
for  every  Chriftian  rightly  to  underftand,  that  he 
may  fo  believe,  and  be  fo  baptized,  as  to  witnefs  fal- 
vation  by  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrill. 

Now  what  believing  is  this  which  is  here  required 
as  neceffary  to  falvation,  and  which  the  promife  of  fal- 
vation  is  to  ?  Is  it  any  thing  lefs  than  a  helievivg  in  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrijly  from  ^  fenfe  of  the  power  which  the 
Father  hath  given  him  to  fiive  with  ?  Is  it  not  an  in- 
ward believing,  a  believing  with  the  heart  ?  And  what 
baptifm  or  walhing  is  it  which  faves  ?  Is  it  not  an  in- 
ward wafhing,  a  walhing  of  the  foul,  a  wafning  of 
the  heart,  a  wafhing  of  the  confcience  from  dead 
works  to  ferve  the  living  God  ?  Doth  outward  wafhing 
fave  the  foul  ?  Inward  walhing  doth  ;  baptizing  into 
the  name  doth.  Bodily  exercife  profiteth  little;  but 
godlinefs  (the  inwardly  renewing  and  wafhing  of  the 
mind)  profiteth  greatly. 

There  is  one  faith,  one  baptifm.  Is  not  the  true 
faith  inward  and  fpiritual  ?  Is  not  the  one  baptifm  fo 
alfo  ?  Sure  I  am,  that  he  that  thus  believeth,  and  is 
baptized,  fliall  be  faved ;  but  he  that  believeth  not, 
remaineth  in  the  filthy,  unwafhed  ftatc,  in  which  there 

neither 
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neither  is,  nor  can  be,  falvation ;  but  judgment  and 
condemnation,  death  and  deftrudion,  for  ever. 

The  apoftle  Peter  fhews,  Pec.  ill,  what  the  baptifm 
is  which  faveth,  even  that  which  is  the  antitype,  or 
which  inwardly  or  fpiritually  anfwers  to  Noah's  ark. 
The  Greek  word  is  AyJiryT©-,  which  fignifieth  the  an^ 
titypd  or  that  which  anfwers  to  the  type  i  the  fub- 
itance,  which  comes  inftead  of  the  figure  or  fhadow ; 
and  fo  it  is  more  properly  and  naturally  rendered  in 
the  old  tranflation  thus :  The  baptifm  that  now  is^  an- 
Jwering  that  figurey  Javeth.  For  as  Noah's  ark  faved 
the  bodies  of  thofe  that  were  In  it  when  God  came  t<;> 
judge  and  deftroy  the  old  world  ;  fo  the  inward  walh- 
ing  faveth  thofe  that  are  wafhed  thereby  from  the, 
•wrath  and  deftrudion  which  will  come  upon  all  that 
are  unwafhed,  \fK  a'j*/vJ*u.  ? 

Now  left  any  fhould  mifunderftand  and  mifapply 
his  words,  as  if  he  fpake  (Concerning  outward  baptifm, 
or  walhing,  he  explaineth  himfelf  in  the  following 
words :  "  Not"  (faith  he)  "  the  putting  away  of  the 
«  filth  of  the  flefli,  not  the  outward  wafhing  of  the 
**  body,"  that  is  not  it  that  faves  ;  but  that  baptifm 
which  caufeth  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience  towards 
God,  by  the  refurreftion  of  Jefus  Chrift.  For  this  is 
the  effeft  of  the  inward  baptifm ;  fin  being  wafhed 
away  by  the  water  of  life,  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb, 
that  which  is  new,  that  which  is  renewed,  rifcth  up 
out  of  the  water  which  wafheth  away  fin  j  and  then 
the  pure  and  good  confcience  anfwers  to  God,  and  the 
foul  knows  and  partakes  of  both  the  death  and  refur- 
reftion  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  j  and  fo  being  bap» 
tized  by  the  one  baptifm,  even  the  baptifm  of  Chrift, 
into  the  one  body,  comes  into  the  ftate  and  fellowfhip 
of  the  living.  Another  apoftle  alfo  fpeaketh  of  the 
inward  waftiing,  even  the  walhing  of  regeneration, 
and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft- ;  by  which,  faith  he, 
«*  God  according  to  his  mercy  faved  us,"  Tit.  iii.  5. 

The  apoftle  Paul  fpeaks  of  a  **  circumcifion  made 
**  without  hands,"  and  tells  wherein  it  confifts  -,  to 
wit,  in  putting  off  the  body  of  the  fins  of  the  flelh  x 
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and  Ihewethhow  this  is  cfFeftedj  namely,  not  byMofes's 
circuincifion,  but  by  the  circumcifion  of  Chrift,  Col, 
ii.  21.  And  truly  they  who  are  thus  circumcifed,  are 
the  true  circumcifion,  the  fpiritual  circumcifion,  who 
worfhip  God  in  the  Spirit,  and  have  no  confidence  in 
the  flclh,  but  rejoice  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  thus  circum- 
cifeth  them.  Now  in  the  next  verfe  he  fpeaketh  of 
baptifm,  "  of  being  buried  with  Chrift  in  baptifm, 
*'  and  of  rifing  with  him  in  the  fame,  through  the 
*«  faith  of  the  operation  of  God,  who  raifed  him  from 
'*  the  dead,'-  What  is  this  baptifm  ?  Is  it  inferior  to 
the  circumcifion  before  fpoken  of?  Is  it  not  without 
hands  alfo  ?  What  is  it  that  buries  into  the  death  of 
Chrift  i  that  raifeth  into  the  life  of  Chrift  through  the 
faith  of  the  operation  of  God  ?  Is  not  this  the  one 
fpiritual  and  heavenly  baptifm,  wherewith  the  one 
body  is  baptized  by  the  one  Spirit  ?  What  doth  out- 
ward circumcifion  avail  ?  Poth  it  avail  any  thing  ? 
What  doth  outward  waftiing  avail  ?  Doth  it  avail  any 
more  than  outward  circumcifion  ?  But  the  inward  cir- 
cumcifion of  the  Jew  inward,  and  the  inward  waftiing 
of  the  foul  from  fin,  doth  avail  very  much. 

Now  for  that  place,  Maft.  xxviii.  19.  where  Chrift 
exprefly  commandeth  baptizing,  it  is  a  queftion  veiy 
weighty,  and  worthy  duly  to  be  confidered,  what  bap- 
tifm he  there  commandeth.  For  if  it  be  outward 
baptifm,  they  greatly  err  who  apprehend  it  to  be  the 
inward  and  fpiritual  baptifm ;  but  if  it  be  the  inward 
and  fpiritual  baptifm  which  Chrift  intended  in  thofc 
Words,  then  they  greatly  err  who  apprehend  it  to  be 
the  outward.  Now  conlider  the  words  in  the  fear  and 
weight  of  God's  Spirit. 

it  is  faid,  "  Go  teach,  baptizing  •,"  but  it  is  not 
faid,  ?f  baptizing  with  water,  but  in  the  name,"  or 
rather  (as  the  Greek  is)  "  into  the  name  of  the  Father, 
**  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft." 

Now  to  baptize  with  water  is  one  thing,  and  to 
baptize  into  the  name  is  another  j  as  they  who  expe- 
rience the  fpiritual  baptifm  know  it  to  be.  For  the 
word  of  faith  turns  men  from  Satan  to  the  power  of 

lifej 
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life  J  and  then  as  they  receive  the  power,  and  are  made 
partakers  of  the  power,  they  are  baptized  into  the 
power  and  virtue  of  life-,  and  fo  they  are  buried  (fo 
far  as  they  conne  into  Chrift)  by  the  power  of  his  Spirit, 
with  this  heavenly  baptifm,  into  death  unto  fin,  and 
by  the  fame  power  are  made  alive  unto  righteoufnefs  j 
and  fo  the  name  of  the  Lord,  the  name  of  the  Father, 
Son  and  Spirit,  comes  over  them,  and  they  rife  up  in 
it  unto  life  and  righteoufnefs,  and  fo  are  dead  unto  fin, 
and  alive  unto  God.  Now  any  outward  circumcifin» 
or  walhing  can  be  but  a  figure  of  this  ;  but  the  inward 
circumcifing  and  wafhing  is  the  thing  itfelf.  For 
Chrift  fent  not  his  able  minifters  of  the  New  Teftament 
to  minifter  the  letter,  or  to  minifter  the  figures  of 
things  J  but  to  minifter  the  Spirit  (elfe  how  were 
they  able  minifters  of  the  Spirit  ?)  to  minifter  the 
fubftance  ;  not  to  minifter  a  circumcifion  or  baptifm 
which  might  be  ftiaken  and  pafs  away,  as  outward 
and  elementary,  but  to  minifter  the  circumcifion 
and  baptifm  which  cannot  be  ftiaken  ;  which  is  the 
circumcifion  and  baptifm  of  the  gofpel,  the  circum- 
cifion and  baptifm  of  the  Spirit,  the  circumcifion  and 
baptifm  of  the  kingdom,  which  is  never  to  be  ftiaken 
and  pafs  away  as  elementary,  but  to  ftand  and  abide  for 
ever.  Read  Heb.  xii.  26,  27,  28.  and  confider  how 
all  elementary  and  outward  things  which  could  be 
ftiaken,  were  to  be  ftiaken  and  pafs  away ;  that  thofe 
things  which  were  of  an  higher  nature  (even  of  the 
nature  of  the  kingdom),  might  remain  and  be  efta- 
bliftied  in  their  ftead. 

And  indeed  as  the  inward  circumcifion  could  not  be 
throughly  and  alone  eftabliflied  while  the  figure  there- 
of remained,  the  fame  may  be  truly  faid  concerning 
the  inward  baptifm  j  fo  that  by  this  it  may  appear,  that 
the  baptifm  of  water  cannot  be  the  baptifm  which 
Chrift  intended  in  this  place,  becaufe  the  baptifm 
here  fpoken  of  was  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the 
world  i  but  the  baptifm  of  water  is  plainly  of  fuch 
an  outward  elementary  nature,  as  might  be  ftiaken  as 
well  as  circumcifion^  and  fo  was  to  be  ftiaken  in  due 

time^ 
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time,  that  that  which  could  not  be  fhaken  might  re- 
main. Read  alfo  Rev.  xi.  12.  where  it  is  plainly 
fignified,  under  that  phrafe  of  the  outward  court  being 
left  out  of  God's  meafure,  and  given  to  the  Gentiles, 
that  things  of  fuch  a  nature  were  Ihaken ;  and  fo  were 
thofe  that  were  not  the  true  and  fpiricual  worfhippers 
in  God's  fight.  For  they  are  Jews  under  the  gofpel 
who  are  Jews  inwardly  j  and  they  who  are  not  Jews 
inwardly,  are  by  God's  Spirit  numbered  amongft  the 
Gentiles.  And  confider  how  not  only  the  notorious 
Heathen,  but  fuch  as  had  got  "  the  form  of  godlinefs, 
"  but  denied  the  power  thereof,"  were  rejefted,  with 
their  outfide  fhadows,  as  really  as  outward  Jerufalemi 
was  rejedcd  to  be  trodden  under  foot  of  the  Gentiles. 

Obj.  I.  But  againji  this  it  is  ohje^ed^  that  the  baptifm 
of  the  Spirit  cannot  be  the  baptijmjpoken  of  in  this  place^ 
becaufe  the  baptifm  fpoken  of  in  this  place  is  commanded ; 
but  the  baptifm  of  the  Spirit  was  never  commanded,  nor 
was  it  any  man  s  fin  not  to  befo  baptized, 

Anf.  Surely  this  is  a  great  miftake.  Was  the  in- 
ward wafliing  of  the  heart  never  commanded  ?  *'  Rent 
*^  your  hearts,  and  not  your  garments."  What  is  this 
but  the  fpiritual  baptifm  ?  The  gofpel  is  a  miniftration 
of  inward  things,  and  the  inward  things  are  ftriftly 
commanded  there.  Can  any  man  be  faved  without 
inward  baptizing  ?  and  is  he  not  commanded  to  re- 
ceive inward  baptizing  ?  and  doth  he  not  fm,  if  he  do 
not  wait  to  receive  it,  and  give  up  his  heart  and  foul 
to  be  baptized  by  God's  Holy  Spirit  ?  If  the  eye  were 
opened  in  people  to  look  into  the  gofpel-miniftration, 
and  into  the  inward  nature  of  things,  this  might  eafily 
be  demonilrated  to  the  leall  babe  there.  For  as  the 
gofpel  was  before  the  law,  and  could  not  be  difan- 
nulled  by  the  law  \  fo  this  miniftration  of  the  Spirit's 
baptifm  (for  nature  and  kind)  was  long  before  John's 
baptifm,  and  could  not  be  disannulled  by  any  outward 
miniftration  of  baptifm,  but  abideth  the  fame  for  ever ; 
and  is  to  have  its  place  in  the  gofpel-ftate,  where  the 
figures  and  Ihadows  of  things  pais  away,  and  that  which 

is 
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is  true,   lafting  and  fubftantial,  filleth  up  the  room 
thereof. 

Now  the  baptifm  of  the  Spirit,  or  the  fpiritual  wafh- 
ing  and  circumcifing  the  heart  (which  is  all  one  in 
fubftance),  was  called  for  and  required  of  the  Jews 
under  the  law  j  and  it  was  their  fin  not  to  anfwer  God's 
call  and  requiring  therein.  Confider  thefe  fcriptures 
following,  with  many  more  of  the  like  nature  i  "  Break 
••  up  your  fallow  ground,  and  fow  not  among  thorns," 
Jer.  iv.  3.  Can  the  fallow  ground  be  broken  up,  and 
the  thorns  rooted  out  (elfe  the  fowing  will  be  amongll 
them),  without  the  circumcifion  or  baptifm  of  the 
Spirit,  which  is  all  one  in  nature  or  ground  ?  Again : 
«*  Circumcife  the  forefkin  of  your  hearts,  and  be  no 
**  more  ftiff-necked,"  Deut.  x.  16.  "  Make  you  a 
"  new  heart  and  a  new  fpirit  j  for  why  will  ye  die, 
*'  O  houfe  of  Ifrael !"  Ezek.  xviii.  31.  (Is  not  this  all 
one  in  fubftance  with  that  fcripture,  "  He  that  be- 
**  lieveth  and  is  baptized,  fhall  be  faved  ?)  O  Jeru- 
"  falem,  wafti  thine  heart  from  wickednefs,  that  thou 
**  mayeft  be  faved !  How  long  fhall  thy  vain  thoughts 
*'  lodge  within  thee  l"  Jer.  iv.  14.  "  Walh  ye,  make 
'•  you  clean,  put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings  from 
**  before  mine  eyes;  ceafe  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do 
"  well;  feek  judgment,  relieve  the  opprefTed,  judge 
*'  the  fatherlefs,  plead  for  the  widow.  Come  now, 
•*  and  let  us  reafon  together,  faith  the  Lord  j  though 
**  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they  fhall  be  as  white  as 
**  fnow ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimfon,  they  fhall 
*«  be  as  wool.  If  ye  be  willing  and  obedient,  ye  fliall 
"  eat  the  good  of  the  land  •,  but  if  ye  refufe  and  rebel, 
«*  ye  fhall  be  devoured  with  the  fword  :  for  the  mouth 
"  of  the  Lord  hath  fpoken  it,"  Ifai.  i,  16.  to  21. 

Is  not  here  the  true  baptifm,  and  the  remiflion  of 
lins,  which  enfueth  thereupon,  with  the  blefllng  on 
the  baptized  eftate,  and  the  curfe  on  the  unbaptized, 
which  extendeth  both  to  Jew  and  Gentile  ?  for  with 
God  there  is  no  re/pe^  of  per/ons. 

Oh  !  that  men  could  read  the  fcriptures  of  truth, 
with  the  true  fpirit  ai]d  with  the  true  underftanding  ! 

For 
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F<br  tliefc  things  which  were  written  to  the  people  of 
the  Jews,  were  written  for  our  learning ;  and  precious 
things  may  be  learned  from  the  fcriptures,  by  thofe 
whofe  eyes  are  opened  by  the  Lord,  and  who  keep 
clofe  in  their  reading  to  that  which  anointeth  and 
openeth  the  eye;  whereas  others  cannot  but  mifunder- 
ftand  and  wrell  them,  to  their  own  great  danger  at 
leaft,  if  not  to  the  ruin  and  deftrudion  of  their 
fouls. 

1  fhall  here  mention  but  one  place  more,  which  is 
that  of  Pfal.  li.  17.  "  The  facrifices  of  God  are  a 
"  broken  fpirit  j  a  broken  and  contrite  heart,  O  God, 
*'  thou  wilt  not  defpife."  Can  any  offer  up  the  facri- 
fice  to  God,  but  he  who  is  inwardly  and  fpiritually 
wafhed  from  that  which  defileth  and  hardeneth  ?  And 
doth  not  God  require  this  baptifm  ?  And  what  is  this 
but  the  baptifm  of  the  Spirit  ?  who  thus  wafheth  the 
foul  with  his  heavenly  water,  in  the  miniftration  of 
his  word  and  power,  when  the  virtue  and  efficacy 
thereof  reacheth  the  heart,   in  and  through  the  faith. 

Obj.  2.  T'he  baptifm  of  the  Spirit  cannot  be  here  intend" 
ed,  becaufe  this  baptifm  is  to  be  adr.iiniftered  by  men ;  but 
the  baptifm  of  the  Spirit  was  never  adminifiered  by  men  j 
Jejus  Chrifi  was  the  alone  minifter  of  this  baptifm. 

AnJ.  The  apoftle  faith,  *'  that  God  had  made  them 
"  able  minifters  of  the  New  Teftament  j  not  of  the 
"  letter,  but  of  the  Spirit :  for  the  letter  killeth,  but 
*'  the  Spirit  giveth  life,"  1  Cor.  iii.  6. 

Mark ;  They  were  made  able  minifters  by  God,  of 
that  which  giveth  life  :  and  that  they  did  minifter  the 
Spirit  by  impofition  of  hands,  is  manifeft.  Ads  xix.  6. 
and  in  many  other  fcriptures. 

Indeed  the  apoftles  were  not  able  of  themfelves,  Or 
by  any  virtue  or  ftrength  of  their  own,  to  beget  men 
to  God,  or  to  baptize  men  into  his  name  and  power  j 
but  their  fufficiency  was  of  God. 

Again,  Paul  was  fent  to  the  Gentiles,  to  open  their 
eyes.  Ads  xxvi.  18.  Now,  opening  the  eyes  of  the 
blind  is  as  peculiar  to  Chrift,  as  baptizing  with  the 
Spirit  can  be. 

Whei> 
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When  Chrift  gave  his  apoftles  commiflion  to  teach, 
baptizing,  he  told  them,  "  All  power  in  heaven  and 
«  earth  was  given  himj"  and  bid  them  not  *' depart 
*«  from  Jerufalem,  but  wait  for  the  promife  of  the 
«'  Father  :  for  John  truly  baptized  with  water,  but  ye 
*'  fhall  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  not  many  days 
♦«  hence  •,"  and  that  then  they  (hould  receive  power. 
What  to  do  ?  To  baptize  with  water  ?  or  to  baptize 
into  the  name  with  the  fame  baptifm  wherewith  they 
themfelves  were  baptized  ?  See  Matt,  xxviii.  and 
Ads  i. 

Now  if  this  commiflion  (here  given  to  the  apoftles. 
Matt,  xxviii.  i6.  &c.)  was  to  baptize  with  water, 
then  Paul  was  inferior  to  the  other  apoftles  :  for  he, 
though  he  had  feen  the  Lord,  and  was  fent  from  him 
to  open  the  eyes  of  the  Gentiles  j  yet  he  was  not  fent 
to  baptize  with  water,  as  he  exprefsly  faith  :  •<  He 
•«  was  not  fent  to  baptize"  (that  is,  outwardly  with 
water)  "  but  to  preach  the  gofpel.''  But  if  the  bap- 
tifm intended  by  Chrift  was  inward  and  fpiritual,  even 
into  the  name,  virtue,  life,  and  power  of  the  Spirit,, 
then  Paul  had  the  apoftolick  commiflion  as  fully  as 
any  of  the  reft,  and  the  grace  and  power  of  God  did 
work  as  mightily  in  him  to  this  end,  as  in  any  of 
them. 

But  men  are  as  much  miftaken  about  the  teaching 
required  by  this  commiflion,  as  about  this  baptifnni : 
for  this  teaching  is  not  a  literal  teaching  of  things,  or 
a  difcipline  into  an  outward  knowledge  and  way,  but 
a  teaching  in  the  Spirit  and  power;  and  him  whom 
God  cnableth  fo  to  do,  he  alfo  enableth  to  baptize 
into  the  fame  Spirit  and  power.  Yea,  indeed,  when 
the  life  and  power  minifters  (the  word  fpoken  being 
mixed  with  faith  in  them  that  hear),  it  brings  the 
earthly  part  under,  and  brings  the  life  and  power  of 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  over  the  heart  and  fpirit.  And 
this  is  the  true  baptifm,  and  the  fubftance  of  the 
figure  or  fliadow,  which  was  before  the  figure  either 
of  baptifm  or  circumcifion  was^  and  remains  when 
they  are  gone. 

Qbj.  3. 
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Obj.  3.  'This  baptifm  in  the  commijjitjr^  was  to  all  na- 
tions ;  but  the  baptifm  of  the  Spirit  fell  only  on  feme  few 
at  the  beginning. 

Anf.  The  promlfe  of  receiving  the  Spirit  is  upon 
believing,  and  it  extendeth  to  every  one  that  believeth. 
**■  He  that  believeth  on  me,"  as  the  fcripture  hath 
faid,  **  out  of  his  belly  lliall  flow  rivers  of  living 
"  water  ;"  but  this  fpake  he  of  the  Spirit,  which  they 
that  believe  on  him  lliould  receive,  John  vii.  38,  39. 

Anfwerably  Peter  faid  to  that  great  affembly  to, 
which  he  preached,  whereof  there  were  added  about 
three  thoufand  fouls,  "  Repent  and  be  baptized  every 
"  one  of  you,  in  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift,  for  the 
"  remifTion  of  fins,  and  ye  Ihall  receive  the  gift  of 
"  the  Holy  Ghofl :  for  the  promife  is  unto  you,  and 
"  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  even 
"  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  fhall  call,"  A6ts  ii. 

38*  39- 

Indeed  feveral  gifts  of  the  Spirit  were  given  (fome 
to  one,  fome  to  another,  according  to  the  pleafure  of 
the  giver)  and  diverfities  of  manifeftations  and  ope- 
rations of  the  fame  inward  life  and  power :  but  every 
one  received  fo  much  of  the  Spirit  as  to  make  him  a 
fon,  and  to  cry  Abha^  Father^  and  to  wafh  him. 

And  this  is  the  one  wafliing  which  all  the  flock  arc 
wafhed  with,  and  fo  baptized  into  the  one,  pure,  living 
body  :  and  this  is  the  fubitancc  of  the  figure,  which 
fubftance  belongs  to  the  gofpel-fl:ate;  though  God  alfo 
faw  an  ufe  of  fome  figures  in  that  day,  and  fo  inclined 
their  hearts  then  to  make  ufe  of  them,  which  his  ga- 
thered fons  and  daughters  (by  the  gofpel-fpirit  and 
power  in  this  day)  would  make  ufe  of  alio,  if  the 
Lord  did  fo  require  them.  For  the  Lord  is  our  judge, 
and  the  Lord  is  our  king,  the  Lord  is  our  lawgiver; 
who  by  his  Spirit  and  power  determines  in  every  age 
what  he  would  have  his  people  do ;  and  who  leads 
into  the  way  of  life,  truth,  and  holinefs,  which  always 
was  and  is  but  one  and  the  fame  for  ever. 

And  what  if  the  Lord,  who  hath  caufed  his  everlafl:- 
ing  day  to  dawn  again,  and  the  everlafl:ing  gofpel  to 
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be  preached  again,  will  have  every  ftiadow  and  figure 
to  fly  away  (feeing  they  are  but  one  elementary  nature 
and  ufe,  and  not  everlafting  and  abiding) ;  who  may 
gainfay  him  herein,  and  lay,  that  this  is  not  the  mini- 
ftration  of  the  everlafting  fubftance,  or  the  fame  gofpel 
the  apoftles  preached,  becaufe  fome  fhadows  which 
they  expeft,  and  have  a  ftrong  belief  concerning,  are 
not  found  herein  ? 

Obj.  4.  The  baptifm  in  this  commijjion  cannot  he  the 
haptifm  of  the  Spirit ^  becaufe  it  is  to  be  adminijiered  in  the 
name  of  the  Spirit, 

AnJ,  The  Greek  word  is  not  iv^  which  fignifieth  in ; 
but  €/f,  which  fignifies  into:  fo  that  the  baptifm  here 
commanded  is  to  baptize  into  the  name,  into  the 
Father's  name,  into  the  Son's  name,  into  the  Spirit's 
name,  by  turning  them  from  darknefs  to  light,  from 
the  power  of  Satan  to  God  j  and  then  the  power  and 
life  of  God's  holy  Spirit  comes  over  their  hearts  and 
minds,  and  breaketh  the  power  of  Satan,  and  waflieth 
their  confciences  from  that  which  is  dead,  and  plungeth 
or  dippeth  them  into  that  which  is  living. 

Now  as  God  made  them  able  minifters  of  the  New 
Teftament  (which  is  a  fpiritual  miniftry,  an  inward 
miniftry),  and  gave  them  the  heavenly  treafure  of  life 
and  of  his  Spirit  to  minifter  with  ;  fo  he  required  and 
expected  of  them  the  work  of  the  fpiritual  miniftry, 
which  was  the  fpiritual  teaching  and  fpiritual  bap- 
tizing into  the  inward  name. 

But  that  there  was  alfo  a  baptizing  with  outward 
water,  that  I  do  not  deny  ;  and  that  it  was  of  ufe, 
as  a  type  to  the  weak  and  ceremonious  ftate  the" 
Jews  were  in  (when  Chrift  fent  forth  his  apoftles  to 
gather  them  out  of  the  law-ftate  into  the  gofpel-ftate) 
1  am  alio  fatisfied  in  :  but  it  hath  been  fince  corrupted, 
and  fet  up  above  its  place  by  apoftatesj  and  everyone 
fhould  confider  and  wait  on  the  Lord,  to  know  what 
God  requires  and  will  accept  of  him.  For  the  king- 
dom of  God  ftands  not  in  meats  or  drinks,  or  any 
outward  walhings,  nor  comes  in  the  way  of  man's 
obfwviition,  but  in  an  heavenly  feed,  and  in  the  Holy 
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Spirit  and  power  of  life  j  which,  happy  are  they  who 
are  made  partakers  of,  baptized  with,  and  led  by, 
God  will  try  every  man's  religion,  work  and  praftices, 
by  the  true  reed  or  meafurlng  line  :  blefled  is  he  whofe 
religion  will  bear  that  trial ! 

It  is  a  great  matter  to  know  the  gofpel-ftate  and 
miniftration,  the  gofpel-Spirit  and  power,  the  gofpel- 
church  and  ordinances,  the  words  of  the  holy  prophets 
concerning  the  day  of  the  gofpel,  the  words  of  Chrift 
concerning  the  kingdom  and  power  of  God,  the  words 
of  the  apoftles  concerning  the  myftery  of  faith,  and  the 
Word  which  was  from  the  beginning. 

Thefe  are  weighty  things,  and  of  great  concern- 
ment, about  which  men  may  eafily  mifs  and  wreft  the 
fcripcures,  unlels  they  be  enlightened  by  the  Lord  in 
the  renewing  of  their  minds,  and  their  eye  kept  to 
the  holy  anointing,  that  they  may  not  out-run  (and 
fo  imagine  and  conci^ive  of  themfelves  according  to 
their  own  ability  of  underftanding),  but  know  and, 
keep  to  the  gift  and  infpiration  of  the  Almighty, 
which  giveth  true  underftanding.  For  as  no  man 
knoweth  the  mind  of  a  man,  but  man's  own  fpiric 
within  him  j  fo  the  mind  of  God  (in  the  words  which 
his  Spirit  fpake),  no  man  knoweth  but  his  Spirit. 
And  there  is  a  key  of  knowledge  to  open  the  words 
of  fcripture  by,  which  they  cannot  be  opened  without; 
I  mean,  fuch  fcriptures  as  relate  to  the  myftery  of  life 
and  falvadon,  which  was  always  hid  from  the  wife  and 
prudent  in  every  age. 

The  Pharifees  had  got  a  great  deal  of  knowledge 
and  underftanding  of  the  law  of  God,  and  prophecies 
of  things  to  come,  from  the  words  of  Mofes  and  the 
prophets  ;  but  they  had  not  the  key  of  knowledge ; 
and  "  fo  they  erred,  not  knowing  the  fcriptures"  (not- 
withftanding  all  their  diligent  reading  and  ftudying 
them),  nor  the  power  of  God. 

Every  one  had  need  be  wary  left  he  err  after  the 
fame  manner,  and  fo  fet  up  his  own  apprehenftons 
from  the  fcriptures,  inftead  of  God's  truth  and  the 
mind  of  his  Holy  Spirit  i  for  then  he  cannot  but  alfo 
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Gppofe  that  which  is  indeed  his  truth,  and  truly  agree* 
able  to  the  fcriptures,  though  to  man's  mif-biafled 
judgment  it  may  feem  different  or  contrary. 

The  Lord  beget  in  peoples  hearts  true  defires  after 
himfelf,  and  guide  them  into  the  way  wherein  they 
may  obtain  all  the  defires  of  their  fouls,  which  he 
begets  in  them  •,  and  the  Lord  preferve  all  that  fear 
him,  from  clafhing  againft  the  prefent  difpenfation  of 
his  life  and  power  in  their  day  and  generation  ! 

The  Pharifees  little  thought  they  would  have  killed 
the  prophets,  had  they  lived  in  their  days  :  nay,  they 
greatly  condemned  their  fathers  for  fo  doing  ;  and  yet 
they  themfelves  crucified  Chrift.  And  many  now 
little  think  they  would  have  crucified  Chrift,  had  they 
lived  in  the  days  of  his  flefh ;  and  yet  they  difdain, 
reproach,  and  perfecute  the  appearance  of  the  fame 
Spirit,  life  and  power,  as  it  now  appeareth  in  the  faints, 
whom  he  hath  redeemed  and  dwelleth  in,  and  in  whom 
he  manifefteth  himfelf,  preacheth  and  fuffereth,  what-* 
ever  men  think  of  them. 

Oh  !  bleffed  are  they  that  are  not  offended  in  Chrift, 
in  the  prefent  appearance  of  his  life  and  power!  For 
they  are  not  offended  at  him  who  gives  life  in  the 
Father's  name  to  all  that  receive  him  and  wait  upon 
him,  and  worftiip  in  the  quickenings  and  virtue  of  his 
Spirit. 

XXL 

Some  ^ejiions  an/were d^  concerning  the  Gentiles  doing 
by  Nature  the  Things  contained  in  the  Law,  and  Jo 
jhewing  the  Work  of  the  Law  written  in  their  Hearts^ 
Rom.  ii.  14,   15. 

Queft.  I.  T)  T  what  nature  did  the  Gentiles  the  things 
j3  contained  in  the  law  ?  By  the  enlightened 
er  unenlightened  nature  ?  By  nature,  as  it  lieth  corrupted 
in  the  fally  or  by  nature  in  Jome  meajure  renewed  by  the 
light  of  God's  Spirit  Jhining  in  the  heart  ?  And  by  what 
(ovenant  was  the  law  written  in  their  hearts  ?  Is  not  the 
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'writing  of  the  law  in  the  heart  a  promife  of  the  new  cove^ 
nant  ?  And  can  it  be  writ  in  any  hearty  but  by  virtue  of 
the  new  covenant  ?  Is  not  the  leafi  writing  of  the  law  in 
the  heart  a  degree  of  the  promife  ?  For  the  old  covenant 
contains  only  the  law  in  the  letter  ;  but  the  new  covenant 
contains  the  writing  of  the  law  in  the  heart  by  the  Spirit. 

Anf.  The  apoftle  had  (hewed  before,  that  that  which 
might  be  known  of  God  was  manifeft  in  them,  for 
God  had  fhewed  it  unto  them  ;  fo  that  they  had  a 
manifeftation  of  the  light  of  God's  Spirit  in  them, 
whereby  they  might  difcern  his  eternal  power  and  god- 
head, in  or  by  the  things  made  j  for  that  which  is 
vifible  iliadows  out  and  declares  that  which  is  invifible, 
which  the  inward  eye  fees,  being  opened  by  the  Lord. 

Now  their  hearts  being  joined  to  this  manifeftation 
of  God  within,  it  changeth  the  heart  and  nature  j  and 
in  the  changed  heart  and  nature,  God  writes  his  law ; 
and  th$  law  being  writ  in  any  meafure  in  the  heart, 
it  hath  fome  power  upon  man,  to  caufe  him  to  fubje6t 
to  it,  and  anfwer  what  God  requires  of  him  thereby  j 
and  fo  his  heart  and  confcience  will  accufe  him,  or 
excufe  him,  as  he  is  found  anfwering  or  rebelling 
againft  the  holy  light  and  law  of  God's  Spirit  within, 
manifefting  the  will  of  God  unto  him.  For  God, 
though  he  peculiarly  chofe  the  Jews,  and  in  that  fenfc 
had  caft  off  the  Gentiles,  not  choofing  them  fo  to  be 
his  peculiar  people,  yet  he  was  not  the  God  of  the 
Jews  only,  but  of  the  Gentiles  alfo ;  and  had  a  care 
of  their  precious  fouls,  vifiting  them  with  that  light, 
and  inward  manifeftation  of  his  Spirit,  which  was  able 
to  fave  and  deliver  them  from  the  darknefs.  And  it 
is  teftified,  they  came  thus  far  by  this  inward  mani- 
feftation of  God  in  their  hearts,  and  what  God  had 
ftiewed  them  thereby,  that  they  knew  God,  Rom.  i. 
21.  They  had  a  true  knowledge  of  God  from  the 
light  within  ;  they  liad  a  meafure  of  the  pure  and 
heavenly  gift :  but  they  were  not  thankful  for  fo  great 
a  gift,  in  their  dark  ftate  ;  and  when  they  came  to 
ibme  true  knowledge,  did  not  glorify  God,  according 
to  what  they  knew  of  the  Lord,  from  the  light  of  his 
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Spirit  within;  but  ran  out  from  the  meafure  of  the 
gift  into  imaginations,  into  the  conceivings  of  their 
own  wifdom  ;  and  this  brought  darknefs  upon  them, 
and  gave  deceit  power  over  their  hearts. 

Now,  if  they  had  not  profefled  themfclves  to  be 
wife,  but  kept  low  to  the  manifeftation  of  God's  Spi- 
rit, and  denied  their  own  wifdom,  they  might  have 
been  truly  wife ;  but  running  out  from  the  meafure  of 
the  gift,  into  their  own  wifdom  and  thoughts,  they 
became  fools  as  to  the  true  wifdom,  and  wandered  into 
grofs  idolatrous  conceptions,  and  brought  great  judg- 
ments from  God  upon  themfelves.  ^nd  this  was  their 
condemnation  (not  that  the  light  of  God  had  not  fhone 
in  their  hearts ;  not  that  that  which  might  be  known 
of  God  was  not  manifeft  in  them  ;  but)  that  they 
loved  their  own  dark  wijdom^  thoughtSy  and  conceivings^ 
more  than  the  manifefiation  of  the  light  of  God's  Spirit 
within. 

Queft.  2.  But  if  God  was  the  God  of  theGentiks^  and 
thus  vifited  them,  were  any  of  them  faved  thereof  ?  Did 
not  all  the  Gentiles  univerfally  perijhi  notwithjlanding  this 
light,  or  manifeftation  of  God's  Spirit  within  ? 

Anf»  God  forbid,  that  the  inward  manifeftation  of 
his  light  and  vifitation  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  Ihould  be 
of  no  cfFeft  to  none  of  the  Gentiles  j  but  that  they 
Ihould  all  perilh  notwithftanding  it  !  It  is  teftified 
here,  that  fome  of  them  came  fo  far  as  to  have  their 
nature  changed,  fo  that  they  were  a  law  to  them- 
fclves, and  did  by  nature  the  things  contained  in  the 
law  J  which  it  is  impoflible  for  corrupt  fallen  man  to 
do.  And  thefe  hearkening  to  that,  and  following  that 
which  led  them  thus  far,  could  not  chufe  but  like  to 
retain  God  in  their  knowledge,  which  the  generality 
(who  followed  their  own  wifUom)  did  not ;  where- 
upon God  gave  them  over  to  a  reprobate  mind,  ver.  28. 

But  now,  thofe  that  had  the  law  written  in  their 
hearts,  and  anfwered  it,  fearing  God,  and  working 
righteoufnefs,  and  liking  to  retain  God  in  their  know- 
ledge, fuch  God  did  not  give  up  to  a  reprobate  mind, 
but  kept  them  favoury  to  himfelf,   and  made  them 
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more  and  more  partakers  of  the  true  and  inward  cir- 
cumcifion  ;  fo  that  their  want  of  outward  circumcifion 
was  no  hinderancc  to  them  as  to  acceptance  with  God, 
but  their  uncircumcifion  went  with  God  for  circumcifion. 

And  this  their  ftate  (from  the  inward  life  and  pow- 
er) judged  the  Jew,  who  boafled  fo  much  of  his  ftate, 
becaufe  of  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  outward  circum- 
cifion, Rom.  ii.  26,  27.  Yea,  this  ftate  fliall  be  juf- 
tified  by  God,  when  "  God  cometh  to  judge  the 
"  fecrecs  of  men  by  Jefus  Chrift,  according  to  my 
"""gofpel"  faid  Paul,  ver.  16.  Jefus  Chrift  is  the 
judge,  who  will  juftify  whatever  his  Spirit  hath  made 
known  of  God  the  Father  in  the  hearts  of  the  Gentiles, 
and  them  in  their  fenfe  thereof,  and  fubjeftion  thereto. 

That  man  who  hath  bowed  to  the  Spirit,  been  taught 
by  the  Spirit  (having  had  the  law  of  God  written  in 
his  heart),  and  learned  obedience  in  the  new  nature, 
fo  as  to  do  the  things  contained  in  the  law,  and  hath 
received  the  inward  circumcifion,  which  cutteth  off, 
teacheth  to  deny,  and  keep  down  that  which  is  cor- 
rupt; which  will  never  anfwer  the  law,  nor  fufFer  the 
man  in  whom  it  rules  to  anfwer  it ;  I  fay,  he  that 
cometh  into  the  fenfe  of  God's  Spirit,  and  the  law 
thereof,  and  into  the  denial  of  his  own  fpirit,  he  bears 
that  which  in  fubftance  is  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  which 
crucifieth  the  worldly  nature  and  fpirit ;  and  as  he  is 
truly  circumcifed,  fo  muft  he  needs  alfo  be  juftified 
and  faved  under  this  yoke.  For  the  Lord  God  of  life, 
the  Father  of  glory,  will  condemn  none  whom  he 
finds  in  Chrift,  fubjecled  to  Chrift,  one  in  nature  with 
the  image  of  his  Son  j  and  Chrift  will  condemn  none 
whom  he  finds  in  his  Spirit,  taught  by  his  Spirit,  re- 
ceiving holy  laws  from  his  Spirit,  and  walking  in  obe- 
dience thereto.  And  indeed  I  doubt  not,  but  the 
merciful  God  hath  faved  many  among  the  Gentiles,  in 
all  ages  and  generations,  by  the  light  of  his  Holy 
Spirit  working  their  minds  into  the  fenfe  thereof,  and 
into  fubje6tion  thereto,  according  to  the  manifeftation 
thereof  within  them.  For  it  is  not  the  having  much 
knowledge  that  faves,   but  the  being  fubjedl  to  the 
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mcafure  of  the  gift  which  comes  from  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  the  Saviour. 

Queft.  3.  But  how  can  thofe  he  jujiified  according  to 
PauFs  gofpely  who  never  heard  Paul's  go/pel  ? 
■  Anf.  Paul's  gofpel  is  the  gofpcl  of  Chrift,  the  ever- 
lifting  gofpelj  the  one  gofpcl,  which  is  the  power 
■v^hich  faves,  which  is  manifefted  in  the  new  covenant 
ivithin  J  which  is  hid  in  them  that  are  loft,  but  reveal- 
ed, in  fome  meafure,  in  all  that  are  faved.  Where- 
cver  the  new  covenant  is,  there  is  the  gofpel ;  where- 
efer  the  law  is  in  any  meafure  .Written  within,  there  is 
fomewhat  of  the  gofpel. 

If  a  man  believe  in  that  which  ftiines  within,  'which 
rrtanifefts  the  will  of  God  within,  he  believes  in  that 
power  which  raifed  oiir  Lord  Jrfns  Chrift  from  the 
grave  ;  and  if  he  lay  hold  on  it  by  faith,  he  lays  hold 
on  God's  ftrength,  which  inwardly  vifits  to  fav«  the 
foul ;  yea,  and  if  he  obey  it,  he  obeys  the  gofpel,  and 
ftiall  not  be  condemned  for  difobedience,  when  Chrift 
appears  in  flames  of  fire,  to  judge- and  (Condemn  all 
the  ungodly. 


V/j, 


'^  '  XXIL 


.»* 


Concerning  the  Rule  of  the  Children  of  the  New  Covenant^ 

WHAT  was  the  rule  of  the  Jew  outward,  as  to 
their  outward  ftate  ?  Was  not  the  law  and  tefti^ 
mony  outward  ?  Did  not  God  make  the  law  in  the 
letter  ?  What  is  the  rule  of  the  Jew  inward  ?  Is  not 
the  law  and  teftimony  inward  ?  Is  not  the  gofpel  a 
miniftration  of  Spirit  and  power?  And  is  it  not  a 
more  glorious  rnioiftration  than  the  law  of  the  letter  ? 
Under  the  law,  God  fpakc  by  Mofcs  and  the  prophets  i 
but  under  the  gofpel  he  fpeaketh  by  his  Son  :  and  do 
not  the  ftiecp  hear  his  Son's  (the  true  Shepherd^s) 
voice  ?  We  all,  like  ftieep,  have  gonfc  aftray ;  but 
(bleffcd  be  the  Lord)  are  now  returned  to  the  Shep- 
herd and   Bijhaf  of  our  fouls :  and  ftiall  we  not  hear 
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him,  and  follow  him,  whitherfoever  he  goes  and  leads 
by  his  holy  and  good  Spirit  ?  "  A  prophet  Ihall  the 
"  Lord  your  God  raife  up  unto  you,  like  unto  me ; 
"  him  fhall  ye  hear  in  all  tilings,"  faid  Mofes.  Did 
Mofes  fay.  My  words  fhall  be  your  rule ;  or  the  words 
of  the  prophets  fhall  be  your  rule  then,  in  the  days  of 
the  new  covenant  ?  Nay,  he  did  not  fay  fo ;  but, 
"  him  fhall  ye  hear  in  all  things  j"  and  he  that  will 
not  hear  him  fhall  be  cut  off;  yea,  verily,  it  is  fo. 
He  is  the  minifber  of  life ;  and  he  that  doth  not  hear 
him,  and  receive  life,  virtue,  and  pov/er  from  him, 
he  builds  but  from  the  letter  (from  what  he  appre- 
hends from  the  letter)  but  is  really  feparated  and  cut 
•off  from  the  miniftry  of  the  life  and  power.  "  He 
"  that  hath  an  ear,  let  him  hearj  and  he  that  hath 
an  heart,  let  him  confider. 

Now,  the  true  Jew,  the  Jew  inward,  in  whofe  heart 
God  writes  his  law  by  the  finger  of  his  Spirit,  he  is 
to  read  and  to  meditate  on  the  inward  law  written  in 
his  heart,  as  the  outward  Jew  was  to  read  and  medi- 
tate on  the  outward  law.  And  as,  in  obedience  to 
the  outward  law,  the  outward  Jew  •was  bleffed,  and 
free  from  the  curfe,  and  his  outward  enemies  j  lo,  in 
obedience  to  the  inward  law  (the  law  of  the  Spirit  of 
life),  the  inward  Jew  reaps  the  fpiritual  blelhngs,  and 
becomes  inwardly  free  from  his  inward  and  fpiritual 
enemies.  "  Ye  fhall  know  the  troth,  and  the  truth 
*'  ihall  make  you  free,"  faid  Chrift  to  his  difciples ; 
and  every  true  difciple  in  the  obedience  of  the  truth 
witnefTeth  it. 

And  here  the  myftery  of  all  (\vhich  was  outwardly 
written  and  teflified  of)  is  known  ;  the  myftery  of  the 
law,  the  myflery  of  the  prophecies,  the  mvllery  of 
the  gofpel,  the  myftery  of  the  fellowihip  in  and  with 
the  faints  in  light ;  the  myftery  of  the  faith,  which  is 
held  in  a  pure  confcience  -,  the  myftery  of  the  love, 
which  arifeth  from  the  true  and  inward  circumcifion  ; 
the  myftery  of  the  hope,  which  anchors  within  the 
veil,  and  purifies  the  heart,  as  he  is  pure.  For  the 
true  children,  the  children  of  the  heavenly  wifdom, 

beine; 
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being  children  of  the  hidden  life,  are  begotten  in  a 
myftery  •,  for  the  Spirit  of  God  breatheth  upon  them 
no  man  knoweth  how ;  and  thus  is  every  one  that  is 
born  of  the  Spirit. 

Now  as  they  are  begotten  in  the  myftery  of  life,  fo 
the  myftery  belongs  to  them,  and  is  revealed  and 
opened  in  them  -,  infomuch  t|?at  they  know  God  not 
only  as  outwardly  defcribed,  but  as  inwardly  revealed 
and  manifefted  in  Chrift,  his  bright  and  heavenly 
image. 

So  here  the  one  truth  is  known,  even  as  it  is  in  Jejus ; 
the  one  way  is  known  j  the  one  name  of  the  Lord 
(which  is  and  was  the  ftrong  tower  in  all  ages  and 
generations,  which  the  righteous  did,  and  do  ftill, 
fly  unto  and  are  fafe)  is  known  j  here  the  one  baptifm 
is  known  ;  here  the  one  fuppcr  is  known  :  yea,  here 
the  One  God  is  worftiipped,  as  Father  and  Son,  in  the 
One  Spirit  and  truth.  So  that  here  is  no  dreaming  in 
the  night,  by  mens  comprehendings  and  conceivings 
upon  the  fcriptures  j  but  here  is  feeing  with  the  true 
eye,  in  a  meafure  of  the  light  of  the  everlafting  day, 
which  is  given  to  the  children  of  light,  who  live  in 
the  light,  and  walk  in  the  light,  and  in  the  true  light 
(which  now  ftiines)  fee  the  pure  and  eternal  light  daily 
more  and  more. 

Who  would  not  count  all  drofs  and  dung  (even  all 
the  knowledge  he  can  gather  and  comprehend  of  him- 
felf)  for  the  excellency  of  this  knowledge  which  God 
givts  to  thofe  that  are  turned  to  the  light  and  power 
of  his  Spirit,  from  the  darknefs  of  their  own  thoughts, 
reafonings,  and  conceivings  upon  the  fcriptures,  and 
do  wait  upon  him  therein,  even  in  his  holy  temple, 
night  and  day  ?  For  all  under  the  gofpel  are  to  be 
priefts  to  God  j  and  all  his  priefts  are  to  wait  upon 
him,  and  worftiip  him  in  his  holy  temple  j  and  to 
■watch  diligently  that  neither  the  fire  go  out,  nor  the 
lamp  go  out,  nor  the  fait  be  wanting  to  feafon  and 
keep  the  heart  melted  and  broken,  that  it  may  be  a 
continual  acceptable  facrifice  to  the  Lord, 

Timy 
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Time  was,  when  we  alfo  did  believe  that  the  fcrip- 
tures  were  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  pra^ice -,  and  fo 
bent  ourfelves  to  fearch  out  and  obferve  what  we  found 
written  therein,  hoping  thereby  to  have  attained  to 
that,  which  our  fouls  defired  after.  But  we  found  all 
the  dire6tions  thereof  weak  as  to  us,  through  the  flefh, 
and  fin  had  ftill  power  over  us;  and  we  knew  not 
what  it  was  to  be  made  free  by  the  Son  j  free  by  the 
truth,  free  indeed  from  that  which  (lood  near  to  tempt 
and  draw  us  into  (in.  But  when  the  light  of  God*s  Holy 
Spirit  Ihined  upon  us,  and  our  minds  were  by  him 
turned  thereto,  and  his  law  written  on  our  hearts,  in 
and  by  the  new  covenant,  which  he  revealed  in  us, 
and  made  with  us,  in  and  through  his  Son  j  then  we 
felt  the  miniftration  of  the  power  of  the  endlefs  life, 
and  were  experimentally  alTured,  that  in  the  gofpel- 
adminiftration,  which  is  an  adminiftration  of  the  Spirit 
and  power,  nothing  lefs  than  Spirit  and  power  can  be 
the  rule. 

Mark ;  In  the  old  covenant,  letter  (or  outward 
diredions)  was  a  rule;  but  the  living  commandment, 
or  Word  in  the  heart,  is  the  rule  in  the  new  covenant; 
living  laws  ;  laws  livingly  written;  laws  that  give  life 
to  them  in  whom  they  are  written  ;  they  are  the  living, 
powerful,  and  efFedtual  rule. 

Nor  do  we  undervalue  the  fcriptures,  in  thus  giving 
honour  to  Chrifl:  and  his  Spirit ;  for  it  is  their  honour 
to  teftify  of  Chrift  and  of  his  Spirit,  who  is  the  pure, 
certain,  infallible  rule  of  the  new  life,  and  who  gives 
to  fulfill  all  the  holy  diredions,  which  are  written  in 
the  fcriptures,  concerning  the  way  of  life. 

A  man,  at  a  diftance,  may  eafily  fpeak  uncertainly ; 
but  let  a  man  be  joined  to  God's  Spirit,  and  feel  his 
holy  nature,  movings,  leadings,  and  guidings,  he 
cannot  but  acknowledge  them  to  be  his  certain  and 
infallible  rule  ;  for  nothing  is  more  certain  than  God's 
Spirit,  than  the  holy  anointing,  which  is  truth  and  no 
lie,  and  leads  into  all  truth,  and  out  of  every  lie  and 
deceit. 

XXIIL 
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XXIil. 

Some  ^eries  concerning  the  Latv^  or  Word ;  Statutes, 
Tejtimomes,  Judgments^  &c.  which  David  was  Jo  de^ 
lighted  in^  and  frayed  fo  earmjily  for. 

DAVID  faid,  "  Thy  Word  is  a  lantern  to  my 
"  feet,  and  a  light  to  nay  paths."  He  found  it 
^«  fweeter  than  the  honey,  and  4;he  honey-comb."  He 
defired  to  be  taught  God*sJlratuteSy  and  to  learn  the  way  of 
i?is  precepts y  &c.  as  may  be  abundantly  read,  Pfal.  xix. 
and  in  other  places. 

^ery  i.  What  was  this  Word  or  I^aw,  which  there 
was  fuch  an  earneft  defire  in  David  after;  by  ob- 
ferving  whereof  he  became  wifer  than  his  teachers  ? 
Was  it  the  law  of  Mofes,  the  law  outward  ;  or  was  'k 
the  Word  and  Law  of  life  inward  ? 

If  it  be  faid,  //  was  the  law  of  Mofes  \  then  I  qurciy 
in  the  fecond  place  : 

^ery  i.  What  rule  had  David  from  the  law  o-T 
Mofes  to  fay,  Hhat  God  defired  not  facrifice^  nor  de- 
lighted in  burnt -offerings  ?  Did  not  God  defire  and  require 
<of  his  people  under  the  law,  that  they,  lliould  per- 
form thefe  things?  And  did  he  not  accept  of  them, 
and  delight  in  them,  when  they  performed  them  aright 
in  faith  and  obedience  to  him  ?  Was  not  the  Lord 
pleafed  with  Abel's  facrifice  ?  And  did  not  God  fmell 
a  fweet  favour  in  Noah's  facrifice  ?  How  could  David 
fay  in  truth,  and  from  a  true  Spirit,  that  God  did 
neither  defire  them.,  nor  delight  in  them  ? 

^ery  3.  Ought  not  David  to  try  this  Spirit,  which 
fpake  thus  in  him,  whether  it  was  of  God  or  no  ? 
Should  he  receive  a  teftimony  from  any  Spirit  fo  di- 
rcdlly  contrary  in  appearance  to  the  foregoing  tefti- 
imonies  of  God's  Spirit  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  without 
a  full  and  certain  evidence  ^nd  demonftration  that  it 
•was  the  Spirit  of  God  ? 

^ery  4.  How  was  David  to  try,  or  how  might  he 
certainly  try  this  Spirit,  whether  it  was  of  God  or  no  I 
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Was  he  to  try  it  thus,  whether  it  fpake  according  to 
the  teftimony  and  law  of  Mofes,  according  to  what 
Mofes  had  fpoken  in  this  matter,  which  certainly  was> 
of  God,  and  was  given  by  God  for  a  law  or  rule  to 
that  people  the  Jews  ?  If  he  had  tried  it  thus,  would 
he  not  have  judged  it  a  fpirit  different  from  the  Spirit 
of  Mofes,  fpeaking  contrary  to  the  law  and  teftimo- 
nies  which  God  gave  forth  by  him  ?  For  facrifice  and 
burnt-offering  was  ftri<5liy  required  there,  and  God 
often  teftified  his  acceptance  thereof,  and  delight 
therein.  So  that  God  did  accept  and  did  delight 
therein  in  one  refpe6t,  and  did  not  accept  nor  delight 
at  all  in  them,  in  another  refpedt ;  but  his  aim  was  at 
another  thing,  and  at  other  facrifices,  which  David 
clearly  faw.  And  fo  David's  eye,  mind,  heart,  and 
fpirit  being  gathered  inward,  even  thither  where  God's 
eye  and  heart  was,  he  there  had  a  clear  fight,  and  gave 
a  certain  found  concerning  what  was  acceptable  in  the 
eye  of  the  Lord,  and  what  not  •,  and  fo  faith,  **  God 
"  did  not  dcfire  facrifice,  nor  delight  in  burnt-offer- 
*'  ing,"  Pfal.  li.  16.  Though  the  language  of  the  law 
of  Mofes  fpeaketh  far  otherwife,  where  circumcifion> 
facrifices,  and  fuch  outward  things  are  expreffed  as  of 
great  value  with  the  Lord,  and  as  great  and  high  pri- 
vileges, which  were  bellowed  upon  that  people  in  that 
day. 

^tery  5.  May  not  the  fame  Spirit,  or  the  children 
of  God  in  the  fame  Spirit,  fay  to  the  Lord  in  this  day, 
concerning  things  of  the  fame  outward  nature,  Tboa. 
defireji  not  fuch  outward  things,  elje  would  we  'perform 
them.  "Thou  delight efl  not  in  outward  fhadows  of  the 
things  of  the  kingdom.  I'hcu  dejirefi  not  outward  wajhing 
the  body  with  water,  or  eating  and  drinking  of  outward 
bread  and  wine,  which  avail  no  more  than  circumcifion  and 
the  paffover.  If  thy  delight  were  in  things  of  this  nature, 
and  thou  didfi  require  them  of  us,  how  willingly  would  we 
be  found  in  thepra^ice  of  them  before  thee  :  but  thy  delight 
is  in  that  water  which  wafheth  the  foul  from  its  filth,  and 
in  the  fouls  that  are  wafloed  therewith.  And  thou  dejirefi 
to  fee  thy  children  feeding  on  the  living  bread,  the  bread 

which 
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which  comes  down  from  heaveny  and  to  drink  of  the  wine 
which  refrefhethj  and  maketh  glad  the  heart  both  of  God 
and  man. 

giuery  6.  If  any  of  the  children  of  the  Moft  High 
(hould  in  this  feci  the  life  wherewith  God  hath  quick- 
ened them  open  in  their  hearts,  and  fuch  a  teftimony 
arifing  from  his  Spirit  in  them,  how  Ihould  they  try 
whether  this  fpirit  and  voice  were  of  God  or  no  ? 
Should  they  look  into  the  writings  of  the  evangelifts 
and  apoftles,  to  fee  whether  baptifm  with  outward 
water,  and  eating  of  outward  bread,  and  drinking  of 
outward  wine,  was  ever  commanded  and  prailifed  in 
the  apoftles  days  ?  And  if  they  fuppofe  ftrongly  that 
it  was  commanded,  or  find  it  was  pradtifed,  may  they 
thereupon  fafely  conclude  that  it  is  a  wrong  fpirit, 
and  wrong  voice,  that  teftifieth  thus  in  them,  and 
not  the  voice  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ?  Had  David  tried 
and  judged  thus,  might  not  he  have  judged  and  con- 
demned the  Spirit  and  voice  of  God  in  his  day  ?  And 
if  we  try  and  judge  in  this  manner,  may  not  we  judge 
and  condemn  the  Spirit  and  voice  of  God  in  our  day  ? 
David  faw  clearly  that  outward  facrifices  were  not  the 
abiding  thing,  but  fignifications  of  that  which  was 
abiding  j  and  this  fight  greatly  Ihook  them  in  his 
Ipirit.  The  Lord  hath  likewife  fliewn  us  clearly  that 
outward  water,  bread,  and  wine,  are  not  the  fubftan- 
tial,  the  fpiritual,  the  heavenly  water,  the  heavenly 
bread  and  wine  j  but  of  the  nature  of  fuch  things  as 
were  to  be  ftiaken,  that  thofe  things  which  cannot  be 
ihaken,  may  remain  in  the  gofpel  ftate  and  kingdom. 

Oh !  therefore,  let  men  take  heed  how  they  build, 
or  how  they  judge  concerning  the  appearances  of  God, 
by  their  own  apprehenfions  upon  the  letter  of  the 
fcriptures.  But  let  every  one  be  careful  to  build  upon 
the  rockChrift;  upon  his  Spirit,  his  life,  his  power 
inwardly  revealed,  which  the  birth  which  is  of  him 
knows  J  and  that  birth  being  kept  to,  reveals  in  and 
to  us  i  but  no  man,  by  his  own  conceivings  and  ap- 
prehenfions upon  the  letter,  ever  knew,  or  can  know, 
jhc  Spirit  and  voice  of  the  Lord, 

And 
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And  thus  men  may  come,  waiting  here  in  humility 
and  fear  upon  the  Lord,  to  judge  true  and  righteous 
judgment  concerning  the  appearances  of  God,  and  the 
things  of  his  kingdom  ;  which  they  can  never  do  by 
their  own  underllanding,  and  comprehending  things 
from  the  fcriptures,  out  of  the  light  and  quickening 
life  of  God's  Spirit.  For  man  is  dead,  dark,  and  cor- 
rupt, but  as  he  is  quickened,  enlightened,  and  his 
heart  fandified  by  God's  Holy  Spirit.  What  can  a 
dead  man  fee  ?  What  can  a  dead  man  hear  ?  Can  he 
hear  the  living  found  before  he  is  quickened  by  it  ? 
Do  not  the  fcriptures  relate,  and  treat  of,  fpiritual 
things  ?  And  can  the  natural  man  underftand  them  ? 
Can  man's  unholy  mind  underftand  the  words  of  God's 
pure  Holy  Spirit,  which  were  given  forth  through 
vefTels  that  were  fanclified  (fome  from  the  womb), 
and  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was  upon  them,  and 
they  gathered  by  his  Spirit  into  an  holy  living  fenfe  ? 

Oh  !  that  men  faw  their  need  of  the  Lord  to  open 
their  hearts,  and  that  flefli  might  be  filent  in  them, 
that  they  might  come  to  witnefs  the  birth  of  God's 
Spirit,  and  the  precious  underftanding  of  the  heavenly 
things  which  is  therein  given  !  And  then  that  under- 
ftanding which  is  not  precious,  nor  living,  nor  of 
God,  but  of  themfelves,  would  not  be  of  fo  great 
value  with  them  :  for  indeed,  through  this  great  mif- 
take,  many  (fome  whereof  are  zealous  and  knowing, 
according  to  the  efteem  of  men)  reje6l  that  which  is 
of  God,  and  (^t  up  that  which  is  of  themfelves,  even 
of  their  own  apprehending  and  conceiving;  which  will 
be  bitternefs  and  forrow  in  the  latter  end,  when  that 
eye  fhall  be  opened  in  them,  which  is  at  prefent  clofed 
in  too  too  many. 

BlelTed  is  he  who  can  truly  fay.  The  Lord  hath  opened 
an  eye  in  me,  even  the  true  eye^  the  pure  eye^  the  living 
eye  ;  and  with  that  eye  I  now  fee  ;  but  with  the  eye  where- 
with I  faw  before t  I  now  fee  not :  and  now  I  know  the 
difference  between  feeing  the  fame  things  with  mine  own  eye, 
and  with  the  eye  which  God  has  given  me.  So  that  now  my 
earneji  dejire  and  prayer  to  the  Lord  is,  to  keep  open  in  me 

for 
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for  ever  that  eye  which  he  hath  opened ;  and  alfa  to  keep 
that  eye  fimt,  which  he  in  his  tender  mercy  to  me  hath  been 
pleafed  to  clofe  up  in  me. 

And  truly  this  is  the  ground  of  the  great  difference 
between  us  and  others,  about  the  things  of  God  ;  for 
though  we  own  the  fame  things,  and  fpeak  of  the 
fame  things,  yet  we  own  them  not  alike,  nor  fpeak  of 
them  alike.  Why  fo  ?  Becaufe  we  fee  them  with  dif- 
ferent eyes,  and  fo  have  a  different  fenfe  of  them. 

Others  call  things  true,  and  fo  acknowledge  them 
as  they  apprehend  them  from  the  letter:  we  call  things 
true,  as  they  are  demonftrated  to  us  by  God's  Spirit, 
and  as  we  feel  the  virtue,  life,  and  power  of  them 
from  God,  in  our  hearts. 

Now  this  we  are  affured  is  the  true  way  of  know- 
ledge J  therefore  is  it  our  hearts  defire  (in  true  love 
to  all,  efpccially  to  thofe  in  whom  there  are  any  ten-. 
der  breathings  after  God),  that  people  might  fo  wait 
vjpon  the  Lord,  as  that  -they  might  be  led  by  him  into 
it,  and  quickened  daily  more  and  more  by  him  in  it. 

And  indeed  thofe  teachings  and  demonftrations  of 
truth,  which  are  given  and  received  in  the  pure  fenfe, 
and  in  the  quickening  life,  they  are  the  teachings  of 
God's  Spirit  according  to  the  new  covenant ;  which  is 
a  miniftration  not  of  the  letter  (no,  not  of  thofe 
Ihadowy  or  dead  things  which  are  adminiilered  there- 
in), but  of  the  power  and  life.  For  the  law  is  letter, 
but  the  gofpel  is  Spirit  and  power.  The  gofpel-ftatc 
is  a  ftate  of  fulfilling  thofe  things  in  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  the  endlefs  life,  in  the  new  covenant,  which 
were  fpoken  of,  prgmifed,  and  Ihadowed  out  under 
the  law  in  the  old  covenant. 


XXIV. 
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XXIV. 

Some  Ohfervations  on  i  Pet.  iii.  14,  15,  i6. 

"  Wherefore  beloved,  feeing  that  ye  look  for  fuch 
"  things,  be  diligent ;  that  ye  may  be  found  of 
"  him  in  peace,  without  fpot,  and  blamelefs.  And 
"  account  that  the  long-fuffering  of  our  Lord  is 
*«  falvation  ;  even  as  our  beloved  brother  Paul  alfo, 
"  according  to  the  wifdom  given  unto  him,  hath 
"  written  unto  you  :  as  alfo  in  all  his  epiftles  ; 
''  fpeaking  in  them  of  thefe  things  i  in  which  are 
"  fome  things  hard  to  be  underftood,  which  they 
"  that  are  unlearned  and  unliable  wrcft,  as  they  do 
**  alfo  the  other  fcriptures,  unto  their  own  de- 
«  ftruflion." 

Obf.  I.  TT7HAT  Peter,  Paul,  and  the  reft  of  the 
y  Y  holy  men  of  God  wrote  of.  They 
wrote  of  the  grace  of  the  gofpel :  they  wrote  of  the 
fufferings  of  Chriji^  and  the  glory  that  fhould  follow^  and 
the  Jahation  of  the  Joul -,  and  the  true  reft,  which  be- 
lievers Ihould  receive,  and  enter  into  in  him,  i  Pet.  i. 
2,  &c.  and  Heb.  iv.  39.  They  wrote  concerning  the 
times  of  reformation^  wherein  thofe  things  fliould  be 
reformed  under  the  fecond  covenant,  which  had  been 
amifs  under  the  firft,  Heb.  viii.  They  wrote  of  the 
times  of  refiitution^  and  refrejhing  from  the  prefence  of  the 
Lordy  A6ts  iii.  19,  2.1.  For  in  the  new  covenant  there 
is  a  renewing  and  reftoring;  and  the  pure  prefence  of 
God,  which  refreftieth,  is  witnelTed  and  enjoyed  there. 
They  wrote  of  the  everlafting  kingdom,  the  kingdom 
which  cannot  be  fhciken,  Heb.  xii.  28.  which  ftands  in 
that  power  which  ftiakes  all  things  that  may  be  fhaken, 
but  itfelf  is  unmoveable.  They  wrote  of  the  day  of 
the  Lord^  the  day  of  the  gofpely  which  brings  darknefs 
and  confufion  upon  man's  fpirit  and  glory,  and  defo- 
lation  upon  his  buildings,  melting  and  diflblving  the 
old  heavens  and  the  old  earth,  wherein  unrighteoufnefs 
Vol.  IV.  M  had 
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had  a  place,  and  bringing  forth  the  new  heavens  and 
the  new  earthy  wherein  dwells  righteoufnefs,  Ifai.  li. 
i6. 

"  For  if  any  man  be  in  Cliriil,  there  is  a  new  crea- 
"  tion  :  old  things  pafs  away,  and  all  things  become 
"  new,"  at  Chrift's  appearing  in  his  glory  in  the  heart  j 
to  which  they  that  truly  believe  in  him,  cannot  but 
haften ;  that  the  earth,  with  the  works  thereof^  may 
be  burnt  up,  and  the  heavens  alfo  ;  that  fo  the  new 
heavens,  and  the  new  earth,  may  be  inwardly  witneffed 
and  experienced,  and  the  King  of  Glory  found  fitting 
on  his  throne,  and  reigning  therein. 

Obf,  1.  How  Peter  and  Paul,  with  the  reft  of  the 
apoftles  and  holy  men  of  God,  wrote.  They  wrote 
according  to  the  wifdom  given  unto  them.  They 
wrote  not  in  their  own  wills,  or  according  to  their 
own  wifdom  -,  but  kept  to  the  gift  and  light  of  the 
Spirit,  which  they  had  received  from  the  Lord.  They 
waited  to  obferve  the  Lord  go  before,  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  move,  and  alfo  give  ability  from  the  mea- 
fure  and  gift  of  life,  which  he  had  beftowed  upon 
them. 

And  thefe  are  the  proper  limits  of  writing  and  fpeak- 
ing  under  the  miniftration  of  the  gofpel ;  which  is  a 
miniftration  of  the  Spirit  and  power,  and  not  of  the 
literal  knowledge  of  things,  according  to  man's  undcr- 
ftanding  and  comprehenfion. 

Obf.  3.  That  there  are  fome  things  in  the  writings 
of  Paul  (and  in  the  other  fcriptures  alfo),  hard  to  be 
underftood  ;  which  every  one  that  hath  true  life  and 
true  fenfe,  does  not  at  firft  underftand,  but  only  fuch 
as  are  grown  to  a  capacity.  For  the  writings  of  the 
apoftles,  and  miniftrations  of  the  Spirit,  are  to  feveral 
ftates  and  capacities,  and  can  only  be  underftood  ac- 
cording to  the  growth  and  capacity  of  each  ftate ; 
much  lefs  can  the  carnal  mind  underftand  or  digeft 
that  which  is  high  and  fpiritual. 

Obf.  4.  That  there  are  fome  among  thofe  whom  the 
Lord  vifiteth,  and  reacheth  to  by  his  power,  who  do 
not  attain  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  nor  come  to 
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the  eftabliihment  therein  :  fome  that  are  always  learn* 
ing,  but  never  come  to  the  true,  heavenly,  fpiritual 
knowledge  of  the  things  of  God  j  fome  that  know 
Chrift  only  according  to  the  letter,  but  not  according 
to  his  Spirit  and  power.  Some  there  are  that  learn  in 
fuch  a  way,  as  they  can  never  come  truly  and  tho* 
roughly  to  underftand  :  for  it  is  'God  that  openeth 
the  heart  and  ear ;  it  is  Chrift  who  hath,  and  givcth, 
the  key  of  knowledge  j  but  many  learn  what  they  can 
of  the  things  of  God  and  Chrift,  without  having  their 
hearts  and  ears  opened  by  the  Lord,  and  without  the 
true  key  of  knowledge  j  and  fo  thofe  remain  unlearned 
and  unftable  as  to  the  myftery  of  godlinefs,  as  to  the 
myftery  of  life  and  falvation,  and  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  things  of  God's  kingdom. 

OhJ.  5.  That  thofe  who  are  unlearned  and  unftable 
in  the  myftery  of  truth,  are  wrefters  of  the  fcripture. 
They  cannot  underftand  things  as  they  are,  not  having 
the  key  ;  and  lb  they  wreft  them,  and  ftrive  to  make 
them  fpeak,  as  they  apprehend  and  would  have  them. 

And  here  in  this  ftate,  in  this  wifdom,  is  both  add- 
ing to,  and  diminiftiing  from,  the  holy  words  of  truth  : 
for  in  many  places  they  add  of  their  own  conceivings, 
and  in  other  pUces  diminifh  from  the  drift  and  intent 
of  God's  Spirit. 

Obf,  6.  That  wrefting  the  fcriptures  tends  to  the 
deftrudion  of  thofe  that  do  it.  God  is  the  Saviour, 
and  the  holy  words  of  the  Saviour  tend  to  fave ;  but 
being  bent  afide  by  man's  nature  and  fpirir,  they  are 
not  the  fame  they  were  when  they  came  from  God, 
nor  have  at  all  that  virtue  and  nature  in  them. 

And  indeed  wrefting  the  fcriptures  is  an  high,  pre- 
fumptdous,  and  provoking  acl,  and  brings  God's 
difpleafure  againft,  and  curfe  upon,  the  foul. 

Now  it  is  impoflible  for  any  man  not  to  wreft  the 
fcriptures,  unlefs  he  keep  clofe  to  God's  Spirit  to 
receive  from  him  the  underftanding  of  them  j  for  the 
infpiration  of  the  Almighty  giveih  underftanding^  and  not 
another  thing.  God  knoweth  what  he  intendeth,  in 
the  words  he  fpake  concerning  the  heavenly  things ; 
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but  man  knoweth  not,  but  as  his  fpirit  is  opened  and 
enlightened  by  the  Lord. 

Bleflfed  is  he  who  waiteth  upon  and  watcheth  to 
God's  Spirit  in  reading  the  Scriptures,  not  leaning  to 
his  own  underftanding  and  apprehenfion  of  things,  but 
waiting  to  feel  his  mind  opened  and  quickened  by  the 
Lordj  that  in  the  renewings  of  his  mind  he  may  learn 
of  God  that  which  is  new  and  living,  which  is  not 
comprehended  in  the  letter  (or  in  literal  dcfcriptions 
of  things)  but  in  the  Spirit  and  power  itfelf,  which  is 
the  limits  of  the  new  covenant,  out  of  which  the  chil- 
dren of  life  are  not  to  depart,  but  to  abide,  dwell,  and 
grow  up  therein. 

XXV. 

Concerning  the  Go/pel  Mimjirjy  or  right  Way  of  teaching 
and  learning  the  Myjlery  of  Life  and  Salvation. 

WHEN  Chrift  came  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  in 
that  body  prepared  for  him  by  the  Father  (he 
who  was  filled  with  the  Spirit,  and  anointed  of  God 
to  preach  the  gofpel),  he  preached  the  kingdom  of 
God,  bidding  men  feek  it,  diredling  them  where  to 
feek  it,  and  how  they  might  find  it ;  telling  them,  in 
feveral  parables,  what  it  was  like,  and  where  to  look 
for  it,  even  within  their  own  hearts  j  and  that  they 
might  the  better  difcern  it,  fhadowed  out  the  being, 
nature,  and  properties  of  it,  in  feveral  refemblances. 
He  compared  /'/  to  a  treafure  hid  in  a  field,  which  the 
wife  merchant  felleth  all  to  buy  \  to  a  fear  I  hid  in  the  earth  ; 
to  a  lojl  piece  of  ftlver,  which  they  that  fweep  their  own 
houfes,  and  fear  ch  with  the  true  candle,  may  find;  to  a 
talent  (for  fuch  is  the  free  gift  of  the  pure  and  heavenly 
life)  ;  to  leaven  (hidden  leaven)  ;  to  zfeed-,  lofalt,  &c. 

So  when  Chrift  fent  his  apoftles  after  him,  in  the 
fame  Spirit  and  power  wherein  he  himfelf  came  and 
miniftered,  he  fent  them  to  preach  the  fame  thing, 
giving  them  this  mefTage  to  declare  to  men,  "  that 
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**  God  is  light,  and  in  him  is  no  darknefs  at  all  j  and 
"  that  Chrift  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life ;  and 
"  that  the  life  was  manifefted  ;"  fo  that  they  heard, 
and  faw,  and  tafted,  and  handled  of  it ;  and  fo  were 
to  diretft  men  how  to  come  into  fellowfhip  with  them 
in   this  life,  and  to  walk,  in  the  lights  as  God  is  in  the 

Thus  Paul  likewife,  who  was  fent  after  the  reft,  was 
fent  to  "  turn  men  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from 
"  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God,"  A6ls  xxvi.  i8. 

Now  people  being  turned  to  the  light  (where  they 
may  receive  underftanding,  and  feel  virtue,  and  know 
the  anointing,  and  hear  the  voice  of  the  fhepherd), 
thofe  who  are  over  them  in  the  Lord,  and  are  made 
ufe  of  by  him  as  inftruments  to  turn  their  minds 
hither,  may  be  fenfible  of  their  conditions,  and  may 
have  a  word  of  diredtion  from  God  to  fpeak  to  them. 
And  this  teaching  is  not  the  teaching  of  man,  but  the 
teaching  of  the  holy  ajiointing  ;  and  he  that  heareth 
this  teaching,  heareth  Chrift ;  and  he  that  rejedech 
this  teaching,  rejcfts  Chrift. 

Yet  (though  the  Lord  pleafcth  thus  to  minifterfrom 
the  heavenly  treafure  in  fome  veffels,  which  he  hath 
prepared  for  that  end)  people  are  not  always  to  be 
expefling  penfions,  or  portions  of  food  from  others 
without ;  but  to  know  and  to  come  to  the  bread  and 
water  of  life  in  their  own  houfes,  that  there  they  may 
eat  the  flefli  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  drink  his  blood, 
as  all  do  who  have  true  life  in  them. 

Now  to  give  forth  precepts  of  holinefs  (as  the  way 
in  the  apoftafy  hath  been)  before  mens  minds  are 
turned  to  that  which  enlighteneth,  and  giveth  power 
to  believe  and  obey  ;  that  is  not  the  way  of  the  gof- 
pel  •,  but  the  way  of  the  gofpel  is  to  bring  to  the 
foundation  of  light  and  life  in  the  particular,  and  fo 
to  diftettle  the  fpirit  from  that  which  is  dead,  and 
found  it  upon  that  which  is  living  ;  that  a  living  build- 
ing of  pure  life,  of  living  ftones,  may  be  raifed  up 
\into  the  Lord ;  in  which  temple  he  dwells  and  ap-r 
|)ears,  ex^rcifing  his  authority  and  power. 
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For  indeed  God  dwclleth  in  the  temples  of  his  own 
building,  which  are  built  by  and  in  his  Spirit ;  but  in 
all  other  temples,  which  are  built  out  of  the  Spirit, 
and  only  by  men  (not  by  God)  in  a  way  of  imitation 
from  the  lecter,  in  which  they  fet  up  the  likeneffes  of 
things,  and  fo  fet  themfelves  to  pray  and  preach,  ac- 
cord ng  to  their  apprehending  and  forming  of  things  j 
I  fay,  in  thefe  buildings  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  dwel- 
leth  notj  but  that  fpirit  which  hath  thus  deceived 
them. 

And  thus  men  erring  in  their  hearts  concerning  the 
light,  concerning  the  power,  concerning  the  founda- 
tion (not  knowing  how  it  is  indeed  laid  in  Sion)  con- 
cerning the  fcriptures  of  truth  (which  can  only  be 
underftood  in  the  light  and  jnfpiration  of  the  Almighty, 
from  whence  they  were  given  forth)  they  can  never 
come  to  know  Chrift  and  his  Spirit  livingly  revealed 
in  power  in  their  own  hearts,  nor  the  new  and  living 
way,  and  how  to  walk  therein,  nor  the  fruth  as  it  is  in 
Jefus,  according  to  the  miniftration  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  (which  is  not  after  the  letter,  but  after  the  Spi- 
rit), nor  the  new  covenant,  which  is  made  with  the  foul 
in  Chrift,  wiierein  all  things  are  made  new,  and  the 
old  done  away  ;  nor  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in 
Chrift  Jefus  written  in  the  heart,  which  blots  out  the 
other  law,  even  the  law  of  fin  and  death,  and  makes 
free  therefrom  ;  and  fo  they  cannot  witnefs  what  it  is  to 
come  from  under  the  law,  where  fin  reigns,  into  and 
under  grace,  where  life  reigns  and  hath  the  dominion. 

Who  knows  the  truth  which  makes  free  ?  Could 
men  then  fay,  they  ftiall  never  be  made  free  from  the 
body  of  fin  on  this  fide  the  grave  ?  Who  hath  received 
grace  for  grace  from  Chrifi  Jefus  the  Lordy  and  knows 
the  virtue  of  it  ?  Could  men  then  teftify  againft  it  for 
fin,  as  if  the  grace  of  Chrift  could  never  deliver  from 
it,  and  give  dominion  over  it  here  in  this  life  ^  who 
knows  the  faith  which  gives  vidtory,  the  hope  which 
purifies,  the  love  which  unites  to  God,  and  conftrains 
unto  the  obedience  of  the  gofpel,  and  whofe  ftrength 
in  the  heart  is  ftronger  than  the  ftrength  of  death  .? 
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Oh !  the  gofpel-religion,  the  gofpel-fpirit,  the  gof- 
pel-power,  the  gofpel-love,  the  gofpel-faith,  the  gof- 
pel-obedience,  the  gofpel-knowleclge,  the  gofpel-wor- 
fhip,  hath  been  loft  for  many  ages  and  generations  ! 
And  now  God  hath  caiifed  it  to  fhine  forth  and  appear 
again,  what  a  flood  of  reproaches  doth  the  dragon 
fend  forth  againft  it  ?  And  how  do  men  flrive  to  up- 
hold their  dead  knowledge,  and  their  dead  buildings, 
their  dead  ways,  their  dead  worfhip,  &c.  which  they 
think  highly  of,  and  magnify  j  blafpheming  that 
which  is  living,  which  came  from  God,  is  accompa- 
nied with  his  power,  and  hath  the  evidence  and  de- 
monftration  of  his  Spirit  going  along  with  it ! 

Well,  allfiejh  is  grajs^  and  its  beauty  Jhall  fade.  Let 
it  paint  and  make  a  flourifh  as  long  as  it  can ;  yet  the 
breath  of  the  Lord  hath  blown  upon  it,  and  it  is 
already  withered,  and  fhall  wither  daily  more  and 
more.  But  the  Word  of  the  Lord,  which  quickeneth 
and  changeth  the  heart  (which  his  defpifed  fervants 
have  been  vifited  with,  and  have  teftified,  and  do  tef- 
tify  of  j  fhall  abide  for  ever,  when  that  fpirit,  wifdom, 
and  religion,  which  hath  oppofed,  fliall  vanifh  like 
fmoke,  and  fink  under  eternal  condemnation. 


XXVL 

A  few  Words  eoncerning  the  old  and  new  Covenant,  with 
Jome  ^eries  thereupon. 

TH  E  old  covenant  was  that  covenant  which  God 
made  with  that  people  the  Jews,  when  he  took 
them  by  the  hand  to  bring  them  out  of  the  land  of 
Egypt  outward.  The  new  covenant  is  that  covenant 
which  God  makes  with  the  foul,  when  he  takes  it  by 
the  hand  to  lead  it  out  of  Egypt  inward,  which  is 
the  land  of  darknefs  and  pollution. 

The  old  covenant  Vv^as  made  with  the  outward  people, 
with  the  feed  of  Abraham  according  to  the  flefh.  The 
new  covenant  is  made  with  the  inward  people,  with  the 
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feed  of  Abraham  according  to  the  fpifit,  according  to 
the  faith,  according  to  the  promife  :  for  in  this  cove- 
nant, not  they  that  are  the  children  of  the  flefh  are 
of  Abraham  j  but  the  children  of  the  promife  are 
accounted  for  the  feed. 

The  old  covenant  was  made  by  Mofcs,  the  fervant, 
who  was  faithful  in  all  his  houfe  as  a  fervant.  The  new 
covenant  is  made  by  Chrift,  the  Lord  and  king  of  his 
church  and  people,  who  is  faithful  in  quickening  them 
all,  reconciling  them  ally  interceding  for  them  allj  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  and  way  of  this  covenant. 

The  old  covenant  confided  in  laws  and  diredions  out- 
ward, which  that  nation  and  people  had  fully  and 
cxadly  given  them  from  God,  above  all  nations  and 
people  of  the  earth.  The  new  covenant  confifh  in  life 
and  Spirit  inward,  which  the  holy  people,  the  renewed 
people,  the  redeemed  people,  are  vifited  with,  and 
made  partakers  of,  above  all  other  people. 

Under  the  old  covenant^  though  the  Lord  did  great 
things  before  the  eyes  of  that  people  in  Egypt,  and 
cxercifed  them  with  figns,  miracles,  and  trials  alfo  in 
the  wildernefs ;  yet  the  Lord  did  not  give  them  an 
heart  to  perceive,  and  eyes  to  fee,  and  ears  to  hear : 
unto  that  day,  as  mentioned  in  Deut.  xxix.  2,  3,  4.  the 
veil  was  over  their  hearts.  But  the  other  covenant 
contains  the  giving  of  a  new  hearty  the  opening  of  the 
blind  eye^  the  unftopping  of  the  deaf  ear,  the  writing  the 
law  in  the  hearty  the  putting  the  pure  fear  in  the  inward 
partSy  the  putting  God's  Spirit  within  tbemy  and  fo  cauf- 
ing  them  to  walk  in  his  llatutes,  and  to  keep  his  judg- 
ments, and  do  them.  Whereupon  thefe  Queries  are  in( 
my  heart  : 

^ery  i.  Will  not  this  covenant  inwardly  reform  the 
heart,  foul,  mind,  and  confcience,  and  amend  all  in 
this  inward,  fpiritual,  renewed  people,  which  was 
amifs  in  that  outward  earthly  unrenewed  people  ? 

^try  2.  Doth  not  the  foul  begin  to  enter  into  this 
covenant  fo  foon  as  ever  it  anfwers  the  Lord  in  the 
yifits  of  his  love,  turning  from  fin  .unto  him  ? 

^ery 
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§^eYy  3.  How  precious  is  that  grace  of  the  gofpel 
which  brings  into  this  covenant  ?  For  the  people  of 
the  Jews  came  into  the  old  covenant  by  the  law  which 
was  given  by  Mofes  ;  but  the  children  of  the  new 
covenant  come  thereinto  by  receiving  the  grace  and 
truth  which  comes  by  Jefus  Chrift. 

^ery  4.  Can  any  poflTibly  enter  into  the  covenant 
without  coming  to  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  receiving 
grace  from  him  ?  Can  obferving  precepts,  and  direc- 
tions from  fcripture,  bring  into  this  covenant  ?  Or  is 
it  the  receiving  grace,  truth,  life  in  the  inward  parts, 
from  Chrift  the  Lord,  which  brings  into  this  covenant  ? 
Oh  !  wait  to  know  the  miniftration  of  the  gofpel,  and 
covenant  of  life,  with  the  entrance  thereinto,  O  all 
that  truly  defire  the  falvation  of  your  fouls  ! 

^ery  5.  Wherein  doth  the  miniftry  of  this  covenant 
confift  i  or  how  is  the  teaching  thereof?  Is  it  by  get- 
ting a  form  of  knowledge  out  of  the  letter,  or  mini- 
niftering  the  letter  ?  Is  it  not  a  miniftration  not  of 
the  letter,  but  of  the  Spirit?  The  apoftle  faid  fo,  who 
knew  what  it  was,  and  was  made  an  able  minifter 
thereof  by  God,  2  Cor.  iii.  6.  Truly  none  can  mi- 
nifter gofpcUy,  none  can  minifter  under  the  new  cove- 
nant, but  thofe  that  minifter  from  and  in  the  Spirit. 


XXVII. 

^eries  on  Rom.  vith,  viith,  and  viiith  Chapters. 

From  Chap.  vi. 

^ery  i.  TT7HAT  is  it  to  be  baptized  into  Chrift? 
y  Y  Is  it  not  to  be  baptized  into  his 
death  ?  Are  not  they  that  are  truly  baptized  into 
Chrift  buried  with  him  by  baptifm  into  death  r  That 
"  like  as  Chrift  was  raifed  up  from  the  dead  by  the 
*'  glory  of  the  Father,  even  fo  they  alfo  ftiould  walk 
*^  in  the  newnefs  of  life."  How  can  they  that  are 
dead  to  fin  live  any  longer  therein  ? 

^ery 
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^^J^ery  2,  What  was  the  end  of  Chrift's  manifeftation 
in  the  flefh,  and  fending  his  Spirit  ?  Was  it  not  to 
dcftroy  the  works  of  the  devil;  to  crucify  the  old 
man,  that  the  body  of  fin  might  be  deftroyed^  that 
henceforth  we  fhould  not  ferve  fin  ? 

^ery  3.  Is  he  that  is  crucified  with  Chrilt,  and 
dead  unto  fin,  freed  from  fin  ?  Doth  the  truth  of  Chrift, 
the  life  of  Chrift,  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  the  power  of 
Chrift,  make  thofe  that  receive  and  obey  it  free  in- 
deed i  fo  that  fin  cannot  have  dominion  over  them,  to 
make  them  do  what  they  hate,  or  to  hinder  them  from 
doing  what  God  requires  ?  Did  not  Chrift  himfelf  die 
to  fin  once,  but  now  lives  to  God  ?  And  are  not  be- 
lievers after  this  manner  to  reckon  thcmfelves  dead 
indeed  unto  fin,  but  alive  unto  God,  through  Jefus 
Chrift  our  Lord  ? 

^ery  4.  Have  believers  received  power  from  Chrift 
("  who  had  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth  given  unto 
*^  him")  to  become  fons  ?  Have  they  received  the 
Spirit  of  the  Father,  which  hath  dominion  over  fin  l 
Can  they  ftop  or  hinder  the  reign  of  it  in  their  mortal 
body,  and  refufe  obeying  the  lufts  thereof,  and  not 
yield  their  members  inftruments  of  unrighteoufnefs 
ujito  fin  ? 

^ery  5.  Are  believers  alive  from  the  dead  ?  And 
can  they  yield  their  members  fervants  to  righteoufnefs, 
for  God  to  work  in  and  by  them,  according  to  his  wilj 
and  pleafure  ?  Can  they  ever  come  to  fuch  a  ftate,  as 
to  do  nothing  againft  the  truth,  but  for  the  truth  ? 
"  to  do  all  things  through  Chrift  th^t  strengthens 
**  them  ?" 

^ery  6.  Is  this  true,  that  to  whom  people  yield 
themfelves  fervants  to  obey,  his  fervants  they  arc  to 
whom  they  obey,  whether  of  "  fin  unto  death,"  or  of 
"  obedience  unto  righteoufnefs  ?" 

^ery  7.  Do  men,  or  is  it  pofllble  for  men,  in  re-, 
ceiving,  joining  to,  and  obeying  the  truth,  to  be  made 
free  from  fin,  and  become  the  fervants  of  righteoufnefs  ? 

^ery  8.  Cannot  men  have  their  fruit  unto  holinefsj 
and  at  the  end  everlafting  life,  without  being  made  free 

from 
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from  fin,  and  becoming  fcrvants  to  God  ?  Is  the  wages 
of  Jin  death  after  a  man  has  believed  ?  After  a  man  is 
turned  from  fin  to  Chrift,  if  he  hearken  afterwards  to 
Satan,  and  commit  ^in^  doth  he  reap  death  thereby  ? 
See  alfo  Gal.  vi.  7,  8. 

From  Chap.  vii. 

^ery  i.  What  law  is  that  which  hath  dominion 
over  a  man  as  long  as  lie  livech  •,  and  what  life  is  that 
in  man  which  the  law  hath  dominion  over  ? 

^ery  1.  How  doth  a  man  become  dead  to  the  law, 
that  he  might  be  m.arried  to  another,  even  to  **  him 
"  who  is  raifed  from  the  dead,  that  he  fhould  brins: 
*'  forth  fruit  unto  God  ?"  Can  any  be  married  to  the 
raifed  living  hufband,  but  the  quickened,  raifed,  and 
living  foul  I  And  can  any  elfe  bring  forth  fruit  to 
God? 

^ery  3.  What  is  the  fcate  of  being  in  the  flefh,  and 
of  knowing  the  things  of  God  after  the  flefli  ?  of  re- 
ceiving directions  and  praclifing  duties  in  that  ftate  ? 
Do  not  the  motions  of  fin  (which  all  outward  laws 
and  dire6lions  do  but  frir  up,  but  cannot  overcome) 
work  in  the  members  there,  in  that  ftate,  to  bring 
forth  fruit  unto  death? 

^lery  4.  How  comes  a  man  to  be  delivered  from 
the  law  ?  Is  it  not  by  the  death  of  that  in  him  which 
held  him  captive  unto  fin  ?  And  why  doth  God  quicken 
with  a  new  life,  and  kill  in  the  hearts  of  his  that 
wherein  they  were  held  ?  Is  it  not  that  they  fhould 
ferve  him  in  newnefs  of  Spirit,  and  not  in  the  oldnefs 
of  the  letter  ?  For  the  letter  killeth,  and  the  literal 
fervice  and  worlbip  is  dead,  and  that  worfhip  alone  is 
living  and  gofpel- worfhip,  which  is  in  the  newnefs  of 
the  Spirit ;  for  fuch  alone  the  Father  feeketh  to  wor- 
fhip him,  and  fuch  worfiiip  alone  lie  accepreth. 

^ery  5,  Is  the  law  fin  becaufe  it  ftirs  up  fin  ?  Nay ; 
the  law  itfelf  is  not  fin,  but  that  which  difcovers  and 
makes  it  known  :  for  no  man  can  know  fin,  but  by  the 
Uw  or  light  which  difcovers  it. 

^6ry 
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^ery  6.  How  is  fin  dead  without  the  law?  And 
how  doth  it  take  bccafion  by  the  commandment  to 
work  in  the  heart  all  manner  of  concupifcence  ? 

^eryy.  How  was  Paul  alive  without  the  law  once  ? 
Could  he  facrifice,  could  he  read  the  fcriptures,  could 
he  be  knowing,  could  he  be  zealous,  could  he  walk 
according  to  the  law  in  the  letter  blamelefs  in  that 
ftate  ?  See  Phil.  iii.  4,  5,  6. 

^ery  S.  What  commandment  was  that,  upon  the 
coming  whereof  fin  revived,  and  he  died  ?  Was  it  the 
law  in  the  letter,  or  the  law  in  the  Spirit  ?  He  faith, 
<*  the  commandment  which  was  to  life,  he  found  to 
'*  be  unto  death."  W^hat  is  the  commandment  which 
is  to  life  ?  Is  it  not  the  "  word  nigh  in  the  mouth  and 
"  heart  ?"  See  Deut.  xxxix, 

^ery  9.  How  came  fin  to  take  occafion  by  the 
commandment  (which  comes  forth  holily,  andasjuft 
and  good  from  God)  to  deceive  and  flay  him  ?  What 
was  it  which  it  deceived  and  flew  ?  Was  it  not  that 
part  which  thought  it  could  obey  and  ferve  God,  if 
his  will  was  made  manifeft;  which  now,  when  the  law 
indeed  came,  found  it  could  not  ?  Nor  can  any  man 
obey  the  holy  law  of  life,  till  this  nature,  wifdom  a,ad 
fpirit,  be  in  fome  meafure  flain  in  him. 

^ery  10.  Doth  then  the'  holy  law  of  God,  which 
God  ordains  and  fends  unto  life,  minifter  death  to  the 
foul  ?  Or  doth  fin  (being  provoked  and  ftirred  up  to 
put  forth  its  ftrength  to  fave  its  life,  and  retain  its  do-, 
minion  in  the  heart)  take  occafion  by  the  commands 
ment  to  work  death,  and  Ihew  the  ej^ceeding  evil  and 
finfulnefs  of  its  nature  ? 

^ery  11.  Is  not  the  law  fpiritual  ?  Can  fin  gain  any 
ftrength  or  advantage  by  that  which  is  fpiritual  ?  Sure- 
ly, nay ;  but  it  taketh  occafion  then  to  tyrannize 
over  and  captivate  me,  (who  am  carnal  and  fold  under 
it)  till  the  power  of  the  Lord  make  a  change  in  my 
ftate,  working  me  from  under  the  dominion  of  it. 

^sry  12.  How  is  it  with  the  foul  in  the  ftate  of 
captivity,  when  fin  is  revived  by  the  law,  the  foul 
(Jead  as  to  its  former  life  and  ftrength,  and  not  yet 
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come  under  the  dominion  and  power  of  grace  ?  Doth 
it  not  do  what  it  allows  not,  and  not  do  the  good  it 
would  ?  Yea,  doth  not  the  enemy  oftentimes  even 
force  it  to  do  what  it  hates,  the  foul  being  as  yet  weak 
in  the  faith,  whereby  alone  ftrength  is  received  to  re- 
fill him  ?  Is  not  this  (late  experienced  in  fome  meafure 
by  every  traveller?  Doth  not  every  one  feel  the 
ftrength  of  fin,  and  his  own  inability  either  to  will  or 
to  do  of  himjelf  ikat  which  is  good,  Qc.  before  he  wit- 
nefs  help  and  deliverance  from  the  Lord  ? 

^ery  13.  Doth  God  impute  to  the  foul,  or  to  fin, 
the  effed  of  this  captivity,  and  work  of  fin  and  Satan 
upon  the  heart,  againft  the  bent  and  earneil  defires 
and  endeavours  of  the  foul  ? 

^ery  14.  When  is  the  foul  in  this  ftate  of  trouble 
and  captivity  ?  Is  it  not  after  fome  appearance  and 
operation  of  God's  power  in  the  heart  ?  Is  it  not  after 
the  mind  is  turned  from  fin,  and  defireth  to  be  joined 
to  the  holy  law  of  life  and  obey  it  ?  Is  it  not  after 
God  hath  wrought  the  will  in  the  mind  to  do  good  j 
fo  that  the  confent  is  given  to  the  law,  and  the  will  is 
prefent ;  but  how  to  perform  that  which  is  good  it 
findeth  not,  becaufe  faith  is  yet  fo  weak,  and  fin  and 
unbelief  fo  ftrong  in  the  heart? 

^ery  15.  Is  not  this  the  time  of  bitter  warfare,  and 
day  of  terrible  diftrefs  in  the  heart,  and  of  feeling  the 
wickednefs  of  the  eftate,  becaufe  of  fin  j  and  of  cry- 
ing out,  and  longing  after  the  falvation  and  deliver- 
ance of  the  gofpel  ?  Oh  !  woe  is  me,  who  Jhall  deliver 
mey  poor  captive^  faith  the  foul,  in  this  Ji ate  ! 

^ery  16.  Is  not  God  very  tender  to  the  foul  in  this 
ftate,  daily  blotting  out,  and  not  imputing  fin?  Oh! 
if  it  were  not  for  the  exceeding  mercy  and  tender  love, 
and  help  of  the  Lord  in  this  ftate,  it  were  impofTible 
for  any  ever  to  come  through  it!  But  thanks  be  to 
God,  through  Jcfus  Chrift  our  Lord,  who  both  up- 
holds in  it,  and  carries  through  it,  fo  that  a  change 
comes  to  be  witnefl^ed,  and  a  better  ftate  known  by 
thofe  who  confent  not  to  fin  j  but  continue  in  taking 
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part  with    the   good,  holy,  and  fpiritual  law  of  life 
againft  it. 

From    Chap.  viii. 

^ery  i.  What  is  that  (late  wherein  there  is  no  con- 
demnation ?  Is  not  that  the  ftate  of  the  redeemed  foul« 
inChrifl?  Doth  not  condemnation  follow,  where  there 
is  (in  and  difobedience  ?  See  Heb.  ii.  i,  &c.  Doth 
not  God  condemn  fin,  and  the  foul  becanfe  of  fin, 
till  it  be  driven  from  fin  by  the  law  unto  Chrift,  and 
learn  of  him  to  walk  as  he  walked,  even  *'  not  after 
"  the  flefh,  but  after  the  Spirit  ?"  For  to  the  Spirit, 
to  the  feed,  to  the  heavenly  man,  there  is  no  condem- 
nation i  nor  to  them  that  walk  after  the  Spirit. 

^ery  2.  How  come  any  to  walk  after  the  Spirit  ? 
Can  any  walk  after  the  Spirit,  but  as  they  are  made 
free,  by  the  power  of  Chrifl;  revealed  in  their  hearts 
againfl;  the  power  of  Satan,  from  the  law  of  fin  and 
death  ?  Will  not  fin  and  death  captivate  a  man,  and 
entangle  him  in  lulls,  evil  motions  and  works,  till 
their  ftrength  be  broken  in  him,  and  his  foul  delivered 
and  fet  free  therefrom  ? 

^ety  3.  How  doth  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in 
Chrift  Jefus  make  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death  ? 
Is  it  not  thus  ?  Did  not  God  condemn  fin  in  Chrift's 
flefh  ?  and  doth  not  the  fame  Spirit  and  law  of  life 
condemn  it  in  ours  alfo,  and  bring  the  judgment  and 
juftice  of  the  holy  law  of  life  over  it  ?  And  fo  bring- 
ing the  foul  off  from  that  which  is  unholy,  unto  the 
holy  and  righteous  Spirit  and  nature  of  Chrift ;  and 
bringing  it  to  walk  out  of  the  deadnefs  of  fin,  in  the 
newnefs  of  life ;  it  is  removed  from  thence  where  the 
condemnation  is,  thither  where  the  condemnation  can- 
not come  :  for  in  Chrift,  in  the  new  nature,  in  the 
heavenly  image,  in  the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit,  there 
never  was,  nor  ever  can  be,  any  condemnation. 

^ery  4.  Would  God  have  the  righteoulhefs  of  the 
law  fulfilled  in  his  children  ?  Would  he  have  them 
walk  cxaftly  with  him  in  the  new  covenant,  which 

both 
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both  comprehends  and  exceeds  the  righteoufnefs  of 
the  old  covenant  ?  Confider  whether  Chrift  fulfilling 
the  old  covenant  be  their  righteoufnefs,  or  his  ful- 
filling the  new  in  them  and  for  them  :  for  he  both 
doth  take  away  their  unrighteoufnefs,  and  alfo  brings 
in  the  righteoufnefs  into  them,  which  is  of  his  own 
pure,  heavenly  and  everlafting  nature.  Is  not  he  the 
image  of  God  ?  Is  not  he  righteoufnefs  ?  And  when  he 
is  in  them,  and  they  changed  into  his  nature  and  Spi- 
rit, is  not  he  their  righteoufnefs  ?  Oh  !  wait  to  deter- 
mine this  thing,  all  that  defire  to  know  and  partake 
of  the  righteoufnefs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  in  the 
true  and  pure  fenfe  of  life,  and  in  the  evidence  and 
demonftration  of  God's  Holy  Sprit. 

^ery  5.  Do  not  all  men  ad;  according  to  the  prin- 
ciple, whether  of  fieih  or  fpirit,  to  which  their  minds 
are  joined  ?  Do  not  they  which  are  of  the  fiefh  mind, 
favour,  approve,  defire  after,  and  delight  in  that  which 
is  flefhly  ?  But  they  that  are  after  the  Spirit,  do  not 
they  mind,  favour,  defire  after,  approve,  and  delight 
in  the  things  of  the  Spirit  ?  Therefore  is  not  this  of 
great  concern  to  all  to  confider,  not  fo  much  what 
their  profeflion  and  appearance  is  outwardly,  as  vii^hat 
their  root  is  inwardly,  and  what  nature,  fpirit  and 
growth,  they  and  their  religion  are  of? 

^uery  6.  What  doth  it  produce  to  have  the  mind 
exercifed  by  the  flefli  ?  Doth  it  not  produce  death  ?  Is 
not  the  nature,  fpirit,  and  wifdom  of  the  flelh  fepa- 
rated  from  God's  nature,  who  is  life  ?  and  can  it  bring 
forth  any  thing  in  the  heart  but  corruption  and  death  ? 
But  the  minding  of  the  other  principle,  and  being  ex- 
ercifed by  the  other  principle,  that  producedi  life  and 
peace;  doth  it  not?  Let  all  that  have  inwardly  expe- 
rienced thefe  things,  affent  and  teftify  in  fpirit  before 
the  Lord  to  his  praife. 

^ery  7.  Is  not  the  flefli  enmity  againft  God  ?  Can 
any  thing  which  is  enmity  againft  God,  who  is  the 
quickening  life,  do  any  thing  but  deaden  and  kill 
where  it  finds  entrance  ?  Life  and  peace  is  witnefled  in 
fubjedion  to  God,  who  gives  it  to  them  that  obey  th«- 
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law  of  his  Spirit.  Is  that  which  is  in  the  enmity, 
and  (lands  in  the  enmity,  fubjed  (or  can  it  be  fub- 
jedl)  to  the  holy  law  of  God  ?  Nay ;  there  mufl:  be  a 
hew  creation  felt  in  the  heart,  before  there  can  be  a 
fubjeftion  to  that  which  is  pure  and  living. 

^ery  8.  Can  any  men  that  are  in  the  flelh,  that  arc 
not  truly  and  inwardly  changed  by  the  Spirit  and  power 
of  the  gofpel ;  I  fay,  can  they  pleafe  God  in  any  thing 
they  do  ?  Can  they  believe,  or  pray,  or  read  the  fcrip- 
tures,  or  pradife  any  thing  they  obferve  from  the 
fcriptures,  fo  as  to  pleafe  God  thereby  ?  Nay  furely, 
without  changing  the  principle,  without  having  th6 
heart  changed  by  God's  power,  there  is  no  right  be- 
lieving, praying,  or  doing  any  thing  to  pleafe  God. 
This  makes  moil  mens  religion  and  performances  un- 
favoury,  becaufe  they  know  not,  nor  arc  turned  to, 
and  guided  by,  that  principle  and  feed  of  life,  which 
feafons  and  makes  favoury. 

^ery  9.  How  may  a  man  know  whether  he  be  in 
the  flelh,  or  in  the  Spirit  ?  If  he  be  in  the  Spirit,  doth 
not  the  Spirit  dwell  in  him  ?  For  the  Spirit  createth 
anew,  and  the  Spirit  dwelleth  in  that  which  he  new- 
createth.  It  is  the  ilrong  man  armed  who  keeps  and 
dwells  in  the  old  houfe ;  but  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  keeps 
and  dwells  in  the  new  houfe :  and  if  any  man  have  not 
the  Spirit  of  Chrift  (notwithftanding  all  his  religion, 
knowledge,  faith,  prayers,  &c.)  he  is  none  of  his. 

^ery  10.  If  Chrift,  the  quickening  Spirit,  (the  liv- 
ing power)  be  in  a  man,  doth  he  not  kill  fin  there  ? 
Is  not  the  body  dead  there  becaufe  of  fin  ?  Can  fin 
live  there,  where  Chrift  dwells  ?  and  is  not  his  Spirit 
life  there,  to  quicken  in  and  unto  righteoufnefs  ?  Yea, 
is  it  poffible  that  Chrift  fiiould  dwell  in  any  man's 
heart  by  his  Spirit,  and  his  Spirit  not  be  quickening 
the  mortal  body  in  which  he  dwells  ?  Oh  !  how  pre- 
cious is  it  to  feel  the  quickening  life  and  power  1 
This  is  a  daily  feal  of  (he  true  religion  j  and  the  daily 
operation  of  God's  Spirit  in  the  hearts  of  his  chil- 
dren, (hews  who  dwells  there. 
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^ery  11.  To  which  are  we  debtors,  who  are  re- 
deemed to  God  by  his  Spirit  and  power?  Are  we 
debtors  to  the  flefli,  to  live  after  the  flelh,  which  brings 
into  bondage  to  fin  and  death  ?  Or  are  we  debtors  to 
that  Spirit  and  power  of  life,  which  hath  made  us  alive 
to  God,  and  prcferveth  us  in  life,  and  quickeneth  us 
unto  life,  day  by  day  ? 

^ery  12.  Is  it  poflible  that  any  one  fhould  come  to 
life,  but  by  the  mortifying,  denying,  and  deftroying 
of  that  which  nourifheth  fin,  and  leads  into  death  ? 
and  what  can  do  that  but  the  power  of  God's  Spirit? 

^eiy  13.  Are  not  all  the  fons  of  God  led  by  his 
Spirit  ?  Oh  !  how  neceflary  then  is  it  for  every  man  to 
be  hire,  both  that  he  hath  received  God's  Spirit,  and 
that  he  be  led  by  it  ? 

^ery  14.  What  is  the  Spirit  of  bondage,  which  be- 
getteth  fear  when  God  awakeneth  the  foul  ?  and  what 
is  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  the  foul  can  cry 
Abba^  Father  "^  Can  any  cry  Abba^  Father,  but  thofe 
that  are  begotten  of  God's  Spirit?  Many  men  put  up 
requefts,  and  are  able  to  make  long  prayers,  (perhaps 
fuch  as  may  be  taking  to  the  eye  of  man's  wifdom) 
and  yet  know  not  that  Spirit  which  begetteth  life  in 
the  iieart,  and  teacheth  to  cry  Abba,  Father. 

^ery  15.  Is  it  not  a  precious  thing  for  people  truly 
to  feel  the  Spirit  of  God  bearing  witnefs  with  their 
fpirits,  that  they  are  God's  children;  heirs  of  God, 
and  co-heirs  withChrift;  and  fo  leading  them  through 
the  fufFerings,  that  they  may  come  to  partake  with 
him  of  his  glory  ?  But  do  any  come  to  partake  of  his 
glory,  who  do  not  ftrft  come  through  the  fufferings  ? 
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XXVIIL 

A  further  'Tejlimony  in  brief  concerning  the  Work  of  GOD 
upon  our  Hearts^  who  are  called  Quakers. 

IT  hath  been  with  us,  and  fo  we  have  felt  it  from 
the  Lord,  jiift  as  is  exprefled,  Tit.  ii.  5.  Not  by- 
works  of  righteoufnefs  which  we  have  done,  but  ac- 
cording to  his  mercy  he  faved  us,  by  the  wafhing  of 
regeneration  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

We  are  a  people  who  have  been  greatly  diflrefled 
(many  of  us)  for  want  of  that  life  and  power  which 
was  revealed  in  the  apoftles  days.  We  are  a  race  of 
travellers,  who  have  been  travelling  out  of  the  nature, 
wifdom,  fpirit,  and  courfe  of  this  world,  (which  is 
vain  and  pafTeth  away)  towards  our  refting-place.  We 
have  wandered  from  mountain  to  hill,  from  one  way 
of  religion  to  another,  feeking  after  him  whom  our 
fouls  dearly  loved.  Indeed  the  watchmen  have  pften 
laughed  at  us  and  m.ocked  us,  wifhing  us  to  return  to 
them ;  but  that  would  not  ftill  the  cry  of  our  fouls, 
which  were  fick  with  earned  defire,  not  after  formal 
ways  of  religion,  but  after  life  and  immortality,  that 
it  might  be  again  brought  to  light,  (as  it  had  been  in 
the  apoftles  days)  and  our  fouls  made  partakers  there- 
of. Now,  after  many  a  weary  ftep  and  deep  ficknefs 
of  heart,  when  we  were  come  even  near  to  defpair  of 
ever  finding  or  enjoying  what  our  fouls  fo  forely  longed 
after,  it  pleafed  the  Lord  at  length  in  his  tender  mercy 
to  appear  among  us,  and  by  the  diredions  of  his 
Holy  Spirit  to  turn  our  minds  inward  -,  fhewing  us, 
that  that  which  we  fought  without,  was  to  be  found 
within  :  telling  us,  that  there  was  the  kingdom,  which 
was  not  to  be  found  by  obfervations  without,  but  by 
meeting  with,  and  fubje6ting  to,  the  light  and  power 
of  life  within.  And  when  we  were  folicitous  how  to 
know  it  from  the  darknefs  and  deceit  within,  this  an- 
fwer  was  given  us  from  the  Lord ;  its  nature  will  dif- 
cover  itfelfi  it  will  turn  againft  all  darknefs  and  de- 
ceit 


BROUGHT    TO    LiGHT,    &C.  I95 

ceit  in  the  heart;  it  will  find  out  and  reprove  whatever 
is   reproveable,    and    furnifh   the    foul   with  ftrcngth 
againft  it.     Oh  !  blefled  found  from  the  Lord  God  of 
life,  who  thus  drew  our  hearts  to  wait  upon  him ;  and 
fhewed  us   how   to  wait,  and  what  to  wait  for,    and 
where  we  might  meet  with  that   which  our  hearts  fo 
exceedingly  defired  and  panted  after!    And  truly  as 
our  minds   were  thus   turned   inwards,   the  holy  light 
did  ftiine  upon  us  from  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs,  and 
the  pure  life   and   nature  from  the   Son  of  God  did 
fpring  up  in  us ;  and  we  felt  the  power  of  God  revealed 
in  our  hearts,  and  the  old  image  of  fin  and  unright- 
coufnefs  daily   defacing,  and  our  fouls  creating  anew 
(in  Chrift  Jefus)  into    the  holy   and  heavenly   image. 
So  that  here  we  felt  the  mercy   of  God,  which  faved 
his  people  in  all  ages,  reaching  to  us  alfo;  and  his 
Spirit  regenerating,   renewing,  and   wafliing  us,   with 
the  water  and  blood  which  cleanfeth :  and  as  we  were 
regenerated  and  renewed  more  and  more,  fo  we  \vere 
flill  wafhed  more  and  more,  and  came  more  into  fel- 
lowfliip  with  Chrift  in  his  death  j  and  were  alfo  raifed 
up  by  him  more  and  more  into  his  life,  and  taught  to 
fct  our  affx^6lions  more  on  things  above,  and  lefs   on 
things    below  i     which    are  of  an    enfnaring    and  en- 
tangling nature,  in    which  the  minds  of  the  fons   of 
men  are  held  captive,  until  they  meet  v/ith  that  royal, 
excellent,  noble  Spirit  and  power,  which  breaks  the 
chains  and    fetters  of  darknefs,    and   redeems  out  of 
them.     And  now  we  can  teftify  (in   true  fenfe,  and  in 
the  evidence  and   demonftration  of  God's  Spirit)  that 
not  by  working,  willing,  or  running  of  ourfelves;  not 
by  any  works  of  righteoufnefs,  which  we  had  done  or 
could  do  :   but   by   the  tender  mercy  of  God  vifiting, 
and  by  the  operation  of  his  Holy  Spirit  upon  us,  (in 
and  through  regenerating,   renewing,  and  wafhing  us 
from   that    which    defiled   and  ftained  our  fouls,  and 
made  them  guilty  in  his  fight,  and  liable  to  his  wrath) 
were  we  faved  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  from  the 
ways  of  tranfgreflion   whereip  we  walked,  before  our 
God  thus  vifitcd  u». 
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Now  it  is  the  fincere  defire  of  our  fouls,  that  this 
tender  mercy  of  God  might  take  effeft  on  others  alfo ; 
and  that  they  might  likewife  be  lighted  by  him  to  the 
place  where  wifdom  teacheth  her  children,  and  where 
the  true  redemption  of  the  foul  is  witneflfed,  and  the 
true  knowledge  of  the  Father  and  of  Chrift,  (which 
is  life  eternal)  given  and  received;  that  people  might 
not  be  hardened  to  deftru6tion,  and  deceived  of  their 
fouls,  by  a  foolifh  and  vain  religion,  wherein  is  not 
the  fubfiance  and  kernel,  (which  alone  can  nourifli  up 
to  life  eternal)  but  only  fome  fhew  and  appearance 
thereof,  which  cannot  really  fatisfy  that  which  is  in- 
deed begotten  and  born  of  God's  Spirit. 

XXIX. 

1 

ji  brief  Account  of  the  Ground  of  our  Worfhip^  and  how 
it  Cometh  to  pafs  that  we  cannot  conform  to  the  Spirit  of 
this  PVorldy  or  to  the  Wills  of  Men  therein,  but  only  to 
the  Spirit  and  Will  of  our  God. 

WE  fear  God,  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  whofe 
power  is  over  all,  who  hath  caufed  the  light 
of  his  Holy  Spirit  to  fliine  in  our  hearts,  thereby 
teaching  us  how  to  worfhip  him  acceptably  in  Spirit 
and  truth  -,  which  worlhip  he  hath  required  of  us,  that 
we  meet  together  fo  to  do  in  thofe  afTemblies,  which 
he  hath  gathered  by  his  power,  and  ordereth  by  his 
Spirit,  either  in  filence  or  found  of  words,  according 
to  his  pleafure. 

And  God,  who  hath  appointed  us  thus  to  worfhip 
him,  hath  power  over  our  bodies  and  fouls,  and  can 
deftroy  and  call  both  into  hell,  if  we  fhould  deny  the 
truth  and  way  of  worfhip  which  he  hath  taught  us. 
Yea,  if  we  fhould  deny  this  way  of  worQiip,  we  fhould 
deny  Chrift,  and  be  denied  by  him  before  his  Father 
in  heaven.  For  he  himfelf  hath  faid,  that  neither  at 
the  mountain  of  Samaria,  nor  at  Jerufalem,  fhould 
men  worfhip  j  but  they  that  worfhip  the  Father,  mufl 
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worfhip  him  in  Spirit  and  in  truth.  Now  men  cannot 
worfhip  in  Spirit  and  in  truth  as  they  pleafe,  or  in  the 
ways  of  their  own  inventing  and  fetting  up  ;  but  he 
that  worfliippeth  in  Spirit  and  truth  muft  firft  be  made 
Ipiritual  ;  and  then  muft  wait  in  fiience  of  the  flefli 
for  God's  Spirit  to  quicken  him  unto  fpiritual  worfhip. 
For  they  that  worfhip  otherwife  than  thus,  worfhip  at 
befl  but  after  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter,  and  not  in 
the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  only  worfliip 
God  feeketh,  and  requireth,  under  the  New  Tefla- 
ment. 

Befides,  we  have  found  God's  prefence  with  us,  and 
blefTing  upon  us,  in  this  way  of  worfhip  j  and  our 
hearts  greatly  melted  and  warmed  therein,  and  power 
given  us  over  our  pafiions  and  corruptions  inwardly, 
and  to  order  our  lives  and  converfations  holily,  right- 
eouQy,  and  innocently  outwardly  :  which  prefence  of 
God,  and  holy  power  over  fm  and  vanity,  affedlions 
and  lufts,  we  would  not  lofe  for  ten  thoufand  worlds. 
And  what  an  unjuft  and  unthankful  thing  were  it  in 
us  to  turn  from  this  way  of  worfhip  which  God  hath 
called  us  to,  where  we  have  met  with  thefe  things,  to 
that  way  of  vvorfhip  where  we  did  not  meet  with  thefe 
things,  and  where  others  do  not,  nor  can,  meet  with 
them  ?  For  thefe  things  are  only  to  be  met  with  in 
that  way  of  worfhip  which  God  hath  appointed  and 
bleffed,  and  not  in  that  way  of  worfhip  which  man 
hath  invented  and  fet  up,  which  every  profane  and 
wicked  perfon  can  cry  up  and  enjoy  his  lulls  under; 
but  they  that  are  otherwife  taught  of  God  can  by  no 
means  lubmit  to,  without  grievoufly  finning  againft 
him. 

Now  magifiracy  was  never  ordained  of  God,  nor 
power  given  to  men  by  him,  to  force  people  to  fin 
againft  him. 

And  is  it  not  a  great  fm  to  worfhip  againft  one's 
faith,  according  to  the  wills  and  precepts  of  men, 
contrary  to  the  teachings  and  requirings  of  his  Holy 
Spirit  ?  Are  not  they  that  do  thus  hypocrites  ?  Was 
power  given  unto   magiftrates  to  make  them  hypo- 
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crites ;  of  to  encourage  people  unto  truth  and  upright- 
nefs  both  towards  God  and  men  ?  To  wait  upon  God 
in  his  fear,  to  be  taught  by  him  the  true  way  of  wor- 
fhip,  is  not  this  good  and  right  in  his  fight  ?  And  to 
worfhip  in  Spirit  and  truth  as  he  teacheth,  is  not  this 
to  do  well  ?  And  was  not  the  magiftrate  ordained  of 
God  to  be  a  terror  to  evil-doers,  and  a  praife  to  them 
that  do  well  ?  The  magiftrate  faith  we  do  not  obey 
hirri  i  but  he  fhould  rather  inquire  whether  he  doth 
not  require  that  of  us  wherein  we  cannot  obey  him, 
without  finning  againft  the  Lord,  and  againft  the  light 
of  his  Holy  Spirit  in  our  dwn  hearts  and  eonfciences, 
and  fo  bring  God's  wrath  upon  us,  and  provoke  him 
to  deftroy  us  both  body  and  foul  ?  But  if  men  will 
needs  be  angry  with  us  for  ferving  the  Lord,  and  wor- 
Ihipping  him  according  to  his  holy  law  and  will,  we 
had  better  undergo  their  anger  and  unjuft  punifliments 
for  obeying  our  God,  than  come  under  his  wrath  for 
difobedience.  And  God  is  our  witnefs  that  no  ftub- 
bornnefs,  wilfulnefs,  or  cootempt  of  authority,  en- 
gageth  us  in  the  leaft  to  continue  through  many  fuf- 
ferings  in  this  way  of  meeting  together  to  worfliip  our 
God  ;  but  only  obedience  to  the  gofpel  and  power  of 
Chrift,  which  we  have  found  in  this  vifitation  and  mi- 
niftration  of  life  from  on  high  to  be  to  us,  by  its  re- 
deeming us  out  of  fin,  and  from  the  fpirit  of  this 
world.  And  the  fame  that  hath  redeemed  us  in  fome 
meafure,  hath  required  us  thus  to  wait  on  the  Lord  to 
have  our  redemption  perfe6led  j  and  in  thus  waiting 
upon  him,  it  is  daily  added  to,  and  carried  on ;  blefifed 
be  the  name  of  our  God.  But  if  we  fhould  forbear 
thus  to  meet,  we  fhould  turn  from,  fin  againft,  and 
provoke  our  God,  (who  hath  already  redeemed  us  in 
part,  and  is  ftrll  further  and  further  redeeming  us)  and 
turn  back  to  Egyptj  Sodom,  and  Babylon,  where  is 
the  darknefs,  luft,  and  confufion,  and  not  the  holy 
order  of  God's  Spirit,  neither  in  the  converfations  nor 
in  the  worfhips  of  thofe  that  dwell  and  abide  there. 

Sme 
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XXX. 

Some  ^eries  concerning  knowing  and  ozvni?jg  the  Lord 
Jejus  Chrifl  truly  and  aright,  who  hath  been  the  only 
Saviour  and  Redeemer  in  all  Ages  and  Generations ;  and 
there  never  was,  and  never  Jhall  be,  any  other. 

^ery  i.TT  7HETHER  they  know  or  own  the  Lord 
V V  J^^us  Chrift  truly  and  aright,  who  only- 
know  and  own  him  as  outwardly  defcribed  and  related 
of  in  the  fcriptures,  but  know  him  not  inwardly  re- 
vealed in  their  hearts,  as  the  Word  and  power  of  eter- 
nal life  ?  Or  whether  they  are  the  true  knowers  and 
owners  of  Chrift,  who  know  and  own  him  not  only 
according  to  a  literal  defcription  of  him  in  the  fcrip- 
tures, but  alfo  as  inwardly  revealed  by  the  Father,  wit- 
nefllng  him  formed  in  them,  and  their  hearts  changed 
into  his  holy  and  heavenly  image,  by  virtue  of  his  in- 
ward appearance  and  operation  of  his  Spirit  and  power 
in  them  ? 

^lery  2.  Whether  they  truly  and  rightly  know  the 
death  and  refurreclion  of  Chrift,  who  know  only  the 
relation  of  them  in  the  fcriptures,  but  are  not  made 
conformable  to  his  death,  nor  raifed  by  him  in  the 
power  of  his  life?  Or  whether  they  are  the  true  and 
right  knowers  of  his  death  and  refurre6lion,  who  are 
buried  with  him  by  the  holy  baptifm  of  his  Spirit  into 
death,  who  through  the  Spirit  have  mortified  the  deeds 
of  the  body,  and  witnefs  the  holy  feed  of  life  raifed 
and  living  in  them,  and  themfelves  raifed  and  made 
alive  to  God,  in  and  through  the  power  of  the  Father 
revealed  in  them  ? 

^ery  3.  Whether  they  truly  and  rightly  confefs 
Chrift  to  be  the  Lord  and  King,  Prieft  and  Prophet  of 
his  people,  who  confefs  it  only  from  the  reading  of  it 
to  be  fo  in  the  fcriptures  ?  Or  whether  they  are  not 
the  true  and  right  confeflbrs  of  Chrift's  kingly,  prieft- 
ly,  and  prophetical  offices,  who  witnefs  him  exercifing 
them  in  them  -,  who  witnefs  him  overcoming  and  reign- 
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ing  over  fin  and  death  in  them  j  over  whom  other 
lords,  even  the  fpirits  and  powers  of  darknefs,  have 
not  dominion  now,  but  Chrift  only ;  and  in  whom  he 
miniftereth  as  in  his  temple,  offering  fpiritual  gifts  and 
facrifices  to  his  Father,  and  who  alfo  prophefieth 
there,  opening  and  revealing  the  myfteries  of  his  king- 
dom to  them,  as  he  doth  to  the  lead  babes  that  are 
truly  begotten  and  born  of  his  Spirit  ? 

^ery  ^.  Doithey  or  can  they  truly  know  Chrift's 
voice,  who  never  experienced  the  Word  of  life  fpeak- 
ing  in  their  hearts?  Where  doth  the  falfe  prophet 
fpeak  ?  Doth  he  not  fpeak  v/ithin  ?  And  where  doth 
the  true  Shepherd  fpeak  ?  Doth  he  not  fpeak  within 
alfo,  even  in  the  heart  ?  And  do  not  the  fheep  hear, 
know,  and  diftinguilh  his  voice  there  ? 

^ery  5.  Who  icnoweth  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus  ? 
Do  any  do  fo  but  thofe  that  have  felt  the  drawings 
of  the  Father;  come  unto  the  Son  in  the  drawings; 
and  received  life  from  and  abide  in  him  ?  Do  any  know 
the  truth  in  Jefus  but  thofe  that  witnefs  virtue,  free- 
dom, life,  and  power,  by  the  truth  in  fome  meafure  ? 
Doth  not  that  faying  and  promife  of  Chrift  (John  viii. 
31,  32.)  ftand  firm  in  every  age?  "  If  ye  continue  in 
**  my  words,  then  are  ye  my  difciples  indeed.  And 
"  ye  fhall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  Iliall  make 
**  you  free." 

^uery  6.  Who  are  ingrafted  into  Chrift  ?  Can  any 
one  be  ingrafted  into  him,  but  as  he  is  inwardly  re- 
vealed and  made  known  ?  Yea,  is  not  he  in  them  who 
are  ingrafted  into  him,  and  are  not  they  in  him  ?  Is 
not  he  that  is  truly  regenerated  cut  off  from  the  old 
ftock  within,  from  the  root  of  bitternefs  within;  and 
is  not  he  implanted  into  the  new  ftock  within  alfo ; 
infomuch  as  he  fenfibly  feeleth  the  pure  holy  root  of 
life  bear  him,  and  the  fap  thereof  fpringing  up  in  him, 
caufing  him  to  bring  forth  fruit  to  God  in  due  feafon  ? 
^uery  7.  Who  prayeth  in  the  name  of  Chrift?  Doth 
he  who  faith  thefe  or  fuch-like  words  in  the  beft  fe- 
rioufnefs  and  fenfiblenefs  he  can  in  his  own  will, 
**  Hear  me,    O  Lord,-  for  Chrift's  fake :  I  confefs  I 
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**  am  unworthy}  but  I  beg  of  thee  in  his  nanie  who 
"  is  worthy,"  &c.  or  he  who  prayeth  in  the  child's 
nature,  on  the  Father's  breathing  upon  him,  in  the 
Spirit  of  the  Father  which  is  given  him,  and  in  the 
time  and  will  of  the  Father  ?  He  that  doth  but  figh 
or  groan  in  and  from  the  Spirit,  doth  not  that  Iigh  or 
groan  afcend  up  to  the  Father  in  Chrill's  name?  Alas! 
how  outward  is  mens  religion  !  But  the  inward  ftreams 
and  current  of  the  true,  pure,  and  heavenly  religion 
they  kaow  not. 

^.ery  8.  Who  receiveth  Chrift  ?  Do  any  but  thofc 
who  receive  and  bow  to  the  light  of  his  Spirit  in- 
wardly revealed  ?  Can  any  receive  him  but  they  that 
hear  his  knocks  and  open  to  him  ?  Do  any  know  the 
inward  voice  of  the  Shepherd,  befides  the  fheep  ?  And 
can  any  receive  his  voice,  and  not  receive  him?  And 
can  any  who  are  ignorant  of,  and  refufe  his  voice, 
receive  him  ? 

^ery  9.  Who  do  truly  and  rightly  believe  inChrift? 
Do  any  do  io^  or  can  any  do  lb,  but  they  who  firft 
feel  life,  from  whence  the  true  faith  fprings  ?  Ah  I 
that  all  the  faith  in  men  were  dafhed,  but  what  comes 
from  life,  unites  to  life,  and  abides  in  life  ! 

^ery  10.  Whom  doth  Chriit  gather  from  the  bar- 
ren mountains?  Are  they  not  his  flieep  i  his  poor, 
diftrefled,  fcattered,  wounded,  fainting,  and  aimoft 
famifhed  iheep  ?  What  are  tiie  mountains  he  gathers 
them  from  ?  Are  they  not  the  feveral  dead  ways,  wor- 
fliips,  and  gatherings  without  life?  And  out  of  whofe 
mouths  doth  he  refcue  them  ?  Is  it  not  out  of  the  mouths 
of  the  fhephcrds  that  made  a  prey  of  themj  who  fed 
them  not  with  life,  with  virtue,  with  pure  living  know- 
ledge ;  but  with  words,  with  dreaais,  with  apprehen- 
fions  of  their,  own,  concerning  the  things  of  God  ? 
And  whither  doth  he  lead  them  ?  Is  it  not  to  his  own 
holy  mountain,  (which  is  exalted  by  God,  and  efta- 
blifhed  over  and  on  top  of  all  thofe  other  mountains) 
where  the  frefh  pallures  are,  and  where  the  flreams  of 
life  flow,  and  run  plentifully? 

^uery 
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^gry  II.  "Who  are  Chrift's  kindred  according  to 
the  Spirit  ?  Who  is  his  mother,  fifter,  brother  ?  Arc 
any  fo  but  they  that  do  the  will  of  the  Father  ?  And  is 
this  obedience  a  working  according  to  the  law,  or  of 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  ?  Nay;  is  it  not  rather  of 
the  nature  and  righteoufnefs  of  the  gofpel  ?  Is  not 
that  which  floweth  from  him  who  is  righteous,  right- 
eous alfo ;  even  as  he  is  righteous  ? 

^ery  12.  To  whom  doth  Chrift  give  power  to  be- 
come fons  ?  Is  it  not  to  as  many  as  truly  and  rightly 
receive  him,  and  believe  in  his  name  ?  '^  To  as  many 
"  as  received  him  of  old,  to  them  he  gave  power  to 
"  become  the  fons  of  God."  Doth  he  not  do  fo  ftill  ? 
What  is  it  to  receive  power  to  become  a  fon  ?  Let  the 
heart  that  hath  received  it  anfwer;  for  the  notionifl: 
cannot. 

^ery  13.  What  is  the  reafon,  fo  many  who  are  high 
in  notion  and  profefTion,  cannot  own  this  precious  ap- 
pearance of  the  Spirit,  power,  and  glory  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  in  this  our  day,  in  the  hearts  of  his 
children,  after  the  long  night  of  darknefs,  which  hath 
fo  long  covered  the  earth  ?  Is  not  this  the  very  rea- 
fon, even  becaufe  they  do  not  rightly  and  truly  know 
either  the  Father  or  the  Son  ?  Can  any  fee  or  know 
him  that  begets,  and  with  the  fame  eye  not  fee  or 
know  him  that  is  begotten  of  him  ?  Can  any  love 
Chrift,  and  not  love  his  brethren  ?  Is  not  wifdom,  in 
her  appearances,  juftiiied  of  her  children  in  this  age, 
as  well  as  formerly  ? 

^ery  14.  Are  there  two  Chrifts,  one  manifefted 
without,  and  another  revealed  within ;  or  is  it  the 
fame  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  in  the  days  of  his  flefti 
appeared  outwardly,  that  was  afterwards  manifefted 
within  as  the  myftery  of  life,  and  hope  of  glory ;  who 
alfo  in  this  our  day  is  revealed  and  made  known  within 
unto  his,  by  the  fame  eternal  Spirit? 

^ery  15.  He  that  truly  and  rightly  knoweth'the 
Spirit  of  Chrift,  doth  he  not  know  Chrift  alfo  ?  Even 
as  he  that  knoweth  Clirift  muft  needs  know  the  Father 
alfo.     Are  not  the  Father  and  Chrift  one  ?  Could  any 

one 
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one  fee  Chrift,  even  in  the  days  of  his  flefh,  and  not 
fee  the  Father  alfo  ?  (fee  John  xiv.  9.)  So  is  not 
Chrift  and  the  Spirit  one  in  like  manner  ?  And  are  not 
all  that  are  truly  in  Chrift,  begotten  by,  gathered  in- 
to, and  do  they  not  live  and  walk  in,  that  one  Spi- 
rit of  his  ?  And  do  they  not  there  know  the  things  of 
God  as  they  are,  and  teftify  of  what  they  have  (cen 
and  known  ?  Though  they  that  are  out  of  that  Spirit 
ind  power  know  neither  him,  nor  the  teftimony  of 
life  that  comes  by  him,  no  more  than  the  Jews  knew 
his  appearance  outwardly  in  their  day. 

* 

A  ^ery  added  concerning  Imputation, 

^ery.  TN  what  ftate  was  Abraham  when  faith  was 
X  imputed  to  him  for  righceoufnefs  ?  Was  he 
in  the  ungodly  ftate-,  in  the  ftate  of  unbelief  and  dif- 
obedience  to  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord  ;  or 
was  he  in  the  fenfe  of  God's  power,  in  the  belief  of 
him  who  could  raife  up  his  fon  from  the  dead,  and  in 
the  performance  of  obedience  unto  him,  giving  up  his 
fon  at  the  Lord's  command  f 

And  in  what  ftate  muft  we  be,  when  we  witnefs 
faith  imputed  to  us  alfo  for  righteoufncfs  ?  Muft  we 
not  be  in  the  fenfe  of  the  fame  power,  and  in  the  be- 
lief of  it,  and  in  the  obedience  of  faith  ?  Read  Rom. 
iv.  and  confider :  for  the  righteoufncfs  of  the  gofpel 
is  not  imputed  in  or  by  the  works  of  the  law,  but  in 
the  obedience  of  faith. 

It  is  true,  God  juftificth  the  ungodly;  through  faith 
he  makes  them  juft  and  godly  ^  but  doth  hejuftify  or 
accept  them  in  the  ungodly  ftate  ?  Doth  he  not  firft 
make  a  change  in  them  by  his  power  ?  Doth  he  not  firft 
in  fome  meafure  purify  their  hearts  by  faith? 


THE 


[      204     1 


THE 


CONCLUSION. 


THERE  are  a  great  many  who  profefs,  the  gofpel 
(late,  and  that  they  are  in  Chrift,  and  under 
grace,  and  freely  juftified  by  grace;  fo  that  they  look 
upon  their  fins  as  covered  by  the  Lord,  and  not  im- 
puted to  them,  they  believing  (as  they  pretend)  in 
the  name  of  his  Son,  and  obeying  his  gofpel,  &c.  I 
fay,  many  profefs  thefe  things,  who  do  not  at  all  know 
what  they  mean  truly  and  rightly,  as  in  God's  fight. 

For  it  is  a  great  matter  to  be  in  Chrift,  even  to 
know  him  that  is  true,  and  to  he  in  him  that  is  true ;  to 
come  out  of  darknefs  into  his  light,  out  of  death  into 
his  life  J  out  of  Satan's  kingdom,  and  out  of  fubjec- 
tion  to  fin,  into  his  kingdom,  and  into  fubjeflion  to 
his  .Spirit.  "  If  any  man  be  in  Chrift,  he  is  a  new  crea- 
<«  ture ;  old  things  are  paffed  away,  and  all  things  be- 
"  come  new."  Is  this  true  ?  Doth  he  that  is  in  Chrift 
witnefs  this  ?  And  he  that  doth  not  witnefs  this,  is  he 
in  Chrift  ? 

Ah  !  how  many  then  are  deceived  about  their  being 
in  him,  and  of  their  hope  in  him !  For  how  few  of 
thofe  who  talk  of  being  in  Chrift  know  what  the  new 
creation  in  him  means,  or  what  it  is  to  have  Chrift 
formed  in  them  !  How  few  know  his  Spirit  by  receiv- 
ing it,  by  union  with  it !  which  yet  if  a  man  have  not, 
he  is  none  of  his  ?  How  few  know  how  to  try  fpi- 
rits  by  the  holy  anointing,  which  is  only  able  to  try, 
and  'difcover  fuch  falfe  fpirits  as  come  in  the  fheeps 
clothing,  and  as  minifters  of  righteoufnefs,  and  yet 
come  with  the  deceivablenefs  of  unrighteoufnefs,  to 
draw  men  from  the  Spirit  and  power,  or  to  keep 
them  in  a  dead  form  of  knowledge  and  worfliip  with-? 
out  true  life  ? 
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So  for  being  under  grace,  few  truly  know  what  it 
is  J  for  grace  is  that  which  hath  dominion  over  fin, 
and  which  giveth  dominion  to  thofe  that  are  under  it. 
"  Sin  fliall  not  have  dominion  over  you,"  faid  the 
apoftle  J  "  for  ye  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under 
"  grace."  Therefore  yield  not  your  members  fervants 
or  inftruments  to  fin.  Ye  did  fo  when  ye  were  free 
from  righteoufnefs  j  but  now  let  not  fin  reign  in  your 
mortal  bodies,  feeing  grace  gives  you  power  over  it, 
and  makes  you  free  from  it  unto  righteoufnefs. 

So  juftification  by  grace  is  only  to  them  who  are 
taught  by  grace.  The  grace  of  God  brings  falvation, 
redemption,  juftification  to  them,  and  no  others;  for 
their  fins  only  are  blotted  out,  covered,  and  not  im- 
puted, who  receive  grace,  hear  the  voice  of  it,  and 
obey  it.  "  Hear,  and  your  fouls  fhall  live."  In  hear- 
ing the  grace  which  teacheth  from  God,  fouls  come  to 
live  in  his  fight;  and  the  living  are  juftified  by  him; 
and  in  the  living  way  and  path  of  life  are  the  fins 
blotted  out,  and  the  garment  given  which  covers  the 
nakednefs ;  which  garment  is  to  be  girt  about  the  foul, 
and  kept  clofe  on,  or  the  nakednefs  and  fiiame  will  ap- 
pear, and  be  feen  again. 

So  to  believe  in  the  name  of  Chrifi:,  and  to  fly  to 
his  name,  and  truft  in  his  name,  and  to  pray  to  the 
Father  in  his  name,  and  to  obey  in  his  name  and 
power;  thefe  are  great  matters,  and  very  few  of  thofc 
that  make  profeflion  of  them  truly  know  them  :  for 
his  name  is  living,  (he  was  dead,  but  is  alive)  and  his 
prefence,  heavenly  virtue,  and  power  is  in  it.  They 
that  know  his  name,  know  that  which  is  above  every 
name.  They  know  that  which  hath  an  authority  from 
God  to  bring  all  things  under,  (both  in  the  heart,  and 
alfo  in  the  life  and  converfation)  that  God  alone  may 
be  exalted. 

The  gofpcl  ftate  is  a  great  ftate,  an  high  ftate,  a, 
ftate  not  of  Ihadowy  things,  but  of  the  everlafting 
kingdom,  where  the  fubftancc  of  the  things  under  the 
law  is  given  to,  and  pofifefled  by,  thofe  that  are  there, 
as  they  grow  up  in  the  golpel  power  and  covenant. 

There 
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There  the  gofpel  fafl  is  known,  the  faft:  which  God 
hath  chofen,  which  is  to  loofe  the  bands  of  wicked- 
nefs,  (which  bind  down  the  good,  even  that  which  is 
of  God  in  the  heart)  to  take  off  the  heavy  burdens, 
under  which,  and  by  which,  that  v/hich  is  pure  is 
bowed  down,  and  to  let  the  opprefTed  feed  go  free. 
This  is  the  faft  which  God  hath  chofen  under  the  gof- 
pel j  the  pure  and  undefiled  faft,  even  to  vifit  the  fa- 
therlefs  and  widows  in  their  afRidion,  and  to  keep 
one's  felf  unfpotted  from  the  world.  And  to  thofe 
that  obferve  this  faft  God  maketh  a  feaft  of  fat  things ; 
for  their  light  breaketh  forth  as  the  morning,  and  their 
health  groweth  up  fpeedilyj  and  their  righteoufnefs 
goeth  before  them,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  gather- 
cth  them  up,  or  is  their  rereward;  and  the  Lord  is 
nigh  unto  them,  and  is  ready  to  anfwer  them  in  all 
that  they  call  upon  him  for,  as  was  promifed,  Ifai. 
Iviii.  8,  9.  Now  being  come  to  this  feaft,  they  are 
to  keep  it  with  unleavened  bread,  as  to  the  flelh,  and 
as  to  man's  wifdom ;  but  with  the  bread  which  is  lea- 
vened with  the  Spirit,  leavened  with  life;  and  with 
the  wine  of  the  kingdom  j  which  Chrift  eats  and  drinks 
with  his  redeemed  ones,  new  in  the  gofpel  fpirit  and 
power,  which  is  his  Father's  kingdom :  for  the  king- 
dom of  God  ftandeth  not  in  meats  or  drinks,  or  any 
other  outward  thing,  no  not  in  good  words  concern- 
ing the  things  of  the  kingdom  j  but  in  Spirit,  power, 
and  life  itfelf,  and  in  the  righteoufnefs,  peace,  and  joy, 
-which  is  in  the  Spirit. 
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The  following  appears  to  have  been  wrote  In 
anfwer  to  the  Queries  and  Animadver- 
sions of  an  Author  not  named  therein.  It 
is  fuppofed  our  Friend  Isaac  Penington 
might  have  mentioned  him  in  the  Title,  or 
pointed  him  out  by  fome  fhort  introdudlory 
Addrefs,  which,  through  Accident,  was  omitted 
by  the  Printer. 

Concerning  the  Rule  of  the  New  Covenant, 
or  that  which  GOD  hath  appointed  to  be  the 
Rule  to  the  Children  of  the  New  Covenant. 

THE  way,  the  truth,  the  life;  the  everlafting 
way,  the  everlafUng  truth,  the  everlafting  life ; 
that  is  the  rule  in  the  new  covenant.  God  fent  Chrift 
his  Son,  the  Word  of  eternal  life,  a  light  into  the 
world  J  and  the  meflage  and  drift  of  the  gofpel,  is  to 
turn  men  from  the  inward  darknefs  to  the  inward 
light;  and  being  turned  to  it,  the  manifeftation  of 
this  light  is  to  be  the  rule,  which  manifefts  the  way 
of  light  and  truth  as  immediately  in  the  heart,  as  ever 
the  darknefs  did  the  way  of  deceit  and  error. 

The  promife  of  the  new  covenant  is,  "  I  will  put 
*'  my  Spirit  within  them;"  and  this  Spirit  hath  an 
inward  law  and  teftimony,  which  it  writeth  in  the 
heart ;  which  inward  law  and  teftimony  is  to  be  the 
rule  of  the  heart.  And  as  the  outward  Jews  were  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  outward  law  and  teftimony,  fp 
the  inward  Jews  are  to  have  recourfe  to  the  inward 
law  and  teftimony;  and  to  witnefs  the  law  of  the  Spi- 
rit of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  revealed  in  them,  and  their 
minds  and  fpirits  fubjeded  thereto :  and  this  is  near, 

bright, 
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bright,  and  powerful  in  thofe  who  receive  the  Spirit, 
and  with  him  the  law  and  power  of  the  endlefs  life. 

The  letter  killeth  :  the  Jews  underftood  not  the  way 
of  life  by  the  letter ;  therefore  the  promife  was,  "  I 
*'  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  all  flefh:"  and  becaufc 
ye  are  fons,  God  hath  fent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  j 
and  thou  fhalt  hear  a  voice  behind  thee,  faying, 
"  This  is  the  way,  walk  in  it."  And  this  voice  is  to 
be  hearkened  to ;  this  prophet  (which  God  raifeth  up 
to  the  foul  in  the  new  covenant)  is  to  be  heard  in  all 
•'  things:  and  he  that  hears  his  voice,  and  obeys,  lives  ; 
and  he  that  hears  not  is  in  death,  even  until  now,  pro- 
fefs  what  he  will. 

In  Chrift  Jefus,  neither  circumcifion  availeth  any 
thing,  nor  uncircumcifion,  but  the  new  creation;  if 
any  man  walk  according  to  this  rule,  peace  be  upon 
him,  &c.  What  doth  the  apoftle  call  the  rule  here  ? 
Oh!  wait  on  the  Lord  to  read  in  the  Spirit,  and  rightly 
to  underftand. 

If  a  man  receive  the  Spirit,  and  walk  in  the  new- 
neli  of  the  light,  and  quickenings  thereof  every  day, 
hath  he  not  a  rule  which  is  certain  and  infallible?  If 
any  man  be-  in  Chrift,  there  is  a  new  creation ;  and 
the  limits  of  that  new  creation  (which  is  the  light 
and  power  of  the  endlefs  life,  or  of  God's  Holy  Spirit 
dwelling  within)  are  his  rule.  And  within  the  bounds 
of  that  (within  the  bounds  of  his  light,  his  life,  his 
motions,  his  inftru(5tions)  man  never  errs ;  but  out  of 
it,  deceit,  and  darknefs,  and  error  is  always  at  hand. 

Yet  (though  we  do  own  Chrift  to  be  the  rule)  we 
do  not  deny  making  ufe  of  the  fcriptures  to  try  doc- 
trines and  forms  of  religion  by  j  but  know,  that  what 
is  of  God,  doth  and  will  agree  therewith;  and  what 
doth  not  agree  therewith,  is  not  of  God  j  and  that  our 
fore-fathers  in  the  faith  were  led  to  batter  the  fuperfti- 
tions  and  idolatries  of  the  Papifts,  by  the  teftimony 
of  the  fcriptures.  And  we  have  alfo  the  teftimony 
of  the  fcriptures  with  us,  both  to  the  light  and  Spirit 
within,  and  againft  forms  formerly  invented,  or  now 
pra^tifcd,  out  of  the  life  and  power.    But  we  believe 
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the  Spirit  to  be  a  touch-ftone  beyond  the  fcriptures* 
and  to  be  that  which  givcth  ability  to  try  and  difcern, 
not  only  words,  but  fpirits  j  whereas  a  man  may  hold 
the  form  of  doftrine  and  godlinefs,  and  yet  want  the 
power:  in  which  cafe,  nothing  can  try  fuch  a  fpirit, 
but  the  Spirit  of  God,  which  is  in  the  fpiritual  man. 
And  for  calling  the  fcripturcs  the  Word  of  God,  wc 
cannot  but  look  upon  it  as  an  improper  exprefllon. 
They  being  Many  Words,  not  the  One  Word  -,  and 
Chrift  is  called  in  the  fcripture,  not  only  the  Word 
God,  but  the  Word  of  God.  And  if,  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  and  true  fenfe,  we  keep  herein  to  the  ex- 
prefTions  of  fcripture,  and  its  form  of  words,  which 
are  found  i  furely  we  cannot  juftly  be  blamed  for  fo 
doing. 

But  whereas  ye  affirm  the  fcripture  to  be  the  rule; 
confider  ferioufly,  and  anfwer  me  this  queftion,  How 
is  it  a  rule?  Whether  it  be  a  ruky  af  it  is  literally  under- 
jiood?  Or,  Whether  it  muji  not  be  interpretedy  before  it 
can  be  underjlood  as  a  rule?  If  it  muft  be  interpreted. 
What  mufi  be  the  interpreter  ;  whether  muji  it  be  the  Spi- 
rit of  God,  or  a  mans  wifdom  ? 

As  to  that  queftion.  Whether  the  writings  of  any  now 
he  of  equal  weight  with  the  fcriptures ;  I  have  this  to 
fay: 

The  weight  of  the  words  which  are  from  God's 
Spirit,  is  according  to  the  ftrength  of  life  which  he 
pleafeth  to  clothe  them  with.  He  fent  forth  Mo- 
fes,  the  prophets,  the  Son  in  that  body  of  flefh,  the 
apoftles,  in  his  name  and  authority  •,  and  the  angel 
that  he  fends  with  the  everlafting  gofpel,  after  the 
apoftafy,  to  preach  to  every  nation,  kindred,  tongue, 
and  people,  he  fends  not  without  his  authority ;  yea, 
the  melfage  that  he  thus  fends  in  any  age,  hath  a  peculiar 
reference  to  the  ftate  of  the  world,  and  the  ft^ate  of  the 
people  of  God  in  that  age  -,  and  none  can  flight  it 
(whether  it  be  fignified  by  word  or  writing)  without 
dafliing  againft  God's  authority,  and  defpifing  him 
that  fpeaketh  in  thefe  latter  days.  Yea,  the  immediate 
word  of  the  Lord,  fpoken  and  declared  at  this  day,  by 
any  man  to  whom  it  pleafeth  the  Lord  to  commit  the  fame. 

Vol.  IV.  O  is 
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is  of  no  lefs  authority,  nor  more  to  be  flighted  now, 
than  it  was  in  his  fervants  in  the  days  paft,  by  whom 
the  fcriptures  were  given  forth. 
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HRIST  is  that  word  of  eternal  life,  which  was 
_  glorified  with  the  Father  before  the  world  was ; 
who  in  the  full  appointed  time  took  up  the  body  of 
fiefli  prepared  by  the  Father,  to  do  the  will  in,  and 
did  the  will  in  it,  fulfilling  all  righteoufnefs,  to  the 
fatisfaftion  of  the  very  heart  of  the  Father  •,  for  whofe 
name's  fake  the  fins  of  believers  are  pardoned.  And 
this  fame  word  of  eternal  life,  and  no  other,  which 
took  that  body  of  flefh  upon  him,  is  alfo  manifefted, 
and  dwelleth  in  the  hearts  of  his  faints ;  who  (as  they 
receive  him  in  the  faith  which  is  of  him)  dwells  in 
them  richly,  manifefting  in  the  veficl  the  treafures 
of  his  divine  wifdom  and  knowledge.  Now,  this  is 
the  precious  knowledge  of  Chrift  indeed  ;  and  this  is 
it  every  one  is  to  wait  for,  to  find  a  meafure  of  the 
fame  life,  the  fulnefs  whereof  dwells  in  him  bodily, 
dwelling  in  our  mortal  bodies,  and  making  us  like 
unto  him,  in  fpirit,  nature,  and  converfation.  And 
he  that  knoweth  not,  but  oppofeth  this,  (in  any  of 
its  appearances,  or  operations)  either  in  himfelf  or 
others,  is  fo  far  of  the  dark  antichriftian  fpirit. 


Concerning  the  Form  of  Sound  Words, 

NOT  only  the  form  of  found  words,  but  alfo  the 
good  knowledge  of  the  heavenly  things  them- 
felves,  have  been  miferably  loft,  and  buried  in  the 
ruins  of  the  great  apoftafy.  And  though  God  hath 
oftentimes  touched  mens  fpirits,  and  given  them  fome 
fenfe  of  the  antichriftian  ftate  of  darknefs ;  yet  have 
they  not  had  that  regard  thereunto,  fo  as  to  be  led 
thereby  out  of  the  ftate  of  darknefs,  but  are  found  in 
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Babylon,  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  at  the  very  time 
of  his  coming  to  deftroy  her.  For  though  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  call  out  of  Babylon,  yet  there  is  great 
danger  of  not  obferving  and  following  the  call ;  but 
of  abiding  (till  there,  and  partaking  of  her  plagues. 

Now,  though  men  have  had  the  fcriptures,  yet 
wanting  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  not  knowing  how  to 
turn  their  minds  thereto,  and  diftinguifh  his  voice 
from  the  voice  of  their  own  fpirits  and  rcafonings, 
(yea,  of  the  enemy  alfo,  who  lieth  in  wait  to  (leal 
into  mens  minds  falfe  apprehenfions  from  the  fcrip- 
tures) they  have  not  come  into  a  clear  underflanding, 
either  of  the  things  or  words  of  fcripture ;  but  with 
that  knowledge,  and  thofe  apprehenfions  of  things, 
which  they  have  gathered,  they  have  many  times  been 
ready  to  fight  rather  againft  Chrift  than  antichrift; 
and  fo  their  confefTions  of  faith,  and  expofitions  of 
fcriptures,  have  been  mixed  things  ;  rather  fuiting  to 
their  own  beliefs  and  apprehenfions,  than  the  true 
nature  of  the  things  themfelves  :  yea,  by  this  gathered 
knowledge  they  have  been  in  great  danger  of  a  def- 
perate  oppofing  the  pure  adminiftracion  of  God's 
truth,  from  and  in  the  light  and  power  of  his  own 
Spirit.  Likewife  the  churches  they  have  gathered  and 
built  up,  they  have  done  in  a  way  of  imitation  of 
what  was  done  once  formerly  by  the  power,  and  in 
the  authority,  of  the  Spirit;  but  not  in  the  fame 
power,  life,  and  authority.  1  might  fay  the  fame 
about  their  ordinances  and  duties;  wherein  the  Lord 
(God  knoweth)  hath  manifefted  to  others,  and  can 
manifeft  to  them,   that  they  have  erred  very  much. 

It  is  true,  ye  have  rejecled  fome  wood,  hay,  and 
ftubble  i  and  we  acknowledge  the  Lord's  goodnefs  to 
you,  in  that  ye  have  gone  fo  far.  Yea,  but  there  is 
yet  more  to  be  rejected ;  and  all  imitations,  and  know- 
ledges, and  interpretations  of  Icripture  out  of  the 
pure  life,  are  to  be  laid  afide ;  and  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  waited  upon,  in  the  light  which  is  of  him  ;  to 
which  the  mind  is  to  be  turned  from  the  darknefs,  and 
in  which  it  is  to  abide.     Now  here  ye  are  very  fhort; 
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not  fo  much  as  to  come  to  the  outward  owning  or  un- 
derftanding  of  the  way  j  lb  far  are  ye  from  walking 
therein. 

That  ye  feek  to  find  the  power  and  operation  of 
truth  in  your  hearts,  I  do  believe  concerning  divers 
of  you  J  and  do  blefs  the  Lord  in  reference  to  any  of 
you  that  it  is  fo  with  you  j  and  from  my  heart  defire 
for  you,  that  your  hearts  may  be  anfwered  by  the 
Lord  therein,  and  that  ye  may  feel  prefervation  through 
that  which  is  of  him  in  you ;  though  diftinftly  ye 
know  it  not,  nor  how  to  have  your  minds  turned  to- 
wards, and  to  wait  upon,  the  Lord  in  it. 

So  to  feek  to  have  Chrift  formed  in  you,  and  to 
know  union  with  him,  and  a  real  implanting  into  him  j 
to  know  him  as  a  vine,  as  head,  a  living  ftone,  a  root, 
as  meat  indeed,  and  drink  indeed,  &c.  this  is  precious 
indeed  to  defire,  but  much  more  precious  to  witncfs : 
and  oh!  that  ye  alfo  knew  the  way,  the  living  way, 
wherein  God  communicateth  thefe  things  abundantly, 
to  thofe  who  once  fat  in  the  defolate  and  barren  places, 
mourning  and  forely  crying  out  for  the  want  of  them; 
for  then  ye  would  not  oppofe  us  for  turning  people 
from  darknefs  to  light,  but  be  one  with  us  therein  ! 

The  integrity  which  is  in  any  of  you,  is  of  God  ; 
and  though  the  foul  millake  about  a  duty  or  ordi- 
nance, yet  the  cry  therein  after  him  is  not  wholly  re- 
jefted  and  defpifed  by  him.  But  ye  would  know 
much  more  of  him,  if  ye  were  acquainted  with  him  in 
his  own  way,  and  worlhipped  him  in  the  everlafting 
ordinance,  which  is  the  pure  light  of  his  Son  j  which 
was  before  the  letter,  brings  the  foul  nearer  to  the 
Lord  than  the  letter  can,  and  gives  a  fuller  commu- 
nion with  the  Lord  in  Spirit,  than  can  be  had  or 
enjoyed  through  words  or  conceptions  of  things.  And 
the  end  of  the  letter's  teftimony  is  to  bring  into  the 
Spirit  and  power,  which  is  the  adminiftration  of  the 
gofpel. 

Concern- 


Concerning  inward  Impressions.         21J 

Concerning  hrimrd  Imprejfions. 

ALL  the  Impreflions  which  are  from  the  holy  pure 
power  of  the  Hying  God,  are  of  the  gofpel  ad- 
miniftration,  and  are  of  great  ufe  and  virtue;  and  he 
that  is  gathered  out  of  the  dark  power,  into  the  pure 
power  of  God,  who  is  light,  and  who  gathers  into  the 
light,  by  the  mcflage  and  miniftration  of  the  gofpel, 
in  that  light  hath  a  difcerning  of  the  power  into  which 
he  is  gathered,  from  the  power  out  of  which  he  is  ga- 
thered. And  here  he  neither  can  nor  dares  receive 
any  imprefTion  of  the  dark  fpirit  and  power,  (which 
is  known  and  experienced  to  work  in  great  fubtilty  and 
deceivablenefs)  nor  refufe  any  motion  or  impreffion  ' 
which  is  of  the  Pure  and  Holy  Owe.  But  ye  lay  the 
great  ftrcfs  upon  owning  docbrinals  according  to  your 
apprehenfions  of  them ;  whereas  ye  muft  come  much 
further  out  of  Babylon,  out  of  man's  fpirit  and  wif- 
dom,  more  into  the  pure  fear  and  waiting  upon  God, 
more  into  the  fenfe  and  power  of  truth,  and  into  the 
light  and  knowledge  which  is  thereof,  before  your 
doclrinals  can  be  owned  and  fubfcribed  to,  by  that 
which  is  of  God.  And  this  fprings  in  my  heart  in 
true  love,  and  tendernefs,  and  melting  bowels  con- 
cerning you  :  Oh  !  that  ye  held  the  head  !  I  queftion 
not,  but  that  ye  hold  notions  about  the  head,  accord- 
ing to  your  underftanding  of  things;  but  to  hold  the 
head  is  a  far  deeper  thing  than  fo. 

As  for  that  pafiage  about  communion  with  God, 
apply  it;  Oh!  apply  it,  or  rather  wait  for  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  to  apply  it  clofe  to  your  hrarts  !  For  it  is 
poflible,  by  his  light  and  Spirit  in  his  own  due  feafon, 
he  may  make  rnanifeft  to  you,  that  much  of  that 
which  goeth  with  you  for  communion  with  God,  is 
not  really  fo  ;  and,  indeed,  in  the  true  love  and  up- 
right tendernefs  of  my  heart  towards  you,  1  would  not 
have  you  miftaken  about  thefe  things.  As  for  raptures, 
the  error  is  eafy;  but  in  that  which  lies  low  in  the 
pure  fear   is   the  prt^fervation.     And,    friend,    I  pray 
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confider  this  queftion  which  is  now  in  my  heart  to 
thee.  Thou  fpeakeft  of  departing  from  the  faith  :  Ah! 
friend,  art  thou  yet  come  to  the  faith  ?  Do  not  anfwer 
it  (lightly  ;  for  I  put  it  not  flightly  to  thee,  nor  with- 
out a  caufe.  For  through  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God, 
an  other-guife  knowledge,  and  fenfe  of  things,  in 
this  day  of  the  Lord's  power,  is  received,  than  thou 
haft  yet  attained. 

That  a  man's  doftrinals  are  right  according  to  fcrip- 
ture  in  all  the  main  fubftantials,  is  no  infallible  rule 
to  try  what  power  it  is  that  works  in  him,  or  what  his 
fpirit  is ;  becaufe  deceit  works  in  a  myftery ;  and  the 
fpirit  of  error  may  come  in  fheep's  clothing,  and 
may  get  good  words  and  fair  fpeeches  to  deceive  the 
hearts  of  the  fimple.  And  there  were  thofe  that  held 
a  form  of  godlfnefs,  and  had  not  the  true  power,  but 
denied  it;  and  fuch  were  to  be  turned  fromj  becaufe, 
denying  the  true  power,  they  denied  the  Lord  that 
bought  them,  and  fo  held  not  the  head  ;  and  he  that 
doth  fo,  whatfoever  he  holds  of  the  doctrine  of  fcrip- 
tures,  hath  fufRcient  caufe  to  queftion  his  communion 
with  God,  and  alfo  the  truth  of  his  raviftiments  and 
fpiritual  enjoyments,  and  all  his  duties  and  graces. 

Again;  a  man  may  apprehend  his  do6lrinals  to  be 
right,  as  to  the  main  fubftantials,  when  indeed  they 
are  not  fo.  For  the  doflrines  of  the  gofpel  are  myf- 
teries.  Faith  is  a  myftery;  the  love  of  God  in  the 
Spirit  a  myftery;  obedience  to  the  truth  a  myftery; 
the  right  confeftion  of  Chrift  in  and  through  the  Spirit 
a  myftery ;  the  worlhip  of  God  in  Spirit  a  myftery ; 
juftification,  fan6tification,  and  the  peace  and  joy  of 
the  Spirit,  myfteries  of  the  kingdom,  &c.  and  it  is 
eafy  mifling  and  mifunderftanding  thefe  things,  but 
hard  to  come  to  the  true  knowledge  of  them ;  and  if 
any  of  the  true,  inward,  fpiritual  knowledge  of  thefc 
things  be  received  at  any  time,  it  is  hard  retaining  it, 
nay,  impoflible  rightly  fo  to  do,  but  in  that  which  gave 
it.  And  indeed  this  is  the  great  myftery  of  religion  ; 
to  wit,  to  begin  in  the  Spirit,  and  fo  to  travel  on  in 
the  pure  light,  life,  and  knowledge  thereof,  and  not 
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to  entertain  or  mix  with  any  thing  of  the  flefh.  But. 
now  if  a  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  or  if  he 
be  not  able  to  diftinguifh  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  in  its 
voice,  motions,  and  workings,  from  the  other  Spirit, 
and  from  his  own  wifdom  and  underftanding  j  when 
he  reads  a  fcripture,  he  may  eafily  err  and  miftakc 
about  the  do£trines  thereof,  and  let  in  fomewhat  of 
his  own,  or  the  other  fpirit's  forming,  inftead  of  that 
which  is  the  pure  truth  of  God.  And  then  this  which 
he  hath  fo  let  in,  will  caufe  him  to  misjudge  concern- 
ing the  truth,  when  God  manifefts  and  brings  it  forth 
purely  and  unmixedly  in  others,  and  make  him  a  great 
enemy  to  it. 

This  was  the  cafe  of  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  and 
great  priefts,  in  the  time  of  Chrift  j  they  ftudied  the 
law,  gave  interpretations  of  it,  being  appointed  by 
God  to  preferve  the  people's  knowledge;  and  by 
their  underftanding  of  the  law  and  prophets,  Chrift 
could  not  be  the  Mefllah  j  for,  plainly,  that  appear- 
ance of  his  difagreed  with  the  law  and  the  prophets, 
according  to  their  underftanding  of  them.  Chrift  was 
to  abide  for  ever ;  but  he  faid  the  Son  of  man  muft  be 
lifted  up.  Yea,  the  very  difciples  themfelves  underftood 
not  this  for  a  long  time :  and  if  the  fenfe  of  the  life 
and  power  of  the  Father  in  him,  had  not  bowed  down 
their  fpirits,  they  alfo  would  have  reafoned  againft  him 
in  many  things.  "  When  Chrift  cometh,  no  man 
"  knoweth  whence  he  is  :  but  we  know  this  man 
"  whence  he  is."  And  when  Nicodcmus  (who  was 
touched  with  the  fenfe  of  his  power)  feemed  to  favour 
him  ;  what  faid  they  to  him  ?  ''  Search  and  look,  for 
"  out  of  Galilee  arifeth  no  prophet."  And  they  them- 
felves, in  fearching,  and  looking,  and  trying  by  the 
fcriptures,  found  him  not  agree  with  Mofes,  and  the 
law  which  he  had  given  from  God  (who  they  faid  they 
knew  was  of  God)  :  but  whereas  Mofes  had  given  a 
ftrift  command  about  the  fabbath,  upon  which  there 
was"  no  work  to  be  done,  nor  burthen  borne,  &c.  he, 
on  the  other  hand,  bids  a  man  "  take  up  his  bed  and 
"  walk  on  the  fabbath-day.     How  could  this  be  the 
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"  Mefliah,  of  whom  Mofes  wrote"  (would  they  fay 
in  their  hearts)  ?  Would  he  teach  and  praftifc  contrary 
to  Mofes  ?  So  that  there  is  no  certain  trying  by  the 
fcriptures,  further  than  a  man  is  certain  that  he  hath, 
the  underftanding  of  thofe  fcriptures  which  he  trieth 
by,  from  God's  Spirit.  For  was  not  this  plain  to 
them,  that  no  burthen  was  to  be  borne  on  the  fabbath  ? 
And  do  they  not  herein  (according  to  their  under- 
llandings  and  knowledge  of  the  fcripture)  find  Chrift 
contrary  to  Mofes  and  the  prophets  ?  What  then  would 
follow  naturally  ?  A  deceiver!  a  deceiver!  would  they 
prefently  cry.  He  cannot  be  of  God ;  let  him  talk 
of  what  power  he  will,  it  cannot  be  God's  power :  we 
need  a  further  fign  from  him,  before  we  can  believe 
him  to  be  the  Mefliah. 

But  the  way  of  trying  doftrines  by  the  unerring 
Spirit,  and  pure  light  of  truth  in  the  heart,  is  certain 
and  infallible.  He  who  is  truth,  and  no  lie,  never 
deceives  about  truth ;  yea,  the  very  inftindt  of  his  life 
and  nature  diftinguifhes  things  truly,  and  never  teaches 
the  heart  to  err,  who  is  acquainted  with  it,  and  keep- 
eth  to  it.  And  what  is  the  Spirit  which  is  given,  and 
why  is  he  given  ?  Is  he  not  above  the  lecter  ?  And 
where  he  is  received,  is  he  not  to  be  acknowledged 
above  it  ?  Is  not  his  law  of  light,  written  by  his  finger 
in  the  heart,  above  any  literal  defcription  or  command 
of  it  ?  We  muft  fet  the  Spirit  above  the  fcriptures, 
and  the  miniftration  of  the  Spirit  above  the  miniftra- 
tion  of  the  letter.  We  cannot  be  clear  before  the 
Lord,  in  giving  way  to  any  profcflbrs  on  the  earth 
herein,  but  muft  teftify  for  God  againft  them.  Yea, 
he  that  hath  received  the  anointing,  and  knoweth  how 
it  teacheth,  and  how  it  preferveth  from  all  that  fe- 
duceth,  cannot  but  give  the  honour  to  it,  and  ac- 
knowledge that  it  is  the  great  ordinance  of  God  in 
the  gofpei  even  above  and  beyond  the  letter.  And 
till  he  is  fo  known  and  received,  men  can  never  be 
able  to  diftinguilh  the  truths  of  God,  as  held  forth 
by  him  in  the  fcriptures  of  truth,  from  their  own 
Gonceivings  and  apprchenfions  about  things,  but  will 
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be  ready  to  take  their  own  apprehenfions  and  con- 
ceivings for  truth  ;  and  having  fo  done,  they  cannot 
but  nrjiffee,  miftake,  and  misjudge  about  that  which 
is  truth  indeed.  So  thai  the  dodrine  which  they  thus 
let  up,  is  not  indeed  the  do6lrine  of  truth  according 
to  the  fcriptures,  but  rather  that  which  they  conceive 
and  have  imagined  fo  to  be. 

So  that,  whereas  thou  fayell,  "  Your  religion  con- 
firts,  firft,  of  right  apprehenfions,"  &c.  we,  on  the 
other  hand,  cannot  but  teftify,  as  we  have  been  con- 
vinced by  the  Lord,  and  felt  and  underftood  in  him 
that  is  true,  that  a  man  muft  firft  receive  the  Spirit, 
before  he  can  have  right  apprehenfions  about  the 
myftery  of  God,  Chrrft,  &c.  becaufe  the  Spirit  fearch- 
eth  the  deep  things  of  God  ;  and  the  things  of  God 
knows  no  man  but  by  the  Spirit ;  therefore,  there  is 
a  necefTity  for  people  firft  to  be  turned  to  the  Spirit  of 
God,  as  being  the  firft  ftep  in  the  way  to  true  faving 
knowledge. 

Concerning  the  hight, 

CHRIST,  who  had  all  power  given  him  by  the  Fa- 
ther, and  authority  to  fend  forth  mefi!engers  to 
preach  the  gofpel  of  his  falvation,  he  fent  forth  his 
apoftles   and   fervants   to   teftify  and  declare  of  it. 

That  which  they  were  to  preach  and  teftify  of,  was, 
"  That  which  was  from  the  beginning  ;"  even  the 
"  eternal  life,  which  was  with  the  Father,  and  was 
"  manifefted  unto  them."  And  this  is  the  meflage 
which  they  heard  of  him,  and  were  to  declare  to 
others,  "  That  God  is  light,  and  in  him  is  no  dark- 
*'  nefs  at  all."  And  this  word  of  faith,  this  word 
which  was  from  the  beginning,  this  word  which  re- 
conciles the  foul  to  God,  they  were  to  preach,  as  near 
in  the  heart  and  in  the  mouth.  And  the  intent  of 
their  preaching  and  teftifying  of  this,  was  to  turn  men 
to  it;  from  the  darknefs  within  to  the  light  within  ; 
from  the  power  of  Satan  within,  to  the  power  of  God 
within.  Thus  was  the  gofpel  preached  before  the 
apoftafy,  and  thus  it  is  again  preached  after  the  apof- 
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tafy  J  and  this  light,  this  life,  this  power  of  the  invi-^ 
fible  word,  is  witnefTed  again  to  become  the  falvation, 
as  it  was  before  the  apoftafy. 

Now  here,  being  turned  to  this,  this  difcovers  the 
darknefs,  the  loft  eftate,  the  captivity,  the  bands,  the 
mifery  of  the  foul,  and  gives  to  long  after  the  Savi- 
our J  and  not  only  fo,  but  it  alfo  iheweth  the  Saviour 
whom  it  caufeth  the  foul  to  long  after  j  and  in  the 
waiting  upon  the  Saviour  in  the  light  which  is  of  him, 
giveth  to  partake  of  his  falvation. 

And  fo  here  we  come  to  have  that  work  of  God 
renewed  in  our  hearts  and  fpirits,  which  at  any  time 
was  formerly  wrought ;  and  wrought  more  clearly  and 
effectually  J  as  it  muft  needs  be,  as  the  mind  is  turned 
toward  and  gathered  into  the  pure  light,  life,  and 
power.  And  in  this  we  are  taught  to  own  Chrift,  as 
he  appeared  in  that  body  of  flefh,  and  what  he  did 
in  the  life  and  virtue  of  the  Father  ;  yea,  the  preciouf- 
nefs  of  that  his  facrifice,  both  in  its  own  nature,  and 
in  the  eye  of  the  Father ;  and  we  blefs  the  Lord  for 
him,,  and  believe  in  the  Father  through  him.  Yea, 
we  blefs  the  Lord  for  the  declarations  of  the  good 
things  in  the  fcriptures,  and  read  them  with  joy  and 
thankfulnefs  to  the  Father,  and  in  the  watch  againft 
that  which  would  imagine  about  them-,  for  we  know 
any  fuch  thing  (let  into  the  mind)  darkens.  So  that 
we  do  not  fall  Ihort  in  a  true  owning  of  Chrift,  as  he 
appeared  in  that  body ;  and  alfo  we  know  and  own 
the  fame  word  of  eternal  life  appearing  in  us  j  fo  that 
we  can  fay  truly  with  the  apoftle,  "  It  hath  pleafed 
**  the  Father  to  reveal  the  Son  in  us,  and  it  is  the 
"  eternal  life,  it  is  the  Son  indeed  of  the  Holy  God, 
"  and  not  another." 

Now,  for  that  way  of  working  which  thou  fpeakeft 
of,  of  feeing  a  man's  nakednefs,  filthinefs,  wretched, 
loft,  undone  condition  ;  of  being  convinced  of  his 
own  impotency  i  that  his  help  is  not  in  himfelfj  that 
all  his  righteoufnefs  is  as  filthy  rags ;  of  crying  out,  what 
ihall  I  do  !  Woe  is  me,  1  am  undone !  What  Ihall  I 
4o  to  be  faved  ?  How  fhall  I  appear  before  the  Lord  ? 
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And  fo  of  mourning  in  fecret,  and  the  fore  running,  &c. 
and  the  difcoveryof  Chrift,  as  was  in  that  day,  as  offered 
without  nnoney,  without  price,  &c.  and  fo  the  foul's  hum- 
ble and  cordial  calling  itfelf  upon  him,  &c.  and  defiring 
to  know  him,  not  only  as  a  Saviour,  but  as  a  Lord 
alfo,  reigning  over  it,  &c.  All  this  we  knew,  in  the 
true  and  fenfible  experience,  as  it  was  revealed  in  that 
day.  But  we  knew  not  the  word  of  life  within  to  be 
the  word  (though  we  felt  operations  from  it)  ;  and  {o 
were  not  founded  upon  the  rock,  upon  the  word  of 
life,  as  revealed  within  j  and  fo  when  the  ftorms  came, 
they  had  greater  power  upon  our  fpirics  than  we  be- 
lieved they  could  pofTibly  have.  And  now  in  the 
Lord's  frelh  vifiting  of  us,  we  have  not  loil  any  thing 
we  had  before,  nor  do  deny  any  thing  that  God  wrought 
in  us  then  }  but  have  it  again  with  advantage,  and 
precious  additions,  from  the  Lord  God,  in  that  pure 
light  of  life  wherev;ith  he  hath  vificed  us. 

And  now  God  having  demonftrated  this  thing  to 
us,  fhewing  us  what  it  is,  and  giving  us  to  partake  of 
the  precious  virtues  of  it  j  how  can  we  call  it  lefs  than 
a  meafurc  of  Chrift,  of  his  Spirit ;  than  the  feed  of 
the  kingdom  ;  than  the  heavenly  leaven,  &c.  ?  know- 
ing and  experiencing  it  alTuredly  to  be  that  very  thing 
which  Chrift  fo  called  in  his  parables;  and  that  in  you 
which  is  offended  at  us  for  it,  we  know  to  be  not  the 
true  birth,  but  the  birth  of  another  wifdom,  which  is 
to  be  caft  out  with  its  mother :  and  it  will  be  a  happy 
day  with  you,  if  ever  ye  come  to  witnefs  the  cafting 
of  it  out ;  which  ye  can  never  do,  till  ye  come  to 
know,  and  own,  and  be  fubjed  to,  Chrift  within,  to 
the  pure  commandment  and  Word  of  life  in  the  heart, 
to  the  law  which  cometh  out  of  Sion,  and  to  the  tefti- 
mony  and  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerufalem.  And 
they  that  come  not  to  know  it  caft  out  of  them  by  the 
power,  they  thereby  will  be  caft  out  with  it. 

But  that  there  are  fome  glimmerings  of  light  re- 
maining in  fallen  man,  diredting  concerning  many- 
things  morally  good,  as  to  honour  parents,  to  deal 
juftly,  to  do  as  we  would  be  done  unto,  &c.  there  is, 
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thou  fayeft,  a  light  difcovering  thefe  things  Us  duties, 
and  the  contrary  to  be  evil,  and  there  is  alfo  fome 
anfwerable  ftrength  to  come  up  to  fuch  nnoralities.  If 
thou  meanell  a  light  diftind  from  the  Spirit  and  di- 
vine nature  of  God,  I  defire  thee  to  manifeft  it  from 
fcripture :  for  Adam  was  to  die  the  death  that  very 
day  that  he  finned.  And  the  death  and  curfe  came 
upon  his  pofterity,  who  are  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins ; 
but  the  light  that  difcovers  and  leads  out  of  evil  is 
from  Chrift.  That  which  maketh  fin  manifeft,  is  his 
light.  I  read,  that  the  grace  which  bringeth  falvation 
hath  appeared  to  all  men  s  and  that  that  teaches  men 
to  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  and  gives  them 
ftrength  fo  to  do  j  and  that  it  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit 
to  convince  of  fin ;  and  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
llrived  with  the  old  world  to  reduce  them  from  their 
evil  ways ;  and  that  he  gave  the  Jews  his  good  Spirit 
to  inftruft  them,  but  they  rebelled  againft  him  :  but 
that  there  are  fome  glimmerings  of  light  diftind:  from 
the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  teaching  fallen  man  to  do  this, 
and  fome  anfwerable  ftrength  in  him  to  walk  up  there- 
to, I  read  not. 

It  is  the  promife  of  the  new  covenant,  that  Goci 
will  write  his  laws  in  the  heart  j  and  whatever  of  his 
law  is  written  in  any  man*s  heart,  it  is  by  virtue 
thereof;  for  man  is  dead  unto  God's  law  naturally, 
and  his  eye  blinded  by  the  God  of  the  world  ;  but 
that' which  opens  his  eye  to  fee  what  the  law  faith,  is 
the  light  of  the  Spirit.  For  that  which  maketh  maai- 
feft  is  light  i  and  that  which  may  be  known  of  God  in 
the  Gentiles,  is  made  manifeft  to  them  by  the  light  of 
God  in  them ;  which  fliineth  in  their  darknefs,  but 
their  darknefs  cannot  comprehend  it ;  but  it  fathometh 
and  comprehendeth  the  darknefs,  and  is  able  to  gather 
the  mind  out  of  it,  being  fubjedted  to  it,  in  the  will 
which  it  creates  and  begets,  through  the  eternal  power 
which  vifits  by  it,  and  is  prefent  with  it,  to  work  the 
mind  out  of,  and  deliver  it  from,  the  darknefs.  And 
as  this  light  comes  from  Chrift  ("  for  he  is  the  true 
"  light,  that  enlighteneth  every  man  that  cometh  into 
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"  the  world")  fo  it  difcovers  and  makcth  manifefl 
Chrill,  in  his  nature  and  Spirit,  and  leadeth  and  guid- 
eth  towards  him  ;  and  he  that  is  led  to  him  in  Spirit, 
and  born  of  him  in  Spirit,  cannot  mifs  of  the  benefit 
and  virtue  of  what  he  did  in  that  body  of  fiefh  j  being 
gathered  into,  and  found  in,  that  which  is  of  him,  to 
which  all  belongs.  And  in  and  by  this  is  received 
that  nature  wherein  the  law  is  anfwered  ;  and  the  work 
of  anfwering  the  law,  is  through  the  renewing  of  the 
mind,  and  an  evidence  of  fomewhat  of  a  new  nature ; 
every  degree  of  which  nature  is  begotten  and  main- 
tained by  Chrift,  the  power  of  God ;  who  is  over  the 
fall,  and  the  whole  corruption  thereof.  But  by  the 
old  corrupt  nature  or  mind,  can  no  man  do  the  things 
contained  in  the  law  ;  for  it  is  enmity  againft  God, 
and  is  not  fubjeft  to  his  holy  law ;  neither  indeed  can 
be.  But  the  law  is  fpiritual,  holy,  juft,  and  good,  con- 
verting the  foul,  and  making  wife  the  fimple ;  which 
work  it  effedeth,  wherever  it  is  written  in  the  heart, 
by  the  finger  of  God's  Spirit. 

Then  again,  as  touching  God's  imputing  Chrift's 
aftive  and  pauive  obedience,  &c.  we  do  not  lay  the 
ftrefs  of  juftification  in  believing  a  notion,  concerning 
Chrjft's  a6tive  and  paffive  obedience  ;  but  this  we 
know,  that  Chrift  did  obey  and  fuffer,  and  that  it  was 
for  our  fakes ;  and  that,  for  his  fake,  there  is  a  gift 
given  us  from  the  Father,  to  draw  us  to  Chrift  ;  and  that 
he  that  is  overcome  to  God,  by  the  gift  of  his  light, 
is  thereby  drawn  out  of  the  darknefs  j  and  that  that 
gift  brings  every  man  (that  hears  the  heavenly  voice 
thereof,  and  follows  it)  into  the  Son's  light,  into  the 
Son's  nature,  into  the  Son's  life,  into  the  Son's  Spirit; 
in  which,  the  Gentiles  might  partake  of  remiflion  of 
fins  for  his  fake,  being  gathered  thereby  out  of  the 
darknefs,  into  his  light  and  power.  For  though  they 
had  never  heard  the  outward  found  or  name  Chrift  j 
yet  feeling  the  thing,  and  being  gathered  to  God  by 
the  thing,  the  value  and  virtue  of  it  could  not  but 
redound  to  them  :  for  it  is  not  the  outward  name,  but 
the  inward  life  and  power,  which  is  the  Saviour. 

And 
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And  whereas  the  voice  of  the  Spirit  faith,  "  Ho, 
*'  every  one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters  ,'* 
what  are  the  waters  to  which  the  thirfty  are  invited  to 
come  ?  Did  we  not  believe  in  Chrift,  and  call  ourfelves 
on  Chrift  in  that  day,  according  as  thou  apprehendeft  ? 
And  yet  the  thirft  and  cry  of  our  fouls  was  not  fatif- 
fied.  But  the  living  waters  fatisfy  the  thirft.  Nor  is 
it  a  believing  a  relation  concerning  the  thing ;  but  a 
receiving  of  the  thing,  of  the  milk,  of  the  wine,  of 
the  living  water,  which  anfwers  the  defire  of  the  thirfty 
foul.  And  by  coming  to  the  living  waters,  and  hear- 
ing the  living  voice,  and  eating  and  drinking  the 
living  food,  the  foul  lives,  and  the  everlafting  cove- 
nant is  made  with  it,  even  the  fure  mercies  of  David, 
which  are  fure  in  the  covenant  of  life  for  ever.  And 
thofe  that  are  living,  in  and  by  the  true  life,  cannot 
defire  to  reap  and  enjoy  any  thing  out  of  the  new 
covenant  of  life,  but  only  in  it. 

This  is  in  my  heart  concerning  you  :  Ye  lay  the 
ftrefs  upon  a  notion,  and  upon  an  aft  of  the  creature 
from  and  upon  a  notion  ;  which  they  that  are  out  of 
the  life  may  perform  ;  and  who  (that  hath  any  fenfe 
of  a  man  in  him)  would  not  perform,  to  avoid  perifti- 
ing  ?  That  is,  who  would  not  thus  caft  himfelf  upon 
Chrift,  if  believing  after  fuch  a  manner  would  fave 
him  ?  And  yet  there  is  alfo  a  difference,  a  very  great 
difference,  between  doing  of  it  now,  when  Chrift  is 
generally  owned  as  the  Saviour,  and  doing  it  then, 
when  he  was  generally  difowned.  In  them  who  thus 
believed,  it  argued  the  teachings  of  the  life  and  power 
fo  to  do ;  but  now  the  form  of  owning  Chrift  is  far 
more  common  than  any  form  or  way  of  difowning 
him.  So  that  now,  not  the  word,  nor  the  form,  nor 
the  outward  owning,  or  the  cafting  of  the  foul  upon 
Chrift,  is  fo  much  to  be  confidered  or  valued ;  but 
rather  the  power,  the  light,  the  life,  the  gift,  wherein 
and  whereby  this  is  alone  rightly  and  truly  done.  And 
he  that  owneth  Chrift  aright,  will  own  that  which  is 
of  Chrift,  the  manifeftation  and  gift  of  his  Spirit,  the 
ftiining  of  his  pure  light,   firft  in  the  darknefs,  and 
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then  out  of  the  darknefs,  to  that  mind  which  it  hath 
gathered  and  preferveth  out  of  the  darknefs. 

And  then  for  being  complete  in  Chrifl:  in  a  relative 
way,  while  the  heart  is  unmortified,  and  unftibdued 
to  God  j  it  is  a  dangerous  miflaking  about  thefe 
things.  I  do  confefs  that  (ins  are  pardoned  upon  a 
true  belief,  and  the  foul  enters  into  the  covenant  of 
life,  and  is  accepted  with  the  Lord,  as  it  finds  entrance 
thereinto,  and  walks  therein.  And  there  is  no  con- 
demnation to  them  that  are  in  Chrift,  "  who  walk  not 
"  after  the  flefh,  but  after  the  Spirit."  But  if  there 
be  an  hearkening  to  the  flefh,  and  walking  after  the 
lufts  and  defires  thereof,  is  there  no  condemnation 
then  ^  Is  not  the  juftification  in  the  covenant,  and 
according  to  the  laws  of  the  covenant  ?  Alas  !  alas  ! 
how  do  men  imagine  concerning  things  !  and  fo  in 
their  imaginations  jufl:ify  themfelves  wherein  the  Lord 
condemns  them  j  and  know  not  the  way  of  the  covenant, 
and  of  the  juftification  thereof.  For  there  is  a  new 
covenant,  as  well  as  an  old  (and  the  new  is  not  like 
the  old)  J  and  a  walking  with  God  in  the  new  cove- 
nant ;  and  every  ftep  in  it  his  life  juftifies,  and  every 
flep  out  of  it  his  life  condemns;  and  the  Mediator  of 
the  new  covenant  juftifies  it  according  to  the  new 
covenant,  and  never  otherwife.  For  the  way  of  God 
is  perfeft  (the  way  of  life,  the  way  of  reconciliation, 
the  way  of  redemption),  and  the  foul  is  only  accepted, 
and  jufl:ified  of  the  Lord  therein.  Yea,  juftification 
is  a  myftery  to  man's  wifdom  and  underftanding,  with 
all  his  knowledge  he  can  gather  from  fcripture  :  and 
he  only  knows  it  who  feels  it,  and  hath  the  experience 
of  it,  in  that  which  is  true,  and  which  cannot  deceive. 


Concerning  Jujlijication, 

THE  apoftle  James  faith  exprefly,  That  by  works 
a  man  is  juftified,  and  not  by  faith  only  j  and 
his  words  were  from  God's  Spirit,  and  are  true,  and 
the  Lord  faw  an  ufe  and  fervice  of  them.     There  are 

works 
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works  which  are  excluded  the  covenant  of  life,  and 
there  are  works  which  are  not  exchided,  no  not  to 
juftification.  There  are  works  required  by,  the  cove- 
nant i  works  wrought  in  the  faith  and  by  the  power  of 
God }  and  when  -they  are  brought  to  the  light,  it  is 
made  manifeft  that  they  were  wrought  in  God ;  even 
works  that  are  of  his  Son,  wrought  in  the  life  and  by 
the  Spirit  of  his  Son,  and  thefe  the  Father  always 
juftifieth.  Yet  we  do  not  fay  this  is  a  man's  juftification 
for  his  fins  paft,  but  they  are  forgiven  for  his  name's  fake : 
nor  do  they  expiate  fins  afterward  committed,  &c.  but 
the  advocate  intercedes,  and  his  blood  walhes  them 
away.  But  this  we  fay,  that  alone  in  the  faith,  in  the 
obedience  of  the  new  covenant,  the  juftification  of 
the  new  covenant  is  witneflTed :  and  the  new  covenant 
juftifieth  no  fin,  nor  the  foul  in  fin  j  but  purgeth  away 
the  fin,  and  juftifieth  from  it,  walhing  off  the  venom 
and  defilement  of  the  wicked  fpirit  from  the  confci- 
cnce,  which  the  Lord  purgeth  by  the  faith,  and  by 
the  virtue  of  the  water  and  blood  which  the  faith 
brings  in. 

Now  having  been  led  by  God  into  the  pure  cove- 
nant of  life,  and  having  there  had  the  true  fenfe, 
knowledge,  and  experience  of  things,  even  of  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  we  cannot  but  fpeak  and  teftify 
of  it  as  we  have  felt  and  received  it  j  and  here  we 
know  and  find  certainly  and  infallibly,  that  it  is  not 
the  law  of  works  which  juftifieth  the  believer,  nor  the 
obedience  or  righteoufnefs  thereof  j  but  there  is  a 
righteoufnefs  revealed,  of  an  higher  nature  and  kind 
than  that  righteoufnefs  of  the  law,  which  is  made  the 
foul's  in  and  by  the  faith.  And  this  is  Chrift's  right- 
eoufnefs, the  righteoufnefs  of  his  life,  the  righteouf- 
nefs of  his  nature,  the  righteoufnefs  of  his  Spirit, 
which  is  revealed  in  the  foul,  and  which,  in  the  union 
with  Chrift,  becomes  the  foul's,  and  Chrift  thereby  is 
made  of  God  unto  us  righteoufnefs.  And  the  works 
which  are  wrought  in  man  by  this  righteous  Spirit 
and  holy  power,  are  of  far  more  value  in  themfclves, 
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and  of  more  acceptation  with  God,  than  man's  obe- 
dience to  the  law  could  be,  could  he  obey  ever  fo 
exaftly ;  for  thefe  are  /rom  an  higher  principle,  and 
of  a  far  more  excellent  nature,  fpirit  and  kind,  than 
man's  nature  and  fpirit  is  j  and  yet  the  acceptance  is 
not  for  the  works'  fake,  but  for  the  fake  of  the  worker 
of  thefe  works. 


Concertiing  God's  Love  to  Mankind. 

GREAT  is  the  love  of  God  to  mankind,  who 
defirerh  not  their  deftruction,  but  their  redemp- 
tion and  falvation  from  that  which  deftroyeth.  Now 
from  and  according  to  this  love,  he  fent  Chrift  as  a 
ranfom,  a  propitiation  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world ; 
and  not  only  fj,  but  he  hath  given  him  as  a  light  to 
enlighten  ail  the  dark  parts  of  the  earth,  that  every  foul 
might  believe  in  his  light,  and  by  its  guidance  and 
power  come  out  of  the  darknefs  :  and  the  free  gift  is 
as  large  and  as  powerful  to  fave,  as  the  offence  or 
offences  are  to  deftroy.  So  that  God  hath  not  only 
faid  it,  but  he  hath  manifclled  that  he  defireth  not  the 
death  of  a  finner  ;  but  would  have  all  men  to  be 
faved,  and  come  to  the  knowledge  of  his  truth,  and 
gift  of  his  grace,  that  they  might  be  faved  thereby. 
And  this  is  the  gofpel,  even  the  grace  which  bringeth 
falvation,  and  the  power  of  eternal  life,  to  all  mens 
doors  ;  by  and  in  which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  God 
(who  is  able  to  lave)  ftrivcs  with  them  and  in  them 
(according  to  his  pleafure)  againft  the  enemy. 

Now  for  men  to  interpret  a  fcripture  fo  as  to  over- 
turn this,  contrary  to  the  very  drift  of  the  gofpel,  and 
contrary  to  the  very  nature  and  heart  of  God,  they 
do  not  well,  nor  by  the  guidance  of  his  Spirit  in  fo 
doing.  And  now  in  love  to  thee,  though  I  have  not 
much  freedom  to  open  thefe  things,  knowing  that 
they  are  above  the  flate  of  mofl  people  to  underfland, 
and  that  it  is  rather  proper  for  them  to  wait  in  what 
is  clear  and  manifeft,  than  to  meddle  with  things  hard 
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to  be  underftood,  and  deeply  myfterious,  before  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  opens  them  to  them  :  yet  1  fay,  in 
love  I  find  freedom  in  the  Lord  to  fay  a  little  to  thee. 
Mind  the  words  of  the  apoftle,  in  fear  and  reverence 
towards  the  Lord,  **  What  if  God,  willing  to  fhew 
"  his  wrath,  atid  to  fnake  his  power  known,  endured 
"  with  much  long-fuffering  the  vefTels  of  his  wrath 
**  fitted  to  deftruftion  ?" 

Now  confider,  how  is  God  willing  to  jhew  his  wratb, 
and  to  make  the  power  of  his  dejlroying  a  vejfel  known  ? 
Is  it  a  thing  natural  to  him  ?  Is  it  not  contrary  to  his 
nature  to  deftroy  ?  Any  who  can  teftify  any  thing  of 
the  life  of  God  in  their  hearts,  do  they  find  any  thing 
of  a  deftroying   nature  in   it  ?    Chrift,    who  was  the 
exprefs  image  of  God,  did  not  he  come  to  fave  ?  Did 
he  come  to  deftroy  any  ?  And  when  any  refifted  the 
counfel  of  God  againft  themfelves,  was  it  not  grievous 
to  him  ?  "  O  Jerufalem  !  Jerufalem  !  how  often  would 
*«  I  have  gathered  thee  !"  Here  the  heart  of  God  to- 
wards the  fons  of  men  may  be  read,  as  in  a  true  glafs. 
And  before  the  Lord  gives  them  up  to  deftruftion,  doth 
he  not  endure  them  with  much  long-fuffering  ?  And 
is  it  not  the  proper  intent  of  the  goodnefs,  forbearance, 
and  long-fuff^ering  of  God  to  lead  men  to  repentance  ? 
Rom.  ii.  4.     And  they  that  are  led  by  the  long-fuff^er- 
ing  to  repent,  do  they  not  witnefs  it  falvation  ?  1  Pet. 
iii.  15.     Ah!  wait  on  God,  that  thou  mayeft  under- 
ftand    thefe  things  from  him  as  they  are  j    and    not 
according  to  the  imaginations  and  reafonings  of  thine 
own  wifdom  and  underftanding.     It  hath  been  a  long 
night  of  darknefs,  wherein  many  mifapprehenfions  and 
falfe  conceivings  upon  fcriptures  have  been  fwallowed 
down,  which  the  Lord  pitied  us  under,  and  bare  with 
us  in  them  ;  but  now  it  is  high  time  to  bow  down  to 
.  and  receive  that  light  which  purgeth  the  vefiel  from 
all  fuch  mifapprehenfions  and  mifconceivings,  which 
are  as  really  hay  and  ftubble  in  the  fight  of  God,  as 
the  grolTeft  darknefs  of  popery  is. 
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Concerning  Baptifm. 

WE  own  the  one  baptifm ;  and,  bleflfed  be  the 
Lord,  are  baptized  therewith  into  one  body. 
That  of  water  was  but  the  forerunner's,  but  the  fha- 
dow  of  Chrift's  baptifm,  which  is  with  the  Holy  Spirit 
and  fire.  Now  when  Chrift  fent  his  apoftles  to  preach 
and  baptize,  did  he  fend  them  to  baptize  with  the 
forerunner's  baptifm,  or  with  his  own  baptifm,  when 
he  faid,  "  Go  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  into 
"  the  name,"  &c.  ?  Paul  profeflfeth  openly  he  was  not 
fent  to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the  gofpel.  Was  he 
not  an  apoftle  ?  Had  he  not  feen  the  Lord  ?  Had  he 
not  his  commiffion  from  him  ?  Did  not  the  apoftolick 
commiflion  contain  baptifm  as  fully  as  preaching  ?  Is 
it  not  faid,  "  He  that  believeth,  and  is  baptized,  (hall 
"  be  faved  ?"  Yes,  without  doubt,  it  did  contain 
Chrift's  baptifm  (without  which  there  is  no  falvation) 
as  well  as  preaching;  but  the  baptifm  of  water,  which 
was  a  figure  of  the  thing  (which  Paul  did  find  freedom 
to  do  to  fome)  Paul  faid  he  was  not  fent  to  do.  He  did 
it  not  by  commandment,  but  he  might  do  it  by  per- 
miflion,  as  well  as  circumcife  ;  which  was  another 
figure  of  the  fame  thing. 


Concerning  Perfe5lion. 

CHRIST  is  a  perfc(5t  phyfician,  and  is  able  to 
work  a  perfect  cure  on  the  heart  that  believeth 
in  him,  and  waiteth  upon  liim  :  yea,  he  came  to  de- 
ftroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  to  cleanfe  man's  mind 
of  the  darknefs  and  power  of  Satan,  and  to  fill  it  with 
the  life  and  power  of  truth ;  and  he  fent  forth  a  mini- 
ftry  not  only  for  the  beginning,  but  for  the  perfecting 
of  the  work  :  yea,  his  Word  in  the  mouth  and  heart 
is  powerful,  Iharper  than  a  two-edged  fword,  and  he 
can  caft  out  the  ftrong  man,  and  cut  down  all  that  is 
conupt  and  contrary  to  himfclf,  and  break  down  every 
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ftrong  hold  in  the  mind,  and  fpoil  all  the  goods  of  the 
enemy.  Chrift  likewife  bids  his  difciples  "  be  perfedl, 
''  as  their  heavenly  Father  is  perfedl ;"  and  the  apoftle 
bids  men  "  perfed  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  God,"  that 
they  might  be  fully  feparated  from,  and  not  fo  much 
as  touch,  the  unclean  thing;  but  enjoy  the  promifes 
of  God's  dwelling  in  them,  and  walking  in  them, 
whofe  temple  under  the  gofpel  is  to  be  pure.  And  if 
a  man  wait  upon  God  in  the  work  of  purifying,  and 
witnefs  the  power  and  virtue  of  the  new  covenant, 
even  the  fear  put  into  the  heart,  which  keepeth  the 
heart  clean,  and  will  not  fuffer  it  to  depart  from  the 
Lord,  and  witnefs  the  powerful  law  of  the  cndlefs  life 
giving  him  dominion  over  the  law  of  fin  and  death  in 
the  members,  apd  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  put  within 
him,  caufing  him  to  walk  in  his  ways,  and  to  keep 
his  ftatutes  and  do  them  ;  furely  this  man  cometh 
near  to  perfedion.  Did  Chrift  cure  perfeflly  out- 
wardly in  the  days  of  his  flelli ;  and  Ihall  he  not  cure 
perfeftly  inwardly  in  the  day  of  his  Spirit  ?  Yes,  cer- 
tainly ;  the  lame,  the  deaf,  the  blind,  the  dumb,  the 
lepers  waiting  upon  him  in  the  day  of  his  covenant, 
fhall  be  cured  by  him  as  perfectly  inwardly,  as  ever 
the  others  were  outwardly.  And  then  is  the  day  of 
joy,  and  of  reaping  the  good  things  which  the  pro- 
miles  contain,  feeding  on  the  feaft  of  fat  things  on 
God's  holy  mountain,  in  peace  of  fpirit,  in  fecurity 
from  the  foul's  enemies,  none  of  them  being  able  to 
come  near  to  hurt  or  deftroy  j  nay,  not  fo  much  as  to 
make  afraid  on  the  mountain  of  God's  holinefs  :  and 
then  the  fong  of  Mofes,  and  the  fong  of  the  Lamb  is 
fung,  and  walking  in  the  way  of  holinefs  witnelfed  ; 
which  no  unclean  thing  can  pafs  over  to,  but  only  the 
ranfomed  and  redeemed  of  the  Lord. 

Now  if  any  man  come  in  truth  to  witnefs  this  from 
the  Lord,  and  hath  found  by  his  confuming  fire  the 
drofs  burnt  up  in  him,  and  his  foul  cleanfed  from  what 
is  corrupt  and  unrighteous  ;  doth  he  deceive  himfelf, 
or  is  he  a  liar,  if  he  fay  the  Lord  hath  cleanfed  me 
from  all  my  unrighteoufnefs  ?    And  did  John  fpeak 
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here  of  his  own  flate,  or  of  the  ftate  of  the  other 
apoftles  and  believers,  who  were  grown  up  in  the  life 
and  power  of  truth,  and  had  overcome  the  wicked 
one,  by  the  ftrength  of  Chrift  in  thena  ?  Or  did  he 
fpeak  condefcendingly  (as  the  apoilles  often  did  with 
the  weak  :  becoming  as  weak,  when  they  were  exalted 
by  God  to  an  higher  ftate  than  that  condition  figni- 
fied)  ?  Had  he  not  fellowfliip  with  the  Father  and  the 
Son  ?  And  was  not  his  joy  full  ?  And  is  the  joy  of 
any  full,  while  fin,  while  corruption,  is  near  and  hath 
power  J  while  Satan,  while  the  powers  of  darknefs,  are 
not  trodden  under  foot  ?  There  is  a  ftate  of  righteouf- 
nefs  without  Chrift,  wherein  if  a  man  fay  he  hath  no 
fin  (and  fo  thinks  he  hath  no  need  of  Chrift)  he  de- 
ceives himfeif.  But  there  is  a  power  in  Chrift  to  per- 
fect the  work  of  redemption  in  the  heart  j  to  fandlify 
the  creature  wholly,  in  body,  foul,  and  fpirit  -,  yea, 
his  leaven  received  will  work,  and  works  daily,  till  it 
hath  wrought  all  out,  and  the  whole  be  leavened;  and  he 
that  truly  feeleth  it  fo,  and  can  fay  in  God's  prefence, 
and  in  the  true  fear  and  humility  of  heart.  The  old 
leaven  is  wholly  wrought  out,  and  the  new  hath 
wholly  leavened  me ;  this  is  not  the  voice  of  deceit, 
but  of  truth  in  hiin. 

As  for  that  queftion.  Whether  Chrift  hath  not  reigned 
in  his  Spirit  all  along  in  the  fouls  of  his  true  people  ? 

^fif.  There  hath  been  little  of  Chrift's  reign  in  Spi- 
rit witnefted  all  along  the  apoftafy.  It  is  a  great  matter 
to  come  to  witnefs  Chrift's  reign  in  the  heart :  yea, 
there  are  many  who  never  yet  came  through  the  fuf- 
fering  which  goes  before  the  reign  :  but  the  crofs,  the 
power  of  the  crofs,  and  the  thorough  death  thereby  of 
all  that  ftands  in  the  v/ay  of  Chrift's  pure  reigning,  is 
yet  to  be  taken  up,  and  many  journeys  to  be  gone, 
before  men  come  to  witnefs  Chrift's  kingdom,  and  the 
reign  of  his  Spirit  therein  ? 

There  are  fome  other  paflages  which  I  find  in  my 
heart  to  fay  fomewhat  to.  One  is  this  :  "  That  ye 
**  know  through  mercy  when  ye  are  well ;  that  ye  are 
<«  fatisaed,"  ^c, 
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There  hath  been  a  cloudy  and  a  dark  day ;  which, 
for  its  thicknefs,  may  well  be  called  night ;  wherein 
the  people  of  the  Lord  have  been  fcattered  from 
mountaia  to  hill,  feeking  their  fefting-place. 

Now  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord,  after  this  thick  night 
of  darknefs  to  gather  the  fcattered  fheep,  aiid  to  be- 
come the  phyfician  (in  the  miniftration  of  his  Spirit, 
life,  and  power)  to  heal  them,  and  bind  them  up. 

And  thofe  that  have  been  fick  and  diftreffed,  and 
brought  into  the  true  fenfe,  they  feel  the  need  of  the 
phyfician,  and  blefs  his  name  for  the  healing  which 
he  bringeth  with  him  under  his  wings. 

But  there  are  fome  that  are  fat  and  ftrong,  and 
whole  and  complete  by  an  imputed  righteoufneis,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  apprehending  j  and  thefe  are 
well  J  thefe  are  fatisfied  ;  they  have  no  need  of  this 
vifitation  of  God,  nor  of  this  difpenfation  of  life  and 
power  from  on  high. 

There  was  a  church  once,  before  the  apoftafy  took 
place,  that  knew  the  truth  better  than  ye  do,  that 
faid.  She  was  rich,  increafed  with  goods,  and  had 
need  of  nothing  j  and  yet  wanted  the  tfied  gold,  the 
white  raiment,  and  the  eye-falve.  And  if  ye  knew 
how  aright  to  wait  on  the  Lord,  and  receive  counfel 
and  light  from  him,  perhaps  ye  might  therein  fee  alfo, 
that  ye  are  deftitute  of  and  want  the  fame  things. 

Now  in  that  we  teftify  to  you  that  we  have  been  in 
your  ftate,  and  fully  experienced  it,  and  feen  in  the 
light  of  the  Lord  the  truth  thereof,  and  the  defedls 
thereof  J  and  in  love,  and  in  the  leadings  of  God's 
Spirit,  are  drawn  to  teftify  thereof  to  you,  and  have 
from  him  received  the  knowledge  of  the  living  way, 
which  was  made  manifeft  before  the  apoftafy,  and  is 
now  again ;  and  are  taught  and  enabled  by  the  Lord 
to  walk  with  him  therein,  the  Lord  having  led  us  into 
that,  and  brought  us  forth  in  that,  from  which  all  the 
apoftates  have  erred,  and  out  of  which  they  all  are  j 
this  ftiould  not  be  a  thing  flighted  by  you  j  but  being 
a  weighty  teftimony,   and  of  great  concernment  to 
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you,  fhould  be  weightily  confidered  of,  and  deter" 
mined  in  you,  by  that  which  alone  is  able  to  decide  it* 
Now  if  ye  weigh  this  teftimony  by  fcripcures,  and 
have  not  a  true  underftanding  of  thofe  fcriptures  from 
God,  ye  will  but  thereby  err  the  more,  and  be  the 
more  confident  and  hardened  in  your  errors,  and  fo  go 
on  in  a  kind  of  fatisfadtion  and  peace  in  kicking  againft 
the  pricks. 

And  as  for  our  confidence,  we  can  truly  fay  in  the 
Spirit  of  truth,  we  know  that  we  are  of  God,  gathered 
unto  him  by  the  life  and  Spirit  of  his  Son  revealed  in 
us  J  and  we  could  eat  our  bread  in  fecret,  and  drink 
the  water  of  life  out  of  our  own  cifterns  filently,  but 
that  the  Lord  required  us,  and  his  love  conftraineth 
us,  and  it  is  due  to  the  glorious  work  of  his  mercy 
and  power  towards  us,  to  declare,  in  the  feafons  of 
his  choofing,  what  the  Lord  hath  done  for  our  poor, 
diftrelTed,  mourning,  wandering,  undone  fouls.  Now 
if  others  are  confident  without  a  caufe  ;  that  doth  not 
make  void  our  confidence,  which  is  grounded  upon 
the  truth ;  nor  the  teftimony  thereof,  ifPuing  forth 
from  and  in  the  truth :  but  that  which  is  of  God  hear- 
eth  and  owneth  it,  and  feeleth  the  work  of  his  love 
and  great  power,  and  blefifctli  his  name  therefore. 

As  for  thofe  expreflions,  "  It  is  enough  for  thee 
"  that  Jefus  Chrift  is  thine,"  &c.  fo  far  as  thou  feel- 
eft  union  with  him,  in  the  principle  of  life  which  is 
of  him,  thou  mayeft  fay  fo  truly.  But  is  it  not 
ft:range,  that  thou  ftiouldft  be  of  it,  and  not  be  able 
to  know  and  own  it,  in  this  day  of  its  manifeftation  ; 
but  call  the  light,  which  is  fpiritual  and  eternal,  (and 
gives  the  true  and  certain  knowledge  of  Chrift)  na- 
tural ?  What !  of  God,  of  Chrift,  (having  received 
the  Spirit,  the  living  well)  and  yet  not  know  the  myf- 
tery  of  life  within,  nor  its  pure  voice  in  this  prefent 
day  !  but  limit  the  unlimited  One  to  a  form  of  words 
formerly  fpoken  by  him  1  how  do  thefe  things  agree 
with  what  thou  profefleft  ?  Surely  they  are  deeply  in 
the  mift,  who  know  not  Chrift  from  antichriftj  but 
fight  againft  Chrift  and  his  light,  as  if  it  were  of  anti- 
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chrift  or  nature.  Now  we  are  one  with  any  of  you 
(though  ye  know  it  not)  fo  far  as  ye  know  and  are  of 
the  truth,  and  feel  true  union  with  whatever  is  of  God 
in  you.  iiii 

Thus  in  faithfulnefs  to  God,  and  in  love  to  truth 
and  tendernefs  to  thee,  I  have  given  forth  that  which 
fprang  in  me  towards  thee.  And  indeed  I  fingly 
breathe  to  the  Lord  in  my  fpirit,  that  it  may  be  fer- 
viceable  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  for  thy  good  5  even 
to  (hake  that  knowledge  and  fenfe  which  is  not  of  him 
in  thee,  (though  thou  ftrongly  believeft  it  to  be  of 
him)  and  fo  to  bring  thee  to  the  infallible  fenfe  and 
experience  of  the  true  foundation,  and  to  a  fixed  build- 
ing and  eftablilhment  in  Spirit  thereupon,  in  that  light 
which  is  of  the  Father;  that  therein  thou  mayeft  own 
and  partake  of  the  miniftration  of  the  everlaiting  and 
pure  power  in  thy  prefent  day  and  generation  j  which 
is  now  fo  difpenfed,  as  it  hath  not  been/ince  the  night 
of  the  apoftafy.  BlefTed  be  his  name,  whofe  light 
ihines,  whofe  life  is  made  manifeft,  whofe  power  is 
rifen  out  of,  and  reigns  over,  the  darknefs  ;  whofe 
love  and  mercy  abounds  in  the  hearts  of  the  re- 
deemed-ones,  who  abundantly  partake  of  the  cove- 
nant of  life,  and  of  the  precious  promifes  of  the  gof- 
pel,  to  the  praife  of  the  riches  of  the  grace  and  mercy 
which  were  to  be  revealed  in  the  ages  to  come  after 
the  apoftafy,  and  are  fo  revealed,  and  are  yet  more  to 
be  revealed,  to  the  increafe  of  the  glory  of  his  name, 
and  of  the  joy  and  confolation  of  his  redeemed-ones ; 
who  find  that  to  be  God's  power  and  wifdom,  and 
mighty  redemption  to  them,  which  to  others  is  a 
ftumbling-block,  weaknefs,  and  fooliflinefs :  and  he 
who  ever  was,  and  ftill  is,  the  life,  is  once  again 
become  a  ftumbling-ftone,  and  rock  of  offence  to  both 
the  houfes  of  Ifrael ;  who  though  they  have  longed 
after  him,  and  breathed  for  him,  and  prayed  that  his 
kingdom  might  come;  yet  now,  when  he  is  come, 
they  know  him  not,  but  are  wife  and  ftrong  in  refitt- 
ing and  oppofing  him  j  which  is  much  to  their  hurt 
and  great  danger,  as  the  Lord  God  feeth  in  the  light 
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wherein  he  dwells,  and  as  he  hath  given  his  children, 
who  dwell  with  him  in  the  fame  light,  to  fee  with  his 
eye.  And  friend  ]  take  hqed  that  thou  turn  not  the 
edge  of  thy  weapon,  even  of  thy  fcripture-knowledge, 
againft  Chrift  (there  were  thofe  that  once  did  fo) ; 
nor  that  thy  table  becomes  thy  fnare :  for  that  was  the 
curfe  which  lighted  on  thofe  who  oppofed  Chrift's  ap- 
pearance in  flelh  ;  and  it  may  alfo  (in  the  juft  and 
moll  righteous  judgment  of  God)  befall  thofe  who 
oppofe  his  appearance  in  Spirit  in  this  his  day. 

And  as  for  what  I  have  written  unto  thee,  thou  (halt 
one  day  witnefs  that  I  have  written  to  thee  in  true 
love,  and  in  the  true  light  and  fenfc  of  truth  •,  and  if 
thou  canft  retire  into  that  which  is  of  God  in  thee, 
and  receive  the  true  fenfe  and  underftanding  there, 
thou  wilt  there  feel  it  fo  now.  And  oh  !  that  thou 
couldft  diftinguifh  between  God's  witnefs  in  thy  heart, 
and  the  voice  of  thy  underftanding  and  gathered  know- 
ledge !  that  thou  mighceft  receive  a  being,  life,  pure 
fenie,  and  underftanding,  in  that  which  is  pure  of 
God-,  that  the  gold  might  be  feparated  from  the  drofs, 
and  there  might  come  forth  a  veffel  for  the  refiner ! 

I  am  a  lover  of  fouls,  and  an  earneft  defirer 

after  their  welfare  -,  but  efpecially  of 

25th  of  the  nth  fuch  as  breathe  after,  and  long 

month,  1667.  £q^^    communion   with  the 

Lord,    in  that  which  is 
living  and  pure, 

ISAAC  PENINGTON. 


A  Reply 


^■rvtv{'    234    .] 


Reply  to  thy  Animadversions. 


To  the  Firfi. 

A  Man  is  juftified  upon  account  of  Chrift,  of  being 
in  him,  believing  in  him,  obeying  his  gofpel. 
AH  thefe  have  reference  to  juftification,  according  to 
the  foul's  experience,  and  according  to  the  fcriptures, 
and  none  of  them  are  to  be  Excluded.  God  hath 
appointed  Chrift  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  to  give 
repentance,  faith,  and  remiflion  of  (insj  and  in  the 
cxercife  of  that  repentance  and  faith,  the  righteoufnefs 
and  juftification  is  received.  And  the  Lord  condemns 
the  unbeliever,  becaufe  he  believes  notj  and  the  dif- 
obedient,  becaufe  he  obeys  not  the  gofpel :  and  he  alfo 
juftifies  the  believer  and  the  obedient,  becaufe  of  the 
faith  and  obedience  of  his  Son  which  he  finds  in  them. 
And  in  this  faith,  the  righteoufnefs,  the  pure  righteouf- 
nefs, flows;  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  covers j  and  it  is 
not  only  the  principle,  but  alfo  the  garment,  of  right- 
eoufnefs and  falvation  j  yea,  all  that  Chrift  did  in  the 
fiefh  comes  in  here,  and  the  foul  feels  and  partakes 
of  the  virtue  and  value  of  it  all,  being  found  here. 
But  out  of  this  are  the  notions  and  imaginations  of 
mens  minds,  upon  and  about  fcriptures  concerning 
the  thing;  who  indeed  and  in  truth  (as  it  really  is) 
know  it  not. 

7*0  the  Second, 

~.    There  are  two  covenants,  and  there  are  works  of 
wch,  works  required  by  each.    In  the  old  covenant, 

obedience 
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obedience  to  the  law  of  Mofes  is  required.  In  the 
new  covenant,  believing  in  Chrift,  ("  this  is  the  work 
"  of  God,  that  ye  believe  in  him  whonn  he  hath 
"  fent")  and  obedience  to  his  gofpel  and  Holy  Spirit. 
Now  thefe,  and  the  works  of  the  old,  are  not  one  and 
the  fame,  nor  have  the  fame  acceptance  and  juftifica- 
tion  with  the  Lord.  Nay,  though  a  man  could  per- 
form all  the  law  of  Mofes  exadly,  yet  would  he  not 
be  therein  fo  juftified  in  the  fight  of  God  as  the  be- 
liever is ;  his  faith  and  obedience,  which  he  receiveth 
from  Chrill,  and  performeth  in  the  ftrength  of  his 
grace  and  new  life,  being  of  an  higher  kind,  and 
more  excellent  nature,  than  man's  fulfilling  the  law 
in  his  own  natural  capacity  and  principle  can  be.  I 
am  forry  thou  haft  no  better  a  knowledge  and  favour 
of  the  things  of  the  kingdom,  than  to  teftify  a  dif- 
like  of  this  diftinftion.  And  as  for  the  Papifts,  wc 
meddle  not  with  them,  farther  than  we  are  led  by 
the  Lord  :  for  my  part,  I  know  not  what  they  hold  as 
to  this  thing. 

'^0  the  I'bird, 

God  did  threaten  the  Gentiles  (wiftiing  them  to 
take  heed  of  boafting  againft  the  Jews)  that  if  they 
did  not  continue  in  the  faith,  and  in  the  fear,  they 
fhould  be  cut  off,  as  the  Jews  were.  Now  there  was 
a  great  and  general  departing  from  the  faith,  and  an- 
fwerably  a  general  cutting  off.  And  though  life  was 
referved  in  a  fcleft  number  in  the  wiJdernefs;  yet  the 
true  way  of  gathering  into  churches  and  the  church- 
ftate  fell.  And  now  being  fallen,  the  Lord  alone  is 
able  to  rebuild,  as  he  built  at  firft.  Now  men  read- 
ing the  fcriptures  of  the  glory  of  the  former  church- 
ftate,  have  been  longing  after  it,  (which  was  good) 
but  withal  too  forward  to  thruft  themfelves  into  it, 
and  build  by  imitation,  without  the  clear  fight,  lead- 
ings, and  guidance  of  the  Spirit ;  and  fo  have  not 
built  up  in  the  fame  life  and  power  by  which  the 
building  was   at  firft,  and  can  alone   be  truly  raifed 

again. 
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again.  Now  the  Lord  being  come  forth  in  his  power, 
and  raifing  up  his  own  building,  the  fame  Spirit  that 
raifeth  up  that,  teftifieth  againfl:  all  the  other,  which 
are  raifed  up  without  it.  And  indeed  the  teftimony 
againfl:  the  prefent  churches  and  congregations  gathered 
out  of  the  power,  is  God's,  not  our's.  But  confider 
ferioufly ;  John  had  a  reed  given  him  to  meafure  the 
temple,  &c.  when  part  was  to  be  referved  for  God, 
and  part  to  be  given  to  the  Gentiles.  But  who  gave 
you  power  to  gather  churches,  or  pradife  thofe  which 
ye  call  church-ordinances  ?  "  Who  hath  required  thefe 
**  things  at  your  hands  ?  And  where  doll  thou  read 
that  the  Gentiles  did  tread  down  the  outward  court 
after  it  was  given  them  ?  They  trod  down  the  holy  city 
indeed  forty-two  months. 

"'  To  the  Fourth, 

So  far  as  you  fee,  hear,  tafte,  feel  any  thing  in  the 
pure  light  of  the  truth,  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  we  rejoice 
therein  J  and  heartily  defire  the  increafe  thereof  in  you: 
but  we  would  not  have  you  miftaken  about  thefe 
things. 

To  the  Fifth. 

Concerning  the  word  or  commandment  which  Mofes 
fpeaks  of,  and  which  Paul  faid  was  the  word  of  faith 
which  they  preached. 

If  the  firil  covenant  had  been  faultlefs,  there  had 
not  been  place  left  for  a  fecond.  **  For  if  there  had 
<*  been  a  law  given,  which  would  have  given  life, 
**  righteoufnefs  Ihould  have  been  by  that  law."  But 
notwithftanding  the  wonders  which  God  did  in  Egypt 
and  the  wildernefs,  and  the  giving  the  law  and  ordi- 
nances, &c.  yet  the  veil  was  upon  them,  and  "  the 
^*  Lord  had  not  given  them  an  heart  to  perceive,  nor 
«  eyes  to  fee,  nor  cars  to  hear,  to  that  very  day,'* 
Peut.  xxix.  4.  Well  then  j  there  was  a  neceflity  of 
another  covenant  i  and  thefe  words  which  Mofes  now 
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fpeaks  to  them  from  God,  were  words  concerning  an- 
other covenant  befides  that  made  in  Horeb. 

But  where  is  the  commandment  of  this  covenant  ? 
Where  is  the  hnv  of  this  covenant  ?  Where  is  the 
Word  of  this  covenant  ?  It  is  not  hidden  from  thee, 
neither  is  it  far  off.  It  is  not  in  heaven,  that  thou 
fhouldfl:  fay,  W^ho  fhall  go  up  for  us  to  heaven,  and 
bring  it  unto  us,  that  we  may  hear  it,  and  do  it  ?  Nei- 
ther is  it  beyond  the  fea;  "  but  the  Word  is  very  nigh 
"  unto  thee,  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart,  that 
"  thou  mayeft  do  it."  And  this  nigh  Word  of  the 
other  covenant,  whereby  God  circumcifeth  the  heart, 
to  love  the  Lord  God  with  all  the  heart,  is  the  Word 
eternal,  and  no  other-,  who  harl^  received  this  power 
of  the  Father,  and  none  elfe  hath  received  it :  and  in 
the  obedience  to  him,  his  righceoufnefs  is  revealed  and 
received,  and  made  the  foul's,  from  faith  to  faith. 
And  it  is  in  vain  for  you  to  think  to  blind  our  eyes 
either  concerning  this  fciipture,  or  concerning  the 
thing  itfelf  which  this  fcripture  teftifies  of  j  God  hav- 
ing opened  the  eye  and  heart,  which  fees  and  knows, 
and  in  the  true  light,  which  is  from  and  of  the  W^ord, 
fees  him  who  is  invifible  and  eternal,  even  the  life, 
holy  power,  wifdom,  and  righteoufnefs,  which  was  in 
and  with  the  Father  before  the  world  was.  And  this 
was  the  Word,  before  it  took  up  the  body  of  flefh, 
and  is  Hill  the  Word,  and  no  other  j  and  its  com- 
mandment is  life  eternal  J  in  the  pure  faith  whereof, 
and  in  the  pure  obedience  whereto,  he  giveth  life 
abundantly  :  but  out  of  the  faith  and  obedience  there- 
to, he  doth  neither  give  life,  nor  the  jullification  of 
life  ;  but  the  deceits  of  the  enemy  there  prevail  in  mens 
minds  concerning  thefe  things. 

Now  had  the  Jews  under  the  law  come  to  this 
Word,  they  had  by  the  light  thereof  underftood  the 
law,  and  by  the  power  .thereof  fulfilled  it.  And  when 
Chrift  and  the  apoftles  preached,  had  they  that  heard, 
felt  this  Word,  they  could  not  but  in  their  hearts  have 
believed  him  to  be  the  Lord,  and  alfo  have  confefTed 
his  refurredtion  from  the  dead;  which,  in  that  day,  it 

was 
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was  a  great  thing  to  confefs,  being  not  revealed  by 
flelh  and  blood ;  nor  the  teftimony  then  eafily  fwal- 
lowed  by  the  flefhly  and  earthly  part,  but  generally 
oppofed  by  it.  But  now  thefe  things  are  received  and 
acknowledged  by  multitudes  without  the  power ;  and 
as  fo  received,  are  of  no  value,  nor  can  fave  j  but  the 
owning  and  receiving,  and  being  born  of  the  Spirit, 
life,  and  power,  (which  was  in  him)  faves,  and  gives 
fuch  an  acknowledgment  of  thefe  things,  as  is  of  the 
life  and  power,  and  accepted  with  the  Father. 

But,  alas  1  friend,  how  haft  thou  wreiled  and  per- 
verted this  fcripture,  turning  afide  the  intent  of  God's 
Spirit,  and  putting  thine  own  meaning  upon  his  words, 
ftriving  to  make  them  fpeak  what  thou  wouldft  have 
them  !  Is  this  reading^  of  the  fcriptures  in  reverence, 
humility,  and  godly  fear  ?  Oh  1  that  God  would  give 
thee  a  fenfe  of  what  thou  haft  done  herein  !  For  nei- 
ther Mofes  nor  Paul  doth  thus  reftrain  them,  nor  men- 
tion any  fuch  fort  of  people  as  thou  fpeakeft  of  i  but 
thou,  by  thy  expofition,  makeft  void  the  mind  of 
God,  and  the  drift  of  his  Spirit  in  the  fcriptures.  If 
thou  haft,  in  this  wifdom  and  latitude  of  thy  own 
fpirit,  read  the  fcriptures,  not  knowing  God's  Spirit  to 
gird  and  limit  thee  from  thine  own  apprehendings  and 
conceivings,  what  kind  of  rule  haft  thou  made  to  thy- 
felf  out  of  them?  Ah!  friend,  if  thou  knoweft  God's 
Spirit,  keep  to  it  j  if  thou  knoweft  it  not,  wait  for  it 
to  become  thy  guide  and  leader,  and  the  opener  of 
fcriptures  and  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  to  thee. 

The  light  which  enlighteneth  every  man  that  com- 
eth  into  the  world,  and  the  eternal  Word  or  Son  of 
God,  is  the  fame.  And  this  light  ftiining  in  the  dark- 
nefs,  ftiineth  and  enlighteneth  with  the  true  light :  and 
the  end  of  its  enlightening  is,  that  therein  men  might 
feel  the  drawings  of  the  Father,  the  ftrivings  of  his 
Spirit  J  and  in  the  faith  thereof,  and  fubjedion  there- 
to, come  out  of  the  darknefs. 

Now  the  condemnation  is  not  becaufe  Chrift  hath 
not  fufficiently  enlightened  them,  or  that  there  goeth 
not  fufficient  power  with  his  light  to  redeem  from  the 

darknefs  i 
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t^arknefs ;  but  becaufe  men  turn  the  deaf  ear  to  him, 
will  not  hear  him ;  but  in  love  to  the  darknefs,  hear 
the  voice  of  him  who  dwells  in  the  darknefs.  But  the 
Spirit  of  Chrift,  who  is  in  the  light,  and  dwells  in  the 
light,  who  drives  with  the  dark  world  by  his  light,  is 
able  to  conquer  and  overcome  the  darknefs.  Yea,  the 
Word  of  life,  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart,  is  able  to 
overcome  the  power  of  death  there,  to  quicken,  to 
gather  to  God,  to  fet  the  captive  free,  &c.  And  the 
realbn  why  men  perifh,  is  not  through  God's  infuffici- 
ent  vifiting  of  them,  but  becaufe  of  their  turning 
from  the  meafure  of  the  manifeftation  of  his  Spirit. 
They  defpife  the  day  of  fmall  things ;  they  will  not 
come  to  that  wherein  the  life  and  virtue  was  hid,  and 
fo  lofe  the  day  of  their  vifitation,  and  mifs  of  the  good 
which  God  intended  to  them  thereby. 

And  whereas  thou  fayeft,  "  The  light  doth  not,  nor 
"  cannot,  difcover  Chrift,  and  his  being  raifcd  from 
*'  the  dead,"  &c.  I  cannot  but  fay,  on  the  other 
hand,  wiiat  doth  difcover  them,  but  the  light  ?  How 
came  the  fcriptures  to  declare  of  Chrift?  Was  it  not 
from  the  Spirit  r  And  is  not  that  fame  light  ftill  with 
the  Spirit,  by  which  the  fcriptures  were  given  forth  ? 
And  can  he  not  give  it  forth  without  the  letter,  where 
he  fecth  need  of  it,  and  vouchfafeth  fo  to  do  ?  But 
how  can  the  vaft  unbelieving  multitudes  of  the  world 
experience  what  the  light  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord  can 
do,  being  not  fubjecl  to  it,  but  rebelling  againft  it. 
Job  xxiv.  i^.  And  why  may  not  men  now,  by  the 
light  of  the  Spirit,  come  to  know  that  Chrift  is  come, 
dead,  and  rifen,  as  well  as  thefe  things  were  known 
and  believed  before  the  fcriptures  were  written  ?  Yet, 
if  a  man  Ihould  noc  know  the  outward  death  of  Chrift, 
and  his  raifing  froni  the  outward  grave;  yet  being 
in  the  faith  of  the  power  (which  whomfoever  it  touch- 
eth  and  draweth  to  it,  it  redeems)  that  gives  him  a 
right  to  all  that  was  done  by  Chrift ;  for  then  he  hath 
union  with  the  thing  which  faves,  and  ftrength  from 
it  againft  that  which  deftroys.  Yea,  there  was  a  time 
when  the  difciples  of  Chrift  were  in  the  faith,  and  yet 

neither 
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neither  knew  nor  believed  his  death  and  refurrediori  : 
yea,  Peter,  with  no  fmall  confidence,  faid,  "  Lord, 
**  this  fhall  not  be  unto  thee,"  Mat.  xvi.  22. 

As  touching  that  paflage  of  renouncing  the  works 
not  only  of  the  old  covenant,  but  even  thofe  of  the 
new  alfo,  as  filthy  rags,  that  is  manifeftly  unfcriptural 
and  unfavouryj  the  works  of  the  new  covenant  being 
fruits  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  which  he  works  in  us 
and  for  us.  If  any  man  be  in  Chrifl,  there  is  a  new 
creation  (where  the  old  things  are  pafTed  away)  j  and 
he  that  walks  after  this  rule,  walks  in  the  newnefs  of 
the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  moves,  and  lives,  and  works 
in  him.  Not  I,  but  Chrifl  in  me.  And  as  the  root 
is  holy,  fo  is  alfo  the  fruit.  The  fear  which  God  puts 
into  the  heart  is  clean,  and  keeps  the  heart  clean  i 
and  out  of  the  good  and  honeft,  and  clean  heart, 
comes  good,  honefl,  and  clean  fruit,  which  is  not  un- 
clean, like  filthy  rags.  Read  Ifai.  Ixiv.  5.  and  con- 
lider  it,  waiting  on  the  Lord  to  open  thine  under- 
ftanding.  Were  the  works  which  the  apoftle  fpeaks 
of,  Heb.  xi.  and  Jam.  ii.  24.  to  be  reckoned  as  filthy 
rags  ? 

Abraham  was  acquainted  with  the  invifible,  eternal 
Word,  and  was  turned  from  darknefs  to  light,  and 
from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God  -,  and  in  his  con- 
verted eilate  had  the  promife  of  the  feedj  and  faw, 
with  the  refl  of  the  prophets,  through  the  day  of  his 
flefh  to  the  day  of  his  Spirit,   i  Pet.  i.   10,  11,  12. 

David  was  a  fpiritual  man,  and  knew  the  Word  of 
the  new  covenant  •,  which  is  a  lantern  to  the  feet,  and 
a  light  to  the  paths,  of  the  children  of  the  new  cove- 
nant, who  witnefs  and  experience  their  way  cleanfed 
by  taking  heed  thereto  according  to  this  Word.  And 
the  precepts,  ftatutes,  laws,  commandments,  ordinan- 
ces, judgments,  &c.  of  this  Word  are  a  myftery  to 
all  that  are  not  acquainted  with  it.  But  they  that 
are  acquainted  with  it,  and  in  the  pure  fear  and  hu- 
mility wait  upon  it,  they  learn  of  it  the  way  of  its 
precepts,  and  are  guided  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  in 
the  way  cverlafling. 

The 
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The  wifdom  which  Solomon  fpeaks  of,  is  undoubt- 
edly Chrift,  the  Word  eternal.  It  is  much  thou 
fhouldil  boggle  at  this.  He  is  the  Sun  of  the  inward 
world,  which  enlightens  the  dark  inward  world  j  not 
that  they  fhould  abide  in  the  darknefs,  but  by  the  vir- 
tue and  power  of  his  light  come  out  of  it.  And 
friend,  mark  thefe  following  words,  and  wait  upon  the 
Lord  for  the  true  underftanding  of  them.  Till  thou 
witnefs  the  inward  Word,  with  the  inward  law  and 
teftimony  thereof,  and  know  its  commandment  to  be 
a  lamp,  and  its  law  a  light,  &c.  thou  canft  never  wit- 
nefs the  perfect  keeping  and  prefervation  from  the  evil 
woman,  from  the  flattery  of  the  tongue  of  the  ftrange 
woman  •,  but  wilt  be  apt  to  lufl:  after  her  beauty  in 
thine  heart,  and  to  be  taken  with  her  eye-lids.  But  if 
thou  know  and  keep  wifdom's  commandments,  thou 
wilt  thereby  witnefs  life  indeed,  according  to  that 
faying  of  Chrift,  "  If  a  man  keep  my  fayings,  he  fhall 
*'  never  fee  death."  And  Chrift  directed  his  apoftles 
to  wait  for  his  Spirit  to  receive  his  fayings  from,  who 
teacheth  not  only  the  greateft,  but  the  leaft,  in  the 
new  covenant  J  writing  his  law  in  their  hearts,  which 
law  is  light.  And  if  any  man  hear  the  inward  voice 
of  wifdom,  and  turn  at  her  reproofs,  ftie  will  pour  out 
her  Spirit  upon  him,  fhe  will  make  known  her  words 
unto  him. 

The  fame  thing  that  teaches  to  do  juftly,  and  love 
mercy,  teacheth  alfo  to  walk  humbly  with  the  Lord. 
It  is  the  fame  grace  which  brings  falvation,  which 
teacheth  to  live  godlily,  that  teacheth  alfo  to  live  fo- 
beriy  and  righteoufly.  What  I  had  in  my  former  pro- 
feflion  and  congregational  way,  the  Lord  brake  by 
a  mighty  handj  but  yet  in  tender  mercy  he  was  with 
me,  preferving  me  in  the  midft  of  the  ftorms,  and 
floods,  and  roarings  of  the  enemy  upon  me,  till  his 
frefh  vifiting  of  me.  And  he  vifited  me  with  his  own 
Spirit,  with  the  eternal  light,  life,  and  power  thereof; 
and  I  know  it  to  be  the  fame  thing  which  had  been 
with  me  from  the  beginning;  yea,  the  child,  being 
quickened  and  raifed  out  of  the  grave,  prefently  knew 
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its  Father,  and  cannot  but  honour  and  bear  teftimony 
to  that  appearance  of  truth,  wherewith  his  Father  vi- 
fited  him,  and  wherein  he  hath  felt  the  renewing  and 
reftoring  of  his  former  work.  And  they  that  knew  me 
formerly,  before  the  Lord  dafhed  me  to  pieces,  could 
and  did  witnefs,  that  the  Lord  had  given  me  true 
humility,  and  my  foul  did  witnefs  a  walking  with  him 
in  the  humility  which  he  gave  me.  And  now  I  wit- 
nefs from  him,  in  this  precious  difpenfation  of  his  life 
and  power,  the  very  fame  humility,  (and  blelfed  be 
his  name,  with  great  increafe)  and  a  frefh  walking 
■with  him  therein,  in  a  frelh  fenfe  and  meltings  and 
bowings  of  fpirit  before  him  night  and  day.  I  do 
confefs  I  took  it  to  be  a  natural  thing,  and  overlooked 
and  defpifed  it,  till  the  Lord  opened  my  underftand- 
ing,  and  fhewed  me  what  it  was,  and  how  he  wrought 
by  it,  and  that  it  was  a  myftery  hid  from  all,  but  thofe 
to  whom  he  revealed  it.  And  indeed  I  do  hang  daily 
upon  the  Lord  in  this  for  life  and  power,  and  am  very 
weak  without,  but  llrong  as  it  pleafeth  the  Father  to 
manifeft  himfelf  in  me,  and  to  breathe  upon  me  through 
iti  yea,  indeed,  my  life,  peace,  reft,  hope,  joy,  de- 
light, &c.  is  a  continual  gift  from  the  Father  of  fpi- 
rits,  who  hath  manifefted  himfelf  near  unto  me,  and 
Ihewn  me  his  dwelling-place.  And  I  am  fatisfied  that 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  by  his  immediate  light,  is  able 
to  reach  the  darkeft  heart  in  the  darkeft  part  of  the 
•world,  and  to  turn  his  mind  to,  and  give  him  belief 
in,  that  which  faves,  and  to  fave  him  thereby. 

The  word  of  faith  which  the  apoftles  preached,  and 
the  word  of  life  eternal,  and  the  light  which  enlight- 
eneth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world,  differ 
not,  but  are  the  fame;  and  the  light  wherewith  he  en- 
lightens them,  that  they  might  believe  in  him  who 
cnlighteneth,  is  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  Enlight- 
ener,  and  fufficient  to  guide  them  to  the  faith  of  him. 
But  friend,  take  heed  of  reproaching  the  truth. 
Though  thou  mayeft  do  it  ignorantly,  yet  it  is  not 
wholly  ekcufable.  Haft  thou  heard  the  preaching 
which  thou  fpeakeft  thus  flightly  of?  If  thou  haft  not, 

furely 
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furely  thou  fhouldft  have  heard  and  confidered,  before 
thou  hadft  judged.  Thou  fetteft  up  thine  own  under- 
/tanding,  and  a  judgment -according  to  the  appearance 
of  things  to  thee,  inftead  of  the  true  and  righteous 
judgment  -,  therein  expofing  thyfelf  to  the  righteous 
judgment  of  the  Lord,  who  judgeth  in  truth  and  right- 
eoufnefs,  and  far  otherwife  in  this  matter  than  thou 
dofl. 

Chrift  is  the  pearl  of  price,  or  treafure  hid  in  a  field. 
The  field  is  the  world.  The  word  is  in  man's  heart. 
And  yet  this  myftery  was  hid  from  ages  and  genera- 
tions ;  and  the  kingdom  which  the  Pharifees  fought, 
was  within  them  j  who  were  as  far  from  any  fenfe  and 
underftanding  of  it,  as  the  Gentiles  ;  and  fo  though 
it  was  within  them,  yet  they  were  without  it;  they 
had  no  knowledge,  no  underllanding,  no  fenfe  of  it, 
had  reaped  no  benefit  by  it,  but  were  enemies  and 
alienated  in  their  minds  from  it.  Ah!  what  palate 
and  underllanding  is  that,  to  which  this  is  unfpiritual 
and  unfavoury  ?  But  how  bold  and  prefumptuous,  do 
mens  apprehenfions  (which  they  take  up  from  the  let- 
ter of  the  fcriptures,  without  the  light  and  leading  of 
God's  Spirit)  make  them,  even  to  fly  in  the  face  of 
that  which  is  certainly  known,  witnefTed,  and  experi- 
enced to  be  of  God,  as  well  as  held  forth  in  the  fcrip- 
tures, as  Col.  i.   27,  fee  tlie  Greek. 

As  to  thofe  harfli  expreffions,  vilifying  the  truth  of 
our  God,  and  the  converfion  to  him  thereby  ;  I  fhall 
only  fay  this  •,  well,  friend,  go  on  ;  reproach  us  and 
our  teftimony,  and  the  truth  of  our  God,  as  being  able 
to  lead  us  no  further  than  morality,  &c.  we  affur- 
edly  know  and  experience,  and  faitht'ully  teflify  as  in 
God's  fight,  that  it  hath  led  us  furthfr  into  the  myf- 
tery and  power  of  life,  and  into  union  and  fellowfhip 
with  the  Father  and  the  Son,  than  your  doftrines  ever 
have  done  or  can  do.  For  the  apprehenfions  of  man 
upon  fcriptures  are  pafiing  away,  and  the  pure  truth 
itfelf,  which  the  fcriptures  teftify  of,  is  already  re- 
vealed, and  further  to  be  revealed,  and  to  have  the 
glory. 

0^2  Ye 
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ye  think  we  fet  up  a  natural  light,  and  efleem  Jt 
fpiritual ;  but  we  are  taught  of  God  to  diftinguifh, 
underftandingly  and  experimentally,  between  nature, 
and  him  from  whom  nature  came  j  who  is  the  word  of 
life,  the  Lord  God  of  life,  befides  whom  there  is  no 
Saviour  -,  who  is  near  to  every  man  to  warn  him  of, 
turn  him  and  deliver  him  from,  the  devourer  and  op- 
preflbr  of  the  foul.  Now  though  the  veflels  in  which 
the  light  Ihines  be  natural,  and  filled  with  darknefs, 
and  become  darknefs  in  the  darknefs  3  yet  the  Difco- 
verer.  Reprover,  and  Checker  thereof,  which  giveth 
the  living  found  in  the  veflel,  is  fpiritual ;  even  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  God,  which  ftriveth  with  fallen  man 
in  the  midft  of  his  darknefs  and  captivity  at  feafons,  ac- 
cording to  his  good  pleafure.  This  the  Shepherd  of 
our  fouls  hath  taught  us,  opening  our  ears,  and  cauf- 
ing  us  to  hear  and  know  his  voice,  and  to  learn  of 
him ;  who  is  truth,  and  fpeaketh  truth ;  who  is  life 
and  Spirit,  and  giveth  of  his  own  eternal  life  and  Spi- 
rit to  his  children. 

^0  the  Sixth,. 

What  others  have  been  I  know  not;  but  this  I 
know  concerning  myfelf,  that  I  was  fettled  firmly  in 
the  do6trines  which  ye  nOw  own,  and  in  the  congre- 
gational way  of  worlhip,  till  the  Lord  fmote  me  and 
brake  me  to  pieces.  With  fuch  as  I  did  converfe 
with  (to  wit,  teachers,  and  others  of  efteem  in  that 
way)  profeffed  they  could  not  conceive  the  ground  of; 
but  faid  it  was  a  prerogative  cafe,  and  did  not  doubt 
but  the  ifTue  thereof  would  be  good  unto  me.  But 
what  if  the  fheep  were  fcattered,  before  the  Shepherd 
came  to  gather  them  ?  What  if  they  were  wandering 
from  mountain  to  hill,  feeking  their  refting  place  ? 
What  if  they  went  mourning  up  and  down  from  one 
watchman  to  another,  from  one  fort  of  people  to  an- 
other, inquiring  after  their  beloved  ?  Did  this  make 
them  unfit  to  be  pitied  and  vifited  by  the  Shepherd  ? 
What  fort  did  Chrift  gather  in  the  days  of  his  fle(h  ? 

Were 
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Were  they  not  defpifed  of  the  wife,  learned,  fettled 
ones  (in  their  knowledge  of  the  law  and  prophets)  ? 
But  blefled  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  now  manifeltly  re- 
vealed the  foundation,  and  the  kingdom  that  can  ne- 
ver be  fhaken,  and  in  his  mercy  and  tender  love,  and 
by  his  power,  fixed  them  thereon  ;  that  they  know  in 
whom  they  have  believed,  and  how  they  came  to  be- 
lieve; and  have  taken  up  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  wherein  the  power  is  manifefted  to  crucify  that, 
which  cannot  otherwife  be  crucified. 

The  Seventh  hath  been  largely  fpoken  to  already. 

'To  the  Eighth. 

The  Lord  God  knoweth  that  it  is  not  in  my  heart 
to  judge  or  fet  at  nought  any  man;  but  in  faithfulnefs 
to  God,  and  in  tender  love  to  fouls,  to  teftify  to 
others  what  I  have  feen  in  this  light,  as  he  requireth 
of  me.  And  is  this  fetting  them  at  nought  ?  It  is 
true,  they  cannot  believe  nor  receive  the  teftimony  in 
the  flate  wherein  they  fland ;  but  that  doth  not  difan- 
nul  or  weaken  it;  but  truth  and  its  teftimony  ftands, 
notwithftanding  their  rejecting  and  rifing  up  againft 
it. 

To  the  fir ji  particularly .  To  own  and  contend  ear- 
neftly  for  the  fcriptures  aright,  is  good ;  but  it  was 
not  good  formerly  to  fet  up  the  writings  of  Mofes  and 
the  prophets  above  and  againft  Chrift ;  nor  is  it  good 
now  to  fet  up  the  fcriptures  above  the  Spirit,  or  to 
make  them  the  trier  inftead  of  the  anointing,  John  ii. 
27.  for  the  fcriptures  came  from  the  Spirit,  and  they 
teftify  of  the  Spirit;  and  the  Spirit  is  to  be  received 
and  to  dwell  in  the  foul  as  in  its  temple :  and  here  the 
King  and  Lawgiver  of  the  church  (with  the  balance 
of  the  fan6luary)  is  indeed  known.  And  he  that  re- 
ceives the  Spirit  is  to  live  in  the  Spirit,  and  walk  in 
the  Spirit,  and  in  the  light  of  the  New  Jerufalem  ; 
which  light  is  eternal,  difcovering,  difpoflelling,  and 
working  out  the  darknefs,  and  fo  taking  up  its  place. 

0^3  Now 
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Now  though  ye  may  aim  at  having  things  concern- 
ing churches,  and  church-worlhip,  regulated  accord- 
ing to  the  fcriptures  j  yet  ye  may  eafily  err  therein^ 
and  cannot  but  err  therein,  if  your  underftandings  be 
not  opened  and  kept  open  by  the  Spirit  j  yea,  ye  may 
not  wait  for  the  Spirit's  gathering  and  building,  but 
may  gather  of  yourfelves,  and  build  of  yourldves ; 
whereas  the  apoftles  were  to  wait  for  the  power  from 
on  high  to  do  their  work  with.  And  were  your  eyes 
truly  opened,  ye  would  quickly  and  eafily  fee,  that 
neither  your  preaching  nor  praying  is  at  all  like  theirs. 
They  fpake  what  they  received  from  the  Spirit;  ye, 
what  ye  apprehend  and  conceive  concerning  words 
fpoken  of  by  the  Spirit.  This  is  very  (hort  of  fpeak- 
ing  as  God's  oracles.  And  one  fort  of  you  conceives 
thus,  and  another  thus,  concerning  the  fcriptures, 
&c. 

'To  the  fecond.  Till  ye  know  the  Spirit,  and  come 
to  the  true  waiting  upon  the  Spirit,  and  underftand 
his  voice,  ye  can  never  recover  the  form  of  found 
words  by  reading  the  fcriptures ;  but  will  be  liable  to 
be  fetting  up  your  own  conceivings  and  apprehenfions, 
inftead  of  the  truth  itfelf.  And  till  ye  have  the  true 
underftanding  of  the  Spirit,  ye  cannot  but  alfo  err 
concerning  the  power,  and  about  your  experiences  of 
things  j  arid  fo  will  be  continually  in  great  danger  of 
being  deceived,  and  of  deceiving  one  another's  fouls. 

To  the  third.  Ye  have  a  notion  about  Chrift's  ac- 
tive and  paflive  obedience  being  imputed  to  the  foul 
as  its  righteoufnefs,  which  the  fcriptures  fpeak  not* 
and  which  manifefts  that  ye  do  not  know  how  the 
righteoufnefs  is  revealed,  and  how  the  Son  is  made  of 
God  unto  them  righteoufnefs,  who  wait  upon  him  in 
the  faith,  and  obey  his  gofpel.  For  the  righteoufnefs 
is  revealed  in  the  faith,  and  is  further  and  further  made 
the  foul's,  in  and  by  tlje  faith. 


ir* 
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To  the  Ninth. 

God  is  my  witnefs  (whom  I  worfhip  in  fpirit,  and  in 
whofe  fear  I  write  and  fpeak)  that  I  dearly  love  you ; 
and  in  the  truth  and  dearnels  of  love,  earneftly  defire 
concerning  you,  that  ye  may  not  miflake  about  Chrift, 
his  Spirit,  his  fcriptures  ;  about  faith,  love,  mortifi- 
cation ;  and  about  the  righteoufnefs,  peace,  and  joy 
of  the  kingdom,  or  any  other  fpiritual  things  but 
may  know,  experience,  and  enjoy  the  truth  and  fub- 
ftance  of  things,  as  they  are  in  Jefus.  Now,  if  ye 
know,  and  have  received,  the  true  living  faith,  and 
witnefs  the  powerful,  purifying  virtue  of  it,  which 
God  hath  given  to  overcome  the  world,  and  the  wicked 
one  with;  how  comes  it  about  that  there  is  fuch  a  be- 
lief in  you,  that  it  can  never  do  its  work  perfe6lly  in 
this  world,  but  only  in  part?  Surely  this  belief  is  not 
of,  or  from,  the  true  faith  ;  nor  to  the  honour  of  him 
that  hath  given  it.  For  the  fpiritual  weapons  are 
mighty  through  God,  to  the  pulling  down  of  the 
ftrong-holds,  and  bringing  all  (even  every  thought) 
into  fubjeclion  to  Chrift. 

To  the  Tenth. 

That  God  did  as  much  for  Judas  as  for  Peter,  is  not 
our  doftrine  :  for  God  givcth  more  or  lefs  out  of  his 
rich  treafury,  according  to  his  own  good  pleafure. 
Bu&  the  unprofitable  fervant  had  alfo  a  talent  given 
him,  which  he  did  not  improve,  but  hid  it  in  a  nap- 
kin ;  and  his  Lord  condemned  him  therefore.  There 
were  others  had  talents  likewife,  which  they  did  im- 
prove, and  their  Lord  accepted  and  juftified  them 
therein;  faying,  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  fer- 
"  vant,  thou  haft  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I 
"  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things  j  enter  into 
"  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

Now  is  there  jull  ground  for  any  of  thefe  fervants 
to  boaft  and  fav,  the  other  had  a  talent  as  well  as   I ; 

0^4  but 
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but  I  made  myfelf  to  differ;  I  improved  my  talent, 
whereas  he  did  not?  The  true  Jew  doth  believe,  doth 
obey  the  gofpel,  and  hath  praife  of  God  (he  that  hat- 
eth  the  light,  doth  not  believe  nor  obey);  and  yet  he 
feeth  no  ground  of  boalHng :  for  it  was  not  he,  of 
himfelf,  but  the  grace  and  power  of  the  Lord,  wrought 
all  in  him.  And  what  is  done  in,  and  by,  and  through 
the  power  of  the  Lord ;  the  honour  and  glory  there- 
of properly  belongs  to  the  Lord.  Yea,  he  that  is  in 
the  true  faith,  feels  that  which  excludes  boafting,  and 
keeps  in  the  fenfe  of  the  love  and  mercy.  Oh !  that 
thou  kneweft  a  limit  and  check  to  this  wifdom,  and 
thefe  rcafonings  in  thee,  which  are  not  of,  but  againft, 
the  truth ;  as  that  light  which  thou  defpifeft  would 
manifeft  to  thee,  if  thou  kneweft  the  nature  and  vir- 
tue of  it,  and  didft  cleave  unto  it.  In  this  wifdom 
and  underftanding  thou  mayeft  read  much,  and  com- 
prehend much,  and  be  greatly  taken  with  thine  ap- 
prehenfions  upon  fcriptures;  but  it  is  fhut  out  of  the 
true  knowledge  of  them,  and  out  of  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  life,  which  they  that  wrote  them  were  in, 
and  witneffed  of. 

As  for  free-will ;  we  own  no  fuch  thing  as  man's 
free-will  to  do  good  in  the  fallen  eftate.  But  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  changeth  and  reneweth  the  will  in 
the  day  of  his  power ;  and  whoever  he  ftriveth  with, 
and  draweth,  may  come  in  the  drawing;  virtue  iffuing 
out  with  the  drawing  from  him  that  draweth.  And 
this  is  not  the  condemnation,  that  men  cannot  come  to 
the  Son,  that  they  might  have  life ;  but  that  thej^  do 
not  come  j  that  they  do  not  turn,  at  the  reproof  of 
his  wifdom>  from  that  which  he  ftands  ready  to  turn 
them  from. 

There  may  be  high  admirations  concerning  God  and 
his  love,  in  the  natural  part;  which  we  have  known, 
and  are  made  able  in  the  Lord  to  judge  of,  fince  he 
hath  taught  us  to  diftinguilh  of  things  :  and  this  is 
chaffy  in  all  forts  of  men.  But  there  is  a  feeling  of 
the  pure  nature  of  heavenly  love,  and  a  finking  there- 
in into  the  deep  fenfe  thereof  i  and  an  acknowledging 

of 
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of  it  to  God,  in  the  humility,  in  the  fear,  in  the  Spi- 
rit, and  in  the  power.  Now  this  is  indeed  from  the 
beloved,  and  accepted  with  God  in  the  beloved.  And 
in  this  his  children,  who  are  ftripped  of  their  own  abi- 
lity of  admiring  and  loving,  are  taught  of  him  to 
love  and  admire  him,  being  gathered  out  of  that  which 
is  natural  of  man,  into  that  which  is  fpiritual,  and  of 
God. 

As  for  the  Four  Queries  at  the  clofe,  which  I  pro- 
pounded in  love,  and  for  advantage  to  thee  i  it  feem- 
eth  to  me  ftrange  thou  fhouldft  fay  thou  wouldft  fpeak 
to  the  fenfe  of  them,  and  yet  fo  wave  the  main  drift 
and  plain  fenfe. 

The  Firft  was,  Concerning  Chrift's  being  fpiritually 
born  of  his  church ;  to  which  thou  haft  laid  nothing: 
at  all,  but  that  the  firft  Chriftians  and  churches  were 
very  glorious,  Sec.  Which  they  alfo  can  own,  who 
have  denied  the  faith,  and  are  not  in  the  truth. 

To  the  Second  thou  haft  anfwered  as  little,  nor 
rightly  according  to  the  letter,  putting  in  the  dragon 
inftead  of  the  beaft. 

Thy  Third  and  Fourth  are  alfo  ftiort,  and  not  di- 
re6tly  to  the  thing;  but  I  wrote  not  to  contend.  The 
Lord  God  ftiew  thee  mercy,  bring  down  the  wrong 
wifdom  in  thee,  bring  thee  into  a  capacity  of  know- 
ing and  receiving  his  pure  living  truth,  that  thou 
mayeft  not  witneis  or  fight  againft  him ;  but,  in  and 
by  his  Spirit,  underftand  the  fcriptures  aright,  and 
witnefs  for  him. 

w 

I.  P. 

Nineteenth  of  the  Twelfth  Month,  iCOj- 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

THERE  is  a  word  of  advice  in  my  heart  to  thee, 
which  it  behoveth  thee  ferioufly  and  uprightly 
to  wait  on  the  Lord,  to  be  made  able  to  weigh  and 
confider  aright;  it  is  this.  Take  heed  of  fetting  up 
the  letter  above  or  againft  the  Spirit  (for  that  is  not 
right  in  the  fight  of  God);  and  take  heed  alfo  of  fet- 
ting up  thine  own  wifdom,  conceivings,  and  apprehen- 
fions  above  both ;  for  that  is  a  dangerous  way  of  err- 
ing, and  may  prove  a  great  fnare  to  thy  foul ;  as  it 
hath  been  formerly,  and  is  at  this  day  to  many.  If  ye 
had  known  what  this  meaneth,  (faid  Chrift)  "  I  will 
*«  have  mercy,  and  not  facrifice,"  ye  would  not  have 
condemned  the  guiltlefs.  We  own  the  fcriptures  truly 
and  fingly,  being  taught  of  God  fo  to  do,  and  do  not 
hold  forth  any  thing  contrary  thereto,  or  deny  any 
thing  therein  contained;  but  are  witnefTes  (living  wit- 
nefles)  of  the  truths  exprefled  and  related  therein ; 
but  mens  meanings  and  conceivings  thereupon  (who, 
though  they  will  acknowledge,  that  a  man  cannot  un- 
derftand  the  fcriptures  without  the  Spirit,  yet  will 
venture,  in  their  own  wifdom,  fpirit,  and  underftand- 
ing,  to  expound  and  give  meanings)  we  cannot  own, 
nor  them,  in  fuch  their  apprehenfions  and  pradlices. 

That  in  thee,  or  any,  which  breathes  after  the  Lord, 
we  have  unity  with ;  but  that  wifdom  and  comprehen- 
fion  which  is  above  it,  and  a  veil  over  it,  and  contrary 
to  its  nature,  and  which  is  a  limit  and  bond  to  the 
precious  feed,  we  cannot  have  unity  with,  becaufe  it 
is  of  the  fame  nature  with  that  which  the  Lord  hath 
condemned  and  deftroyed  in  us,  and  he  will  not  fuffer 
it  to  live  in  others,  where  his  life  and  power  prevails. 
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Given  forth  in  true  and  tender  Love,  for  the  Help  of  any  fuch 
of  the  Race  of  the  true  Travellers  as  may  ftand  in  need  tliereof, 
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IT  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  unfeal  and  open  the 
fountain  of  life  in  the  midft  of  his  heritage,  Co 
that  in  his  light  do  they  fee  light,  and  in  his  life  do 
they  reap  and  enjoy  life.  And  the  precious  promifes 
are  fulfilled  in  the  midft  of  them,  of  fending  the 
Comforter,  and  pouring  out  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  fo 
that  he  that  believeth,  "  out  of  his  belly  do  flow  ri- 
*'  vers  of  living  water."  Yea,  the  Lord  hath  a  vine- 
yard, which  he  keepeth  night  and  day  (left  any  hurt 
it)  and  watereth  every  moment.  Oh !  the  ftreams  of 
life,  the  ftreams  of  love,  the  ftreams  of  grace,  the 
ftreams  of  mercy,  the  ftreams  of  peace,  the  ftreams  of 
joy  and  confolation,  which  flow  from  him  into  the 
bofoms  of  his  children !  Indeed  grace,  and  mercy, 
and  peace  are  multiplied  from  God  our  Father,  in  and 
through  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  daily,  infomuch  as  that 
fayijig  of  Chrift  to  his  difciples  (John  xiv.  26,  27.) 
is  now  fulfilled,  "  I  fay  not  that  I  will  pray  the  Father 
"  for  you  i  for  the  Father  himfelf  loveth  you,"  &c. 
The  Father,  in  his  love,  hath  brought  us  to  the  Son; 
and  the  Son,  in  the  fame  love,  hath  brought  us  back 
to  the  Father;  and  now  the  love  flows  from  the  Father 
in  and  through  the  Son,  moft  naturally  and  abund- 
antly. And  where  the  heart  is  circumcifed,  and  much 
forgiven,  there  love  returns  back  moft  truly  and  abund- 
antly i  fo  that  the  Lord  our  God,  in  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  is  loved  with  all  the  heart,  and  with  all  the 
foul,  and  nothing  is  thought  too  good  to  facrifice  to 
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him,  nor  nothing  too  much  to  fuffer  for  him.  Oh ! 
the  pure  love  that  fprings  and  flows  between  the  hea- 
venly Father  and  the  fpiritual  child  !  The  beft  love 
that  is  to  be  found  in  this  world  (in  the  men  of  the 
world)  is  not  worthy  to  be  a  fhadow  of  it.  God  is 
love,  and  his  children  are  of  him,  and  partake  of,  and 
dwell  in,  the  fame  .love;  though  the  enmity,  and 
liigheft  wifdbm  of  this  world,  know  them  not;  as  it 
never  could  know  the  children  of  the  true  wifdom. 

Now  from  this  fountain  do  not  only  iflue  fprings 
and  flreams  of  life  to  refrefli  our  own  hearts,  but 
teftimonies  concerning  the  life  which  we  feel  and  par- 
take of,  and  concerning  our  travels  from  the  dark 
land  through  the  valley  of  tears  (where  he  that  gave 
us  life  was  our  well)  towards  our  refting-place. 

Thefe  alfo  fpring  up  in  us  for  the  fakes  of  others ; 
of  which  nature  are  the  things  which  follow,  in  this  lit- 
tle treatife.  For  not  for  my  own  fake  only  did  they 
fpring  up  in  me,  but  to  fignify  to  others  of  the  mercy 
the  Lord  hath  fhewn  me,  and  the  way  wherein  he  hath 
led  me,  and  what  he  hath  given  me  to  tafte  of  and 
experience  in  the  way  j  which  will  anfwer  every  true 
palate,  every  palate  that  is  feafoned  with  life,  and  with 
true  experience.  And  having  received  them  from  the 
Lord  for  this  very  end,  to  hold  them  forth  to  others, 
in  love  and  in  tendernefs  of  fpirit  my  heart  is  freely 
given  up  to  him  therein  •,  not  aiming  at  any  thing 
thereby  but  his  glory  fingly,  and  the  good  of  fuch 
fouls  to  whom  he  fhall  pleafe  to  extend  favour  and 
Jhew  mercy,  in  opening  the  heavenly  myftery  of  life 
and  falvation. 

I  have  often  faid  in  my  heart,  JVho  hath  begotten  me 
there  ?  Who  would  have /aid  that  Sarah  Jhould  have  given 
children/uck  ?  My  wound  was  deep,  and  fecmed  incur- 
able •,  but  blefled  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  made  known 
to  me  the  phyfician  of  value,  for  whom  no  difeafe  is 
too  hard,  but  he  is  able  to  cure  every  ficknefs,  and  to 
relieve  and  refcue  all  that  are  captived  and  oppreffed 
by  the  devil,  that  come  unto  him,  and  wait  upon 
him,  in  the  way  of  his  righteous  judgments  and  moft 
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tender  mercies.  For  after  all  my  religion  and  deep 
exercifes,  and  inward  experiences  and  knowledge,  I 
came  to  fiich  a  lofs  of  what  I  once  had,  that  I  fenfibly 
felt  I  knew  not  the  Lord,  and  lay  continually  groan- 
ing and  mourning  after  him,  and  deeply  affliited  for 
want  of  him.  Oh  !  the  pure,  living,  and  precious 
life,  and  fweet  prefence  of  my  God,  that  my  foul 
wanted  !  infomuch  as  my  moifture  was  turned  into  the 
drought  of  fummer,  and  my  bones  grown  dry  and  wi- 
thered !  But  at  length  the  Lord,  in  his  goodnefs,  (Oh! 
blefled  for  ever  be  his  name!)  breathed  upon  the  dry 
bones,  and  I  felt  life  enter  from  him  into  me,  and 
the  days  of  deep  forrow  and  diftrefs  were  at  length 
forgotten,  becaufe  a  heavenly  birth  v/as  at  length  con- 
ceived and  brought  forth.  And  now  where  is  the  fack- 
cloth  ?  Where  are  the  afhes  ?  Oh  !  there  is  beauty  in 
life,  inftead  of  the  aflies  in  the  ftate  without  life;  and 
the  garment  of  praife,  inftead  of  the  fpirit  of  heavi- 
nefs  !  O  glory,  glory,  to  the  binder  up  of  the  brulfed 
and  brolcen-ones,  to  the  Redeemer  of  the  captives, 
to  the  repairer  of  the  breaches,  to  the  builder  up  of 
the  wafted  and  defolate-ones !  Glory  to  his  tender 
mercy,  glory  to  his  grace,  glory  to  his  love,  glory  to 
his  wifdom,  glory  to  his  power,  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen. 
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EXPERIENCES,     &c. 

I. 

A  faithful  Teftimony  concerning  the  True  and 
Pure  Way  of  Life ;  with  Breathings  for  fuch 
as  have  Defires  after  it,  and  yet  are  Strangers 
to  it. 


THIS  hath  been  the  cry  of  my  foul  from  my 
childhood,  even  after  holinels,  after  the  prefence 
of  the  Lord,  after  union  with  him,  after  the  nature 
and  image  of  his  Son,  after  a  feparation  from  what  was 
contrary  to  him,  and  a  being  brought  forth  in  the 
power  of  his  life. 

Now  blefled  be  the  Lord,  that  is  revealed  which  an- 
fwers  the  cryj  which  fo  far  as  my  foul  comes  to  par- 
take of,  it  is  refrefhed  and  fatisfied  with  the  fupply  of 
that,  which  it  thirfted  and  cried  after. 

And  all  that  have  felt  the  true  cry.  Oh  !  that  they 
might  alfo  be  taught  of  God,  and  learn  aright  how  to 
wait  upon  him,  and  to  walk  humbly  and  in  fear  before 
him,  that  nothing  might  come  between  them  and 
the  cry  of  their  fouls;  but  they  might  be  led  by  him 
into  the  enjoyment  and  poflcflion  of  that,  which  the 
true  birth  (which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  and  is  Spirit) 
naturally  longs  after. 

Now 
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Now  truly  there  is  no  other  way  to  life  and  fatisfac- 
tion,  than  by  believing  in  that  power,  and  following 
that  power,  which  raifed  Chrift  from  the  dead ;  for 
that  is  to  work  the  work  in  all  that  are  faved.  To  feel 
this  power  revealed  within,  to  have  the  mind  turned 
to  this  power,  to  follow  this  power  in  the  regenerating 
work  and  path,  is  the  way  to  partake  of  its  virtue, 
and  to  experience  the  redemption  which  is  thereby  and 
therefrom. 

And  he  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  and  hath  his  eye 
opened  bv  the  Spirit,  and  daily  exercifed  thereby;  he 
knoweth  the  Spirit,  and  is  acquainted  with  his  ftir- 
rings  and  movings,  and  taught  of  God  to  diftinguifh 
them  from  the  evil  fpirit,  its  ftirrings  and  movings; 
and  fo  doth  not  quench  the  Spirit  of  God,  nor  grieve 
it  when  it  moves ;  nor  give  way  to  the  other  fpirit, 
when  it  moves  and  allures. 

Now  the  fpiric  of  deceit  allures  and  guides  men  not 
fo  much  by  outward  rules,  as  by  an  inward  evil  nature, 
and  by  the  law  of  fin  and  death.  So  the  Spirit  of 
truth  leads  into  truth,  by  the  newnefs  and  power  of 
its  own  life  revealed  in  the  heart,  by  the  pure  inftin6t 
of  life  within,  and  by  the  law  of  God  written  in  the 
nature  of  the  nev/  creature,  which  is  nearer  than  words 
without.  For  God  blots  out  of  the  hearts  of  his  what 
Satan  had  written  there,  and  writes  by  the  finger  of 
his  Spirit  what  he  would  have  the  new-birth  read 
there;  and  indeed  there  is  a  kingdom  of  life,  of  right- 
eoufnefs,  of  true  peace,  and  joy  (yea,  of  the  holy 
power  and  wifdom  of  the  Mod  High)  for  his  children 
(which  are  born  of  his  Spirit,  and  fpring  up  of  the 
immortal  feed)  to  read. 

Oh  !  why  flioukl  mens  eyes  be  clofed,  and  their 
hearts  hardened  againlt  the  truth  !  Why  fhould  they 
cry  up  Chrift  in  words,  and  cry  out  againft  his  life 
and  power  where  it  is  revealed  !  Is  this  to  kifs  the 
Son  ?  Can  fuch  choofe  (who  are  guilty  of  this)  but 
perifh  in  the  way  of  their  fouls  travels?  And  how  many 
muft  needs  perifli  in  their  refifting  the  power  of  truth, 
and  precious  teftimony  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  (in   this 
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our  day)  tending  to  their  refcue  and  falvatioh  ffom 
that  which  captivates  and  deftroys  ? 

Chrift  came  to  deftroy  fin,  he  having  received  power 
from  his  Father  fo  to  do.  He  knoweth  it  to  be  of  a 
deftroying  nature,  and  that  it  will  deftroy  the  foul, 
where  it  is  not  by  the  power  of  life  confumed  and  de- 
ftroyed  in  the  foul.  Oh  !  moft  precious  to  us  is  that 
vifitation  of  truth,  light,  life,  and  power,  which  fearch- 
eth  out  and  difcoveceth  fin  to  the  very  root,  and  alfo 
deftroys  it !  Oh !  glorious  is  that  axe  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  which  is  laid  to  the  root  of  the  corrupt 
tree,  and  is  daily  hewing  at  and  cutting  it  down,  that 
it  might  cumber  the  ground  no  more ;  but  that  the 
heart  might  become  good  earth,  fandtified  earth,  cir- 
cumcifed  by  the  Lord  to  bring  forth  good  fruit,  good 
grapes,  a  good  increafe  of  the  good  feed  of  life  to  the 
good  huft)andman,  who  is  worthy  to  reap,  even  in  this 
world,  the  grace  and  mercy,  love  and  goodnefs,  wif- 
dom  and  power,  &c.  which  he  plentifully  foweth  in 
the  fpirits  of  bis  daily.  Glory  to  his  name  over  all  for 
ever,  who  hath  exalted,  exalteth,  and  will  exalt,  that 
which  the  feveral  forts  of  high  profeflbrs,  in  their  wif- 
dom,  trample  upon  and  defpife. 


II. 

Concerning  the  perfeBing  of  God's  Work  in  the  Heart, 

IS  it  not  the  will  of  God  that  his  people  and  chil- 
dren fhould  be  fanflified  throughout,  in  foul,  in 
body,  in  fpirit  ? 

Is  it  not  the  will  of  Chrift  thit  his  difciples  fhould 
be  perfed,  as  their  heavenly  Father  is  perfed  ? 

Did  he  not  bid  them  pray,  "  Thy  kingdom  come, 
•*  thy  will  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven  ?*'  And 
would  he  never  have  them  believe  and  expedt  that  it 
ihould  be  done  in  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven  ? 

Doth 
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Doth  not  he  who  hath  the  true,  pure,  living  hope, 
(which  anchors  within  the  veil)  purify  himfelf,  even  as 
He  is  pure  ? 

Is  not  this  the  way  to  enjoy  the  promifes  of  God's 
holy  prefence,  (who  tabernacleth  in  his  people  that 
are  cleanfed  and  fandified)  to  cleanfe  ourfelves  from 
all  filthinefs  of  flefh  and  fpirit,  perfecting  holinefs  in 
God's  fear?  Will  God  dwell  in  an  unholy  temple? 
Will  he  dwell  where  fin  dwells  ?  He  may  indeed  to 
fuch,  when  at  any  time  they  are  tender,  and  truly 
melted  before  him,  be  to  them  as  a  wayfaring  man 
that  tarries  for  a  night ;  but  he  will  not  take  up  his 
abode  there,  walk  there,  fup  there,  and  give  them 
to  fup  with  him. 

Hath  not  Chrift  received  all  power  both  in  heaven 
and  earth  from  his  Father  ?  Is  not  this  the  end  of  re- 
ceiving his  power,  to  bring  down  the  foul's  enemies, 
and  to  purify  and  fanttify  his  church,  that  it  may  be 
without  fpot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing?  Is  he 
not  the  Captain  of  our  falvation,  anointed  to  fight 
the  battles  of  the  Lord  ?  Where  is  the  fight  ?  Where 
is  the  ftrong  man  to  be  found,  call  out,  his  goods 
fpoiled,  and  the  houfe  emptied  of  him,  and  all  that 
belongs  to  him  ?  Is  not  Chrift  the  author  of  faith,  the 
finifhcr  of  faith;  and  doth  not  he  carry  on  the  work 
of  faith  with  power  ?  And  what  is  the  work  of  faith  ? 
Is  it  not  to  fight  with,  and  overcome,  fin ;  to  be  too 
hard  for  the  enemy  at  all  his  weapons  ?  Is  there  not  a 
whole  armour  of  light,  life,  and  falvation  prepared? 
What  is  it  prepared  for  ?  Is  it  not  that  the  children  of 
light  fhould  be  wholly  armed  with  it  ?  Were  there 
never  any  wholly  armed  with  it  j  or  can  the  enemy 
prevail  on  thofc  that  are  wholly  armed  with  it  ?  Are 
thofe  tlicic  are  armed  with  it  afraid  of  the  enemy,  his 
power,  his  fnares,  his  wiles  ?  Or  are  they  bold  in  the 
faith,  following  on,  in  the  fpiritual  battles,  him  who 
rideth  before  them,  conquering,  and  to  conquer. 

Oh  !  that  mens  eyes  were  opened  by  the  Lord  !  then 
might  they  fee  the  glory  of  truth,  in  the  pure  light 
which   ftiines   from  God's   holy  mountain;    and  fuch 
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dark  doftrines  of  the  night  (which  tend  to  the  difho- 
nour  of  Chrift,  his  power,  and  love,  and  to  the  up- 
holding of  the  enemy's  kingdom)  would  pafs  away, 
and  prevail  no  more  in  the  hearts  of  any  that  truly 
fear  the  Lord  j  but  they  would  quietly  wait  and  hope 
for  his  falvation,  that  by  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life 
in  Chrift  Jefus,  they  might  be  made  free  from  the  law 
of  fin  and  death,  and  not  always  be  fubjeft  thereto ! 
For  all  whom  the  Son  maketh  free,  they  are  free  in- 
deed ;  and  being  made  free  by  him,  may  ferve  God  in 
freedom  of  fpirit,  without  fear,  in  holinefs  and  right- 
coufnefs  before  him,  all  the  days  of  their  lives.  And 
then  they  know  the  power  and  virtue  of  the  new  cove- 
nant, and  the  defence  which  is  thereby,  where  the 
wing  of  the  Almighty  ovcrfhadows,  and  his  falvation 
(revealed  therein)  is  experienced  for  a  fufficient  wall 
and  bulwark  againft  the  enemy. 


HI. 

Concerning  the  true  Chrifty  how  it  may  be  certainly  and 
infallibly  known  which  is  he. 

WHILE  people  were  in  expectation  and  mufed 
in  their  hearts  concerning  John,  whether  he 
were  the  Chrift  or  no,  John  anfwers  the  cafe,  and  tells 
them  how  they  might  difcern  and  know  the  true  Chrift. 
It  is  not  he  that  baptizeth  with  water,  but  he  "  that 
"  baptizeth  with  the  Holy  iGhoft  and  with  fire."  He 
"  whofe  fan  is  in  his  hand,"  wherewith  he  cometh 
"  thoroughly  to  purge  his  floor,  gathering  the  wheat 
**  into  his  garner,  and  burning  the  chaff"  with  fire 
**  unquenchable.'*  Now  he  that  knowcth  him  that 
doth  this  work,  and  cxperienceth  him  doing  this  work 
in  him,  doth  he  not  know  Chrift  ?  Oh  !  is  it  not  pre- 
cious to  be  baptized  by  him  whom  God  hath  ap- 
pointed to  baptize  ?  Oh !  the  fan,  the  precious  fan, 
wherewith  Chrift  (who  is  the  power  and  wifdom  of 
God)  feparates  the  precious  from  the  vile,  fevers  the 

wheat 
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wheat  and  the  chaff,  gathers  the  wheat  into  the  pre- 
cious treafury,  and  lets  out  the  unquenchable  fire  upon 
the  chaff!  "  Our  God  is  a  confuming  fire,"  faith  the 
apoftle.  'To  ivhat  is  he  a  confuming  fire  ?  Is  it  not  to 
the  chaffy,  earthy,  droffy  nature  in  men  and  women  ? 
Why  bring  the  chaff  near  to  the  fire,  will  it  not  burn 
it  up  ?  And  then  (as  that  is  burnt  up  and  confumed) 
that  which  is  pure,  that  which  is  upright,  that  which 
is  tender,  that  which  is  born  of  God,  can  dwell  with, 
and  delight  in,  the  devouring  fire,  and  everlafting 
burnings.  For  God  is  not  terrible  to  the  child  which 
is  born  of  him,  to  him  who  is  brought  forth  in  the 
image  and  Spirit  of  his  Son  ;  but  to  the  tranfgreffing 
nature,  to  the  feed  of  evil-doers,  which  are  naturally 
inclined  to  do  evil,  and  every  day  doing  evil,  he  is 
terrible  for  evermore.  Oh  1  bleffed  are  they  who  be- 
lieve in  that  power,  and  experience  that  power  near, 
which  raifed  Chrift  from  the  dead,  and  are  baptized 
with  his  baptifm !  They  have  accefs  to  God  :  for  fo 
the  true  Jews  have  been  inwardly  cleanfed-  and  kept 
clean  ;  but  the  unclean,  who  have  only  a  notion  of 
Chrift's  blood,  and  of  his  righteoufnefs,  but  are  not 
wafhed  thereby,  nor  clothed  therewith,  nor  ever  knew 
what  it  was  to  put  off  the  filthy  garment,  and  to  put 
on  the  white  raiment,  they  may  pray  in  their  own  wills 
and  fpirits;  but  they  know  not  what  it  is  to  draw  nigh 
to  God  in  the  Spirit  and  life  of  his  Son,  and  fo  are  yet 
to  learn  what  it  is  to  pray  to  the  Father  in  the  name 
of  Chrift.  For  none  truly  know  Chrill,  but  they  who 
truly  know  and  are  led  by  his  infallible  Spirit.  They 
that  have  not  the  Spii'it  of  Chrifi  are  none  of  his  ;  and 
they  that  have  his  Spirit,  have  that  which  is  infallible. 
It  is  one  thing  to  have  v^ords  fpoken  concerning  Chrift, 
or  formerly  by  Chrift  j  another  thing  to  have  the  in- 
fallible Spirit  itfelf;  to  be  infallibly  born  of  the  Spirit, 
and  brought  up  in  the  light  and  life  of  the  Spirit,  that 
he  may  certainly  know  the  Shepherd's  voice  from  the 
voice  of  every  firange  fpirit. 
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IV. 

Some  Queries  to  fuch  as  affirm  the  Scriptures  to  be  the 
only  Ruky  and  deny  the  Sprit y  the  Seed  of  the  Kingdom, 
the  new  Covenanty  the  holy  Leaven  of  Life,  the  Law 
written  in  the  Heart,  to  be  the  Rule  of  the  Children  of 
the  new  Covenant. 

^ery  i.  T  T  O  W  are  the  fcriptures  the  rulej  or 
jf~£  which  of  the  fcriptures  are  the  rule  ? 
Are  the  whole  fcriptures  the  rule,  from  the  beginning 
of  Genefis  to  the  Revelations  ?  Or  are  fome  parts  of 
them  the  rule,  fome  others  not  ?  If  fome  parts  of  them 
be  the  rule,  and  fome  not,  which  parts  are  the  rule, 
and  which  are  not  the  rule  ?  As  to  inftance,  in  the 
book  of  Job ;  his  friends  fpake  many  words  concerning 
God,  which  were  not  fo  right  as  Job's,  Job  xliT.  And  alfo 
Job  himfelf,  in  fome  of  his  words  and  fpeeches,  dark- 
ened counfel  by  words  without  knowledge,  as  he  him- 
felf confefled.  Job  xlii.  3.  Now  which  of  Job's  friends 
words  are  the  rule,  and  which  not;  and  which  of 
Job's  words  are  the  rule,  and  which  not  ? 

^ery  1.  Mofes  was  the  minifter  of  the  old  cove- 
nant (for  he  miniftered  to  the  Jews  the  old  covenant, 
which  was  glorious  in  its  day)  •,  but  he  was  not  the 
minifter  of  the  new  covenant.  Now  the  new  cove- 
nant, and  miniftration  thereof,  exceeds  the  old  in 
glory.  The  writing  of  the  law  inwardly  in  the  tables 
of  the  heart,  is  a  more  glorious  miniftration  than  the 
writing  of  it  outwardly  in  tables  of  ftone.  Now  were 
Mofcs's  words  to  the  Jews  under  the  old  covenant  in- 
tended by  God  to  be  the  rule  of  the  children  of  light 
under  the  new  covenant?  Shall  the  words  of  that  mi- 
niftration, which  was  to  pafs  away,  be  the  rule  of  the 
children  of  that  miniftration  which  is  to  abide  for 
ever  ? 

^ery  3.  Did  Mofes  fay,  That  when  Chrift  came, 
my  words  which  I  fpeak  or  write  fliall  be  your  rule, 
9r  pvt  of  your  rule?   Or  did   he  not  rather   fay, 

IVben 
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IFhen  God  raijeth  up  thai  prophet,  him  /hall  ye  hear  in 
all  things?  Is  there  any  one  that  is  truly  a  Iheep,  who 
is  not  ^0  made  by  him  who  gives  life  to  the  foul  ? 
And  after  he  is  made  alive,  and  knows  the  Shepherd's 
voice,  is  he  not  to  hear  his  voice  for  ever,  who  gives 
life  eternal,  and  who  leads  into  the  paftures  of  life, 
and  to  the  pure  flill  waters,  all  that  hear  his  voice  and 
follow  him  ?  Read  John  xiv.  3,  4.  and  Ads  iii.  22. 
and  confider. 

^ery  4.  Was  not  John  as  great,  if  not  greater  than 
Mofes  ?  Had  ever  any   the  honour  befides  him  to  be 
the  immediate   forerunner    and  preparer  of  the  way, 
and  to  point  to  the  Lamb  of  God  as  he  did  ?  And  yet 
was  not  he  to  decreafe  in  his  miniftry,  (it  being  not 
the   gofpel  miniftration  of  the  Spirit   and  power,  as 
Chrift's  was)  and  Chrifl  to  increafe  in   his  gofpel  mi- 
niftration ?    Is   not  the  leaft  in  the  kingdom  greater 
than  John  ?  And    are   not   all   that   are  quickened   by 
Chrifl,  and  follow  him,  led  by  him  into  the  kingdom  ? 
And  who  can  give  the  rule  of  life  in  the  kingdom, 
but  the  King  thereof?  In    the   laft  days  doth  not  the 
Lord  fpeak  to  his  people  by  his  Son  ?  And  is  not  he 
faithful  in  all   his  houie,  as  a  fon,  to   give  the  law 
and  rule  of  life  to  them  in  Chrift  ? 

^uery  5.  Are  not  all  that  are  foldiers  and  fubje<5ls 
under  Chrift,  to  follow  him,  their  Lord  and  Captain, 
whitherfoever  he  goes  or  rules  ?  How  can  they  know 
whither  he  goes  or  rules,  but  by  an  inward  eye  and 
ear  fixed  upon,  and  open  to  him  ?  So  that  when  once 
they  know  his  Spirit,  (the  voice  of  his  Spirit,  as  his 
true  ftieep  do)  his  movings,  his  drawings,  his  lead- 
ings, his  going  before,  is  their  rule  to  follow.  And 
they  are  not  to  grieve  or  quench  his  Spirit,  in  draw- 
ing back  from  any  thing  that  he  leads  and  draws 
them  to. 

^ery  6.  Is  not  Chrift  the  way,  the  truth,  the  life; 
the  living  way,  the  living  truth?  Is  nor  the  living 
way  the  rule  to  them  that  live  ?  Is  not  the  truth  'cfelr 
the  rule  of  all  that  are  true  ?  What  ihould  rule  and 
guide  the  fpiritual  man,   that   is   born  of  the  Spirit, 
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but  the  wifdom  of  the  Spirit,  but  the  oracle  of  God 
manifefted  in  his  temple  and  fan<fluary  ?  That  which 
is  born  of  the  Spirit,  is  Spirit,  in  which  the  Spirit  is 
to  dwell ;  and  he  in  whom  he  dwells  is  to  be  ruled  by 
hinrt. 

^ery  7.  What  is  that  which  the  apoftle  calls  the 
rule.  Gal.  vi.  15,  16.  which  if  a  man  walk  according  to, 
peace  will  be  upon  him  ?  Is  it  not  the  Word,  power, 
and  wifdom  of  God  ?  Doth  not  he  that  walketh  ac- 
cording to  that,  walk  in  the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit  ? 
Doth  not  he  that  walketh  out  of  that,  walk  in  the 
oldnefs  of  the  letter  at  the  bed  ?  Doth  not  he  that 
believeth  according  to  that,  hopeth  according  to  that, 
prayeth  according  to  that  j  I  fay,  doth  not  he  believe, 
hope,  and  pray  according  to  the  rule  ?  Doth  not  he 
that  believeth,  hopeth,  prayeth  otherwife,  (though 
ever  fo  zealoufly  and  affectionately)  yet,  at  beft,  can 
any  better  be  faid  of  it,  but  that  it  is  but  in  the  old- 
nefs of  the  letter,  and  fo  is  not  in  the  right  way  which 
God  requires  in  the  gofpel  covenant  ? 

^ery  8.  Is  not  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift 
Jefus  the  law  of  the  new  covenant  ?  And  is  not  that 
the  rule  to  the  children  of,  the  new  covenant  ?  Is  not 
the  truth  which  makes  free,  the  way  and  rule  to  them 
who  are  made  free  by  it  ?  Is  the  letter  or  Spirit  the 
rule  under  the  miniflration  of  the  Spirit  ?  Let  that 
which  is  fenfible,  and  which  feels  and  knows  the  truth 
and  way  of  life  (as  it' is  in  Jefus)  anfwer.  Men  may 
fearch  the  fcriptures,  and  yet  not  come  to  Chrift  for 
life  ;  and  men  may  get  defcriptions  and  a  knowledge 
of  things  out  of  the  fcriptures,  and  yet  not  receive 
from  him  the  rule  of  the  new  life. 


V.  Con- 
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V. 

Concerning  the  Light,  wherewith  Chrijl  the  Life  enlight' 
eneth  every  Man. 

**  In  him  was  life,  and  the  life  was  the  light  of  men. 
*'  And  the  light  fhineth  in  darknefs,  and  the  dark-. 
"  nefs  comprehended  it  not."    John  i.  4,  5. 

WHAT  is  the  darknefs  which  comprehendeth  not 
the  light  ?  Is  it  not  man  in  the  unregenerate 
ftate  ?  "  Ye  were  darknefs,"  faith  the  apoftle,  fpeak- 
ing  concerning  them  as  they  had  been  in  that.flate. 

Now  it  pleafeth  the  Lord  that  in  this  darknefs  his 
pure  light  fhould  fhine,  to  gather  man  out  of  the 
darknefs.  For  unlefs  light  fliould  fhine  on  man  in  his 
dark  ftate,  he  could  never  be  gathered  out  of  it;  but 
he  that  is  turned  to  the  light,  and  foUoweth  it,  cannot 
abide  in  the  darknefs;  but  cometh  into  that  which  ga- 
thereth  and  preferveth  the  mind  out  of  it. 

But  of  what  nature  is  this  light,  which  fhineth  in 
man  in  his  dark  ftate?  It  is  of  a  living  nature;  it  is 
light  which  flows  from  life;  it  is  light  which  hath  life 
in  it;  it  is  the  life  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  of  the 
Word  eternal,  which  is  the  light  of  men.  And  he 
who  cometh  to  the  true  underftanding,  may  thereby 
diftinguifh  it  from  all  other  lights  whacfoever. 

There  is  a  va(l  difference  between  it  and  the  reafon 
and  underftanding  of  a  man  :  for  the  natural  man, 
with  his  underftanding,  is  dead;  but  this  is  living  and 
powerfully  operating  in  man,  as  it  finds  entrance,  and 
as  his  mind  is  joined  to  it.  He  that  is  dead,  indeed, 
knows  it  not;  but  he  that  is  alive  unto  God,  feels  the 
virtue  of  it.  This  light  is  above  all  gathered  know- 
ledge whatfoever,  and  above  all  defcriptions  of  things 
whatfoever  :  for  it  is  the  thing  itfelf,  even  of  the  na- 
ture of  him  from  whom  it  flows.  A  man  may  get  a 
notion  from  this  into  his  mind,  which  he  may  retain 
the  dead  knowledge  of,  yea,  his  notion  may  quickly 
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be  dead  in  them  j  but  he  that  dwells  in  the  thing  it- 
fclf,  knows  that,   and  dwells  in  that  which  never  dies. 


VI. 

A  few  Words  further  concerning  Perfe^ion, 

WHAT  was  the  intent  of  God  in  commending 
Job  to  Satan  for  a  perfeft  and  upright  man, 
one  that  feared  God  and  efchewed  evil  ?  Was  it  not  to 
reprefent  him  as  a  perfon  whom  he  could  not  make 
any  breach  upon,  or  prevail  upon  to  fin  ?  Thou  haft 
been  ranging  up  and  down  the  earth,  tempting  many,  de- 
filing many  j  what  fayeft  thou  to  my  fervant  Job,  Satan, 
is  not  he  perfed  ?  Is  not  he  upright  to  me  in  his  heart, 
and  all  his  ways  ?  Canft  thou  make  any  breach  upon 
him  ? 

What  faith  Satan  hereto  ?  t)oth  he  objed  any  fin 
a<yainft  Job  ?  He  is  the  accufer  of  the  brethren  ;  and 
if  he  have  wherewith  to  accufe,  he  will  not  fail  to  lay 
it  to  their  charge,  even  before  the  throne  of  God. 
But  what  hath  he  to  fay  againft  Job  ?  What  can  he 
objed  (either  againft  his  uprightnefs,  or  againft  his 
perfedion)  to  the  Lord  ?  Oh !  fays  he,  thou  haft  fet 
an  hedge  about  him.  He  ferves  thee  indeed  perfectly 
and  uprightly;  I  confefs  I  have  nothing  to  lay  to  his 
charge :  but  doth  he  ferve  thee  for  nought  ?  But  take 
away  thy  hedge,  fufFer  me  to  winnow  him,  and  thou 
(halt  quickly  fee  I  fhall  have  fomcwhat  to  lay  to  his 
charge,  and  that  no  fmall  matter  neither :  for  do  but 
take  away  thy  blefTing  from  him,  wherewith  thou  haft 
fo  abundantly  blelTed  him,  and  he  will  foon  curfe  thee 
to  thy  face. 

Well,  the  Lord  giveth  him  leave  to  try  if  he  can 
ftain  Job's  uprightnefs  and  perfection :  and  now  be- 
gins the  trial,  whether  the  devil's  temptations  fhall 
bring  him  to  fin,  or  the  fear  of  the  Lord  prevail  to 
preferve  him  from  fin. 

Firft, 


A  FEW  EXPERIENCES,  &c.  267 

Firft,  The  devil  hath  power  to  touch  all  he  hath; 
which  he  foon  doth. 

What  doth  this  produce  ?  Doth  he  fin  againft  the 
Lord,  doth  he  murmur,  doth  he  blafpheme,  as  the 
devil  had  faid  ?  No ;  he  fell  on  the  ground  and  wor- 
fhipped,  acknowledging  all  to  be  the  Lord's,  and  blef- 
fing  his  name.  So  that,  in  all  this  fore  affliction,  he 
finned  not,  nor  charged  God  foolifhly.  Job  i,  ao, 
21,  12. 

But  the  commendation  which  God  had  given  him, 
of  being  a  perfefl  and  upright  man,  fearing  God,  and 
efchewing  evil,  ftill  remains  and  (lands  good  againft 
Satan,  chap.  ii.  iii. 

Satan  gets  leave  to  try  him  yet  further,  infinuating 
againft  him,  that  if  he  may  have  liberty  to  fmite  his 
body,  he  ftiall  eafily  prevail  upon  him  to  fin ;  not  be- 
ing able  at  prefent  to  bring  in  any  plea  againft  his 
perfedion  and  uprightnefs,  againft  his  fearing  God 
and  efchewing  evil.  But  this  hath  the  fame  fuccefs 
with  the  former  j  for  he  could  not  bring  Job  to  fin  with 
his  lips,  ver.  10. 

Now  mind,  Can  any  man,  that  hath  his  heart  made 
upright  by  the  Lord,  keep  that  integrity,  and  fin?  Is 
not  every  fin  a  departing  from  the  purity,  from  the  in- 
tegrity ?  Was  not  every  tranfgrefllon  againft  the  firft 
covenant,  out  of  the  firft  covenant,  even  a  departing 
from  the  limits  of  it?  Is  not  every  tranfgreflion  of 
the  fecond  covenant  a  departing  out  of  the  limits  of 
the  fecond  covenant  ?  He  that  abideth  in  Chrift,  doth 
he  fin  ?  Can  he  fin  ?  Doth  not  he  that  fins  depart  out 
of  his  light,  out  of  his  life,  out  of  his  power,  into 
the  darknefs,  into  the  death,  into  the  temptation  of 
the  enemy  ?  Is  it  not  promifed,  I  will  put  my  fear  in 
their  hearts,  and  they  ftiall  not  depart  from  me : 
while  the  fear  which  God  puts  into  the  heart  abides 
there,  can  that  man  fin  ?  Doth  not  the  pure  fear  clean fe 
the  heart,  and  keep  it  clean,  that  the  confcience  may 
be  void  of  oftence,  both  towards  God  and  man  ?  Is 
the  confcience  void  of  offence,  where  fin  is  committed 
cither  againft  God  or  man  r  When  the  blood  flows  in 
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the  pure  light,  doth  it  not  wafh  ?  Doth  it  not  wa(h 
clean?  Doth  it  not  make  whiter  than  the  fnow  ?  When 
fin  is  entered  into  afterwards,  and  committed  again, 
doth  it  not  defile  ?  Oh !  read  in  the  true  fenfe,  in  the 
true  experience,  with  the  true  underftanding,  which 
God  gives. 


VII. 

Concerning  Imputation  of  Right eoujnefs, 

THE  fcripture  faith,  that  Abraham  believed  God, 
and  it  was  counted  unto  him  for  righteoufnefs ; 
and  that  fo  it  Ihall  be  alfo  to  all  that  believe  as  he  did, 
even  in  the  fame  power  which  he  believed  in,  Rom. 
iv.  23,  24. 

Now  thus  we  witnefs  the  thing:  our  minds  being 
turned  from  fin,  and  turned  to  the  pure  gift  of  God, 
that  works  a  change  in  us.  Herein  we  feel  faith 
fpring  up,  which  fallens  our  fpirits  to  the  power  of 
life;  and  then  we  feel  that  (in  the  power  of  life)  flow 
upon  our  fpirits,  which  wafheth  away  our  fin  j  and  all 
that  is  done  in  this  holy  and  righteous  faith,  is  of  the 
holy,  righteous  life  and  power,  and  accepted  with  the 
Lord ;  and  that  which  condemns  fin  in  us,  never  con-* 
demns  any  work  which  is  wrought  in  God,  but  jufti- 
fies  it.  So  that  the  root  of  fin,  with  all  that  flows 
from  it,  is  condemned  by  the  righteous  principle  of 
life  i  but  the  root  of  holinefs,  with  all  that  flows  from 
it,  is  juft:ified.  And  this  is  our  righteoufnefs,  even 
Chrift  the  holy  power  of  life,  who  condemns  and 
calls  out  fin  :  and  it  is  great  joy  to  any  of  us  to  feel 
the  root  of  fin  ftruck  at,  and  condemned  by  his  pow- 
er, and  him  calling  fin  out  of  us,  and  the  root  of 
righteoufnefs  growing  up  in  us,  and  bearing  us,  and 
caufing  us  to  bring  forth  fruit  to  God.  And  here  we 
fenfibly  find  we  have  right  to  the  fcriptures,  to  the 
promifes,  to  all  that  Chrift  did  and  fuflfered  for  us, 
and  witnefs  the  propitiation  by  and  through  him,  and 
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blefs  God  for  all  the  difpenfations  of  life,  wherein  he 
hath  appeared  to  the  children  of  men  in  any  age, 
■which  were  all  glorious  and  excellent  in  their  feafon  j 
but  the  difpenfation  of  the  Spirit  is  the  (landing  dif- 
penfation,  which  excels  in  glory,  which  Chrift,  in  the 
days  of  his  fiefh,  pointed  his  difciples  to  wait  for, 
which  his  going  away  was  to  make  way  for.  This 
difpenfation  was  revealed  and  let  up  before  the  apof- 
taly  from  the  life  and  Spirit  of  the  apoflles,  and  is 
again  revealed  and  fct  up  in  power  and  great  glory, 
after  the  long  night  of  apoftafy  j  bleffed  be  the  name 
of  the  Lord  for  ever.  For  the  darknefs  is  already 
pafled  away  from  many  fpirits,  and  the  true  light  again 
fhineth.  Glory  in  the  highell  to  the  God  of  life  and 
glory  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen. 


VIII. 

Some  Queries   concerning  the  Time  and  Work   of  Re- 
formation. 

^ery  1.  TT  THAT  did  the  time  of  Reformation  and 
Y  Y  Subftance  (fpoken  of  Heb.  ix.  10.) 
fignify  and  point  at  in  relation  to  the  myftery  ?  Was  it 
not  for  the  bringing  in  of  the  gofpel ;  the  day  of 
Chrift's  Spirit  and  power;  the  day  of  his  inward  re- 
newing and  reforming  J  the  day  of  his  taking  his  fan 
into  his  hand,  to  purge  his  floor-,  the  laying  his  axe 
to  the  root  of  the  corrupt  tree,  that  he  may  deftroy 
the  works  of  the  devil  in  mens  hearts,  cafting  down 
and  plucking  up  what  his  heavenly  Father  hath  not 
planted  there  ?  When  he  cometh  as  a  refiner's  fire, 
and  fuller's  foap,  to  purify  the  fons  of  Levi,  as  gold 
and  filver  is  purged,  that  they  may  offer  unto  the  Lord 
an  offering  in  righteoufncfs  j  is  not  this  the  time  of 
reformation  ? 

Shiery  2.  Who  is  the  reformer?  Is  it  not  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift  ?  Doth  not  he  create  anew  ?  Doth  not  he 
blot  out  the  old  image,  and  form  into  a  new  lump  ? 

For 
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For  if  any  man  be  in  Chrift,  there  is  a  renewing 
there;  a  new  building  there  j  yea,  old  things  are  pafled 
away  there  j  there  is  nothing  in  him  but  what  is  new. 
He  is  faithful  (in  all  his  houle)  inwardly  to  judge, 
condemn,  crucify,  fubdue,  deftroy  whatfoever  is  con- 
trary to  the  nature  and  Spirit  of  his  Father,  and  to 
form  and  build  up  the  fpirits  of  his  in  that  which  is 
new  and  pure. 

^ery  3.  How,  or  by  what,  doth  Chrifl:  reform  ?  Is 
it  not  by  his  Spirit  and  power,  by  the  light  thereof, 
by  the  life  thereof,  by  the  virtue  thereof?  For  nothing 
can  change  and  reform  the  heart,  but  that  which  is 
more  powerful  than  him  who  corrupteth  it. 

^uery  4.  Where  doth  Chrift  reform  and  new-create  ? 
Is  it  not  in  the  new  covenant  j  in  the  faith  and  obedi- 
ence thereof?  Doth  he  not,  by  the  laws  thereof,  break 
and  difannul  the  laws  of  the  old  covenant,  and  make 
void  the  covenant  of  hell  and  death  j  and  fo  make  an 
everlalling  covenant  of  life  and  peace  j  even  an  holy, 
pure,  living  agreement,  between  God  his  Father  and 
the  fouls  of  his?  Thus  by  his  light  he  overcomes  dark- 
nefs  J  by  his  life  he  overcomes  death  ;  by  his  pure  na- 
ture and  Spirit  he  overcomes  (chains  down,  fubdues, 
and  deiiroys)  that  which  is  impure,  breaking  the  bond 
of  fin  and  iniquity,  and  letting  the  opprefTed  go  free 
from  under  it.  Thus  he  manifefts  himfelf  to  be  the 
Saviour  by  his  holy  anointing,  breaking  the  yoke  of 
the  oppreffor,  Ifai.  x.  27. 

^uery  5.  Whom  doth  Chrift  reform?  Are  they  not 
thofe  who  take  his  yoke  upon  them,  and  learn  of  him  ? 
Are  they  not  thofe  who  are  turned  to  the  light  of  his 
Spirit,  inwardly  made  manifeft;  turned  from  the  dark- 
nefs,  walking  no  more  therein,  but  in  his  pure  light  ? 
They  that  own  his  inward  appearance  in  their  hearts, 
and  turn  (from  the  enmity  there)  to  him,  receiving 
his  light,  liis  law,  his  life,  his  Spirit,  them  doth  he 
cxercife  daily,  and  is  daily  reforming  their  hearts  and 
ways  thereby.  But  if  any  man  receiveth  not  his  light, 
his  life,  his  Spirit,  within,  fuch  an  one  is  none  of  his  j 
and  he  may  reform  himfelf  as  much  as  he  can,  but  he 
knoweth  not  yet  the  day  of  the  true  reformation. 
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^ery  6.  How  are  they  to  walk  whom  Chrift  has 
begun  to  reform  ?  Is  it  not  in  that  light,  in  that  Spirit, 
in  that  covenant,  in  that  grace,  wherein  and  whereby 
he  hath  in  fome  meafure  reformed  them  ?  Is  it  not  in 
the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit,  and  in  the  newnefs  of  the 
law  thereof?  Here  Chrift  walked  before  the  Father  in 
all  well-pleafing,  ("  Lo,  I  come ;  I  delight  to  do  thy 
*'  will,  O  my  God ;  yea,  thy  law  is  within  my  heart," 
faid  he,  Pfal.  xl.  7,  8.)  and  here  all  his  arc  alfo  to- 
walk,  I  John  ii.  6.  For  indeed  there  is  no  pleafing 
the  Father,  or  Chrift  our  Lord  and  Mafter,  out  of  the 
virtue,  life,  and  newnefs  of  his  own  Spirit. 

^^ery  7.  What  was  the  glory  that  was  to  follow  the 
fufferings  of  Chrift,  fpoken  of  i  Pet.  i.  11?  Was  it 
not  the  glory  of  his  inward  reformation  in  the  hearts 
of  the  children  of  the  new  covenant  ?  Doth  not  Chrift 
give  of  his  grace  in  the  gofpel  ?  And  doth  not  his 
grace  make  a  glorious  change  ?  Doth  not  he  give  of 
his  Spirit  to  his  children  ?  And  doth  not  his  Spirit 
change  from  fin,  from  ftiame,  into  holinefs,  into  true 
beauty,  into  the  heavenly  glory,  and  fo  from  glory  to 
glory,  tranflating  more  and  more  into  the  glory  ?  Doth 
not  Chrift  appear  glorioufly  in  the  hearts  of  his,  and 
in  the  aflemblies  of  his,  who  meet  together  in  his 
name,  and  wait  upon  him  in  that  which  is  pure  and 
living  of  him  ?  And  is  there  not  a  covering,  or  de- 
fence of  the  wing  of  the  Almighty,  upon  the  glory  I 
Ifa.  iv.  5. 

^ety  8.  Was  not  this  glory  brought  forth  in  the 
days  of  the  apoftles  ?  Was  not  great  grace  then  upon 
them  all  ?  (I  mean  fuch  as  received  and  held  the  truth 
in  the  love  of  it).  Did  they  not  witnefs  the  peace, 
which  palTeth  man's  underftanding  ?  Had  they  not 
received  the  holy  and  fpiritual  underftanding  from  him 
that  is  true  j  and  were  they  not  in  him  that  is  true  ? 
Did  they  not  know  victory  and  dominion  over  fin  and 
death  ?  Did  not  the  little  babes  witnefs  pardon  of  fin, 
and  know  him  who  preferveth  from  fin  ?  Had  not  the 
yo\ing  men  overcome  the  wicked-one ;  and  were  not 

the 
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the  elders  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his 
might  ?  Were  they  not  come  to  the  fpiritual  Sion,  and 
heavenly  Jerufalem;  and  did  they  not  walk  in  the 
light  of  the  Lamb,  and  of  the  holy  city,  before  God 
the  Judge  of  all  ?  There  is  no  man,  in  thefe  our  days, 
can  fo  much  as  conceive  the  glory  of  that  (late,  but  he 
that  hath  tailed  of  a  meafure  thereof. 

^ery  9.  Was  not  this  glory  eclipfed,  and  did  not  a 
great  darknefs  come  over  it,  hiding  it  from  the  fons  of 
men,  fo  that  (for  ages  and  generations)  they  knew  not 
the  true  Spirit,  the  true  light,  the  true  life,'  the  ever- 
lafting  covenant,  the  holy  gofpel,  the  true  church,  the 
man-child,  &c.  but  thefe,  with  many  other  heavenly 
myfteries,  have  been  hid  from  their  eyes. 

^ery  10.  What  hath  got  up  fince  thefe  have  been 
hid  ?  Have  not  the  fhadows  of  the  night  took  place, 
and  overfpread  the  Chriflian  ftate,  inflead  of  the  light 
of  the  day  ?  Hath  not  antichrift  got  up,  and  a  falfe 
church  appeared  ;  that  which  hath  been  tender,  and 
begotten  of  God,  fnibbed,  bowed  down,  curbed,  and 
pcrfecuted,  and  falfe  devotion  and  worfhip  fet  up  in- 
ftead  of  the  true  ? 

^ery  n.  Muft  not  antichrift  be  deftroyed,  the 
falfe  church  judged,  the  true  church  come  out  of  the 
■wildernefs  into  which  fhe  fled,  the  man-child  appear 
again,  conquering  and  to  conquer  all  which  hath  rifen 
up  from  the  fpirit  of  darknefs  fmce  the  firft  breaking 
forth  of  the  gofpel  ?  And  is  not  the  gofpel  to  be 
preached  again  to  them  that  dwell  on  earth;  even  to 
every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people  ? 
Rev.  xiv.  6. 

Now  who  is  wife  to  underftand  the  appearance  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  beginning  of  thefe  things,  which  is 
in  a  way  contrary  to  man's  wifdom  ?  and  fo  he  that 
will  difcern  them,  muft  come  out  from  following  of 
the  man's  own  fpirit,  nature,  and  wifdom  in  himfelf, 
into  the  fenfe  and  leadings  of  him  who  giveth  the  true 
eye-fight.  The  appearance  of  the  Lord  is  inward  and 
fpiritual,  and  he  muft  have  an  inward  and  fpiritual  eye 
who   difccrneth  it.     It  was  faid  of  old,  by  mockers 

and 
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and  fcoffers,  Where  is  the  promife  of  his  coming? 
For  all  things  continue  as  they  were  fronn  the  begin- 
ning. The  fame  fpirit  will  fay  fo  ftilli  and  yet,  to 
that  eye  which  the  Lord  hath  opened,  he  is  already 
come  inwardly,  fpiritually,  in  his  own  pure  eternal  life 
and  power;  and  the  precious  effedls  of  his  coming  are 
made  manifeft  in  many  hearts  ;  blefied  be  his  name. 
Yea,  he  is  further  to  appear  in  glory  and  pure  bright- 
nefs ;  and  fo  we  wait  further  for  his  appearance,  both, 
in  our  own  hearts,  and  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of 
men.  We  have  met  with  our  beloved  j  our  God, 
whom  we  waited  for,  hath  appeared.  The  Sun  of 
righteoufnefs  hath  arifen,  with  healing  under  his  wings, 
and  we  have  felt  virtue  and  healing  from  him,  and  can- 
not but  rejoice  and  teftify  of  his  falvation. 

And  what  further  manifeftations  of  himfelf  he  hath 
yet  to  give  forth,  we  are  fure  to  partake  of,  being 
formed  by  him  in  Spirit,  and  found  in  that  whereia 
he  appears,  and  from  whence  his  glory  fhines.  Oh ! 
that  all  that  love  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:  in  any  meafure 
of  lincerity,  did  know  the  way  of  the  gofpel,  which  is 
in  the  Spirit,  light,  life,  and  power,  which  is  eternal, 
even  in  the  grace  and  truth  which  is  in  him  !  And  his 
kingdom,  which  is  fpiritual,  and  not  of  this  world, 
cannot  be  fhaken  by  this  world  (nor  his  Mount  Sion 
removed) ;  but  is  able  to  (hake  all  nations  and  king- 
doms which  kifs  not  the  Son,  but  oppofe  him.  Blefled 
are  they  who  are  turned  to  the  light  of  his  Spirit,  and 
who  therein  kifs  and  obey  him. 


Vol.  IV.  S  IX.  Som 
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IX. 

Some  Queries  concerning  the  Spirit  of  Chriflj  or  the  Spii* 
rit  of  the  Father ,  (it  being  one  and  the  fame  Spirit) 
for  thofe  who  take  themfelves  to  be  Chrifiians  (and  un- 
der the  Gojpel  Difpenfation)  to  conjider  and  examine 
them/elves  by^  that  they  may  not  be  deceivedj  either  con- 
cerning their  prejent  EJiate  here,  or  the  eternal  EJlate 
of  their  Souls  hereafter  -,  feeing  the  Apojile  fo  exprefsly 
Jaith,  "  If  any  Man  hath  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrifty  he  is 
none  of  his,'  Rom.  viii. 

^ery  i.T^OST  thou  know  the  Holy  Spirit  of  the 
\_y  Father?  Thou  mayeft  have  read  fome- 
■what  concerning  it,  and  have  apprehenfions  in  thy 
mind  about  it ;  but  doft  thou  truly  know  what  it  is  by 
its  inward  appearances  and  operations  in  thine  own 
heart  ? 

^ery  2.  Haft  thou  received  God's  Holy  Spirit  into 
thy  heart  ?  Haft  thou  let  in  Chrift's  Spirit,  when  he 
hath  knocked  at  the  door  of  thy  heart,  and  received 
him  ?  For  he  that  is  a  true  child,  moft  naturally 
breatheth  and  crieth  for  the  Father's  Spirit  j  and  the 
Father  alfo  moft  naturally  giveth  his  Spirit  to  them 
that  truly  and  rightly  afk  it  of  him,  Luke  xi.  13.  and 
thou  muft  thankfully  receive  the  Comforter,  the  Holy 
Spirit,  when  the  Father  gives  him. 

^ery  3.  Doth  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  dwell  in  thee  ? 
Hath  the  ftronger  man  caft  the  ftrong  man  out  of  thee, 
and  taken  poflTellion  of  thy  heart,  and  doth  he  dwell 
therein  ?  Then  thou  mayeft  truly  fay,  that  thou  art 
built  up  by  God  an  habitation  for  him  in  the  Spirit, 
Then  thou  art  waftied  and  cleanfed  by  him  from  thy 
filthinefs  5  and  lufts  or  vain  thoughts  do  not  lodge  in 
thee.  For  the  Holy  Spirit  of  Chrift  will  not  dwell 
where  fuch  things  lodge  j  but  come  out  from  among 
them,  and  be  ye  feparate,  and  touch  not  the  unclean 
thing,  and  I  will  receive  you,  and  be  a  father  unto 
you,  and  ye  fhall  be  my  fons  and  daughters,  faith  the 

Lord 
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Lord   Almighty,    in   whom  I    will    dwell  and   walk, 
2  Cor.  vi.   15,   16,   17. 

^ery  4.  Doth  God's  Spirit  lead  thee  into  all  truth 
that  thou  needeft  know  and  walk  in  ?  Art  thou  a  true 
child,  depending  upon,  and  guided  by,  the  Spirit  of 
the  Father  ?  Canft  thou  not  lee  thy  way,  but  as  he 
maketh  it  known  to  thee  ?  Art  thou  a  follower  of  the 
fpotlefs  Lamb,  in  the  fame  Spirit  wherein  he  walked  ? 
If  it  be  thus  with  thee,  then  art  thou  a  child  of  God 
indeed. 

^ery  5.  Doft  thou  live  in  the  Spirit?  Doft  thou 
feel  the  Spirit  of  God  to  be  a  fountain  of  life,  from 
whence  life  fprings  up  into  thee  daily  ?  Doft  thou  wit- 
nefs  that  fcripture  fulfilled  in  thee,  "  He  that  believ- 
"  eth  on  me,"  as  the  fcripture  hath  faid,  "  cut  of  his 
"  belly  (hall  flow  rivers  of  living  water  ?"  Haft  thou 
received  the  living  water  from  Chrift  ?  And  is  that 
livino;  water  become  a  well  of  life  in  thee  ? 

^lery  6.  Doft  thou  walk  in  the  Spirit,  in  the  life 
thereof,  in  the  newnefs  thereof  fpringing  up  in  thy 
heart  ?  Doft  thou  know  the  difi'erence  between  walk- 
ing in  the  oldnefs  of  the  letter,  and  in  the  newnefs  of 
the  Spirit  ? 

^ery  7.  Didft  thou  ever  learn  of  the  Father,  to 
know  Chrift?  And  didft  thou  ever  learn  of  Chrift,  to 
know  the  Father  ?  And  hath  the  Father  indeed  revealed 
the  Son  to  thee,  and  the  Son  indeed  revealed  the  Fa- 
ther to  thee  ?  Or  art  thou  yet  only  in  the  dead  and 
dry  notions,  or  barren  comprehenfions  about  thefc 
things  ? 

^ery  8.  Doft  thou  know  how  tlie  letter  killeth, 
and  how  the  Spirit  quickeneth  and  maketh  alive?  And 
art  thou  made  alive  by  the  Spirit,  and  born  of  the 
heavenly  water  and  Spirit,  and  fo  become  fpiritual  as 
the  fcripture  teft^ifieth  ?  "  That  which  is  born  of  the 
*.'  Spirit,   is  Spirit." 

^ery  9.  Art  thou  come  under  the  miniftration  of 
the  Spirit  ?  Do'ft  thou  know  what  the  miniftration  of 
the  Spirit  is  ?  Or  doft  thou  only  know  what  the  letter 

S  2  faith 
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faith  concerning  the  nniniftration  of  the  Spirit,  but  art 
altogether  ignorant  of  the  miniftration  itfelf  ? 

^ery  \o.  Doft  thou  know  what  the  law  of  the  Spi- 
rit of  life  m  Chrift  Jefus  means  ?  Haft  thou  ever  re- 
ceived this  law  J  the  law  of  the  new  covenants  the 
holy  law  of  life  written  on  thy  heart  by  the  finger  of 
God's  Spirit  ?  For  the  fame  Spirit  that  wrote  the  law 
of  the  letter  in  tables  of  ftone,  writeth  the  law  of  the 
Spirit  in  the  flefhly  tables  of  the  heart. 

^ery  1 1.  Doft  thou  not  grieve  the  Holy  Spirit,  nor 
quench  it,  nor  defpife  the  prophefyings  thereof  in 
thine  own  heart  ?  For  Chrift  is  a  king,  a  prieft,  a 
prophet-,  and  he  minifters  in  his  fandtuary,  in  his 
temple,  (which  the  holy  renewed  heart  is)  in  and  by 
his  Spirit. 

^ery  12.  Doft  thou  know  what  the  anointing  is? 
Art  thou  anointed  therewith  ?  And  doth  thy  whole 
ability  lie  therein,  infomuch  as  that  thou  art  daily 
fenfible  thou  canft  not  do  any  thing  of  thyfelf,  but  ftill 
findcft  God  working  in  thee,  both  to  will  and  to  do 
that  which  is  right  in  his  eyes,  of  his  own  good  plea- 
fure  ? 

^ery  13.  Did  thy  religion  begin  in  the  Spirit?  In 
the  living  miniftration  of  the  new  covenant  ?  Did  thy 
knowledge  begin  foi  to  wit,  in  feeling  God  opening 
thy  heart  by  his  Spirit,  and  giving  thee  the  under- 
ftanding  whereby  thou  mighteft  know  him  ?  Did  thy 
faith  begin  in  his  power,  and  doth  it  ftand  in  the  fame 
power  to  this  day  ?  Oh !  that  men  were  fenfible  what 
is  the  right  religion,  and  of  the  inward  appearance  of 
God's  holy  arm  and  power,  which  alone  can  redeem, 
and  fave  the  foul  out  of  the  hands  of  its  enemies  ? 

^ery  14.  Doth  thy  worftiip  ftand  in  the  Spirit,  and 
inward  life  of  truth  in  thy  heart?  Art  thou  fuch  a 
worftiipper  as  the  Father  hath  fought  out  and  made  fo? 
Or  art  thou  a  worftiipper  of  thine  own  or  other  mens 
making?  And  doft  thou  keep  within  the  limits  of  the 
living  and  fpiritual  worftiip,  and  not  tranfgrefs  the  law 
thereof  ? 

Oh! 
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Oh !  who  would  be  miilaken  and  deceived  about 
fuch  weighty  things  as  thefe,  of  fo  great  neceffity  and 
concern  ?  Who  would  mifs  of  God's  Spirit,  and  of 
the  law  and  covenant  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and  be 
only  in  a  dream  concerning  thefe  things,  without  the 
true,  demonllrative  knowledge,  pofleflion,  and  enjoy- 
ment of  them  ? 


X. 

Of  the  true  Way,  (the  Way  of  liolinefsy  the  Way  of  Life) 
and  of  the  true  'teaching  and  Knowledge. 

CHRIST  is  the  way,  the  only  way  to  the  Father; 
there  is  not  another.  Now  every  one  that  will 
truly  know  Chrift,  and  come  to  Chrift,  muft  learn  of 
the  Father.  It  is  written  in  the  prophets,  "  All  thy 
"  children  ftiall  be  taught  of  the  Lord ;  every  one 
*f  therefore  that  hath  heard  and  learned  of  the  Father, 
*'  Cometh  unto  me,"  faid  Chrift.  Here  are  two  things 
neceflary  for  every  one  that  would  come  to  Chrift. 
One  is  hearing  of  the  Father;  the  other  is  learning 
what  he  teacheth.  For  though  a  man  do  hear  the 
living  voice  of  the  Father,  yet  if  he  do  not  learn 
and  keep  the  inftruftion  of  life  received  from  him,  he 
may  be  drawn  afide  before  he  come  to  the  Son.  But 
he  whofe  ears  are  opened  to  hear  the  voice,  and  who 
feels  the  inftrudlion  of  life  from  the  Father,  to  go  to 
him  in  whom  he  hath  placed  life;  here  the  Spirit  of 
the  Father  fecretly  draws  in  the  inwards  of  a  man's 
mind  and  fpirit,  from  that  which  is  really  dead,  to 
that  which  is  truly  living. 

Now,  when  a  man  is  come  to  the  Son,  in  whom  the 
Father  hath  placed  the  fulnefs  of  life,  then  he  fhall 
witnefs  him  the  way  to  the  Father,  and  he  will  teach 
him  daily  of  the  Father.  And  here  is  the  ftate  of  true 
fubjeftion  to  the  Son  experienced,  whom  the  foul 
muft  hear  (and  of  whom  he  is  to  learn)  in  all  things; 
who  difcovers  the  inward  darknefs  in  man's  mind,  and 
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breaks  down  that  in  him  which  is  contrary  to  God, 
having  a  daily  crofs  ready  for  that  which  is  to  be  cru- 
cified in  him,  whereby  he  fhall  die  daily  to  himfelf. 
And  as  he  dies  to  himfelf,  Chrifl:  will  reveal  himfelf 
more  and  more  in  him,  and  he  fhall  feel  the  pure  feed 
of  life  fpringing  more  and  more  up  in  him,  and  liv- 
ing in  him,  and  he  in  it ;  in  and  through  which  he  fhall 
come  more  and  more  into  union  and  fellowfliip  with 
the  Father  of  fpirits,  and  the  whole  living  body  of 
his  church  and  people. 

But  now,  to  learn  of  the  Father  to  come  to  the  Son, 
and  to  learn  of  the  Son  to  know  the  Father,  and  to 
walk  in  the  newnefs  of  Spirit  before  him,  (and  not  in 
an  old  dead  knowledge  and  fleihly  underllanding) 
thefe  are  great  myfleries,  which  none  can  learn  by  a 
literal  conception  and  comprehenfion  of  things,  but 
as  they  are  quickened,  and  their  minds  and  underftand- 
ings  opened  and  kept  open  by  the  Lord.  Therefore 
this  is  the  great  fkill  and  true  wifdom,  to  know  the 
Shepherd  and  his  voice;  and  his  manner  of  appear- 
ing, and  to  what  he  appears  ;  which  is  to  his  own 
llieep,  to  the  true  birth.  And  his  way  and  manner  of 
appearing  to  that  birth,  is  by  vifiting  and  reaching  to 
it  by  his  power  opening  it,  thereby  giving  it  to  fee, 
hear,  and  underftand ;  but  (hutting  up  himfelf  from 
the  contrary  nature,  wifdom,  and  fpirit  in  all  men. 

There  is  fomewhat  which  maketh  a  fair  fhew  in  the 
flefhly  part,  as  if  it  were  of  God;  but  God  knowcth 
•what  and  who  are  his.  Now  it  is  for  the  true  chil- 
dren, that  the  milk  of  the  word,  and  the  bread  of  life 
is  •,  and  them  the  Lord  is  ftill  gracious  to,  and  heareth 
all  the  defires  and  breathings  of  their  hearts  ;  them  he 
preferveth  and  vifueth  in  Egypt,  and  alfo  bringech  out 
thence.  Them  he  leadeth  through  the  wildernefs,  di- 
viding the  Red-Sea  before  them ;  before  them  alfo  he 
divideth  Jordan,  (the  river  of  judgment)  caufing  them 
to  pafs  tlirough  it  alfo,  that  they  may  enter  into  the 
holy  land.  And  their  lot  he  defendeth  in  the  holy 
land,  in  their  fubjeflion  to  the  Spirit  and  law  of  life 
which  rules  there.    But  the  contrary  birth  falleth  fhort 

by 
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by  the  way,  and  cannot  enter  into,  nor  abide  in,  that 
which  is  pure  and  living  of  God. 

Now  in  the  lowly  feed  the  whole  myftery  of  life  is 
learned,  by  thofe  that  come  thither,  and  wait  there, 
growing  up  into  him  who  is  the  Ilead  ;  but  no  leflbn 
of  life,  and  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  is  learned 
out  of  it.  Oh  !  how  careful  had  men  need  be  to  know 
this  feed  in  themfelvcs,  and  to  witnefs  its  daily  fpring- 
ing  up  and  growth  in  them. 

XI. 

Concerning  Separation  from  the  Spirit  and  Ways  of  the 

World. 

THERE  is  a  necefllty  of  feparation  from  the  fpi- 
rit,  ways,  and  worfhips  of  the  world,  by  thofe 
that  will  be  the  Lord's  people.  The  Jews  outward 
were  to  be  a  feparated  people  from  all  other  people 
(from  their  gods,  from  their  worlhips)  if  they  would 
enjoy  the  favour  of  the  Lord,  and  the  bleflings  of  the 
good  land.  God  had  feparated  them  from  all  other 
nations,  and  they  were  not  to  mingle  with  them  i  nei- 
ther in  their  worfhip,  nor  marriages,  &c.  So  the 
Jews  inward,  who  are  God's  gathering  of  fpiritual 
worfhippers,  out  of  every  nation,  kindred,  tongue, 
and  people,  are  to  be  a  feparated  and  holy  people  to 
the  Lord.  For  when  God  call  off  the  Jews,  he  fought 
out  worfliippers  in  their  ftead,  even  for  a  fpiritual  na- 
tion and  holy  people  of  inward  Jews,  inftead  of  that 
outward  people,  outward  place  of  worfliip,  and  out- 
ward land,  which  he  caft  off.  Now  thofe  whom  God 
feeks  to  be  the  new,  inward,  and  fpiritual  worlliippers, 
(inftead  of  the  literal  and  outward)  muft  come  out  of 
all  other  ways  and  gatherings,  upon  the  many  moun- 
tains, to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  houfe,  and  to 
the  place  of  his  gathering :  the  command  is  exprefs, 
"  Come  out  from  among  them,  and  be  ye  feparate ; 
*'  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing,  and  1  will  receive 

S  4  "  you," 
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"  you,"  &c.    2  Cor.  vi.     It  is  true,    I  feek  you   for 
worfhippers,  and   1  call  you  to  the  gofpel-feaft  of  fat 
things,  and  I  will    receive   you   if  ye  come;  but  ye 
muft  firft  come  out  from  among  all  the  falfe  ways 
»and  falfe  worftiippers,  and  depart   from  (and  not  fo 
much  as  touch)  that  which  is  unclean,  (the  unclean 
fpirit,  his  unclean  ways  and  worfhippers)  and  then   I 
will  receive  you,  and  own  you  as  my  fons  and  daugh- 
ters, and  be  a  Father  to  you  -,  not  elfe.     Mark  now; 
The  Jews   outward  (in    their   day)  muft  be   feparate 
from  all  the  Heathen  outward,  if  they  would  be  judged 
and  owned  by  God  for  true  worfhippers  according  to 
the  law.     The  primitive  Chriflians  were  to   feparate 
from  both  Heathen  and  Jews  too  (even  their  temple, 
priefts,  and  ordinances,  which  were  once  of  God)  if 
they  would   be  worfhippers,    true   worfhippers  under 
the  gofpel,  worfhippers  of  God's  feeking.     And  the 
Chriftians,  after  the  antichriflian  corruption  and  dark- 
nefs,  muft  come  out  of  Babylon ;  that  is,  out  of  all 
forms  of  religion,  and  buildings   out  of  the  life  and 
power,  (for  that   is   Babylon,  the  city  of   confufion, 
which   is   built,  flands  out  of,  and  praclifeth  out  of, 
the  order  and  unity   of   the   Spirit)    if  they  will    be 
found  worfhippers  in  the  day  of  reftoration ;  after  the 
long  darknefs  of  the  apoflafy,  they  muft  not  worfhip 
the  beaft,  (nor   worfhip  God,   as  the   beaft  teacheth 
and  requireth;  for  in  fo  worfhipping,  God  is  not  wor- 
fhipped,  but  the  beaft)  nor  bear  his  namc^  nor  receive 
his  mark,  either  on  their  forehead  or  right  hand,  nor 
Jdc  of  the  number  of  his  name.     Now  the  command 
is  as  exprefs  to  come  of  Babylon ;  that  is,  to  feparate 
from    all  antichriftian  ways   and  worfhips  j  as  ever  it 
was  to  feparate  from  the  Heathen  and  Jews;  and  there 
is  no  being  a  true  worfhipper  in  God's  figh^,  but  in 
the  true  way  of  feparation  from   all  falfe   worfliippers, 
who  worfhip  in   forms  and  appearances  of  godlinefs, 
out  of  the  life  and  power. 

Now,  oh  !  how  precious  is  it  to  feel  God's  feeking, 
God's  gathering,    God's   feparating,    God's   teaching, 
leading,  drawing  into  the  truth,  and  true  way  of  wor- 
fhip! 
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fhip !  For  there  are  felf-feparations,  which  are  out  of 
the  true  Spirit,  life  and  power.  Yea,  God  may  be- 
gin the  reparation,  and  another  wifdom  may  ftep  in, 
and  carry  it  on,  out  of  the  limits  of  the  fweet,  inno- 
cent Spirit,  life  and  power.  Oh  !  blefled  is  he  who  is 
feparated  by  the  Lord  from  all  that  is  not  of  him! 
But  he  that  is  but  fenfual,  and  hath  not  the  Spirit,  but 
only  by  a  literal  knowledge  feparateth  himfelf,  he 
difFereth  from  others  but  in  the  outward  form  and  ap- 
pearance of  godlinefs  ;  but  is  in  one  nature  and  ground 
with  thofe  whom  he  feparateth  from.  Thus  the  Pa- 
pifts,  and  all  pretended  Chriilians,  (of  the  fame  Spi- 
rit) who  feel  not  the  true  Spirit,  power,  and  life,  are 
but  one  in  the  ground,  how  great  foever  their  differ- 
ence outwardly  feem.  And  thofe  that  feparate  further 
and  further,  (even  to  the  utmoft  extent  outwardly,  or 
in  way  of  appearance)  being  not  feparated  by  the 
Lord  from  that  nature  and  fpirit  wherein  the  enmity 
lodgeth,  they  are  ftill  inhabitants  of  one  and  the  fame 
city,  (for  the  city  of  Babylon  is  very  large)  and 
daughters  of  one  and  the  fame  mother,  even  of  the 
wifdom  which  is  from  beneath ;  which  wifdom,  in  its 
higheft  exaltation,  is  far  beneath  the  nature  aiid  true 
excellency  of  the  pure  and  heavenly  wifdom,  even  in 
its  loweft  and  mod  contemptible  appearance.  Oh! 
bleffed  is  the  religion,  the  worfliip,  the  feparation,  the 
fear  of  the  Moft  High  God,  the  faith,  the  knowledge, 
which  begins  in  the  Spirit  and  power,  (even  in  the 
evidence  and  demonftration  of  God's  own  Spirit)  and 
which  ftands  and  abides  therein  !  For  herein  are  the 
children  of  light  diftinguiflied,  and  kept  diftin6t  (by 
God  Almighty,  who  hath  made  the  difference)  from 
all  the  children  of  darkncfs. 
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PREFACE. 


CHRIST,  who  came  from  the  Father,  and  knew 
the  way  of  truth  and  life  everlafting,  and  was  to 
guide  men  to  the  Father,  being  the  only  way  unto 
him,  preached  the  kingdom,  and  bid  men  feek  the 
kingdom  ;  teaching  and  inftrudling  them  in  many 
parables  concerning  it,  and  directing  them  where  and 
how  to  find  it. 

The  apoftles  likewife  (who  fucceeded  Chrift  in  the 
fame  Spirit  and  power  wherein  he  miniftered)  preached 
the  fame  kingdom,  declaring  and  defcribing  what  it 
was,  and  wherein  it  confided ;  namely,  not  in  word, 
but  in  power  (even  in  the  power  which  fliakes  all  that 
is  to  be  fiiaken,  but  cannot  be  fhaken  itfelf,  nor  the 
kingdom  which  is  in  it,  i  Cor.  iii.  20.  and  Heb.  xii. 
28.)  Nor  was  the  kingdom  of  God  meat  and  drink 
(or  any  outward  thing) ;  but  righteoufnefs,  and  peace, 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Rom.  xiv.  17. 

And  they  preached  not  in  vain ;  for  the  life  was 
inwardly  revealed  in  many,  the  power  inwardly  re- 
vealed, and  the  righteoufnefs,  peace,  and  joy  thereof 
felt.  For  fuch  as  truly  believed  and  obeyed  the  gof- 
pel,  received  the  kingdom  which  could  never  be 
ihaken,  and  had  an  entrance  miniftered  to  them  there- 
into, according  to  their  diligence  and  carefulnefs  in 
the  truth. 

Now  afterwards  a  great  darknefs  came  over,  and 
this  glorious  kingdom  was  again  veiled,  and  the  king- 
dom of  darknefs  and  deceit  overfpread  the  profeflbrs 
of  Chriftianity  j  and  in  this  time  notions  and  outward 

know- 
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knowledges  took  with  men,    inftead  of  the  life  and 
truth  itfelf,  wherein  the  kingdom  and  power  (lands. 

But,  blefled  be  the  Lord,  the  light  of  life  again 
fhines  out  of  and  over  the  darknefs,  and  the  kingdom 
is  again  received,  and  the  entrance  into  it  again 
known  j  and  what  is  feen  and  heard  (and  in  meafure 
enjoyed  and  poffefTed)  is  a  faithful  teftimony  given 
forth.  And  blefled  are  they  who  hear  the  joyful 
found  i  for  it  is  no  lefs  than  the  found  of  life  itfelf, 
the  power  itfelf,  the  gofpel  itfelf,  the  Spirit  himfelf, 
manifefting  himfelf  in,  and  fpeaking  through,  veflels 
according  to  his  pleafure. 

'«  Now  they  that  receive  this  light,  which  is  teftified 
of,  and  witnefled  to,  receive  Chriilj  but  they  that 
defpife  and  rejed  it,  reje6t  him  j^  as  will  be  made 
manifeft  in  the  day  of  the  Lord,  whatever  men,  in 
their  wifdom  and  comprehenfions,  judge  to  the  con- 
trary, who  know  not,  nor  are  able  to  judge  of  the 
appearances  of  the  Lord,  or  of  the  glory  of  this  dif- 
penfation.  •  •      ,  • 

For  this  difpenfation  is  indeed  mofl:  precious,  glo- 
rious, and  living,  being  a  difpenfation  of  the  feed  and 
power  of  life  itfelf,  whereby  God  tranflateth  out  of 
darknefs,  and  the  regions  thereof,  into  the  kingdom 
of  his  dear  Son,  and  into  his  glorious  image.  Which, 
reader,  not  that  thou  mayeft  have  only  notions  con- 
cerning, but  mayeft  really  come  to  partake  of,  is  the 
end  of  my  giving  forth  thefe  things  following ;  which 
fweetly,  frelhly,  livingly,  and  powerfully  fprang  up 
in  my  heart  for  thy  fake,  and  are  in  great  love  pre- 
fentcd  to  thy  view, 

By  a  fufFerer  for  the  truth  which  lives  in 

him,  and  in  which  he  lives,  through 

'    '  the  tender  mercy  of  the  Lord,  and 

to  the  glory  of  the  riches  of  his 

grace, 
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TREATISE 

CONCERNING 

God's  Teachings,  and  Christ's  Law,  &c. 

I. 

Goncerning  God's  Teachings. 

"  It  is  written  in  the  prophets"  (faid  Chrifl)  "  they 
"  fhall  be  all  taught  of  God.  Every  one  therefore 
"  that  hath  heard,  and  hath  learned  of  the  Father, 
"  Cometh  unto  me,"  John  vi.  45.  "  For  the  pro- 
"  phets  indeed  had  faid,  All  thy  children  fhall  be 
"  taught  of  the  Lord,  and  they  fhall  all  know  me, 
"  from  the  leaft  of  them  to  the  greateft  of  them." 

NOW  whofe  children  are  they  which  fhall  all  be 
taught  of  the  Lord  ?  And  which  are  they  which 
fhall  all  know  the  Lord  by  the  teachings  of  his  Spirit, 
from  the  leaft  to  the  greateft  ?  Are  they  not  the  chil- 
dren of  the  free  woman,  the  children  of  the  Jerufalem 
which  is  from  above,  which  is  the  mother  of  all  that 
are  truly  living  ?  Now  all  her  children  the  Father  of 
life  begets,  and  taketh  care  to  teach  them  the  true, 
pure,  heavenly,  living  knowledge  ;  fo  that  they  indeed 
know  the  Lord,  being  taught  by  the  anointing  fo  to 
do  ;  and  they  indeed  know  Chrift,  the  Father  revealing 
him  to  them  :  for  none  knows  the  Father  but  the  Son, 

and 
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and  none  knows  the  Son  but  the  Father,  and  he  to 
whom  the  Father  reveals  him.  "  Flefh  and  blood 
*'  hath  not  revealed  it  to  thee,  but  my  Father  which 
"  is  in  heaven"  (faid  Chrift  to  Peter,  Matt.  xvi.  17.) 
And  it  pleafed  God  to  reveal  his  Son  in  me,  faid  Paul, 
Gal.  i.  15,  16.  And  how  did  Paul  preach  Chrift 
among  the  Gentiles?  Did  he  not  preach- him  as  a 
myftery  hid  from  ages  and  generations,  which  none 
but  the  Father  could  reveal  and  make  manifeft  ?  And 
when  he  is  known  and  made  manifeft,  is  he  not  known 
within,  revealed  within,  made  manifeft  within  ?  Col. 
i.  26,  27.  and  1  John  i.  2.  Mark  :  "  The  life  was 
*'  manifefted."  Thus  they  came  to  know  Chrift  ; 
and  if  they  would  bring  others  to  the  knowledge  of 
Chrift,  they  muft  bring  others  to  the  manifeftation  of 
the  fame  life,  and  ftiew  unto  them  that  eternal  life 
which  was  with  the  Father,  and  was  manifefted  unto 
them,  ver.  2.  Now  that  they  might  do  thus,  they 
were  to  preach  the  light  to  them  (even  this  mefllige, 
that  God  is  light,  and  in  him  is  no  darknefs  at  all, 
ver.  5.)  and  to  turn  them  to  the  light  (Ads  xxvi.  18.) 
in  which  alone  men  can  fee  and  receive  the  life  which 
is  eternal.  Men  may  know  or  comprehend  many  things 
concerning  the  Mefliah  from  the  letter;  but  they  can 
only  know  the  Mefliah  himfelf  in  the  light  which 
Ihines  into  their  hearts,  and  which  he  fent  his  apoftles 
to  diredl  and  turn  their  minds  to.  For  they  dire<5ted 
them  to  the  Word  within,  light  within,  life  within. 
Spirit  within ;  to  feel  after  the  manifeftation  of  God 
within,  which  was  communicated  to  the  very  Gentiles, 
Rom.  i.  17.  And  fo  Paul  directed  the  Gentiles  to 
feek  after  and  find  God  nigh,  and  not  afar  off,  Ad:s 
xvii.  27.  Oh  !  this  is  precious  to  find  and  feel  God 
near,  Chrift  near ;  in  his  light  to  fee  light,  in  his  life 
to  feel  and  enjoy  life  !  For  here  (in  the  place  of  dark- 
nefs, in  the  place  of  fin  and  death,  in  the  place  where 
dragons  lay,  Ifa,  xxxv.  7.)  is  the  redeeming  power  to 
be  felt,  and  the  deliverance  of  the  foUl  experienced 
by  thofc  that  truly  believe. 

The 
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The  Scribes  and  Pharifees  had  a  knowledge  that  the 
Mefliah  was  to  come  ;  but  how  came  they  by  it  ?  Why 
they  had  read  fo  in  the  letter  of  the  fcriptures.  The 
profefTors  of  this  age  have  a  knowledge  that  Chrifl:  is 
come  j  how  came  they  by  tliat  ?  Why  they  have  read 
fo  in  the  writings  of  the  evangel  (Is  and  apollles.  But 
who  hath  believed  the  report  of  life  now,  and  to  whom 
is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  (which  is  now  ftretched  forth) 
revealed  ?  Who  hath  heard  and  learned  of  the  Father 
to  know  the  Son,  and  fo  to  come  to  him,  even  from 
the  inward  revelation  of  his  Spirit,  and  from  the  in- 
ward living  knowledge  which  is  thereby  ?  Every  one 
therefore  (faith  Chri(l)  every  one  of  thefe  children, 
every  one  that  is  taught  of  God  (becaufe  of  what  they 
have  heard  and  learned  of  the  Father)  cometh  to  the 
Son.  Now  every  one  that  is  thus  drawn,  and  thus 
cometh,  Chrifl:  receiveth,  and  giveth  to  all  fuch  eter- 
nal life  ;  and  they  know  him  who  giveth  them  eternal 
life,  and  who  preferveth  and-maintaineth  life  in  them. 
Others  have  but  a  notional  knowledge  of  him  ;  but 
do  not  indeed  know  him  that  is  true,  nor  are  in  him 
that  is  true,  even  in  his  Son  Jefus  Chrifl,  who  is  the 
very  God  and  life  eternal,    i  John  v.  20. 

And  fo  they  that  are  taught  of  God,  learn  of  him 
to  repent  from  dead  works,  and  do  repent  them  there- 
of j  whereas  others,  through  hardnefs  of  heart,  do 
not  fo  much  as  difcern  which  are  dead  works,  which 
not,  in  matters  of  worfhip.  Others  do  not  know  the 
true  difference  between  that  which  is  dead,  and  that 
which  is  living;  but  death  (unknown  to  them)  lives 
and  reigns  in  their  very  knowledge  and  apprehenfions 
of  things  3  even  in  their  faith,  in  their  duties,  yea,  in 
all  they  believe  and  perforin  to  God.  For  as  Paul 
was  alive  without  the  law  once,  even  when  he  walked 
according  to  the  letter  of  the  law  blamelefsj  fo  all 
forts  are  now  dead,  in  the  midfl  of  all  their  know- 
ledges and  practices  from  the  letter  (how  much  alive 
foever  they  may  ieem  to  themfelves  therein)  till  they 
come  to  the  mini(lratioa  of  the  Spirit.  "  For  the 
"  letter  killeth  j  but  the  Spirit  quickeneth,  or  giveth 
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<f  life,"  2  Cor.  iii.  6.  and  ver.  3.    This  therefore  is 
the  work  of  a  true  minifter,  to  beget  into  the  Spirit, 
and  into  the  life  j  but  ah !  how  little  do  men  know 
what  dead  works  are,  and  what  it  is  truly  to  witnefs 
repentance  from  them  !  Men  out  of  God's  Spirit,  light, 
and  power,  are  fo  far  from  repenting  for  them,  that 
they  do  not  fo  much  as  rightly  diftinguilh  and  difcern 
them ;  but  take  that  for  living  which  is  dead  -,  kind- 
ling a  fire  of  themfelves,  and  compaffing  themfelves 
about  with  fparks,  thinking  the  warmth  thereof  to  be 
the  true  warmth.     Now  if  men  are  not  come  to  the 
true  repentance  from  dead  works,  much  lefs  are  they 
come  to  the  true  faith  towards  God ;  and  fo  are  yet 
in  their  fins,  yet  out  of  Chrift,  having  never  learned 
of  the  Father  to  come  to  him ;    and  fo  are  ftill  in 
Egypt's  fpirit,  in  Egypt's  wifdom,  and  in  that  hold 
their  religion  :  and  whenever  God  appears  in  his  Spirit 
and  power,  he  will  not  be  that  to  them  which  they 
exped: }    but  a  dreadful  ftroke  from  him  will   come 
upon  all  their  ways  and  worfhips,  which  are  as  abo- 
minable to  God,  as  they  are  pleafing  to  them.     But 
alas  !  to  what  end  are  words  to  that  ear,  to  that  fpirit, 
which  is  like  the  deaf  adder,  which  will  not  hearken 
to  the  voice  of  the  charmer,  charm  he  ever  fo  wifely ! 
Could  the  letter-learned  Scribes  and  Pharifees  hear  the 
voice  of  Chrift  in  the  days  of  his  flefh  ?  Nay  j  they 
could  not,  in  that  gain-faying  fpirit.     Can  the  letter- 
learned  profeflbrs,  in  the  fame  fpirit,  hear  the  voice 
of  Chrift's  Spirit  now  ?  Nay ;  they  cannot.    And  they 
that  cannot  hear  the  voice  of  the  fecond  Adam,  the 
voice  of  the  quickening  Spirit,  the  voice  of  him  who 
gives  life  to  the  foul,  how  can  they  live  ?  And  if  they 
firft  receive  not  life  from  Chrift,  how  can  they  per- 
form any  living  action  to  God  ?  How  can  they  worfliip 
in  the  Spirit  and  in  the  living  truth,    who  are  not 
gathered  into  the  Spirit  and  into  the  living  truth  ? 
Oh  1  that  men  could  confider  aright  of  thefe  things, 
and  wait  on  the  Lord  for  the  true  underftanding  of 
them  !  For  without  the  true  knowledge  of  God  and 
Chrift  (>vithout  that  knowledge  which  is  life  eternal) 
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men  mud  needs  periih.  It  cannot  be  otherwlfe ;  for 
the  true  knowledge  only  faves,  and  therefore  they 
which  have  it  not  muft  needs  perifh. 

Concerning  the  Law  of  Chriji, 
"  And  the  ifles  fhall  wait  for  his  law,"  Ifa.  xlii.4. 

WH  AT  is  that  law  which  the  ifles  were  and  are 
to  wait  for  ?  Is  it  not  the  grace  and  truth 
which  comes  by  Jefus  Chrifl,  even  the  grace  in  the 
inward  parts,  the  truth  in  the  inward  parts  ?  The  law 
outward  was  given  by  Mofes  to  the  outward  Jews ; 
but  grace  and  truth  comes  by  Jefus  Chrift.  That  is 
the  law  of  the  Jew  inward,  which  the  ifles  of  the  Gen- 
tiles were  to  wait  for. 

The  apoftle  holdeth  forth  Chrift  to  be  the  fouFs 
mafter  (he  is  the  Shepherd,  Lord,  King,  and  Bifhop 
of  the  foul),  to  whom  every  one  muft  give  an  account. 
Now  what  muft  men  give  an  account  to  him' of  ?  Is  it 
not  of  the  grace  and  truth  which  comes  by  him  ?  If 
any  man  hath  received  that,  obeyed  that,  believing 
the  found,  report,  and  voice  of  that,  and  fo  loved 
and  followed  it,  will  it  not  be  faid  unto  him,  "  Well 
"  done,  good  and  faithful  fervant  ?"  But  if  any  one 
hath  negleited  and  defpifed  the  grace  (not  improving 
the  talent,  but  improving  his  own  natural  abilities, 
while  God's  talent  lay  wrapped  up  in  a  napkin,  and 
hid  in  the  earth)  will  not  that  perfon  be  judged  a 
flothful  fervant  as  to  improving  the  talent,  whatever 
he  hath  been  as  to  improving  his  own  natural  parts 
and  abilities  ? 

Now  mind  :  If  Chrift  be  an  inward,  a  fpiritual 
mafter,  what  is  his  law  but  the  inward  teachings  of  his 
Spirit  ?  A  prophet  ftiall  the  Lord  your  God  raife  up 
unto  you  like  unto  me,  him  fhall  ye  hear  in  all  things  j 
and  he  that  will  not  hear  him,  how  fecure  and  con- 
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fident  foever  he  may  feem  to  himfelf  of  his  ftate  at 
prefent  3  yet  it  (hall  come  to  pafs  that  he  ftiall  be  cut 
off  and  dcftroyed  from  among  God's  people.  Are  not 
the  words,  the  voice,  the  motions,  the  leadings,  the 
drawings,  the  commands  of  his  Spirit,  the  law  to  all 
that  are  fpiritual  ?  Doth  he  not  fay  to  one.  Go,  and 
he  goeth ;  and  to  another.  Come,  and  he  cometh  ; 
to  another,  Do  this,  and  he  doth  it  ?  Here  is  the 
glory  of  the  great  Lord  and  King,  and  of  the  great 
High-prieft,  over  the  houfhold  of  God,  in  that  he 
giveth  forth  precepts  according  to  his  holy  will  and 
pleafure  ;  and  all  his  flieep  know  his  voice,  and  follow 
him  ;  and  all  his  children  and  fervants  obferve  and 
obey  him. 

If  we  live  in  the  Spirit,  let  us  alfo  walk  in  the  Spi- 
rit, faid  the  holy  apoltle.  Here  are  the  limits  of  the 
children  of  the  new  covenant ;  here  is  the  law  of  life 
(the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus),  the  law 
of  the  new  covenant,  written  in  the  heart,  which  none 
can  read  but  with  the  new  eyje.  The  children  of  the 
flefli  may  read  the  letter,  and  comprehend  concerning 
the  letter,  and  gather  rules  and  obfervations  out  of 
the  letter  ;  but  the  children  of  the  new  covenant  alone 
can  read  the  law  of  life  in  the  heart.  And  this  law 
is  the  path  of  life,  the  path  of  all  that  are  renewed 
by  God's  Spirit,  which  the  Jew  inward  is  to  read  dili- 
gently, and  to  have  his  delight  therein,  and  to  medi- 
tate thereon  day  and  night.  And  this  law  is  light, 
true  light,  pure  light,  fpiritual  light,  yea,  the  light 
which  is  eternal,  and  never  varies  j  and  the  command- 
ment which  comes  therefrom  is  a  lamp,  which  they 
that  receive  know  it  to  be  no  lefs  than  life  ever- 
lafting  ;  for  indeed  the  commandments  of  Chrift's 
Spirit  are  felt  to  be  fo.  Now  this  commandment, 
this  law,  this  light,  fhines  in  the  darknefs  at  firftj 
but  afterwards  out  of  the  darknefs  more  and  more  (as 
it  is  believed,  received,  obeyed,  and  walked  in)  unto 
the  perfed  day  j  fee  Prov.  iv.  18,  19. 

^ejl.  But  how  may  I  wait  for,  come  to  know,  and 
receive  this  law  ?  I  am  not  of  the  ftock  of  the  Jews 

natural. 
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natural,  but  of  the  ifles  of  the  Gentiles ;  how  may 
I  meet  with  and  receive  the  law  of  life  from  Chrift, 
or  the  grace  and  truth  which  comes  by  him  ? 

^>?/.  The  way  of  receiving  it,  is  to  mind  that  which 
enlightens  and  renews  the  mind,  drawing  it  out  of 
the  nacure  and  fpirit  of  this  world,  and  out  of  the 
ways,  worfhips,  knowledge,  and  cuftoms  thereof,  into 
that  which  feafons  it  otherwife,  and  opens  it  another 
way.  Now  here  the  grace  is  met  with,  here  the  truth 
is  met  with,  here  the  Spirit  of  life  is  met  with  ;  here 
the  inward  change  is  felt,  and  the  new  law  written  in 
the  heart  and  ipirit.  And  here  the  mind  comes  to 
prove  and  know  what  is  that  good,  that  acceptable 
and  perfed  will  of  God  :  for  God  is  the  teacher  in  the 
new  covenant,  and  his  teachings  are  here,  even  in  that 
which  he  renews.  He  gathereth  into  his  Spirit,  and 
he  teacheth  thofe  that  abide  in  his  Spirit,  and  giveth 
unto  them  eternal  life,  eternal  virtue,  eternal  nourifh- 
ment,  in  and  from  his  Spirit.  But  they  that  may  be 
great  fearchers  into  the  letter,  and  comprehenders  from 
the  letter,  and  pra6lifers  according  to  their  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  letter  (not  being  gathered  into  nor  read- 
ing in  the  Spirit)  they  mils  of  eternal  life,  and  of  the 
redeeming  arm  and  power,  and  are  not  faved  from  fin 
by  the  blood  of  Chrift  •,  but  are  yet  in  tranfgrefllon, 
darknefs,  and  death,  even  until  now.  The  Lord,  who 
knoweth  all  things,  make  manifeft  their  eftates  and 
conditions  unto  them,  that  they  perifh  not  for  everj 
but  may  learn  of  the  Father  to  know  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Son  to  know  the  Father,  and  come  to  witnefs  true 
life  manifefted  in  their  own  hearts,  that  they  may  have 
fellowlliip  with  the  Father  and  Son  therein.  For  he 
that  is  not  turned  from  darknefs  unto  light  (from  the 
darknefs  within  in  his  own  heart,  unto  the  light  which 
God  caufech  to  fliine  there)  doth  not  yet  know  Chrift 
livingly  and  favingly;  but  is  only  in  the  notions  and 
comprehenfions  concerning  him,  which  cannot  fave. 
For  it  is  the  life  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
inwardly  revealed  againft  the  power  of  fin  and  death, 
v/hich  is  alone  able  to  fave  therefrom, 
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Now  confider  with  yourfelves  (all  who  would  not 
be  deceived  in  this  matter)  have  ye  known  this  law  ? 
Have  ye  received  it  in  nneafurc,  and  do  ye  wait  to 
know  and  receive  it  daily  more  and  more  ?  Then  are 
ye  Chriftians  indeed,  and  of  the  houfe  of  Jacob,  which 
walk  in  the  light  of  the  Lord,  and  in  the  light  of  the 
holy  city,  whofe  light  the  Lamb  is.  But  without  this 
law,  without  this  light,  without  the  inward  writing 
of  God's  Spirit  in  your  hearts,  ye  cannot  be  inward 
Jews,  nor  children  of  the  new  covenant. 

Thefe  are  weighty  things,  and  to  be  confidcred 
weightily,  and  weighed  in  the  balance  of  the  fandluary. 
Oh  !  wait  to  know  what  it  is  to  go  into  the  fanftuary, 
and  to  weigh  things  there  in  the  balance  thereof,  which 
exa6tly  and  infallibly  weigheth  and  dctermineth  what- 
ever is  brought  thither  !  For  of  a  truth  ye  cannot 
underftand  any  fcripture  aright  which  treateth  of  any 
fpiritual  and  heavenly  myftery,  but  as  ye  are  taught 
of  God,  to  bring  it  unto  the  balance  of  the  fanduary, 
and  to  weigh  it  there;  where  all  your  own  apprehen- 
fions,  meanings,  and  conceptions  will  fall,  and  the 
mind  and  intent  of  God's  Spirit  be  alone  owned  and 
Juftified.  Ah  !  what  a  vaft  difference  there  is  between 
weighing  mens  apprchenfions  and  conceivings  upon 
fcriptures  in  the  balance  of  their  own  underftandings, 
and  weighing  them  in  the  true  balance  !  In  the  former 
are  all  the  erring  judgments  ;  but  in  the  latter  is  the 
true,  unerring  judgment  of  God's  own  Spirit,  in  the 
light  which  is  eternal  j  which  judgment  will  ftand  for 
ever. 

Ill, 

A  brief  Relation  concerning  myfelf,  in  Reference  to  what 
has  befallen  me  in  my  Purfuit  after  Truth. 

I  Was  acquainted  with  a  fpring  of  life  from  my 
childhood,  which  enlightened  me  in  my  tender 
years,  and  pointed  my  heart  towards  the  Lord,  be- 
getting true  fenfe  in  me,  and  faith,  and  hope,  and 
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love,  and  humility,  and  meeknefs,  &c.  fo  that  Indeed 
I  was  a  wonder  to  fome  that  knew  me^  becaufe  of  the 
favour  and  life  of  religion  which  dwelt  in  my  heart, 
and  appeared  in  my  converfation. 

But  I  never  durft  truft  the  fpring  of  my  life,  and 
the  fpringings  up  of  life  therefrom  ;  but,  in  reading 
the  fcriptures,  gathered  what  knowledge  I  could  there- 
from, and  fet  this  over  the  fpring  and  fpringings  of  life 
in  me,  and  indeed  judged  that  I  ought  fo  to  do. 

Notwithftanding  which,  the  Lord  was  very  tender 
and  merciful  to  me,  helping  me  to  pray,  and  helping 
me  to  underfland  the  fcriptures,  and  opening  and 
warming  my  heart  every  day. 

And  truly  my  foul  was  very  near  the  Lord,  and  my 
heart  was  made  and  preferved  very  low  and  humble 
before  him,  and  very  fenfible  of  his  rich  love  and 
mercy  to  me  in  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  j  as  I  did  daily 
from  my  heart  cry  grace,  grace,  unto  him,  in  every 
thing  my  foul  received  and  partook  of  from  him. 

Indeed  I  did  not  look  to  have  been  fo  broken,  fhat- 
tered,  and  diftrefled,  as  I  afterwards  was,  and  could 
by  no  means  underfland  the  meaning  thereof,  my  heart 
truly  and  earneftly  defiring  after  the  Lord,  and  not 
having  the  fenfe  of  any  guilt  upon  me.  Divers  came 
to  fee  me,  fome  to  enquire  into,  and  confider  of,  my 
condition  ;  others  to  bewail  it,  and  (if  pofTible)  ad- 
minifter  fome  relief,  help,  and  comfort  to  me  ;  and 
divers  were  the  judgments  they  had  concerning  me. 
Some  would  fay  it  was  deep  melancholy ;  others 
would  narrowly  fearch,  and  enquire  how,  and  in  what 
manner,  and  in  what  way  I  had  walked  ;  and  were 
jealous  that  I  had  finned  againft  the  Lord,  and  pro- 
voked him  fome  way  or  other,  and  that  fome  iniquity 
lay  as  a  load  upon  me  :  but,  after  thorough  converfe 
with  me,  they  would  ftill  exprefs  that  they  were  of 
another  mind  ;  and  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  in 
it,  and  it  was  an  eminent  cafe,  and  would  end  in  good 
to  my  foul.    - 

At  that  time,  when  I  was  broken  and  dalhed  to 
pieces  in  my  religion,  I  was  in  a  congregational  way ; 
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but  foot!  after  parted  with  them,  yet  in  great  love, 
relating  to  them  how  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon 
me,  and  how  I  was  fmitten  in  the  inward  part  of  my 
religion,  and  could  not  now  hold  up  an  outward  form 
of  that  which  I  inwardly  wanted,  having  loft  my  God, 
itiy  Chrift,  my  faith,  my  knowledge,  my  life,  my  all. 
And  fo  we  parted  very  lovingly,  1  wilhing  them  well, 
even  the  prefence  of  that  God  whom  I  wanted  ;  pro- 
mifing  to  return  to  them  again,  if  ever  I  met  with  that 
which  my  foul  wanted,  and  had  clearnefs  in  the  Lord 
fo  to  do. 

After  I  was  parted  from  them,  I  never  joined  to 
any  way  or  people  ;  but  lay  mourning  day  and  night, 
pleading  with  the  Lord  why  he  had  forfaken  me,  and 
why  I  fhould  be  made  fo  miferable  through  my  love 
to  him,  and  fincere  defires  after  him.  For  truly  I  can 
fay,  I  had  not  been  capable  of  fo  much  mifery  as  my 
foul  lay  in  for  many  years,  had  not  my  love  been  fo 
deep  and  true  towards  the  Lord  my  God,  and  my  de- 
fires  lb  great  after  the  fenfible  enjoyment  of  his  fpirit, 
according  to  the  promife  and  way  of  the  gofpel.  Yet 
this  I  can  alfo  fay,  in  uprightnefs  of  heart.  It  was  not 
gifts  I  defired  to  appear  and  fhine  before  men  in  ♦,  but 
grace  and  holinefs,  and  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  dwelling 
in  me,  to  a6t  my  heart  by  his  grace,  and  to  preferve 
me  in  holinefs. 

Now  indeed  the  Lord  at  length  had  compaflion  on 
me,  and  vifited  me  j  though  in  a  time  and  way  wherein 
I  expedted  him  not :  nor  was  I  willing  (as  to  the  natu- 
ral part)  to  have  that  the  way  which  God  fhewed  me 
to  be  the  way  i  but  the  Lord  opened  my  eye,  and  that 
which  I  know  to  be  of  him  in  me  clofed  with  it,  and 
owned  it }  and  the  pure  feed  was  raifed  by  his  power, 
and  my  heart  taught  to  know  and  own  the  feed,  and 
to  bow  and  worfhip  before  the  Lord  in  the  pure  power, 
which  was  then  in  my  heart.  So  that  of  a  trutV  I 
fenfibly  knew  and  felt  my  Saviour,  and  was  taught 
by  him  to  take  up  the  crofs,  and  to  deny  that  un- 
derftanding,  knowledge,  and  wildom,  which  had  fo 
long  ftood  in  my  way  s  and  then  I  learned  that  leflbn 
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(being  really  taught  it  of  the  Lord)  what  it  is  to  be- 
come a  fool  for  Chrift*s  fake.  I  cannot  fay  but  I  had 
learned  fomewhat  of  it  formerly  j  but  I  never  knew 
how  to  keep  to  what  I  had  learned  till  that  day. 

And  then  God  (hewed  me  (by  degrees,  as  he  nur- 
tured me  up  in  the  heavenly  fenfe  and  experience  of 
his  fpirit)  the  workings  of  the  good  in  me,  and  the 
workings  of  the  fubtilty  ;  and  how  himfelf  had,  in 
time  pall,  taught  me  to  pray,  and  to  underlland  the 
fcriptures,  and  to  believe  in  his  Son,  and  know  fomc 
things  aright ;  but  withal,  how  a  knowledge  and  un- 
derftanding  of  another  nature  had  crept  in,  and  gained 
ground  upon  me  (which  indeed  I  knew  not  how  to 
diftinguifli  thoroughly  from  the  other,  and  watch 
againit)  and  fo  the  truth  came  not  to  live  in  me,  nor  I 
to  live  in  that,  according  to  the  utmoft  defire  and  tra^ 
Vti'I  of  my  foul. 

But  now  of  a  truth,  by  this  blefied  vifitation  of  the 
everlalling  gofpel,  the  Lord  hath  at  length  brought 
me  back  to  the  fame  fpring  I  was  acquainted  with  at 
firft,  and  joined  my  heart  in  true  fenfe  and  under- 
(landing  to  it  ;  fo  that  the  life  that  1  live  is  by  the 
fpringing  up  of  life  in  me  ;  and  I  know  the  Lord  my 
God,  by  being  daily  taught  by  him  fo  to  do  j  and  I 
love  him,  by  feeling  my  heart  circumcifed  and  con- 
llrained  through  the  new  nature  thereunto.  And  truly 
it  is  natural  to  the  good  feed  in  me,  and  to  my  foul  in 
and  through  the  fame,  to  trull  my  Father,  and  to 
fufFer  any  thing  that  he  requires  of  me,  who  freely 
giveth  me  both  to  do  and  to  fufFer  :  for  indeed  I  live 
not  of  myfelf,  but  by  a  continual  gift  and  quickening 
of  life  in  my  heait. 

And  oh  !  that  others  alfo  could  come  to  hear  the 
teftimony  of  truth  and  life  from  God's  Holy  Spirit, 
and  be  turned  thereby  to  the  pure  principle  and  fpirit 
of  life  itfelf  (which  many  formerly  had  a  true  tafte  of, 
but  are  now  turned  afide  to  another  nature  and  fpirit, 
though  they  themfelves  know  it  not)  that  they  might 
witnels  the  gofpel-power,  and  know  the  fpiritual  and 
heavenly  Jerufaleiu,  and  fuck  at  her  brealls,  and  be 

dandled 
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dandled  on  her  knee,  who  is  the  mother  and  bringer-up 
of  all  that  are  truly  living. 


IV. 

A  ^ejiion  about  preaching  the  everlafitng  Gofpel  anfwered. 

^eji.  T  T  O  W  is  the  everlafting  gofpel  (wherein 
X  J.  Chrift  is  truly  made  known,  and  falvation 
really  witnefTed  in  the  hearts  of  thofe  that  receive  it) 
preached  at  this  day  ?  How  hath  the  Lord  appointed 
it  to  be  preached,  and  how  is  it  preached,  and  how 
may  men  come  to  hear  it,  that  their  fouls  may  live  ? 
Are  not  they  blefled  that  hear  the  joyful  found  thereof  I 
Are  not  they  wretched  and  miferable,  and  blind  and 
naked,  who  miftake  and  mifs  concerning  that  found 
of  it,  which  it  pleafeth  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  to  give 
forth  in  this  day  ? 

It  is  wonderful  to  confider  how  the  truth,  the  gofpel, 
the  life,  the  power  which  faves,  is  one  and  the  fame  in 
all  ages  and  generations,  and  yet  ftill  hid  from  the 
wife,  prudent,  profefling  eye,  in  every  age  and  ge- 
neration. 

Now  let  me  fpeak  a  few  words  to  this  thing  j  not 
only  from  what  I  have  felt  in  my  heart,  but  have  alfo 
read  in  the  fcriptures  of  truth. 

Anfw.  The  gofpel,  after  the  apoftafy,  is  thus  to  be 
preached :  "  Fear  God,  and  give  glory  to  him,  for 
*<  the  hour  of  his  judgment  is  come  :  and  worfhip 
•«  him  that  made  heaven  and  earth,"  &c.  Rev.  xiv.  6, 
7.  He  that  knoweth  the  preacher  that  preacheth  this ; 
he  that  hath  heard  this  preached  in  his  ov/n  heart ;  he 
that  hach  met  with  that  fear  which  God's  Spirit  teach- 
eth  and  giveth  j  he  that  hath  known  the  hour  of  God's 
judgment,  and  had  the  axe  laid  to  the  root  of  the  cor- 
rupt tree,  and  hath  been  taught  by  the  Son  to  worfhip 
the  Father  in  fpirit  and  truth  j  he  hath  without  doubt 
met  with  the  gofpel,  the  everlafting  gofpel  :  and  if 
God  require  of  fuch  an  one,    and  affift  him  by  his 

Spirit; 
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Spirit  and  power  to  preach  this  to  others,  he  is  a 
preacher  of  the  everlafting  gofpel,  and  an  able  minifter 
of  the  New  Teftament,  not  of  the  letter,  but  of  the 
Spirit.  But  all  fhould  take  heed  of  preaching  their 
own  formings  and  conceivings  upon  the  letter  (as  too 
many  do  in  this  day,  who  reproach,  revile,  and  per- 
fecute  the  life  and  power),  for  that  falls  fhort  of  true 
preaching  the  latter. 

Oh  !  that  thefe  things  were  weighty  upon  mens 
fpirits,  thai  they  might  learn  aright  to  fearch  and  un- 
derfland  the  fcriptures,  and  know  how  the  Father  hath 
revealed  the  Son  in  this  day,  and  how  to  come  to  him, 
to  receive  life  from  him  !  For  many  (who  feem  know- 
ing) through  ignorance,  miftake  in  this  matter,  and 
fo  run  on  in  their  own  wills,  wifdoms,  and  compre- 
henfion  of  things,  and  mifs  of  the  drawings  of  the 
Father,  and  fo  come  not  aright  to  the  Son  ;  but  only 
according  to  what  they  themfelves  imagine  and  appre- 
hend from  what  they  have  gathered  and  conceived  upon 
the  fcriptures. 

God,  who  commanded  light  to  fhine  in  this  outward 
world,  hath  judged  it  necelTary  to  caufe  the  light  of 
his  Spirit  to  fhine  inwardly  in  mens  hearts  ;  and  this 
gives  the  knowledge  of  the  fcriptures,  and  the  true 
fenfe  and  difcerning  of  inward  and  fpiritual  things  ; 
yea,  here  the  Son  is  known,  and  his  blood  felt  cleanf- 
ing  ;  which  the  fcriptures  without  do  not  make  mani- 
feft  ;  but  this  the  fcriptures  are  a  clear  and  fiithful 
record  of,  and  teftimony  to.  Men  had  need  take  heed 
how  they  read,  and  how  they  underftand,  the  icriptur^s 
(in  what  light,  in  what  fpirit),  for  it  is  eafy  erring  j 
but  without  the  prefence  and  guidance  of  God  herein, 
men  cannot  walk  fafely.  And  truly  it  is  great  pre- 
fumption  in  any  man  to  read  the  fcriptures  boldly, 
without  fear  and  reverence  to  him  who  is  the  author 
of  them  ;  or  to  put  any  of  his  meanings  and  conceiv- 
ings upon  God's  words  -,  which  it  is  hard  for  him  to 
forbear  doing,  who  readeth  them  in  the  liberty  of  his, 
own  fpirit,  out  of  the  light  of  God's  Spirit,  which  is 
the  limit  and  yoke  of  the  true  readers  and  under- 
ftanders  of  the  fcriptures. 

V.  Concerning 
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V. 

Concerning  Chriji^s  Minijtry,  or  Priejihood. 

CHRIST  is  made  by  God  a  minifter,  or  hlgh- 
prieft,  over  the  fpiritual  Ifrael  of  God.  "  Not 
'*  after  the  law  of  a  carnal  commandment,  but  after 
''  the  power  of  an  endlefs  life"  (as  Heb.  vii.  i6.  and 
chap.  viii.  2.);  and  he  minifters  with  his  Spirit  and 
power  unto  and  in  all  his.  So  that  he  that  knows 
Chrift's  miniftry,  knows  the  power,  the  life,  the  Spirit 
in  which  he  minifters  ;  but  he  that  is  not  acquainted 
with  thefe,  is  yet  to  learn  to  know  Chrift  aright,  and 
to  believe  in  him  unto  life  and  falvation,  which  are 
wrapped  up,  comprehended,  revealed,  and  communi- 
cated in  the  power  wherewith  he  minifters.  For  the 
very  beginning  of  Chrift's  miniftry  is  in  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  God,  whereby  he  redeems  out  of  the  fpirit 
and  power  of  Satan  j  and  to  this  men  are  to  be  turned, 
if  they  will  witnefs  falvation  by  Jefus  Chrift,  even 
to  the  light  and  power  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  which 
breaks  the  darknefs  and  ftrength  of  the  kingdom  of 
Satan  in  the  heart.  For  indeed  all  literal  profeflions, 
beliefs,  knowledges,  and  praftices,  out  of  the  life  and 
power,  Satan  can  transform  himfelf  into,  and  uphold 
and  maintain  his  kingdom  under,  in  the  hearts  of 
men  ;  but  the  inward  light  and  power  of  life  breaks  it, 
where  the  minds  of  people  are  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  turned  thereto,  and  fubjeded  under  its  rule,  and 
government. 

VL 

Concerning  the  true  Knowledge  of  Chrift » 

IT  was  faid,  in  the  time  of  the  prophets,  under  the 
miniftration  of  the  law,  that  "  The  prieft's  lips 
«'  fliould  keep  knowledge,  and  they"  (that  is,  the 
autward  Ifrael,  Ifrael  after  the  flelh)  "  Ihould  feek  the 

"  law 


GoD*s  Teachings,   &c.  301 

««  law  at  his  mouth  ;  for  he  is  the  melTenger  of  the 
«  Lord  of  Hods,"  Mai.  ii.  7.  And  doth  not  Chrift, 
our  High-Prieft,  and  the  Apoftle  of  our  profefTion, 
keep  all  the  people's  knowledge  ?  And  are  they  not  all 
to  feek  the  law  of  life,  the  law  of  the  new  covenant,  at 
his  mouth  ?  Is  not  he  the  MelTenger  of  the  covenant, 
who  brings  tidings  of  the  covenant  of  life  and  peace  ; 
and  muft  not  the  foul  that  will  live  hear  him  ?  Ifa  Iv. 
I,  2,  3.  Is  not  he  the  Sealed  and  Sent-One  of  the 
Father,  to  open  the  blind  eye,  and  to  bring  the  prifoner 
out  of  the  pit  ?  Is  not  he  the  Shepherd  of  the  spiritual 
flock  ?  And  are  not  fuch  as  are  called  out  of  the  world 
(and  fandified  by  him)  his  fheep  ?  And  are  not  all  his 
flieep  to  hear  his  voice,  and  follow  him  ?  Is  not  he 
the  Prophet,  like  Mofes,  appointed  by  God,  for  all  the 
fpiritual  Ifrael  to  hear  in  all  things  ?  Is  not  his  Spirit 
to  teach  and  lead  into  all  truth  ?  Can  any  elfe  lead 
into  truth  ?  Or  can  any  come  into  truth  unlefs  they  be 
led  ?)  And  they  that  will  not  hear  the  voice  of  his  Spirit 
in  thefe  latter  days  (feeing  God,  in  thefe  laft  days, 
fpeaketh  by  his  Son,  and  faith  to  all  the  true  difciples 
and  followers  of  the  Lamb,  Hear  ye  him)  -,  are  they  not 
to  be  cut  off  from  the  comforts  of  his  Spirit,  from  the 
pure  refreftiments  of  his  Spirit,  from  the  life  of  his 
Spirit,  and  from  the  living  Ifrael,  and  fo  to  be  num- 
bered among  the  dead  and  unredeemed  ? 

Chrill  faith,  "  I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the 
**  life."  It  is  he  alone  that  is  the  living  way,  which 
leads  to  the  Father.  Now  how  is  Chrilt  the  way  to 
the  Father  ?  Flow  is  he  the  truth  ?  How  is  he  the 
life  ?  Is  he  fo  by  any  literal  and  outward  knowledge 
of  him  ;  or  by  the  inward,  fpiritual,  and  living  know- 
ledge of  him  ?  They  that  know  his  Spirit,  know  the 
way  ;  and  they  that  walk  in  his  Spirit,  walk  in  the  way. 
This  is  moft  certain  :  they  that  walk  not  in  the  oldnefs 
of  the  letter,  but  in  the  newnefs  and  life  of  the  Spirit, 
they  walk  in  the  new  and  living  way.  How  is  the 
letter  old  j  and  how  is  the  Spirit  new  ?  How  is  Chrifl 
known  after  the  flefh,  and  fo  to  be  known  no  more  ? 
And  how  is  he  known  after  the  Spirit,   and  fo  to  be 

knowa 
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known  for  ever  ?  Man  is  but  flefh,  and  his  knowledge 
and  underftanding  of  things,  of  his  own  fetching  from 
the  literal  relation  and  defcriptions  of  them,  is  but 
the  knowledge  of  the  flelhly  part;  but  there  is  a  new 
eye,  a  new  underftanding,  a  new  heart  and  mind,  to 
•which  the  Father  reveals  him;  and  that  knowledge 
which  the  new-birth  receives  of  the  Father,  that  is  fpi- 
ritual,  true,  pure,  heavenly,  living  knowledge.  And 
fo  the  children  of  the  kingdom  arc  to  dwell  in  that 
light  wherein  the  Father  reveals  the  things  of  the 
kingdom ;  and  this  differenceth  them  from  all  the  lite- 
ral knowers  of  the  things  of  God  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth.  Now  this  is  it  which  fatisfieth  my  heart 
concerning  my  knowledge  of  the  things  of  God,  even 
that  I  have  fo  learned  to  know  Chrift,  and  to  believe 
in  him,  (and  to  repent  from  dead  works,  and  to  obey 
him,  and  fuffer  for  him)  as  I  could  never  have  learned, 
unlcfs  the  Father  himfelf  had  taught  me.  And  now 
feeing  and  partaking  of  the  difference,  I  cannot  but 
teftify  againft  all  dead  teachings,  unto  the  Spirit's 
teaching,  which  is  living;  knowing  afluredly,  that  no. 
other  teaching  or  learning  the  things  of  God  will 
amount  to  true  knowledge,  or  be  owned  in  the  day 
of  the  Lord,  but  that  which  is  of  and  in  the  Spirit. 


A  few  Words  more  concerning  the  Right  Way  of  Knozvingy 
as  it  is  witnejfed  unto  in  the  Scriptures,  and  experienced 
in  the  Hearts  of  thoje  that  truly  and  livingly  know  the 
Lord. 

«  TXrlSDOM  is  juftified  of  her  children,"  faid 
y  Y  Chrift,  Mat.  xi.  19.  Now,  who  is  wifdom  ? 
"What  is  wifdom  ?  Is  it  not  the  heavenly  mother  of  all 
the  living  ?  It  is  the  Spirit  which  begets  all,  who  are 
truly  begotten  to  the  Lord.  Now  where,  and  into 
what,  doth  he  beget  them  ?  In  the  earthly  nature,  ia 
the  earthly  wifdom,  in  the  earthly  fpirit,  or  out  of  itj 
in  and  into  that  which  is  heavenly  I 

Now 
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Now  all  that  are  of  this  heavenly  begetting  and 
birth,  they  know  (own  and  juftify)  that  wildonn, 
wherein  they  are  begotten.  They  juftify  the  nature 
of  truth,  the  light  of  truth,  the  life  of  truth,  the 
power  of  truth,  the  appearance  of  truth  in  their  age 
and  generation.  The  falfe  birth  will  own  and  juftify 
the  words  of  truth  which  were  formerly  fpoken,  and 
the  former  appearances  thereof  (as  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifees  did  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  who  denied 
Chrift,  who  was  truth,  and  fpake  truth  beyond  them); 
but  the  true  birth  knoweth  and  juftifieth  the  prefent 
words,  and  the  prefent  appearances  of  truth,  which 
the  falfe  birth  ftill  flighteth  and  defpifeth. 

If  any  man  therefore  will  judge  aright  concerning 
the  things  of  God,  he  muft  be  fure  to  be  of  the  true 
birth,  (a  child  of  the  true  wifdom)  and  that  he  keep 
to  that  nature.  Spirit,  and  birth,  to  which  God  giv- 
eth  the  difcerning.  For  there  is  an  eye  of  difcerning, 
and  a  way  of  difcerning,  which  is  a  gift;  and  he  that 
will  know  aright,  and  judge  aright,  muft  keep  to  the 
gift  of  light,  the  gift  of  grace,  the  gift  of  the  Spi- 
rit, the  gift  of  the  holy  anointing;  and  be  watchful 
and  careful  to  judge  in  it,  and  take  heed  of  judging 
out  of  it.  For  though  a  man  be  come  to  a  fpiritual 
ftate,  and  hath  received  the  gift  of  grace,  knowledge, 
and  difcerning ;  yet  if  he  be  not  watchful  to  keep  to 
the  gift,  he  may  eafily  err,  and  judge  amifs. 


VIII. 

Concerning  Chrijl's  RighteouJnefSi  which  is  the  Righteouf- 
nefs  of  all  his  Saints. 

CHRIST  is  the  head,  his  faints  the  body;  and  do 
they  not  all  partake  of  one  nature,  one  Spirit, 
one  virtue,  one  life,  one  righteoufnefs  ?  Doth  not 
Chrift  give  them  of  his  own  righteoufnefs,  even  of  the 
righteoufnefs  which  his  Father  gave  him  ?  And  is  not 
that  righteoufnefs  which  Chrift   giveth   them,    their 

righteouf- 
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righteoufnefs  ?  What  was  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  ?  Was 
it  not  the  righteoufnels  of  God  revealed  in  him,  com- 
municated to  hirh,  and  made  his  ?  And  what  is  their 
righteoufnefs  ?  Is  not  the  fame  righteoufnefs  revealed 
in  them,  communicated  to  them,  and  made  theirs,  in 
and  by  Chrift  ?  Are  not  they  made  partakers  of  the 
divine  nature,  in  and  through  him,  and  made  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him  ?  Chrift  trufted  his  Fa- 
ther, and  obeyed  his  Father  in  all  things.  Now  was 
not  that  an  effed  of  the  righteous  nature  and  Spirit  of 
his  Father  in  him  ?  "  He  became  obedient  unto  death, 
"  even  the  death  of  the  crofs."  And,  Oh !  how  was 
his  Father  pleafed  therewith !  Did  not  he  fay  to  him, 
as  to  Abraham  in  the  like  cafe  ?  "  Becaufe  thou  haft 
*«  done  this  thing,  in  blefling  I  will  blefs  thee ;  and 
"  in  multiplying  I  will  multiply  thy  feed  ^  and  thou 
"  ftialt  fee  of  the  travail  of  thy  foul,  and  be  fatisfied:" 
for  thou  Ihalt  not  only  gather  the  "  difperfed  of  If- 
"  rael,"  but  "  inherit  the  Gentiles"  alfo;  "  and  have 
**  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  poflfelTion.'* 
Confider  now  ferioufly,  in  God's  fear;  Is  Chrift's 
obedience  to  tiie  law  of  Mofes  the  faints  evangelical 
righteoufnefs?  Or  is  his  righteoufnefs  revealed  in 
them,  from  faith  to  faith  ?  Was  his  being  circumcifed 
outwardly,  their  circumcifion  ?  Or  is  his  inward  cir- 
cumcifing  them,  their  circumcifion  ?  Which  of  thefe 
is  the  gofpel  circumcifion ;  the  circumcifing  of  his 
fiefti  outwardly,  or  the  circumcifing  of  their  hearts  in- 
wardly ?  Again,  was  his  being  outwardly  baptized, 
their  baptifm  ?  Or  is  the  inward  baptifm  of  the  Spirit, 
the  gofpel  baptifm  ?  Doth  he  not  fulfil  the  righteouf- 
nefs of  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  them,  who  be- 
lieve in  his  Spirit  and  power,  and  walk  not  after  the 
fiefti,  but  after  the  Spirit?  Was  not  Chrift  juftified  in 
the  Spirit  ?  And  are  not  all  his  juftified  in  the  Spirit 
alfo  ?  Whatfoever  is  of  God,  whatfoever  is  wrought  in 
God,  doth  not  God  juftify?  Is  not  the  perfon  here 
juftified,  the  faith  juftified,  the  works  juftified  with  the 
juftification  of  life,  and  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  from 
whence  they  proceed  ?   And  here  Chrift's  words  arc 

verified. 
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verified,  "  He  that  doth  truth,  cometh  to  the  light, 
'«  that  his  deeds  may  be  manifeft,  that  they  are 
**  wrought  in  God,"  John  iii.  21.  And  are  not  his 
deeds  then  juftified  ?  He  that  is  united  to  the  Spirit  of 
God,  (and  acquainted  with  the  Spirit  of  God,  and 
knows  his  voice)  hears,  and  fees,  and  feels,  and  un- 
derftands  what  God  condemns,  and  alfo  what  he  juf- 
tifies  ;  who  never  condemns  any  thing  that  arifeth  from 
himfelf,  and  is  wrought  in  himfelf j  but  only  that 
which  cometh  from  the  ilefh,  and  is  wrought  in  the 
flelh.  And  here  he  fees  (in  the  true  light)  what  faith 
is  imputed  for  righteoufnefs,  and  what  faith  is  fhut 
out;  and  what  worl^:s  are  accounted  righteous,  and 
what  works  are  fliut  out :  and  how  Enoch  walked  with 
God  in  the  righteous  Spirit  and  life,  and  was  therein 
iuftified  j  and  how  Noah  built  an  ark  in  the  faith,  be- 
ing moved  with  fear,  and  was  therein  with  his  family 
faved.  So  Abel  facrificed  in  the  faith,  "  By  which 
"  he  obtained  wirnefs  that  he  was  righteous,  God  tef- 
*'  tifying  of  his  gifts,"  Heb.  xi,  4.  Mark;  his  fa- 
crifice,  his  gift,  came  from  a  righteous  Spirit,  and  fo 
the  righteous  God  teftified  of  his  gift;  and  fuch  are 
all  the  facrifices  now,  that  are  offered  up  in  God's 
Spirit,  and  in  the  true  faith.  And  fo  we  alfo  fee  how 
Abraham  (the  father  of  the  faithful)  was  "juftified 
**  by  worksj"  James  ii.  21.  and  how  God  was  pleafed 
with  him,  becaufe  he  had  done  that  thing  of  offering 
up  his  only  fon  at  God's  command.  Alio  Phinehas's 
zeal  for  the  Lord,  in  executing  judgment,  was  highly 
efleemed  of  the  Lord,  and  "  was  counted  to  him  for 
"  righteoufnefs,  unto  all  generations  for  evermore," 
Pfa.  cvi.   30,  31. 

But  alas !  How  do  men  miftake  about  the  righteouf- 
nefs of  Chrift,  about  the  gofpel-righteoufnefs ;  and,  in 
efFeft,  make  it  but  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law,  but 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  old  covenant,  performed  in 
the  perfon  of  another  for  us,  and  imputed  to  us ! 
Whereas  it  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  another  covenant, 
even  of  the  new  and  living  covenant,  which  the  Lord 
Jefus  worketh,  both  in  us  and  for  us.     Now  whoever 
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receiveth  this  righteoufnefs  from  him,  and  is  clothed 
with  it  by  him,  he  findeth  it  to  be  the  righteoufnefs 
of  the  gofpel,  the  new  and  living  righteoufnefs,  the 
true  and  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  both  of  the  Father 
and  Son,  which  the  fouls  of  thofe  that  truly  believe, 
partake  of  in  them  and  with  them. 

Now  confider  a  fcripture  or  two,  to  evidence  this 
further. 

The  apoftle  faith,  2  Cor.  iii.  17,  18.  "  The  Lord 
"  is  that  Spirit "  (the  Lord  Jefus  is  the  fecond  Adam, 
the  quickening  Spirit)  in  whom  the  "  veil  is  done 
"  away,"  ver.  15.  And  fo  the  true  Chrillian  (in 
•whom  the  "  veil  is  done  away,"  who  is  come  into  the 
true  liberty  of  the  Spirit)  "  with  open  face,  behold- 
"  ing  as  in  a  mirror  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  is  changed 
<*  into  the  fame  image." 

Now  mind :  if  man  be  changed  into  the  heavenly 
image,  if  he  partake  of  Chrift's  image,  is  he  not  made 
righteous,  and  become  truly  righteous  therein  ?  Was 
not  the  image  of  the  firft  Adam  holy  and  righteous  ? 
And  is  not  the  image  of  the  fecond  Adam  holy  and 
righteous  alfo  ?  And  are  not  th,ey  that  are  changed 
from  the  image  of  fin  and  Satan,  into  Chrift's  image, 
holy  and  righteous  in  that  image  ?  Are  they  not 
changed  from  unrighteoufnefs  to  righteoufnefs  ?  And 
is  not  this  image,  whereinto  they  are  changed,  and 
wherein  they  are  new  created  by  God,  their  righteouf- 
nefs ?  Whoever  is  ingrafted  into  Chrift,  is  he  not  in- 
grafted into  righteoufnefs  ?  Cut  off  from  unrighteouf- 
nefs, and  ingrafted  into  righteoufnefs  j  even  into  the 
righteous  nature  and  Spirit  of  the  Lamb  ?  And  doth 
he  not  partake  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  Vine  or 
Olive-tree,  into  which  he  is  ingrafted?  And  doth  not 
that  become  his  righteoufnefs  ?  If  the  root  be  holy, 
then  are  alfo  the  branches ;  and  if  the  root  be  right- 
eous, fo  are  alfo  the  branches ;  and  that  is  the  right- 
eoufnefs and  holinefs  of  the  branches,  which  they  have 
from  the  root. 

The  other  fcripture  is  that  of  Eph.  iv.  22,  23,  24. 
which  fpeaks  of  putting  off  the  old  man,  which  is 
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corrupt  according  to  the  deceitful  lufts;  and  of  being 
renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  the  mind,  and  putting  on  the 
new  man,  which  after  God  is  created  in  righteoufnefs 
and  true  holinefs.  Mark  j  here  is  the  new  creation. 
Now  confider  well,  what  is  the  holinefs  and  righteouf- 
nefs of  the  new  creation  ?  Is  not  that  which  is  put  off, 
old,  corrupt,  unholy,  unrighteous  ?  Is  not  that  which 
is  put  on,  new,  holy,  righteous;  even  the  image  be- 
fore fpoken  of,  Chriit  the  heavenly  image,  the  new 
man,  which  is  created  and  formed  in  man  ?  And  then 
God  owneth  fuch  to  be  his  people,  Ifai.  li.   16. 

No  man  can  do  that  which  is  righteous,  but  he  that 
firfb  partakes  of  God's  righteous  nature  and  Spirit. 
The  tree  muft  firft  be  good,  before  the  fruit  can  be  fo. 
A  man  muft  firft  be  renewed  and  made  righteous,  be- 
fore he  can  bring  forth  righteoufnefs.  So  that  he  that 
doth  bring  forth  righteoufnefs,  without  doubt  he  is 
inwardly  renewed,  without  doubt  he  is  inwardly  right- 
eous. Did  the  Gentiles  do  by  nature  the  things  con- 
tained in  the  law  ?  Then,  without  doubt,  they  were 
partakers  of  another  nature  than  the  old  corrupt  na-» 
ture,  which  is  not  fubjeft  to  the  law  of  God,  neither 
indeed  can  be.  "  Little  children,  let  no  man  deceive 
"  you ;  he  that  doth  righteoufnefs,  is  righteous,  even 
"  as  he  is  righteous,"  i  John  iii.  7.  This  is  the  true 
and  weighty  judgment  of  God's  Spirit;  and  he  thac 
judgeth  otherwife  is  deceived,  and  erreth  in  this  par- 
ticular; and  flieweth  that  he  doth  not  yet  know  God's 
righteoufnefs,  and  Chrift's  righteoufnefs,  which  is  one 
and  the  fame.  For,  "  If  ye  know  that  he  is  right- 
"  eous,  ye  know  that  every  one  that  doeth  rightcouf- 
"  nefs  is  born  of  him,"  i  John  ii.  29.  Mark;  the- 
new  birth  precedes  the  doing  of  righteoufnefs;  and. 
the  doing  of  righteoufnefs  is  a  certain  evidence  of  the 
new  birth.  He  that  doth  righteoufnefs  is  born  of 
God ;  this  fruit  can  arife  from  no  other  but  the  pure> 
living,  heavenly  root. 
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*cr'Lr/t  ■;!).■  IX. 

Of  the  Grace  of  the  Gofpel, 

THE  prophets  of  old  prophefied  of  the  fufFerings 
of  Chrift,    and   the  glory  that  ftiould   follow, 
I  Pet.   i.    lo,    II.     Now  what  was  the  glory  which 
Ihould  follow  ?  Was  it  not  the  fetting  up  Chrift's  in- 
ward and  invifible   kingdom    in   the  hearts  of  men  ? 
Was  it  not  God's  abundant  pouring  out  his  Spirit,  and 
filling  velTels  therewith ;  fo  that  the  Spirit  of  grace 
and  of  glory  fliould  reft  upon  believers,  as  it  had  done 
upon  Chrift  ?  Was  it  not  God*s  tabernacling  in   men, 
and  becoming  their  God,  and  making  them  his  peo- 
ple ?  Was  it  not  the  fulfilling  the  precious  promifes 
concerning  the  gofpel-ftate,  whereby  men  fhould  be 
made  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  (of  the  heavenly- 
image)  and  be  changed  from  glory  to  glory,  by  the 
renewing  Spirit  and  power  ?  Was  it  not  to  have  fel- 
lowfhip   with  Chrift,    not  only  in  his  fufferings   and 
death,  but  alfo  in  his  refurredlion  and  kingdom;  where 
the  bread  and  wine  of  the  kingdom  is  eaten  and  drank, 
and  the  feaft  of  fat  things  partaken  of?  Is  it  not  a' 
glorious  ftate  to  be  tranflated  out  of  the  kingdom  of 
darknefs,  into  the  kingdom  of  the  dear  Son  ?  And  to 
dwell  with  Chrift  in  the  kingdom  •,  and  fup  there  with 
him,  and  he  with  them  ?    To  have  fellowfliip    (pure 
fellowlhip,  living  fellowfhip)  with  the  Father  and  the 
Son,  that  the  blefledncfs  and  joy  of  the  foul  in  the  gof- 
pel-ftate may  be  full  ? 

The  law  was  a  miniftration  of  Ihadows;  for  undcf' 
it  were  the  various  and  many  ftiadows  of  the  good 
things  to  come,  which  were  to  be  pofleffed  and  en- 
joyed in  the  days  of  the  gofpel.  In  the  law  there  was 
an  outward  people,  (the  Jews  outward)  an  outward 
covenant,  an  outward  land  of  bleflings,  plenty,  and 
reft  J  an  outward  Sion,  outward  Jerufalem,  outward 
temple,  outward  ark,  outward  table,  outward  laver, 
outward  candlefticks,    outward  lamps,    outward  oil, 
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outward  anointing,  outward  circunncifion  and  facrificcs, 
outward  new  moons  and  fabbaths,  outward  kings, 
outward  priefts,  and  outward  vi6tories  over  outward 
enemies,    &c. 

But  now,  in  the  gofpel,  there  is  the  fubftance  of 
thefe  things  inwardly  revealed,  and  inwardly  polTefTed 
and  enjoyed ;  even  the  Jew  inward,  (the  new  man  of 
the  heart)  an  inward  covenant  of  lite  and  peace,  an 
inward  land  of  bleflednefs,  of  reft;  an  inward  fabbath 
or  day  of  gofpel-reft  (which  the  true  believer  keepeth 
in  the  faith,  not  bearing  any  burden,  kindling  any  fire, 
nor  doing  any  work  of  the  flefli  therein);  an  inward 
Sion,  an  inward  Jerufalem  or  holy  city ;  an  inward 
temple,  (in  which  is  the  Holy  of  Holies)  an  inward 
ark,  in  which  the  law  of  life  is  treafured  up;  inward 
table,  inward  laver,  inward  candleftick,  inward  lamp, 
inward  oil,  inward  anointing,  inward  circumcifion  and 
facrifices,  and  folemn  feafons ;  the  inward  King  of 
glory,  inward  prophet  and  pricft  known,  even  Chrift 
■within,  who  giveth  vidlories  and  dominion  over  the 
inward  enemies,  and  giveth  his  to  partake  of  his  king- 
dom and  priefthood.  Rev.  i.  6.  Yea,  and  (by  his 
Spirit  poured  out  upon  them)  maketh  his  feers  and 
prophets  alfo,  as  it  is  written,  *'  I  will  pour  out  my 
"  Spirit  upon  all  flefli,  and  your  Sons  and  your  daugh- 
"  ters  fliall  prophefy." 

Now,  was  not  this  fulfilled  after  the  fufl^erings  of 
Chrift  in  the  flefli  ?  And  is  it  not  daily  more  and  more 
fulfilled,  as  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  which  are  yet  be- 
hind, are  filled  up  in  his  body  the  church  ?  Did  not 
the  glory  then  fucceed  ?  Was  not  the  gofpel  fpirit  and 
power  then  revealed  and  beftowed  ?  And  did  it  not 
bring  into  the  gofpel-ftate  ?  Were  not  the  precious 
promifes  fulfilled  therein  ?  1  Pet.  i.  5,  6.  Are  they 
not  all  yea  and  amen  in  Chrift  ?  Is  not  the  veil  or  co- 
vering taken  away  in  him  ?  Is  not  the  glory  revealed 
in  him  ?  Is  not  the  Lord  one,  and  his  name  one  in 
him  ?  Is  there  not  glory  then  in  the  higheft,  on  earth 
peace,  and  good-will  among  men,  as  well  as  good- 
will in  God  towards  men  ?  Where  is  then  the  enmity 
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and  wars ;  the  lufts  and  fightings?  Where  is  the  envy 
of  Judah  or  Ephraim,  or  the  vexing  one  another  here  ? 
Are  not  thefe  things  drowned  in   the  love  and  in  the 
peace,  in  the  life  and  in  the  power  which  is  revealed 
in  the  gofpel-ftate.  and  fprings  up  in  the  gofpel-fpirit  ? 
They  know  not  what  fpirit  they  are  of,  who  would 
have  fire  come  down  from  heaven  upon  the  difobedient 
and  gainfayers.     To  be  fure,  they  are  not  of  the  gof- 
pel-fpirit, not  of  Chrift's  Spirit,  who  came  not  to  de- 
ftroy  mens  lives,  but  to  feek  and  fave  that  which  was 
loft,  and  to  overcome  by  the  overflowings  of  his  love 
and  tender  vifits  of  his  life.     And  how  do  his  children 
make  war  in  this  day  ?  Is  it  not  with  innocency,  with 
meeknefs,  with  patience,  with    bowels   of  love,  with 
long-fufFering,  with  truth,  with  righteoufnefs,  like  the 
followers  of  the  Lamb,  like  the  children  of  him  who 
abounds  therein  ?  Indeed  there  is  a  fword  given,  there 
is  a  threfliing  inftrument,  there  are  darts  and  arrows  to 
be  Ihot  into  the  hearts  of  the  King's  enemies,    Pfa. 
xlv.  3,  4,  5.     But  it  is  not  to  deftroy  the  creature,  but 
rather  to  fmite  and  wound  that  fpirit  which  captivates 
it,  that  the  creature  may  witnefs  deliverance  and  free- 
dom therefrom :  though  it  is  true,  that  they  who  join 
with  that  fpirit,    muft   partake  of  its  judgments  and 
plagues,  even  to  deftrudion,  if  they  fo  continue. 

Now  this  glory  is  wrapped  up  in  the  grace  which  is 
miniftered  by  the  gofpel ;  and  where  grace  is  fown,  the 
glory  is  fown  (there  is  a  true  feed  of  the  glory)  ;  and 
where  grace  abounds,  the  glory  abounds.  It  was  faid 
concerning  the  firft  gathering  of  Chriftians  by  the 
apoftles,  that  '*  great  grace  was  upon  them  all,"  Acls 
iv»  33'  ^nd  indeed,  it  was  a  precious  and  glorious 
ftate,  which  they  were  gathered  into  and  brought  forth 
in.  Now  the  grace  is  revealed  again,  the  grace  is 
poured  forth  again,  the  grace  hath  appeared,  teaching 
and  bringing  falvation  again  j  doth  it  not  behove  every 
one  to  know  it  and  partake  of  iti  Not  to  be  content 
with  words  concerning  the  grace,  but  to  know  the 
grace  itfelf,  receiving  it  from  the  hand  of  him  that 
givcth  it,   and  hearing  the  voice,    reproofs,  and  in- 
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ftrudions  of  it  ?  "  Hear,  and  your  fouls  fliall  live.** 
Whom  fhould  they  hear  ?  Are  they  not  to  hear  Chrift, 
the  great  prophet  ?  How  fhall  they  hear  Chrift  ?  Is 
there  any  other  way,  than  by  hearing  his  grace  teach- 
ing them  ?  Than  by  hearkening  to  the  meafure  of  the 
gift  of  grace,  which  is  by  Jefus  Chrift?  "The  law 
**^  was  given  by  Mofes"  (all  his  people,  all  his  chil- 
dren, all  his  family  were  to  come  under  the  law,  to  be 
governed  by  the  law).  '*  Grace  and  truth  comes  by 
"  Jefus  Chrift,"  (all  his  children,  all  his  people,  all 
his  family  are  to  come  under  the  grace,  to  be  governed 
by  the  grace)  who  is  faithful  in  all  his  houfe,  difpenf- 
ing  of  his  grace  and  truth  to  all  his,  as  Mofes  did  of 
the  law  (committed  to  him)  to  all  under  him.  So 
then,  all  that  defire  to  be  truly  Chriftians,  let  them 
wait  to  know  what  the  grace  and  truth  which  Chrift 
giveth  is,  and  to  partake  of  it  and  come  under  it ; 
\jnder  its  teachings,  under  its  influences,  under  its 
protection,  under  its  government,  (by  being  fubjeft  to 
it  J  and  in  every  thing  guided  by  it)  that  they  may 
know  what  that  fcripture  means,  in  the  true  and 
weighty  experience  :  "  Sin  ftiail  not  have  dominion 
'^  over  you,  for  ye  are  not  under  the  law,  but  under 
"  grace,"  Rom.  vi.   14. 


X. 

yf  ^ieftion  anjwered  concerning  real  liolinejs, 

Queft.    \    RE  not  perjons  to  be  really  holy  (really fane- 
^/\_  tified  in  Chrift  Jefus)  who  luoulci  he  received 
hy  the  Lordy  and  enjoy  fellowjhip    with  him  as  Jons  and 
daughterSy  in  the  gofpel  of  his  Son  ? 

/Inf.  Under  the  law,  that  people  of  the  Jews  were 
to  be  feparated  from  the  Heathen,  to  be  outwardly 
circumcifed  and  cleanfed  by  the  water  and  blood  of 
purifying,  (which  fan6tified  to  the  purifying  of  the 
flefti)  and  not  to  touch  any  dead  or  unclean  thing; 
for  any  fuch  thing  polluted  them,  and  thofe  that  were 
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unclean  nnufl:  be  kept  without  the  camp,  as  unfit  fot 
the  holy  communion  with  God  and  his  people,  till 
cleanfed. 

Now  what  did  this  fignify  ?  Did  it  not  ffgnify  that 
pure  and  clean  ftate  inwardly,  which  God  requireth 
under  the  gofpel  ?  Did  it  not  fignify  the  inward  cir- 
cumcifion  of  the  heart  and  fpirit  before  the  Lord,  and 
the  cleanfing  of  the  foul,  mind,  and  body,  before  its 
appearing  to  worlhip  in  the  inward  and  fpiritual  tem- 
ple ?  Hcb.  X.  22.  Is  there  not  a  Jerufalem  under  the 
gofpel,  into  which  no  uncircumcifed  or  unclean  thing 
is  to  enter,  or  appear  before  God  there  ?  Mark  what 
the  apoftle  faith,  Heb.  xii.  "  Ye  are  not  come  to  the 
"  mount  that  might  be  touched,"  to  outward  Mount 
Sinai,  or  Sion,  to  the  appearance  of  God  there  j  but 
ye  are  come  to  the  inward  Sion,  and  to  the  city  of 
the  living  God,  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  and  to  fel- 
lowlhip  with  God  and  Chrift  there,  ver.  i8. — 22. 

Now  what  is  the  way  to  this  holy  fellowlhip  and 
heavenly  communion  ?  Doth  not  God  himfeif  pre- 
fcribe  it  ?  2  Cor.  vi.  16,  17.  "Wherefore  come  out 
*'  from  among  them,  and  be  feparated,"  faith  the 
Lord,  "  and  touch  not  the  unclean  thing,  and  Lwill 
**  receive  you ;  1  will  be  a  Father  unto  you,  and  ye 
'*  fhall  be  my  fons  and  daughters,  faith  the  Lord 
"  Almighty."  For  God  would  have  a  people  repre- 
fentatively  holy  in  the  time  of  the  law,  (yet  not  defti- 
tute  of  inward  holinefs)  and  he  will  have  a  people 
really  holy  in  the  time  of  the  gofpel.  "  He  that  de- 
"  fileth  the  temple  of  God,  him  will  God  deftroy :" 
but  keep  the  temple  pure,  holy,  and  then  the  Holy 
God  will  dwell  and  appear  there,  according  to  his 
promife-,  "  I  will  dwell  in  them,  and  walk  in  them." 
And  this  is  eternally  true,  and  witnefled  by  certain 
experience  among  them  that  know  the  Lord ;  that  if 
any  thing  that  is  unclean  be  touched,  there  is  a  de- 
filement thereby,  and  there  muft  be  a  cleanfing  felt, 
before  an  admittance  into  the  prefence  of  the  Holy 
God,  and  enjoying  fellowfhip  with  him  again. 
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XI. 

Concerning  the  Law  of  Sin  in  the  Flejhly  Mindy  and  the 
Law  of  Life  and  Holincfs  in  the  Renewed  Mind;  and 
whence  each. have  their  Strength. 

WHAT  is  the  law  of  fin?  Who  writes  it  in  the 
mind  ?  And  what  is  it  when  it  is  wric  ?  "  When 
"  luft  hath  conceived,  it  bringcth  forth  fin  :  and  fin 
*'  when  it  is  finifhed,  bringeth  forth  death,"  Jam.  i. 
15.  So  that  the  firft  beginning  of  fin  is  evil  luji  \  and 
the  whole  corruption  that  is  in  the  world,  is  through 
Juft,  2  Pet.  i.  4.  Now  whence  cometh  that  lull  ?  Is 
it  not  begotten  in  the  mind  and  fpirit  by  the  tempter? 
And  what  is  the  law,  both  of  the  lufting,  and  of  the 
fins  committed  through  the  luft?  Is  it  not  the  luftful 
nature,  the  luilful  will,  the  luftful  wifdom,  the  luftful 
defires  and  paffions,  which  the  god  of  this  world  be- 
getteth  in  the  worldly  part  ?  So  on  the  other  hand, 
there  is  an  holy  law  in  the  holy  and  renewed  mind. 
Whence  cometh  that  law  ?  Doth  it  not  come  from 
God  ?  Doth  it  not  come  from  the  Holy  One  ?  Is  it 
not  he  that  blois  out  Satan's  law,  and  then  writes  his 
own  law  in  the  hearts  of  his?  Now,  what  is  his  law  .? 
Is  it  not  of  a  contrary  nature  to  Satan's  law  ?  What 
God  writeth  in  the  hearts  of  his,  teaching  them  holi- 
nefs,  requiring  holinefs,  enlightening  the  mind  unto 
holinefs  j  manifefting  the  good,  perfect,  and  accept- 
able will,  is  not  that  his  law  ?  Under  the  old  covenant 
the  law  was  at  a  diftance,  writ  in  tables  of  ftonej  but 
under  the  new  covenant  the  law  is  nigh,  written  in  the 
heart  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jefus  CJirift. 
For  he  is  King,  the  inward  King,  the  fpiritual  King 
of  his  people,  who  cometh  to  reform,  and  amend  by 
his  covenant,  what  was  amils  under  the  former.  Now, 
becaufe  he  found  under  the  old  covenant,  that  laws 
outwardly  written  would  never  bring  men  into,  and 
keep  mien  in,  fubjcction  to  his  Father  j  therefore  he 
writeth  inwardly  by  his  Spirit  and  power,  and  vifiteth 
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with  the  inward  eternal  day,  even  the  day  of  his  pow- 
er; and  fo  maketh  his  people  willing  to  receive  the 
law  of  his  Spirit  of  life,  which  maketh  "  free  from 
*f  the  law  of  fin  -and  death."  For  this  law  being  in- 
ward and  fpiritual,  and  more  powerful  than  the  other, 
overcomes  the  other  law,  even  the  "  law  of  fin  and 
«  death,"  (though  it  be  inward  and  fpiritual,  and 
inwardly  written  alfo)  and  fetteth  free  from  it  j  Rom. 
vi.   18.  and  viii.   2. 

Now  thefe  laws  have  each  their  flrength  from  him 
that  writes  them.     The  law  of  fin  and  death   hath  its 
ftrength  from   the  god  of  this   world,  the  prince   of 
darknefs,  who  ruleth  in  all  that  are  difobedient  to  the 
Spirit  and  power  of  Chrift.     The  law  of  holinefs,  the 
law  of  life,  the  law  of  faith  in  the  power,  the  law  of 
obedience  to   God's  Holy   spirit,     hath    its   ftrength 
frpm  the  Holy  One,  from  the  Prince  of  life  and  peace ; 
for  Satan  is  near  his  fubje6ls,  and  dwells  in  them,  to 
ad   them,  and  to  make  his  laws  of  fin  and  difobe- 
dience  forcible  in  them.     Every  motion  and  tempta- 
tion to  fin  he  kindles,    and  adds  vigour  to,    that  he 
may  fet  on  flame  the  wicked  fpirits  of  men  after  fin, 
vanity,  pride,  luft,  uncleannefs,  cruelty,  and  all  man- 
ner of  wickednefs,  that  they  may  draw  on  iniquity  as 
with  cart-ropes,  and  drink  it  in  as  the  ox  doth  water. 
(Jam.  iii.  6.)     And  the  Lord  alfo  is  near  to  the  foul  j 
the  King  of  holinefs,  the  King  of  righteoufnefs  and 
peace  is  near,  to  give  ftrength  to  every  holy  defire  in 
the  heart,  and  to  every  motion  of  his  Spirit  towards 
that  which  is  good  and  holy.     Hence  it  is,  that  he 
that  trufts  God's  Spirit,  watching  to,  and  following 
the  movings  and  drawings  thereof,  finds  life  flow  in^ 
virtue  and  ftrength  flow  in,  to  carry  on  efi^edually  in 
that  which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  moves  to.     So  that 
come  but  truly  to  know  a  motion,  to  underftand  the 
drawings  and  leadings  of  God's  Spirit,  ftrength  is  ne- 
ver wanting  to  him  who  giveth   up   in   the  faith  to 
follow  the  Lord  in  that  which  he  moves  and  draws  to. 
And  this  is  the  great  flcill  of  Chriftianity,  to  come  in- 
wardly to  know  the  Lordj;  to  know  the  inward  ap- 
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pcarances  of  the  Shepherd,  his  leadings  out  into  the 
paftures,  where  eternal  life  is  fed  on ;  and  again  into 
the  fold  of  reft,  which  is  no  lefs  than  the  bofom  of 
love,  and  life  eternal.  Now  the  growth  of  the  new 
man,  the  growth  of  the  Chriftian  ftate,  is  in  the  ex- 
ercife  under  the  law  of  life,  under  the  law  of  the  Spi- 
rit. For  the  S[)irit  exercifeth  the  mind  by  his  law, 
and  the  mind  is  to  give  up  to  the  exercife  thereof,  and 
to  wait  upon  the  Lord  in  it  day  and  night;  finding 
itfelf  never  without,  but  ftill  under  the  law  to  Chrift 
in  every  thing.  And  indeed  how  can  a  man  do  any 
thing  aright  without  the  {enfc  and  knowledge  of  the 
law?  How  can  a  man  fight  aright  with  his  fpiritual 
enemies  without  underftanding  the  law  of  fighting? 
For  there  is  a  lawful  fighting,  and  an  unlav/ful  fight- 
ing, againft  the  foul's  enemies.  The  unlawful  figjit- 
ing  is  in  the  felf-will,  wifdom,  and  ftrength,  accord- 
ing to  one's  own  apprehenfions  and  conceivings,  which 
gains  no  real  ground  ;  and  therefore  they  that  fo  fight 
cannot  ovei-come.  The  lawful  fighting  is  in  the  faith^ 
in  the  wifdom  and  guidance  of  the  Lord,  in  his  Spirit 
and  power,  and  this  is  ever  fuccefsful.  So  there  is  a 
lawful  running,  and  an  unlawful  running  the  race, 
which  the  apoftle  plainly  implieth,  when  he  faith, 
"  So  run  that  ye  may  obtain,"  i  Cor.  ix.  24.  So 
likewife  there  is  a  law  of  prayer,  a  law  of  faith,  a  law 
of  love,  a  law  of  new  obedience,  a  law  of  liberty, 
(for  the  liberty  under  the  gofpel  is  not  boundlefs,  but 
bounded  by  the  Spirit)  a  royal  law,  which  the  King 
of  glory  writes,  and  keeps  living  in  the  heart;  by 
which  his  will  is  underilood,  and  the  way  of  life 
known,  which  never  can  be  underftood  by  any  but 
thofe  in  whom  this  law  is  written,  even  the  law  of  the 
new  covenant,  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift 
Jefus. 

Read  and  confider  this  ferioufly :  for  indeed  it  con- 
tains the  very  myitery  of  Chriftianity  and  redemption. 
For  redemption  is  not  by  a  notional  knowledge  of 
Chrift,  (it  is  not  fo  witneffed  by  any)  but  by  receiving 
and  fubjeding  to   the  law  of  his  Spirit,     And  mind 
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and  wait  to  know  and  underftand  whether  this  be  not 
the  law  which  David  fpeaks  of,  when  he  faith,  Pfal. 
xix.  7,  &c.  *'  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfed:,  convert- 
"  ing  the  foul.  The  teftimony  of  the  Lord  is  fure, 
"  making  wife  the  fimple.  The  ftatutes  of  the  Lord 
<«  are  right,  rejoicing  the  hearty  the  commandment 
<*  of  the  Lord  pui'e,  enlightening  the  eyes;  the  fear 
*«  of  the  Lord  clean,  enduring  for  ever ;  the  judg- 
<*  ments  of  the  Lord  truth,  altogether  righteous." 
Certainly  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  is 
all  this,  containing  in  it  the  commandment  which  is 
life  everlafting,  and  the  fure  teftimony,  and  all  the 
holy  ftatutes,  judgments,  and  fear,  which  the  foul 
need  to  learn  ;  and  is  indeed  perfed,  and  able  to  con- 
vert and  inftruft  perfectly  the  converted  foul.  And 
here  the  fcripture  is  fulfilled  under  this  holy  law  of 
the  Spirit  and  power  of  life,  "  They  ftiall  not  teach 
«'  every  man  his  neighbour,  and  every  man  his  bro- 
"  ther,  faying,  Know  the  Lord"  (they  Ihall  not  do 
fo  in  this  covenant,  under  this  miniftration,  which  is 
a  miniftration  not  of  the  letter,  but  of  the  Spirit) ; 
*'  for  they  ftiall  all  know  me,  from  the  leaft  of  them 
"  to  the  greateft  of  them,"  by  the  teachings  of  my 
own  Spirit,  by  my  writing  my  law  in  their  hearts,  by 
my  holy  un6tion,  which  ftiall  teach  my  children,  my 
anointed-ones,  all  that  they  need  to  know,  i  John  ii. 
27.     Jer.  xxxi.  and  Heb.  yiii. 

Come, 'be  not  deceived  about  the  new  covenant; 
but  wait  to  find  the  entrance  thereinto,  and  to  feel  the 
virtue  thereof,  and  to  know  and  receive  the  law  and 
power  thereof,  as  becometh  Chriftians. 
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XII. 

Concerning  God's  gathering  us  Home  to  himfelf,  who  are  a 
People  defpijed  and  reje^ed  of  Men,  and  in  Scorn  by 
them  called  Quakers. 

IT'pleafed  the  Lord,  who  is  rich  in  mercy  and  good- 
nefs,  to  pity  our  wanderings  and  fore  diftrefles,  and 
at  length  to  gather  us  home  to  the  light  and  Spirit  of 
his  Son,  which  was  the  gofpcl-ftandard  in  the  apoftles 
days. 

Now  that  by  which  God  gathered  us  was  the  power 
of  Chrift,  and  the  preaching  of  the  everlafting  gofpel 
by  the  miniflry  which  he  hath  raifed  up  in  thcfe  latter 
days.  For  as  the  Lord  raifed  up  a  miniftry  to  preach 
it  at  firfl,  when  he  had  fome  of  the  Jews  and  many  of 
the  Gentiles  to  gather;  fo  he  hath  raifed  up  a  miniflry 
to  preach  it  again  after  the  apoftafy,  that  he  may 
caufe  the  found  thereof  to  go  through  all  nations. 
And  this  minillry  hath  been  raifed  to  go  forth  in  the 
fame  virtue,  power,  and  Spirit  wherein  the  foregoing 
miniftry  was  fent. 

God  promifed  of  old,  that  he  would  feek  after, 
fearch  out,  and  gather  home,  his  fcattered  fheep  him- 
felf,  and  become  their  Shepherd,  Ezek.  xxxiv.  Now 
this  was  fulfilled  in  a  great  meafure  in  the  days  of 
Chrift  and  his  apoftles,  when  Chrift  came  himfelf,  and 
alfo  fent  his  apoftles  after  him,  to  feek  and  gather 
the  loft  Iheep  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael ;  and  not  only 
fo,  but  alfo  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  all  nations,  that  he 
might  be  God's  falvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth, 
gathering  and  faving  loft  and  fcattered  fouls  out  of 
every  quarter  and  corner  thereof. 

But  afterwards  (after  the  fpreading  of  the  gofpel, 
and  Chrift's  gathering  of  many  thereby)  there  was  a 
great  apoftafy,  and  fcattering  from  this  holy  ftandard 
of  life  and  falvation,  and  darknefs  overfpread  the  na- 
tions again,  and  an  antichriftian  reign  and  kingdom 
got  up,  under  a  form  and  forms  of  godlincfs,  without 
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the  life  and  power;  in  which  forms  people  generally 
have  been  fcattered  frona  the  life  and  power,  which  in- 
deed is  the  gofpel. 

Now,  in  this  cloudy  and  dark  time,  great  hath  been 
the  lofs  and  diftrefs  of  the  poor  hungry  (lieep  j  their 
fhepherds  and  watchmen  not  being  able  to  preach  the 
gofpel  diftinftly  to  them,  and  dired  their  minds  to  the 
Spirit  and  power  which  faves :  therefore  God,  in  pity 
to  this  fad  and  loft  condition  of  his  fheep,  fends  his 
angel  to  preach  his  everlafting  gofpel  to  "  them  that 
**  that  dwell  on  the  earth  j  to  every  nation,  kindred, 
<«  tongue,  and  people,"   Rev.  xiv.  6. 

Now  as  the  former  publilhing  of  the  gofpel  began 
at  the  fcattered  Jews,  who  were  God's  people  under 
the  law  J  fo  this  begins  at  the  fcattered  Chriftians, 
who  had  fome  true  defires,  and  had  been  feeking  after 
the  Lord,  (from  mountain  to  hill,  and  hill  to  moun- 
tain) but  could  by  no  means  find  him  ;  nor  by  any  of 
the  watchmen  hear  any  certain  news  of  their  fouls  be- 
loved. But  the  Lord,  in  his  tender  love  and  rich 
mercy,  in  the  appointed  time,  fends  forth  the  Shep- 
herd of  Ifrael  to  feek  and  find  them  out.  And, 
blefled  be  the  Lord,  he  fought  them  efi^edtually,  and 
hath  found  out  many,  and  perfuaded  them  to  follow 
him ;  and  hath  brought  their  weary  fouls  home  to  their 
proper  refting-place,  where  they  dwell  under  the  care 
of  the  Shepherd  and  Bilhop  of  their  fouls. 

But  if  any  Ihall  yet  further  enquire.  How,  and  by 
whom,  the  gofpel  was  preached  unto  us?  My  anfwer  is. 
By  the  Shepherd  himfelf.  God  himfelf  gave  forth  the 
found,  and  great  hath  been  the  company  of  them  that 
publifhed  it  j  and  our  ears  and  hearts  were  opened  by 
the  Lord  to  hear  the  found,  and  know  the  Shep- 
herd's voice. 

And  mind  my  words  (which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
is  now  uttering  forth  through  me  j  for  they  are  words 
of  truth,  and  certain  underftanding)  :  they  that  do  not 
hear  and  own  the  found  thereof  now,  (from  this  mi- 
niftry  which  the  Lord  hath  now  chofen,  and  fent  forth) 
would  not  have  heard  nor  owned  the  found  thereof  in 
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Chrift's  and  his  apoftles  days,  had  they  lived  therein  ; 
but  have  reproached  and  oppofed  them,  had  they  lived 
then  in  thofe  days,  as  they  do  now  in  thefe  days.  For 
of  a  truth  it  is  the  voice  and  found  of  one  and  the 
fame  Spirit  and  wifdom ;  and  they  that  do  defpife  the 
one,  would  have  defpifed  the  other,  had  they  lived  in 
the  day  of  the  appearance  and  manifeflacion  thereof. 

And  then,  for  the  manner  of  its  preaching,  it  was 
juft  fuch  as  is  defcribed,  ver.  7.  of  Rev,  xiv.  For 
we  are  commanded  to  *'  fear  God,  and  give  glory  to 
"  him,  becaufe  the  hour  of  his  judgrnxnt "  (the  great 
and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord)  "  was  come  j"  and 
therefore  to  leave  off  all  falfe  ways  and  worlliips,  and 
learn  to  worfliip  the  living  God,  the  Creator  of  all, 
in  Spirit  and  in  truth.  And  truly  it  was  a  terrible  day 
to  the  man  of  fin  in  us ;  for  the  judgments  of  God 
were  revealed  againft  him,  and  we  in'  fear  lay  under 
the  iudgm.ent,  that  we  might  learn  righteoufnefs,  and 
witnefs  the  redemption  of  Sion  thereby. 

Now  being  thus  turned  to  that  light,  and  Spirit, 
and  power,  which  judgeth,  it  wrought  effedtuaily  in 
us  againft  the  darknefs  and  power  of  Satan ;  fearching, 
trying,  manifefting,  judging  the  fecrers  of  our  hearts 
daily.  It  tried  all  our  knowledge,  all  our  faith,  all 
our  defires,  all  our  thoughts,  words,  ways,  and  wor- 
fhips  ;  fo  that  all  things  were  naked  and  open  before 
him  with  whom  we  had  to  do  j  and  what  had  gone  be- 
fore, as  glorious  and  taking  in  our  eyes,  was  now  ma- 
nifefted  to  be  loathfome  and  abominable  in  the  fight 
of  God.  For  indeed  the  axe  was  laid  to  the  root  of 
the  tree,  and  every  plant  wiiich  the  heavenly  Father 
had  not  planted  was  he  now  plucking  up,  that  they 
might  no  longer  cumber  the  ground  ;  but  he  might 
have  room  for  his  own  feeds  and  plants  of  holinefs 
and  righteoufnefs,  which  he  was  ready  to  fow  in  his 
own  garden. 

And  fo  at  length  we  came  to  witnefs  (abiding  the 
trial  of  this  dreadful  day,  wherein  our  God  appeared 
to  us  as  a  confuming  fire)  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth  inwardly  5  and  no  more  fea  of  wickednefs,  no 
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more  fea  of  Inward  trouble  i  but  righteoufners,  peace, 
and  joy  inwardly  j  and  our  God  becoming  a  rich  por-  ^ 
tion  to  us,  watching  over  us  in  moil  tender  care  and  ^ 
love,    and  delighting  in  us  to  do  us  good,  making ' 
known  to  us  the  riches  of  the  gofpel,  even  the  feaft 
of  fat  things ;  and  giving  us  to  partake  of  the  well 
or  fountain  of  living  waters  in  our  own  hearts,  which 
fprings  up  frefbly  in  us  daily  unto  life  eternal.     So 
that  we  were  not  only  invited  to  the  waters,  but  taught 
alfo  to  come  thereto :   and  when  we  came,  we  were 
not  fent  away  empty,  but  had  the  water  of  life  given 
us;    which  became  fuch   a  well,    as  out  of   it   flow 
ftrearas  of  living  water.     Ah  !  blefled  be  the  Lord ! 
Did  we  ever  think,  in  our  dry,  dead,  barren  eftate, 
to  have  feen  fuch  a  day  as  this  ? 

And  all  this  we  met  with  in  the  way  of  felf-denial, 
and  taking  up  the  crofs  •,  in  denying  our  own  wifdom, 
our  own  knowledge,  our  own  faith,  our  own  righte- 
oufnefs,  and  all  that  we  could  call  our  own  j  and 
owning  a  little  feed  of  light  and  life  eternal,  even  the 
feed  of  the  everlafting  kingdom,  -which  the  Shepherd 
of  Ifrael  difcovered  to  us,  and  helped  us  to  fearch  after, 
and  taught  us  how  to  find  j  which  was  indeed  in  a  way 
very  defpifeable,  even  to  the  eye  of  our 'own  wifdom. 
For  thus  it  was :  •  .  ' 

We  had  been  long  looking  out  abroad,  fearching 
very  diligently  the  fcriptures,  and  other  ferious  books, 
for  great,  full,  certain,  and  undoubted  wifdom  and 
knowledge  j  but  now  we  were  direfled  to  turn  inwards 
(even  thither  where  we  thought  no  good  was  to  be  found) 
to  mind  the  appearance  of  God  there,  the  Spirit  of 
God  teftifying  to  us  (according  to  the  fcriptures  of 
truth)  that  the  kingdom  was  within  j  and  there  we 
were  direfted  to  fearch  for  the  lead  of  all  feeds,  and 
to  mind  the  lowed  appearance  thereof,  which  was  its 
turning  againft  fin  and  darknefs  j  and  fo  by  minding 
and  obferving  that  in  us  which  turned  againft  fin  and 
darknefs,  we  came  by  degrees  to  find  we  had  met  with 
the  pure,  living,  eternal  Spirit ;  and  by  obferving  the 
movings,  ftirrings,  guidings,  direiftions,  and  law  there- 
of. 
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of,  we  found,  ere  we  were  aware,  that  we  had  met 
with  the  law  of  the  new  covenant,  the  llw  of  the  Spirit 
of  life,  which  had  life  and  virtue  in  it,  to  enable  us 
to  do  the  holy  will  ;  and  then  our  hearts  rejoiced, 
being  made  truly  fenfible  that  we  had  found  that  which 
we  had  mourned  after,  and  longed  for  all  our  days. 
And  then  we  began  to  fee  our  way  more  clearly,  and 
to  wait  on  our  God  for  his  teachings,  and  to  follow 
the  Lamb,  our  leader,  with  joy  and  comfort.  For 
indeed  this  experience  greatly  fettled  our  fpirits  ; 
knowing  aiTuredly,  that  as  none  but  Chrift  could  do 
thofe  works  outwardly  which  he  did  in  the  days  of  his 
fiefh  ;  fo  none  beneath  his  Spirit  could  do  thefe  works 
inwardly,  enlighten  inwardly,  enliven  inwardly,  bind 
up  and  heal  inwardly,  open  the  inward  eye,  the  in- 
ward ear,  the  clofed  heart,  and  loofen  the  dumb 
tongue,  fo  as  the  touch  of  his  power,  and  virtue  of 
his  life  and  holy  prcfence  among  us,  hath  done  very 
frequently  and  livingly. 

And  now  is  this  teftimony  nothing  to  you,  O  ye 
profeffors,  that  we  have  found  him  by  God's  holy 
guidance  (or  rather  have  been  found  by  him)  whom 
we  could  never  find  in  your  ways  and  gatherings  ?  But 
ftill  that  which  God  hath  quickened  in  us  was  there 
unfatisfied,  weary,  panting,  and  gafping,  for  want  of, 
and  after,  the  breath  of  life. 

Oh  !  come  and  fee  if  this  be  not  he  indeed!  Wait 
to  feel  the  clofing  of  that  eye  which  cannot  fee  (which 
God  harh  ordained  ihall  never  fee),  and  for  his  open- 
ing the  eye  which  is*  as  yet  blind  in  you  (to  which  he 
giveth  the  true  fight),  that  ye  perifh  not  from  the  way 
of  life,  through  millakes  and  deceits  from  the  mills 
of  darknefs,  which  are  yet  over  all  who  have  not  (et^n. 
the  light  of  God's  day.  To  the  law  and  to  the  tefti- 
mony (to  the  inward  law,  and  inward  teftimony,  if 
ye  be  inward  Jews  ;  for  the  law  inwardly  written  is 
light,  even  the  light  of  the  living,  and  the  teftimony 
of  Jefus  is  the  Spirit  of  prophecy)  ;  for  he  that  know- 
cth   not   thefe,    nor   walketh   according  to   thefe,  nor 
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fpeaketh  according  to  this  Word,  it  is  becaufe  there  is 
as  yet  no  morning  in  him. 

Oh!  come  to  the  morning  light  of  the  everlafting 
day !  Come  to  the  Son's  light,  to  the  Son's  Spirit  ! 
Wait  for  the  dawning  of  the  day  of  righteoufnefs, 
love,  and  peace,  and  for  the  arifing  of  the  day-ftar. 
Come,  die  to  your  own  wisdom  (it  was  the  word 
livingly  fpoken  to  me,  and  entered  my  foul  when  it 
was  fpoken  j  never  departing  from  me,  though  I  was 
long  in  learning  it),  and  know  what  it  is  to  fuffer  with 
Chrill,  that  ye  may  alfo  reign  with  him. 

Ah  !  if  that  candle  were  lighted  in  you,  which  yC 
fo  much  reproach  and  defpife  the  light  of,  ye  might 
fee,  that  inftead  of  fuffering  with  Chrift,  that  which  is 
of  Chrift  in  you  (the  pure  light,  the  pure  life  of  his 
Spirit)  fuffers  by  you,  and  .the  worldly  fpirit  lives 
(fhall  I  add,  and  reigns)  in  you,  under  all  your  pro- 
feflions,  knowledge,  faith,  worlhips,  duties,  ordinances, 
as  ye  call  them,  who  want  the  knowledge  of  the  ever- 
lafting ordinance,  even  of  the  Spirit  and  power  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  j  which  is  the  great  ordinance  and 
way  of  the  gofpel  1  And  he  that  is  fubjed  to  this  ordi- 
nance fhall  be  favcd  ;  but  he  that  milTeth  of  this  fhall 
perifh  ;  let  him  fearch  the  fcriptures,  and  praflife 
according  to  what  he  apprehends  therefrom,  as  exa6tly 
as  he  can,  without  this  Spirit  and  power. 


XIII. 

A  few  fVords  concerning  the  Worjhip  which  our  God  hath 

taught  us. 

OU  R  worfhip  is  a  deep  exercife  of  our  fpirita 
before  the  Lord,  which  doth  not  confift  in  art 
exercifing  the  natural  part  or  natural  mind,  either  to 
hear  or  fpeak  words,  or  in  praying  according  to  what 
we,  of  ourfelves,  can  apprehend  or  comprehend  con- 
cerning our  needs  j  but  we  wait,  in  filence  of  the 
flefhly  part,  to  hear  with  the  new  ear,  what  God  fhall 

pleafe 
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pleafe  to  fpeak  inwardly  in  our  own  hearts,  or  out- 
wardly through  others,  who  fpeak  with  the  new  tongue, 
which  he  unloofeth,  and  teac'heth  to  fpeak ;  and  we 
pray  in  the  Spirit,  and  with  the  new  underftanding, 
as  God  pleafeth  to  quicken,  draw  forth,  and  open  our 
hearts  towards  himfelf. 

Thus  our  minds  being  gathered  into  the  meafure, 
or  gift  of  grace,  which  is  by  Jefus  Chrift  ;  here  we 
appear  before  our  God,  and  here  our  God,  and  his 
Chrift,  is  witnefTed  in  the  midft  of  us. 

This  is  that  gathering  in  the  name,  which  the  pro- 
mife  is  to,  where  we  meet  together,  waiting  with  one 
confent  on  the  Father  of  life,  bowing  and  confefTing 
to  him  in  the  name  of  his  Son  ;  and  that  fleflily  part, 
that  flcflily  underftanding,  that  fleftily  wifdom,  that 
flefhly  will,  which  will  not  bow,  is  chained  down, 
and  kept  under  by  the  power  of  life,  which  God 
ftretcheth  forth  over  it,  and  fubdueth  it  by.  So  then, 
there  is  the  fweet  communion  enjoyed,  the  fweet  love 
flowing,  the  fweet  peace  of  fpirit  reaped,  which  the 
Father  breathes  upon,  and  gives  to  his  children  j  the 
fweet  joy  and  refrefhment  in  the  Lord  our  righteouf- 
nefs,  who  caufeth  the  righteoufnefs  to  drop  down 
from  heaven,  and  truth  to  fpring  up  out  of  the  earth* 
And  fo  our  Fatlier  is  felt  blefling  us,  blelTing  our 
land,  blefling  our  habitations,  delighting  in  us,  and 
over  us  to  do  us  good  ;  and  our  land  yields  its  increafe 
to  the  Lord  of  life,  who  hath  redeemed  it,  and  planted 
the  precious  plants  and  feeds  of  life  in  it. 
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No  W  this  ought  to  be  the  great  care  of  every 
renewed  mind,  even  to  keep  out  that  which  is 
unclean.  The  enemy  will  be  alfaulting,  tempting, 
calling  into  the  mind  that  which  is  unclean  j  but  the 
pure,  chafte  mind  will  not  entertain  or  touch  it,  but 
withdraw  and  retire  from  it  into  the  place  of  fafety, 
into  the  ftrong  tower  of  defence,  from  all  the  affaults 
and  annoyances  of  the  enemy.  Such  the  Lord  re- 
ceiveth,  fuch  the  Lord  delighteth  in  as  his  dear  chil- 
dren, and  in  every  refpeft  carrieth  himfelf  as  a  Father 
to;  and  this  is  a  precious  ftate  truly  to  enjoy. 

Now,  blefTed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  revealed  and 
beftowed  on  his  fons  and  daughters,  in  thefe  latter 
days,  that  light  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  which  fearcheth 
the  moft  inward  parts,  difcovering  every  thing  that  is 
of  a  contrary  nature  to  itfelf,  turning  and  feparating- 
the  mind  therefrom,  and  bringing  the  mind,  heart, 
foul,  and  fpirit  under  that,  which  is  a  crofs  and  yoke 
to  it,  and  hath  power  from  God  to  crucify  and  fubdue 
it ;  that  fo  life  and  immortality  may  be  brought  to 
light,  and  reign  in  the  heart ;  and  death  and  unclean- 
nefs  be  fwallowed  up  in  vidory.  For  this  is  the  in- 
tent of  the  gofpel,  and  of  Chrift's  appearance,  even 
to  deftroy  fin,  and  bring  up  the  holy  feed,  and  efta- 
blifh  the  law  of  the  new  covenant,  the  law  of  love, 
the  law  of  life,  righteoufnefs,  and  holinefs,  in  which 
the  renewed  Ihould  walk  before  the  Lord  all  their 
days. 

And  God  forbid,  but  that  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  (which  is  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation), 
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Ihoiild  attain  its  end,  and  the  will  of  God  be  fulfilled  j 
which  is  the  fan6tification  of  his  people  in  foul,  body, 
and  fpirit ;  that  they  may  be  wholly  leavened  with  the 
leaven  of  his  kingdom,  and  become  a  new  lump  to 
him. 

The  Lord  bring  this  to  pafs  in  the  hearts  of  the 
children  of  men,  bringing  down  all  religions  which 
have  not  the  true  virtue  in  them ;  and  propagate  and 
eftablifli  the  religion  more  and  more,  which  flands  in 
the  evidence,  demonftration,  virtue,  and  power  of  his 
own  Spirit ;  that  men  may  be  redeemed  out  of,  and 
preferved  from,  deceit,  in  matters  of  religion,  wherein 
the  eternal  condition  of  their  fouls  is  fo  deeply  con- 
cerned !  Amen. 
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QUESTION  ANSWERED 

CONCERNING 

Reading  the  SCRIPTURES  aright, 

(QUESTION. 

How  may  a  Man  knQw,  whether  he  readeth  the 
Scriptures  to  his  Advantage  and  Benefit  ?  Or 
whether  he  readeth  them  to  his  Difadvantage 

.    or  Hurt  ? 


THAT  the  holy  fcriptures,  written  by  men  in- 
fpired  by  God's  Spirit,  were  of  great  ule  and 
benefit  to  thofe  to  whom  they  were  written  (they 
rightly  underflanding  them,  and  becoming  fubjedt  to 
the  voice  of  God's  Spirit  in  thofe  that  wrote  or  fpoke 
them)  is  an  undeniable  truth. 

And  that  they  were  not  only  written  for  them,  but 
for  others  alfo,  in  future  ages,  who  alfo  may  reap 
.benefit  in  the  reading  of  them ;  this  is  as  manifeft. 

Yet  that  men  may  fo  read  them,  as  not  to  under- 
ftand  them  aright,  but  mifapply  them  to  their  own 
hurt  J  that  is  true  alfo,  and  hath  been  often,  and  i^ 
(lill  evidenced  by  lamentable  experience. 

The  Jews,  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  heard  and  read 
the  law  and  prophets  to  their  hurts  fome  in  a  fpirit 

Qf 


A  Question  answered,  &c.  327 

of  diredl  oppoficion  to  the  truths  and  will  of  God, 
held  out  by  the  prophets  j  others  in  a  fpirit  of  mif- 
underftanding. 

Thus  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees,  in  Chrifl's  time,  fo 
read  the  words  of  Mofes  and  the  prophets  (who  tefti- 
fied  concerning  the  Son,  and  his  coming,  as  that 
thereby  they  became  ftrong,  wife,  and  confident,  in 
oppofing  him  when  he  came.  They  thought  they 
could  prove  by  fcriptures,  that  this  was  not,  could  not 
be  He :  he  was  to  be  a  glorious  King,  and  to  reftore 
Ifrael.  This  was  a  mean  man,  a  carpenter's  fon  ;  and 
fo  taught,  and  fo  behaved  himfelf,  that  if  men  believed 
in  him,  the  Romans  would  thereby  be  provoked  to  dejlroy 
their  place  and  nation.  He  was  an  eater,  a  drinker,  a 
friend  of  publicans  and  finners,  a  frequent  breaker  of 
the  fabbath,  a  Galilean,  &c.  "  And  Ihall  Chrift  come 
**  out  of  Galilee  ?  Search  and  look  ;  for  out  of  Galilee 
*'  arifeth  no  prophet,"  John  vii.  52.  As  if  they  had 
faid,  can  this  be  the  Mefllah,  of  whom  the  fcriptures 
have  fo  abundantly  prophefied,  who  cometh  out  of 
Galilee,  out  of  which  the  fcriptures  have  not  prophe- 
fied of  fo  much  as  any  prophet  to  arife  ?  Thus  they 
read  the  fcriptures  to  their  hurt. 

And  fo  afterwards,  in  the  apoilles  days,  men  wrefted 
the  words  of  the  apoftles,  as  they  did  alfo  the  other 
fcriptures,  to  their  own  deftruftion. 

And  fince,  in  the  apoftafy  from  the  apoftles  fpirit, 
life,  and  do6lrine,  and  the  coining  up  of  many  fe6ts, 
heads,  and  horns  ;  which  of  them  have  not  fo  read 
the  fcriptures,  as  to  confirm  themfelves  even  in  thofe 
very  doctrines  and  practices,  which  are  direflly  con- 
trary to  the  doctrines,  pradices,  and  fpirit  of  the 
apoftles  ? 

Yea,  fince  God's  breaking  the  darknefs  of  the  night, 
and  caufing  the  light  of  his  day  again  to  arife,  how 
do  men  read  and  underfcand  fcriptures  ?  Even  fo  as  to 
oppofe  this  light,  life,  fpirit,  and  power,  now  it  is 
again  made  manifeft ;  thinking  and  judging  its  ap- 
pearance now  (according  to  their  underftanding  of, 
apd  apprehenfions  on  the  fcriptures)  to  be  as  contrary 
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to  its  appearance  in  the  apoftles  days,  as  the  Scribes 
and  Pharifees  judged  Chrift's  appearance  in  their  days, 
to  be  different  from,  and  contrary  to,  what  the  pro- 
phets had  prophefied  concerning  the  MefTiah. 

Therefore  it  is  a  matter  of  very  great  weight,  for  a 
man  to  know  when  he  reads  the  fcriptures  aright,  that 
his  table  (whereon  he  feeds,  and  by  which  food  he 
hopes  to  live  to  God,  and  be  accepted  with  him)  be- 
come not  his  fnare,  and  fet  him  further  off  from  God. 
For  it  is  as  true  in  this  day,  as  it  was  in  Chrift's  day  j 
that  publicans  and  harlots  are  nearer  the  kingdom, 
than  thofe  who  are  in  the  fpirit,  wifdom,  and  righte- 
oufnefs  of'  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees  ;  who  have  a 
knowledge,  a  belief,  an  hope,  a  zeal,  &c.  from  a  mif- 
underftanding  of  the  fcriptures  ;  for  this  is  wrong  in 
a  myftery  of  deceit,  which  is  worfe  in  its  nature,  and 
more  dangerous  to  the  perfon  in  whom  it  is,  and  to 
the  fouls  of  others,  than  the  deceit  which  is  openly 
manifeft. 

Well  then  •,  Is  it  not  worth  the  diligent  enquiry, 
and  waiting  upon  God  to  know,  IVhat  is  the  right 
reading  of  the  fcriptures  -,  and  whether  a  man  fo  read 
,  themy  as  is  to  the  benefit  and  profit  of  his  foul,  or  to  his 
lofs  and  detriment  ?  To  come  then  to  the  Anfwer,  which 
is  as  foUoweth. 

Jnf.  He  that  reads  the  fcriptures  in  a  true  meafure 
of  life  received  from  God,  he  reads  them  aright ;  and 
whenever  he  fo  readeth,  it  is  to  his  benefit.  He  that 
readeth  out  of  that,  readeth  to  his  hurt;  that  being 
then  up  in  him,  which  mifunderftands,  mifapplies, 
and  grows  conceited,  wife,  and  confident,  according 
to  the  flefh  j  and  fo  he  is  thereby  liable  to,  and  in 
great  danger  of,  fetting  up  his  interpretations,  inftead 
of  the  meaning  of  God's  Spirit  j  and  of  condemning 
that  which  doth  not  affent  and  agree  therewith,  though 
it  be  ever  fo  neceffary  and  precious  a  truth  of  God, 
and  ever  fo  fully  demonftrated  by  his  Spirit,  to  thofe 
who  are  in  the  true  faith  and  undcrftanding. 

The  true  birth  is  meek,  tender,  gentle,  fearing 
before  the  Lord,  waiting  upon  him,  often  crying  to 

him. 
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him,  that  it  may  not  be  deceived,  that  a  wrong  thing 
set  not  up  in  it  j  that  it  receive  not  any  thing  for 
Truth,  but  what  he  knoweth  to  be  truth  j  and  when 
the  Lord  pleafeth  to  give  the  true  knowledge,  that  it 
hold  that  knowledge  of  his  truth  in  righteoufnefs,  in 
his  life,  in  his  will,  in  his  wifdom,  &c.  But  the 
wrong  birth  is  not  fo,  nor  is  its  courfe  thus  j  but  that 
is  fubtil  in  fearching  and  forming  of  things,  and  hold- 
ing them  in  the  fubtilty,  and  drawing  the  wrong  part 
in  others  to  own  and  acknowledge  that,  which  it  re- 
prefents  and  holds  forth  as  truth. 

There  is  a  wifdom  in  man,  which  is  againft  God  ; 
which  wifdom  oppofeth  the  wifdom  of  God  two  ways ; 
either  in  a  direct,  oppofite  way,  or  in  a  fecrcr,  fubtil, 
undermining  way.  Now  no  man  can  come  to  God, 
or  truly  underftand  or  receive  the  things  of  God,  but 
as  this  wifdom  comes  to  be  confounded  and  deftroyed 
in  him,  by  the  light  and  power  of  God.  All  its 
ftrong  holds,  all  its  fubtil  imaginations,  all  its  reafon-r 
ings  and  confultings  muft  be  dafhed,  and  brought  to 
nought,  before  the  truth  of  God  can  have  full  place 
and  power  in  the  heart.  Now  in  the  true  difcovery  of 
this  wifdom  to  man,  and  in  his  denial  of  it,  watching 
againft  it,  and  turning  to  the  other  ;  he  may  wait 
upon  God  aright,  receive  the  knowledge  of  the  hea- 
venly myfteries  aright,  read  the  fcriptures  aright, 
come  to  the  true  fenfe,  underftanding,  and  experience 
of  them ;  but  at  any  time,  fo  far  as  he  is  out  of  this, 
he  is  liable  to  the  fnare,  to  the  mifunderftanding  of 
fcriptures,  and  to  the  flefhly  confidence  that  arifeth 
thereupon.  So  that,  having  taken  up  a  mifunder- 
ftanding of  a  fcripture,  or  fome  fcriptures  ;  he  will 
even  boldly  venture  to  fpeak  evil  of  the  heavenly  and 
fpiritual  dignities,  which  are  of  God,  and  the  holy 
truths  which  are  held  forth  by  his  holy  minifters ; 
againft  the  prophets  in  their  day,  againft  Chrift  and 
his  apoftles  in  their  day,  againft  the  witnefles  in  the 
tim.es  of  the  apoftafy,  and  againft  the  angel  (learn 
who  that  is)  that  is  to  preach  the  everlafting  gofpel 
■again,  after  the  apoftafy.    Ah  !  how  doth  this  wifdom 
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deftroy  and  entangle  j  and  how  hath  it  deflroyed  and 
entangled  many  at  this  day,  who  think  they  are  greatly 
for  God  in  thofe  things  and  pradices,  wherein  they  are 
diredly  againft  him  j  and  that  they  only  oppofe  error, 
and  a  wrong  fpirit,  when  they  are  oppofing  his  truth 
and  his  Holy  Spirit !  And  it  is  impoflible  it  fhoujd  be 
otherwife,  while  they  judge  and  a6l  from  that  which  is 
wrong,  and  in  that  which  is  wrong.     Now  mark  : 

The  Spirit,  the  truth,  the  life,  the  fubftance,  is 
God's  for  ever;  the- unclean  fpirit  cannot  enter  into  it, 
the  unclean  womb  cannot  conceive  of  it,  nor  bring  it 
forth  i  but  the  letter,  the  Ihell,  the  outward  figure, 
the  outward  relations  and  defcriptions  of  things ;  the 
other  fpirit,  wifdom,  and  nature  in  man  may  read, 
guefs  at,  transform,  receive,  believe  and  build  up  with 
according  to  the  flefh.  And  here  is  the  foundation 
and  rife  of  antichrift  and  Babylon,  among  them  who 
raife  up  a  building,  a  knowledge,  a  faith,  an  hope,  a 
church,  a  worfhip,  duties,  ordinances,  juftification, 
fandlification,  &c.  in  imitation  of  Sion.  But  they  are 
not  the  thing  itfelf,  but  falfe  reprefentations  of  the 
thing  ;  either  fuch  as  were  invented  by  man,  or  fuch 
as  were  once  appointed,  and  made  ufe  of  by  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord.  For  there  is  little  difference  between 
inventing  a  new  thing,  and  making  ufe  of  an  old 
thing,  which  once  was  of  God,  but  is  now  underftood, 
obferved,  and  pradlifed  out  of  the  {cnkj  light,  and 
guidance  of  his  fpirit,  in  another  fpirit,  and  according 
to  another  wifdom.  Now  this  is  not  the  right  way  of 
reformation,  to  wit,  to  return  to  outward  (literal) 
things,  which  were  prad:ifed  by  the  Jews  in  tlieir  day, 
or  by  the  former  Chriftians  in  their  day  -,  but  to  return 
to  the  Spirit  that  they  were  in,  and  to  feel  (in  the  true 
Ufe  and  leadings  thereof)  what  it  teacheth  and  re- 
quireth  to  be  obferved  and  pradlifed  now.  For  there 
are  things,  ^hofe  value  is  not  in  thcmfelves,  but  in 
God's  requiring  of  them  ;  which  the  wrong  fpirit  may 
get  into,  and  the  Lord  may  draw  his  people  out  of 
them  (as  he  did  out  of  the  outward  court,  into  the 
inward  building  or  temple,  by  his  light  and  Spirit 
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within,  when  he  gave  the  outward  court  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, Rev.  xi.  I.  8.)  And  he  that  is  found  in  thofe 
things,  after  God  hath  given  them  to  the  Gentiles, 
and  drawn  his  people  out  of  them,  is  not  therein 
owned  or  accepted  of  God,  though  God  may  bear  with 
him  in  the  time  of  his  ignorance  i  yet  if  he  abide  in 
them  after  the  rifing  of  light,  and  its  teftimony,  the 
Lord  will  not  fo  bear  with  him  ;  but  will  condemn 
him,  and  deal  with  him  as  a  tranfgreffor  of  that  cove- 
nant, wherein  life  and  peace  with  him  is  witnefied. 

Therefore,  in  all  things  that  concern  God,  whether 
in  reading  the  fcriptures,  praying,  or  obferving  any- 
thing ye  call  duties  and  ordinances,  oh  !  that  ye  would 
approve  yourfelves  Chriftians  indeed,  waiting  to  know 
your  guide  and  leader,  and  the  true  limits  which  are 
fet  by  God  ;  that  ye  may  fcrv^e  him  in  the  true  faith. 
Spirit,  and  undcrftanding,  even  in  that  which  God 
knowethto  be  fo,  and  not  in  that  which  ye  may  falfly 
account  fo  !  For  mark  ;  if  ye  be  Chriftians,  are  ye  not 
in  Chrift,  and  is  not  Chrift  in  you  ?  i^nd  are  ye  not  to 
feel  his  life,  and  the  guidance  of  his  Spirit,  fo  as  ye 
may  live  in  the  Spirit,  and  walk  in  the  Spirit,  read  in 
the  Spirit,  pray  always  in  the  Spirit,  believe  in  the 
Spirit,  worlliip  in  the  Spirit,  and  in  the  holy  undcr- 
ftanding of  his  truth,  which  is  of  him  ? 

He  that  would  be  right  in  religion,  muft:  have  a 
right  beginning.  Plow  is  that  ?  He  mufl  begin  in  the 
Spirit  :  his  knowledge,  his  faith,  his  hope,  his  peace, 
his  joy,  his  righteoufnefs,  his  holinefs,  his  worfhip,  dzc. 
muft  begin  there.  He  muft  come  out  of  his  own 
fpirit,  his  own  wifdom,  the  counfels  and  thoughts  of 
his  own  heart  ;  and  wait  on  him,  who  beginneth  the 
work  of  regeneration  and  life  in  the  heart. 

And  he  muft  afterwards  diligently  watch  againft  that 
fpirit  and  wifdom,  from  which  the  Lord  hath  led  him, 
that  it  at  no  time  again  enter  him  ;  for  it  will  be 
ftriving  to  lead  him  out  of  the  way,  with  likenefTes, 
and  falfe  images  of  things,  with  knowledge  falfly  fo 
called,  with  a  faith  which  is  not  truly  of  God,  nor  of 
the  fame  nature  with  that  which  he  firft  felt  -,    with 

falfc 
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falfe  hopes,  falfe  fears,  falfe  joys,  a  falfe  righteoufnefs 
and  holinefs,  which  are  not  Chriil's,  nor  according  to 
the  fcriptures  j  but  only  I'uch  as  he  apprehends  to  be 
fo.  For  a  man,  who  once  tailed  the  truth,  and  in 
fome  meafure  judged  aright,  may  afterwards  err  in  his 
palate  and  judgment,  and  then  take  the  wrong  for 
the  true,  not  keeping  to  that,  nor  being  now  in  that, 
which  formerly  gave  them  the  true  relifh. 

Now,  he  that  would  meet  with  the  true  religion, 
the  religion  of  the  gofpel,  muft  meet  with  the  power, 
receive  the  power,  believe,  dwell,  and  a£t  in  the 
power.  For  Chrift  was  made  a  king,  prieft,  and  pro- 
phet, "  not  after  the  law  of  a  carnal  commandment, 
**  but  after  the  power  of  an  endlefs  life  :"  and  his 
covenant  is  not  like  the  old,  in  word  or  letter  j  but  in 
the  fame  power  and  life  wherein  the  priefts  were  made 
minifters. 

So  the  knowledge  here,  the  faith  here,  the  hope 
here,  &c.  are  not  literal,  but  living.  He  that  receiveth 
this  knowledge,  receiveth  living  knowledge.  This 
faith  gives  vidory  over  unbelief,  and  over  that  fpirit 
whofe  ftrength  lies  in  unbelief.  This  hope  purifies 
the  heart  even  as  he  is  pure.  And  he  that  receiveth 
the  righteoufnefs  of  this  covenant,  receiveth  a  living 
garment,  which  hath  power  in  it  over  death  and  un- 
righteoufnefs.  The  beginning  of  this  religion,  of  this 
power  and  holy  inward  covenant,  is  fweet  ;  but  the 
pure  progrefs  and  going  on  of  it  much  more  pleafant, 
as  the  Lord  gives  to  feel  the  growth  and  fweet  living 
freflinefs  of  it ;  notwithftanding  the  temptations,  fears, 
troubles,  trials,  oppofitions,  and  great  dangers,  both 
within  and  without,  which  the  life  (which  was  at  firft 
turned  to)  being  ftill  kept  to,  by  the  power  which  is 
from  it,  and  through  the  faith  which  is  in  it,  in  its 
Qwn  feafons  and  way  of  its  own  wifdom  overcomes, 
giving  the  foul  that  is  diligent  and  faithful  to  witnefsj^ 
that  all  lis  ways  are  pleafantnefsy  a^d  its  paths  peace  -,  yea, 
the  very  yoke  is  eafy,  and  the  burden  lights  when  the 
mind  and  will  is  changed  by  the  power,  and  helped 
and  aflifted  by  i;he  Lord  in  its  fubjeftion  to  the  power. 
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So  the  Lord  God  of  tender  mercies  (who  pitieth  the 
miferable  and  erring  out  of  the  way,  efpecially  rhofe 
in  whom  he  hath  begot  defires  after  himfelf)  remove 
the  flumbling-blocks,  and  lead  the  wandering  Jews 
(who  are  entangled  in  their  own  thoughts  and  reafon- 
ings  about  the  letter)  into  that  which  is  of  himfelf  in 
them,  which  is  Spirit  and  life,  and  was  before  the  letter, 
and  excels  the  letter  (with  its  difpenfation)  in  glory  ; 
and  is  to  remain  (after  the  letter)  the  reft,  joy,  life, 
peace,  and  portion  of  the  foul  for  ever  and  ever.  So 
honour  the  letter,  in  believing  its  teftimony  concern- 
ing Chrift,  who  is  the  Shepherd  (to  whom  the  Sheep 
are  to  be  gathered)  the  way,  the  truth,  the  life  itfelf, 
to  whom  the  foul  is  to  come,  and  on  whom  the  foul  is 
to  wait  for  life  j  and  having  received  life  from  him, 
to  dwell,  abide,  and  grow  up  in  him,  who  is  the  life  ; 
and  not  go  backward  into  any  thing  that  is  literal,  or 
without  life,  nor  to  glory  in  the  knowledge,  or  literal 
defcriptions  of  things  ;  but  forward,  into  the  fpiritual, 
heavenly  difpenfation  of  life  and  power.  The  law  was 
letter ;  the  gofpel  is  life  and  power  :  the  law  was  a 
fhadow  of  good  things  to  come  ;  but  the  gofpel  is  the 
fubftance,  the  life,  the  virtue,  the  Spirit  of  what  the 
law  fhadowed  out.  From  hence  the  Chriftian  is  to 
fpring  ;  the  Jerufalem  from  above  is  to  be  its  mother, 
the  Holy  Spirit  its  begetter.  And  becaufe  here  the 
ftate  of  true  fonfhip  is  witnefTed,  therefore  God  pours 
out  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  upon  thefe  ;  and  then  the 
Spirit  being  received,  which  is  above  the  letter,  a  life 
is  to  be  felt  and  lived  in  beyond  words,  even  that 
which  the  good  words  lead  to,  and  end  in. 

And  here  the  truth,  fwectnefs,  and  fulnefs  of  words 
is  known,  felt,  and  witnefled,  even  in  that  which 
comprehends  them,  and  gives  them  their  due  weight 
and  meafure.  Nor  can  any  pofTibly  underftand  the 
words  of  the  Spirit,  but  he  that  is  in  the  Spirit ;  and 
then  he  knows  the  place  of  the  words,  which  came 
from  the  Spirit,  and  of  the  Spirit  from  whom  the 
words  cam.e.  And  this  is  precious ;  but  not  to  be 
witnefled  by  the  wife  difputer,  but  by  the  ferious  tra- 
veller. 
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vcller,  who  firft  is  broken  and  dafhed  to  pieces  in  his 
own  wifdom,  and  then  afterwards  healed,  led,  and 
guided  by  the  eternal  Spirit  of  wifdom,  which  is  the 
fure  and  unerring  guide. 

The  Spirit  of  God  knoweth  the  things  of  God,  and 
the  ftates  of  perfons,  and  what  is  proper  or  improper 
for  them :  he  knew  what  was  proper  for  the  Jews  un- 
der the  law  and  prophets,  what  was  proper  for  them  in 
Egypt,  what  in  the  wildernefs,  what  in  Canaan,  and 
what  in  their  feveral  difperfions  and  captivities  j  for 
the  difciples,  in  the  days  of  Chrift's  appearance  in  flefh, 
for  the  churches  in  the  days  of  the  apoftles,  for  the 
witnefles  and  mourners  in  the  times  of  the  apoftafy, 
and  for  thofe  who  by  his  power  are  raifed  up,  and  de- 
livered out  of  the  apoftafy. 

And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  doth  not  only  know  the 
ftate  thus  in  general,  but  likewife  every  foul's  particu- 
lar ftate,  and  how  to  apply  things  to  its  ftate.  There  are 
fome  newly  quickened,  newly  come  out  of  the  dark- 
nefs.  There  are  feveral  ftates  and  degrees  of  growth  j 
there  is  a  tempted  ftate,  a  wandering  ftate,  a  back- 
fliding  ftate,  a  fliaken  ftate,  an  eftabliftied  ftate,  &c. 
Now  there  is  fomewhat  proper  to  every  one  according 
to  his  ftate,  which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  knows  j  and 
thofe  who  are  called  out  by  him,  to  minifter  in  his 
name  and  power,  know  alio,  as  his  Spirit  pleafeth  to 
teach  them,  and  make  manifeft  to  them.  All  truths 
are  not  proper  to  every  ftate,  nor  all  remedies  to  every 
difeafe.  Chrift  had  many  things  to  teach  and  fay  to 
his  difciples,  which  they  were  not  able  to  bear  ;  and 
a  man  in  reading  the  fcripturcs,  though  he  fliould  un- 
derftand  the  truth  of  what  he  reads,  yet  he  is  apt  to 
mifapply  things,  as  to  himfelf  or  others,  unlels  the 
Lord  guide  and  help  him.  He  is  apt  to  apply  that  to 
him,  which  belongs  not  to  him,  and  thruft  that  fronti 
him,  which  belongs  to  him. 

Thus  may  a  man  eafily  err  and  wander,  from  error 
to  error,  and  toil  and  wear  out  himfelf  in  his  feveral 
apprehenfions,  ways,  and  practices  (thinking  he  doth 
as  he  ought,  and  as  God  requires  of  him,  according  to 

the 
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the  fcriptures)  and  yet  his  mind  be  from  that,  and  his 
underftanding  out  of  that,  which  opens  the  fcriptures 
aright,  and  gives  the  right  ufe  of  them. 

Therefore  wait  on  the  Lord  to  feel  quickenings  from 
him,  through  a  meafure  of  his  life  revealed,  and  the 
mind  gathered  into,  and  purged  thereby  ;  and  then 
wait  for  the  Spirit's  appearing  to  thee  in  this  nieafurej 
further  quickening,  purifying,  guiding  thee,  and  ma- 
nifefting  his  truth  therein  to  thee,  according  as  he  fees 
thy  need,  eftate,  and  condition  to  require. 

And  thus  thou  wilt  be  like  a  child,  living  not  upon 
a  wifdom  of  thy  own,  but  upon  thy  Father's  wifdom, 
and  not  gathering  a  knowledge  according  to  thy  own 
will,  and  into  thy  own  comprehenfion  j  but  receiving 
it  as  a  gift  daily  from  the  hands  of  the  Father,  and  fo 
thou  fhalt  always  have  it  frefh  and  living,  and  fafe  for 
thy  ufe  ;  whereas  that,  whilft  thou  keepefl  in  thy 
comprehenfion,  and  canll  run  to  when  thou  lifted, 
and  make  ufe  of  when  thou  liftefl,  putrifies,  and 
yields  but  corrupt  nourifhment,  feeding  not  the  liv- 
ing, but  the  dead  in  thee  i  and  fo  thy  very  know- 
ledge corrupts  thy  mind,  and  brings  it  into  death  ; 
and  thou  haft  only  fuch  a  knowledge  as  may  be  held 
in  the  dead  part,  and  fo  liveft  and  walkeft  as  m.an 
may  live  and  walk,  without  the  pure  life  and  prefence 
of  God. 

So  this  is  the  anfwer  which  was  in  my  heart  (and 
indeed  fprang  up  in  me,  as  the  quefticn  was  laid  be- 
fore me  in  fpirit).  In  the  true  meafure  of  life,  which 
is  from  God,  and  one  with  him,  the  fcriptures  arc 
rightly  read  and  underftood,  in  the  will  of  God,  by 
him  that  doth  it  in  the  holy  underftanding  which 
comes  from  him  :  not  in  a  man's  own  will  or  under- 
ftanding ;  for  he  cannot  underftand  what  fcriptures  he 
will,  or  when  he  will,  or  as  he  will  ;  but  he  muft 
wait  on  him  who  hath  the  key,  who  underftandeth 
what  is  fit  and  proper  for  him,  to  know,  or  not  to 
know  J  and  fo  openeth  or  ftiutteth  in  his  eternal  plea- 
fure,  and  according  to  his  eternal  wifdom  ;  and  what 
he  openeth  to  thee,  that  is  proper  for  thee  to  know  j 

and 
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and  what  he  fliutteth  from  thee,  that  is  proper  for  thee 
(as  yet)  not  to  know  j  but  to  wait  the  times  and  fea- 
fons  of  things,  which  are  in  the  Father's  hand.  And  fo, 
what  the  Lord  reveals  not  to  thee,  that  is  yet  a  fecret 
with  him,  as  to  thee  ;  but  what  he  reveals  to  thee,  that 
is  thine  in  his  fear  and  counfel  to  feed  on^  and  make 
"ufe  of. 

So  here,  in  gathering  of- life,  in  the  holy  buildings 
there  is  a  holy  order  and  wifdom  from  the  Moft 
High,  wherein  every  one  waits  on  the  Mafter,  on  the 
Lord,  on  the  Shepherd,  on  the  Father  of  Spirits,  and 
receives  from  his  hand,  what  is  proper  to  his  ftate. 
And  fo  all  hold  the  head,  and  live  by  the  life,  virtue, 
and  teaching  that  comes  from  the  head.  And  there  is 
one  God  who  is  over  all,  and  one  Chrift  in  whom  all 
are,  and  one  Spirit  of  life  in  which  all  are  baptized 
and  joined  together.  And  every  one  as  he  fprings 
from  this  life,  and  feels  the  union,  virtue,  and  fellow- 
fhip  thereof,  fo  abiding  here,  he  is  in  his  place  and 
fcrvice,  beloved  of  the  Lord  and  Father  of  all,  and 
felt  by  the  life  in  all,  in  the  unity  of  the  body ;  and 
fo  cherifhed  and  helped  forward  in  the  love  and  Spirit, 
wherein  the  body  is  knit  to  the  head  j  yea,  whatever 
his  ftate  be,  (whether  a  ftate  of  mourning,  or  tempta- 
tion, or  deep  diftrefs  ;  or  a  ftate  of  joy,  rejoicing,  and 
peace)  yet  abiding  and  waiting  on  the  Lord,  he  is 
felt,  received,  owned,  and  dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord, 

A  few  Words  to  fuch  as   complain  for  Want 
of  Power. 

BE  fure  ye  receive  Chrift  ;  for  he  is  the  fame  that 
ever  he  was.  "  To  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
"  them  gave  he  power"  (not  only  to  ftand  againft  fin, 
but)  "  to  become  the  fons  of  God  j"  he  did  fo  for- 
merly, and  he  doth  fo  ftill.  And  they  that  are  true 
Jews,  born  after  the  Spirit,  truly  circumcifed,  and  arc 
indeed  come  to  Mount  Sion,  and  the  heavenly  Jeru- 
falem  inwardly  j   feed  on  God's  holy  mountain,    and 

dwell 
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dwell  in  his  holy  city,  in  the  building  that  is  fronn 
above,  for  the  birth  which  is  from  above.  There  is  no 
conmplaining  in  the  ftreets  of  this  city,  but  what  God 
requireth  is  performed;  and  what  God  promifeth  to 
his,  is  enjoyed  there  ;  according  to  the  feveral  flates 
and  conditions  of  each,  and  according  to  the  ability 
which  is  given  in  tlie  new  covenant,  where  God  ful- 
filleth  the  good  pleafure  of  his  goodnefs,  and  the  work 
of  faith  with  power,  in  the  hearts  of  his  daily.  Ever- 
lafting  praifes   and  honour  to  his  nam.e. 

Oh  !  the  precious  name  of  Jefus,  in  which  the  fpi- 
rits  of  the  redeemed  meet,  in  which  name  is  power; 
and  he  who  is  the  arm  and  power  of  God,  is  in  the 
midft  of  them. 

They  who  receive  him  who  is  the  power,  who  is  a 
fpiritual  vine  and  olive-tree  to  all  his,  who  yields 
daily  of  the  living  fap  and  virtue  to  them  (wherein 
there  is  power) ;  how  can  they  want  power  ?  Or  how 
can  they  but  praife  the  Lord,  who  daily  minifters  unto 
them  of  the  power*of  the  endlefs  life  ?  When  the  holy 
life  and  power  fprings,  and  is  felt,  praifes  to  the  Lord 
cannot  but  fpring  with  it. 

So  that  it  concerns  all  people  ferioufly  to  confider, 
whether  the  reafon  why  they  have  not  power,  be  not 
becaufe  they  do  not  receive  Chrill,  who  hath  all  power 
in  heaven  and  earth  given  to  him.  For  many  talk  of 
Chrift,  but  few  come  to  him  in  the  Father's  drawings; 
fo  will  not  receive  him;  like  the  Jews  who  waited  for 
his  appearance,  and  yet  rejedled  him  when  he  came. 

KSAAC   PENINGTON. 


Vol.  IV.  Y  SOME- 


SOMEWHAT   RELATING   TO 

CHURCH -GOVERNMENT, 

WHEREIN      THE 

Necellity,  Ufefulnefs,  and  BlefTed  Effedls  of  the 
True  Church-Government,  are  here  and 
there  hinted  at ;  and  this  clearly  manifefted. 

That  the  Authority  and  Power  of  Christ's  Spirit  in  his  Church, 
is  no  ufurped  or  Antichriftian  Authority,  nor  contrary  to  the 
True  Light  and  Liberty  of  any  particular  Member,  but  a  Che- 
rifher  and  Preferver  of  it. 

AS     ALSO 

REMARKS 

Upon  fome  PafTages  in  a  late  Book,  entitled,  "  Anti- 
"  chrift's  Transformations  within  difcovered  by  the 
"  Light  within."  -<    --  ^^  „  •         - 

WHEREIN     THE 

Antichriftian  Transformer  is  made  manifeft,  and  the  Light 
within  cleared  from  his  falfe  Imputations  and  Pretences  to  it. 

Written  in  Obedience  to  him  that  is  True  ;  who  hath  given  a  certalm 
Teftimony  againft  him  that  is  Falfe,  to  very  many  in  this  his  Day  ; 
and,  among  others,  to  me  alfo  ;  whom  he  hath  pleafed  to  gather 
and  own  among  his  Children  and  Servants  in  Truth, 

ISAAC     PENINGTON. 


*'  For  God  is  not  the  Author  of  Confafion,  but  of  Peace,  as  in  all  Churches 
"   of  the  Saints."      I  Cor.  xiv.    33. 

"  For  what  have  I  to  do,  to  judge  them  alfo  that  are  without  ?  Do  not  ye  judge 
"  them  that  are  within?"   i  Cor.  v.    12. 

"  The  Government  ihall  be  upon  his  Shoulder,  Sec.  Of  the  Increafe  of  his 
"  Government  and  Peace,  no  Enr,"  &c.     Ifa.  ix.  6,  7. 

"  Woe  unto  the  World,  becaufc  of  Oft'ences  ;  for  it  luuft  needs  be,  that  OfiFences 
"  come  ;   but  woe  to  that  Man,  by  whom  the  Ofience  cometh  !"  Matt,  xviii.  7. 

"  For  there  muft  be  alfo  Hercfies  among  you  j  that  they  which  are  approved 
"  may  be  made  manifeft  among  you."      i  Cor.  xi.    19. 

"  Alfo  of  your  ownfelves  ihail  Men  arife,  fpeaking  perverfe  Things,  to  draw 
"  away  Difciples  after  them."     Afts  xx.   30. 

"  For  not  he  that  commendeth  himfelf  is  approved  ;  but  whom  the  Lord  com- 
''  mendeth."     2  Cor.  x.   18. 

Y  2 
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THE 

PREFACE. 


IT  hath  pleafed  God,  in  thefe  our  days,  to  caufe  his 
true  light  to  (hine  forth  out  of  darknefs.  Oh! 
everlaftingly  blefied  be  his  name !  He  hath  laid  the 
foundation  of  life  in  many  hearts,  and  gathered  his 
once  defolate  people  into  families  and  churches;  and 
hath  been  with  them,  and  is  with  them,  dwelling 
among  them,  preferving  them,  building  up  Sion  more 
and  more,  and  caufing  his  glory  more  and  more  to 
appear  therein.  The  living  God  hath  made  us  a  liv- 
ing people,  and  honoureth  us  with  his  living  prefence, 
and  with  the  daily  manifeftations  of  his  pure  power. 
Oh !  glory,  glory,  is  founded  to  him,  in  his  own 
fpringing  life,  in  the  hearts  of  his  children,  day  by 
day. 

But  the  enemy  of  God  and  his  appearance>  hath 
wrought  againil  his  power  and  work  many  ways,  and 
hath  endeavoured  to  (lop  the  gathering  to  the  light 
and  building  up,  not  only  by  outward  force,  but  alfo 
by  all  the  devices  and  myfterious  workings  he  could 
invent.  But  blelTed  be  the  Lord,  who  hath  appeared 
againfb  them  all,  and  preferved  his  remnant  from  them 
all ;  though  fome  that  have  not  watched  and  lain  low, 
but  being  foaring  high,  in  that  part  where  the  fnare  is 
laid  and  takes,  have  Humbled  and  fallen.  Yet  truth 
Hands,  and  the  gathering  in  the  truth  (lands  j  and  the 
life  which  God  liath  raifed,  and  to  which  he  hath 
given  dominion,  reigns ;  and  much  is  fubdued,  and 
the  Lord  is  going  on  to  fubdue  more  and  more  under 
it  daily,  in  the  hearts  of  fuch  as  fenfibly  and  livingly, 
and  not  notionally  and  in  a  dead  formal  way,  wait  up- 
on him  and  worlliip  him* 

Now,  the  fored  and  mod  mifchievous  way  of  op- 
pofing  truth,  is  by  pretending  to  it.  Who  could  more 
advantageouOy  or  readily  betray  Chrid,  than  an  apollle 
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of  Chrift  ?  And  who  can  be  fitter  to  undernnine  the 
light,  than  he  who  in  words  cries  it  up,  and  yet  is  de- 
parted from  it,  and  fecretly  fights  againft  it,  and  would 
bring  forth,  propagate,  and  fet  up  an  hideous,  mon- 
llrous,  comprehenfive  kind  of  knowledge  (which  is 
contrary  to  it,  and  cannot  confift  with  it)  in  the  name 
ofit?  _ 

Ah !  that  this  perfon,  who  now  appears  againft  the 
truth,  and  the  church  and  miniftry  which  is  in  and  of 
the  truth,  were  but  what  he  pretends  to  be !  For  then 
I  fhould  gladly  have  received  his  teftimony,  and  not 
have  been  thus  neceflitated  to  appear  againft  his  fpi- 
rit,  and  the  dark  work  and  teftimonies  thereof.     He 
faith,  there  are  two  Chrifts,  both  the  true  Chrift  and 
antichrift.      I  confefs    his   work  comes   from  one   of 
them,    even    antichrift,    who   would   deftroy   Chrift's 
work,  kingdom,  and  building,  and  the  miniftry  which 
he  makes  ufe  of,  both  to  plant,  water,  and  build  up ; 
but  not  that  from  Chrift,  who  hath  gathered  a  church 
to  himfelf,  and  is  with  the  church  which  he  hath  ga- 
thered, and   blefleth  the   church   which    he  hath  ga- 
thered, and  owneth  them  in  their  aflemblings,  and  in 
their  miniftering :  which  owning  and  teftimony  will 
ftandi  when  the  difowning,  and  falfe   teftimonies   of 
all  thefe  falfe  apoftate  fpirits,  will  fall,  and  end  in  their 
own  forrow  and  mifery. 

What  I  have  here  written,  I  have  written  in  an  holy 
conftraint,  in  the  opening  and  feeling  life  of  truth, 
with  true  love  to  fouls  j  yea,  even  of  this  very  perfon, 
who  is  erred  fo  exceedingly  from  the  holy  light  and 
Spirit,  and  its, holy  teftimony,  and  would  fain  exalt 
his  critical  conceits  and  notions,  above  the  plain  tefti- 
mony and  evidence  of  truth,  in  the  hearts  of  God's 
chofen  ones. 

The  Lord  bring  down  the  kingdom  of  darknefs,  and 
exalt  his  own  kingdom  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of 
men  more  and  morej  and  add  to  his  church,  and  keep 
them  in  that  which  will  never  fuffer  them  to  depart 
from  it ;  or  to  teftify  againft  the  life,  and  power,  and 
prefence  of  the  Lord,  manifefted,  dwelling,  and  rul- 
ing in  it  1  Amen. 
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REMARKS 

Upon  fome  Paflages  in  a  late  Book,  entitled 

Antichrift's  Tranformations  Within,  &c» 


THE  firfl:  thing  that  I  fhall  obferve  is,  ^hat  he 
doth  deny  that  man  hath  any  ruki  fower^  dominiony 
government y  or  authority ^  either  given  or  committed  to  him 
from  the  Lord^  as  pertaining  to  the  conjcience  in  things  re-^ 
lating  to  the  worj}?ip  of  God. 

Remark.  God  lent  Chrift  into  the  world,  and  he 
gave  him  power  and  authority  in  his  name  to  do  what- 
ever he  required  of  him.  And  Chrift  fends  his  fer- 
vants  and  minifters  into  the  world,  as  fheep  among 
wolves,  and  he  gives  them  power  and  authority  to  do 
whatever  he  requires  of  them,  and  which  he  expefta 
from  them,  and  would  have  done  by  them.  And  their 
work  relates  to  the  confcience,  and  to  the  worfhip  of 
God  ;  and  their  power  and  authority  extends  thither, 
where  their  work  lies.  They  are  ambaiFadors  of  Chrift, 
and  they  have  power  and  authority  in  Chrift's  ftead  to 
befeech  men  to  be  reconciled  to  God.  For  as  Chrift 
came  in  his  Father's  name,  to  fulfil  the  work  which 
the  Father  gave  him  to  do,  fo  they  come  in  Chrift's 
name,  to  fulfil  the  work  which  he  gives  them  to  do. 
They  have  power  to  feed  the  fiock ;  they  have  power 
to  watch  over  them ;  they  have  power  to  build  up  in 
that  which  is  good;  and  they  have  power  and  authority 
to  teftify  againft  and  hammer  down  that  which  is  evilj 
they  have  power  to  reprove  j  they  have  power  and 
authority  to  vifit  with  a  fpirit  of  meeknefs,  and  power 

Y  4  to 


344         Remarks  upon  some  Passages>  &c, 

to  come  with  God's  rod,  yea,  with  his  fword,  and  t6 
fmite  that  with  it  which  rifeth  up  againft  the  truth, 
againft  the  life,  againft  the  Spirit,  againft  the  holy 
way  and  work  of  the  Lord,  and  holy  order  and  go- 
vernttient  of"  his  truth  and  Spirit. 

That  Chrift  hath  fent  forth  his  fervants,  his  minif- 
ters,  his  ambafladors,  about  things  relating  to  the  con- 
fcience,  is  fo  manifeft,  that  it  cannot  be  denied.  But 
that  he  hath  fent  them  forth  with  power  and  authority 
in  things  pertaining  to  the  confcience,  relating  to  the 
worfhip  of  God,  that  this  man  denies  j  but  all  that 
have  received  the  truth,  hold  the  truth,  and  keep  the 
truth,  cannot  but  acknowledge  it. 

Now  the  reafon  he  gives  why  he  denies  man  any  rule, 
fozver,  dominion,  government,  or  authority,  either  given, 
or  committed  to  him  from  the  Lord,  as  pertaining  to  the 
confcience  in  things  relating  to  the  worfhip  of  God,  is  he~ 
cauje  it  helongeth  to  Chriji  the  light,  the  invijible  power 
ivhich  dwells  in  men  and  women,  i^c. 

Rem,  AU  power  in  heaven  and  earth  was  given  to 
Chrift,  and  belongs  to  him ;  that  is  freely  granted* 
But  the  queftion  is,  whether  he  hath  not  given  of  this 
power  to  his  children,  and  his  fervants  and  minifters, 
as  his  Father  gave  of  it  unto  him  ?  Doth  not  he  give 
power  to  as  many  as  believe  in  his  name  to  become 
fons  of  God  ?  Did  not  he  make  his  apoftles  able  mi- 
nifters of  the  new  covenant,  in  the  Spirit  and  power 
which  he  gave  them  ?  "  All  power  is  given  me  in  hea- 
"  ven  and  in  earth,"  faid  Chrift,  Mat.  xxviii.  i8. 
*^  Go  ye  therefore  and  teach  all  nations,"  &c.  ver.  19.; 
but  wait  at  Jerufalem  for  the  power  firft,  A6ts  i.  8. 
So  when  the  power  came  upon  them,  it  led  them  forth 
in  their  work,  and  they  had  power  to  gather,  and 
power  to  build  up,  and  power  to  govern  and  watch 
over  the  flock  of  God,  over  which  the  Holy  Ghoft 
had  made  them  overfeers,  Afts  xx.  28.  And  Paul 
fpeaks  of  the  power  the  Lord  had  given  him  to  ufe 
fharpnefs,  even  againft  thofe  in  that  church  of  Corinth, 
who  would  not  be  fubje6t  to  him  in  that  which  he  had 
received  from   the  Lord,  2  Cor.  xiii.  lo.    But  this 
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power  was  to  edification,  but  not  to  deftruftion.  For 
though  he  had  power  from  Chrift  the  Lord,  and  did. 
by  that  Spirit,  and  in  that  power,  deliver  Hymeneus 
and  Alexander  unto  Satan  •,  yet  it  was  not  that  they 
fhould  be  deftroyed  by  the  devil,  but  that,  by  feeling 
themfelv'es  out  of  the  truth,  and  under  the  dominion 
of  a  wrong  fpirit,  they  might  come  to  true  fenfe  and 
underilap.ding,  and  learn  not  to  blafpheme  the  truth, 
nor  the  dignities  whom  God  hath  made  honourable  in 
the  truth,  I  Tim.  i.  20.  And  not  the  apoftle  only, 
but  the  church  of  Corinth,  had  a  fhare  in  the  fame 
power ;  and  therefore  the  apoftle,  knowing  what  was 
given  and  committed  to  them,  exhorts  them,  that  in 
the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  when  they  were 
gathered  together,  and  his  Spirit,  with  the  power  of 
our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,  to  deliver  fuch  an  one  to  Satan  : 
but  this  was  not  for  deftruction,  to  deftroy  the  foul ; 
but  to  bring  it  back  into  a  ftate  of  edification  and  fal- 
vation,  which  now,  by  departing  from  the  truth,  it 
was  gone  from.  It  was  indeed  for  the  deftru6tion  of 
the  flefh,  but  not  of  the  fpirit ;  but  that  the  fpiric 
might  be  faved  in  the  day  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  1  Cor. 
V.  d,   5. 

Secondly^  The  next  thing  I  fhall  obferve  is  this  :  he 
faith.  There  is  no  glory  to  be  given  to  man^  although  he 
be  born  of  the  light. 

Rem.  That  glory  and  honour  is  to  be  given  to  man, 
which  God  gives  to  man,  who  hath  faid,  "  Them  that 
*'  honour  me,  I  will  honour ;  and  they  that  defpife 
*'  me,  (hall  be  lighdy  efteemed,"  i  Sam.  ii,  30.  He 
that  brings  his  deeds  to  the  light,  they  being  juftified 
and  approved  there,  he  hath  honour  in  the  light.  His 
deeds  being  made  manifeft  that  they  are  wrought  in 
God,  that  is  honour  enough  for  him,  John  iii.  21. 
The  children  of  light  feek  for  glory,  and  honour,  and 
immortality,  and  eternal  life  j  and  that  glory  and  ho- 
nour they  have,  and  eternal  life  from  God,  Rom,  ii.  7. 
They  feek  not  the  honour  that  is  from  men,  but  the 
honour  that  cometh  from  God  only,  John  v.  44.  the 
honour  in  the  truthj  in  the  life,  in  the  power,  which 
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God  gives  them  in  the  hearts  of  all  that  are  truly  fen- 
fible  and  living.  For  honouring  the  Lord  and  his 
truth,  how  can  I  but  honour  thofe  that  are  honoura- 
ble in  his  eye,  and  who  are  glorious  in  his  truth  !  For 
indeed  the  children  of  light,  the  tender,  the  humble, 
the  contrite  and  broken-hearted  ones,  are  glorious  in 
his  eye,  and  the  Lord  doth  exalt  them  in  due  time; 
for  after  the  true  humility,  and  in  the  true  humility, 
they  come  to  partake  of  the  true  honour,  i  Pet.  v. 
5,  6.  And  fo  every  true  Jew,  every  true  fervant, 
every  faithful  llcward,  every  true  minifter,  that  is 
faithful  in  the  ufe  of  his  gift  and  talent,  hath  praife 
of  God,  Rom.  ii.  29. ;  and  they  that  are  of  God, 
honour  thofe  whom  God  honours,  glorifying  the  Lord 
for  them,  and  honouring  them  in  the  Lord,  2  Cor. 
viii.  18.  Oh!  how  could  this  man  fay,  there  is  no 
glory  to  be  given  to  man,  though  he  be  born  of  the 
light,  when  as  "  the  King's  daughter  is  all  glorious 
«  within,"  and  man  in  that  birth  is  nothing  but  glo- 
rious in  the  eye  of  the  Lord  1  Man,  having  fmned, 
fell  Ihort  of  the  glory  of  God  j  but  coming  out  of  fin, 
Cometh  into  the  glory  again,  and  is  daily  more  and 
more  changed  into  the  glorious  image  of  the  Son, 
from  glory  to  glory,  &c.  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  The  aim  of 
God  is  to  bring  many  fons  to  glory,  Heb.  ii.  10. ; 
and  as  they  come  out  of  darknefs  and  fin  into  light 
and  holinefs,  they  come  into  the  glory,  and  are  in  the 
glory.  Is  it  not  their  glory  in  the  Lord,  and  in  his 
light,  to  be  owned  and  acknowledged  by  them  that 
are  one  with  them  in  the  fame  light  ?  They  who  love 
God,  and  honour  God,  cannot  but  love  them,  and  ho- 
nour them,  who  are  begotten  by  him,  and  who  are  in  an 
efpecial  manner  made  ufe  of  by  him  in  his  fervice,  for 
the  good  of  fouls,  and  for  the  prefervation  and  build- 
ing up  of  the  church.  The  apoftle  fpeaks  of  double 
honour  to  be  given  to  the  elders  that  rule  well,  efpe- 
cially  they  who  labour  in  the  word  and  doftrine,  and 
would  (from  the  Spirit  of  God)  have  them  counted 
worthy  of  it,  i  Tim.  v.  17.  How  far  is  this  man 
from  the  apoftle's   mind,   who  would  have  no  glory 
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given  to  any  man,  no  not  to  the  children  of  light,  nor 
minifters  in  the  light,  who  in  the  apoftles  days  were 
the  glory  of  Chrifl !  2  Cor.  viii.  23.  Yea,  the  juft 
that  live  by  faith  in  Chrift,  and  are  gathered  by  him 
out  of  Satan's  kingdom  into  his  fpiritual  kingdom, 
and  walk  in  the  light,  as  God  is  in  the  light,  there 
light  doth  Ihine  in  them,  and  they  do  fhine  as  the  fun 
in  the  firmament;  and  they  that  are  honoured  by  the 
Lord  to  turn  many  to  righteoufnefs,  do  fhine  as  ftars : 
and  though  one  liar  differs  from  another  in  glory ;  yet 
all  that  come  into  the  true  nature  and  heavenly  image 
of  the  Son,  do  come  into  a  meafure  of  the  true  glory, 
and  have  fome  of  the  glory  given  them  which  God 
gave  to  Chrift;  and  in  that  are  glorious,  partaking  of 
his  Spirit,  kingdom,  pov/er,  and  holy  dominion  over 
fin  and  Satan,  all  which  is  truly  glorious,  John 
xvii.   22. 

Thirdly,  The  third  thing  I  fhall  obferve  is  this  :  he 
faith,  All  is  to  be  given  to  Cbri/l,  the  light  in  man,  unto 
whom  alone  it  doth  belong,  who  is  the  true  Minijler,  and 
hath  power  in  himjelf  to  teach  all  the  Jons  and  daughters 
of  men,  i^c. 

Rem.  That  Chrift  is  the  true  Minifterj  that  is  not 
denied;  but  doth  not  Chrift,  who  is  the  true  Minifter 
in  the  power  of  the  endlefs  life,  fend  forth  difciples 
and  ambaffadors  in  the  fame  power,  and  make  them, 
through  his  Spirit  and  power,  able  minifters  of  the 
New  Teftament  ?  And  they  that  hear  them,  do  they 
not  hear  Chrift  ?  And  they  that  defpife  or  deny  them, 
do  they  not  defpife  or  deny  Chrift  ?  And  doth  not 
Chrift  fay  to  the  feventy  difciples,  "  Pie  that  heareth 
**  you,  heareth  me ;  and  he  that  defpifcth  you,  defpifeth 
*'  me  ;  and  he  that  defpifeth  me,  defpifeth  him  that 
*^  fent  me  ?"  Luke  x.  16.  It  is  antichrift  that  fo 
vainly  pretends  to  fet  up  Chrift,  or  his  light,  or  Spi- 
rit, or  power,  as  to  deny  thofe  that  are  fent  of  him, 
and  minifter  in  his  name.  As  man  is  in  the  fall,  he  is 
corrupt,  and  his  works  are  out  of  God,  and  he  is  there 
to  be  denied,  ceafed  from,  and  not  accounted  of;  but 
in  the  reftoration,  in  union  and  fellowftiip  with  the 
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Lordj  he  is  a  worker  together  with  God,  and  is  there 
to  be  owned,  and  hath  a  fhare  in  miniftring  out  of 
the  heavenly  treafure  that  dwells  in  him.     So  Chrift 
was  the  great  Minifter,  who  had  the  fulnefs ;  and  they 
that  have  gifts  from  him  for  the  work  of  the  miniftry, 
and  who  minifter  in  and  from  the  gift,  and  in  that  are 
able  and  faithful,  are  efteemed  and  accounted  as  mi- 
nifters  by  him.     So  faith  the  apoftle,  "  As  every  man 
**  hath  received  the  gift,  even  fo  minifter  the  fame 
*^  one  to  another,  as   good  ftewards  of  the  manifold 
*'  grace  of  God.     If  any  man  fpeak,  let  him  fpeak  as 
"  the  oracles  of  God ;  if  any  man   minifter,  let  him 
**  do  it  as  of  the  ability  which  God  giveth  j  that  God 
*'  in  all  things  may  be  glorified  through  Jefus  Chrift, 
*'  to  whom  be  praife  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever, 
*'  Amen,"    i   Pet.   iv.  10,    11.     And  Paul  faith,  he 
was  made  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel   according  to  the 
gift  of  the  grace  of  Gd   given  unto  him,  by  the  ef- 
fedual   working  of  his  power,  Ephef.    iii.    7.     Now 
the  gift  is  given,  not  to  thofe  that  are  wife  after  the 
flelh  (unlefs  that  wifdom  is  firft  broken)  j  but  to  fuch 
as  are  mean,  poor,  weak,  low,  or  fome  way  or  other 
contemptible  in  the  eye  of  man's  wifdom,  and  eafy  to 
be  difregarded  and  defpifed  by  men.     Yea,  it  is  hard 
to  defpife  the  man  whom  God  fends,  without  defpif- 
ing  his  gift  in  him  j  and  the  gift  cannot  be  defpifed  or 
rejeded,  without  defpifing  or  rejefting  him  that  gave 
it  J  as  the  apoftle  told  the  church  of  the  Theflalonians, 
he  that  defpifed  or  rejefted,  defpifed  or  rejecfted  not 
man,  but  God,  (who  gives  his  Holy  Spirit  to  them 
whom  he  fends  forth  to  minifter  in  his  name)   i  Theft*, 
iv.  8.     He  had   been  befeeching   and   exhorting   the 
brethren  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that  as  they  had 
received  of  them  how   they  ought   to  walk,    and  to 
pleafe  God,  fo  they  would  abound  more   and  more., 
"  For  ye  know,"  faid  he,  "  what  commandments  we 
"  gave  you  by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."     Mark  :  the 
apoftle  did  not  only  turn  them  to  the  word  of  life  and 
power  in  themfelvcs ;  but  -did  give  them  command- 
ments from  the  word  of  life  in  him,  and  they  received 
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of  them  whom  Chrift  fent  forth,  how  they  ought  to 
walk,  &c.  vcr.  i,  2.  And  life  hath  not  loft  any  of 
its  authority;  but  the  power  may  teach  and  command 
others  through  any  veffel  when  it  pleafeth ;  and  they 
that  are  the  true  flieep,  know  the  voice  of  the  true 
Shepherd,  fpeaking  either  in  their  own  hearts,  or 
through  any  other  inftrument  unto  them.  And  the 
voice  of  wifdom  in  any,  is  in  every  age  ft  ill  heard  and 
juftificd  of  her  children  ;  and  he  that  is  of  God  hear- 
eth  his  voice,  in  thofe  whom  he  fends  in  this  age,  as 
■well  as  in  former  ages  ;  and  lie  that  is  not  of  God 
heareth  not  his  voice  J  and  hereby  the  Spirit  of  truth 
and  fpirit  of  error  is  known  in  this,  as  vv'ell  as  in  for- 
mer ages,   I  John  iv.   6. 

Fom'thly,  The  fourth  palfage  I  ftiall  take  notice  of, 
is  in  thefe  words :  IVherefore,  faid  he,  whofoever  doth 
exalt  Chrijl  the  light,  who  is  the  true  Minifier^  before 
themselves ^  by  Chrift  the  light  ijuithin  Jhall  thofe  be  exalted. 

Rem.  This  is  very  different  from  what  went  before  : 
for  before  he  denied  all  glory  and  exaltation  at  all 
to  man,  although  he  be  born  of  the  light;  here  he 
fpeaks  of  exalting  Chrift,  the  true  Minifter,  before 
themfelves ;  which  doubtlefs  every  true  minifter,  and 
every  child  of  light,  cannot  but  do;  and  herein  he 
confelTeth  they  ftiall  be  exalted  by  Chrift  the  light. 
Then  glory  is  given  to  them;  and  he  that  fees  them 
thus  exalted  by  the  light,  cannot  but  efteem  them,  as 
fo  honoured  and  exalted  by  Chrift,  and  give  them  that 
glory  which  Chrift  hath  given  them.  And  happy 
would  it  be  with  this  man,  could  he  fee  the  true 
church,  which  God  hath  brought  out  of  the  wildernefs, 
and  beautified  and  glorioufly  built  up  to  a  great 
height;  and  the  elders  and  minifters  whom  he  pre- 
ferveth,  and  is  with,  and  makes  ufe  of  in  his  fervice, 
and  give  them  in  his  heart  the  honour  and  glorv  which 
God  had  glorified  them  with.  But  that  he  cannot  do, 
till  he  come  out  of  Babylon,  and  out  of  that  dark 
and  confufed  fpirit  v/hcrein  he  wrote  thefe  things,  in- 
to that  light  and  holy  Spirit  of  truth,  which  difco- 
vers  what  they  are,  (to   thofe  that  are  in   the  truth) 

and 
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and  condemns  the  ground  and  root  out  of  which  they 
Iprang. 

Fifthlyj  The  next  thing  to  be  obferved  by  me  is 
this  :  He  layeth  it  down  as  his  judgment,  faith y  and  be- 
lief y  that  whatever  is  written  to  the  churches,  ought  to 
be  written  from  God's  infallible  Spirit,  and  the  Word 
of  eternal  life  j  wherein  I  am  one  with  him  :  for  what 
good  can  any  thing  do  the  living,  but  what  comes 
from  life,  and  from  God's  infallible  Spirit,  which  alone 
is  able  rightly  to  exhort,  advife,  admonilh,  warn,  and 
build  up  the  fpiritual  ?  But  his  inference  thereupon  is 
that  which  is  before  me  to  take  notice  of.  Where- 
forey  faith  he,  your  paper  to  the  churches  is  not  to  be 
owned  by  the  churches y  inajmuch  as  it  was  written  from  a 
fight  y  or  a/enfe,  and  from  the  fenftble  party  and  not  in  and 
from  the  Spirit  of  Revelation. 

Rem.  God  hath,  in  his  holy  church  and  living  peo- 
ple, opened  the  eye  that  was  once  blind,  and  daily 
anointeth  that  eye,  giving  a  true  fight,  and  in  the 
fpringings  of  life  giveth  a  true  fenfe;  and  that  which 
giveth  this,  is  the  Spirit  of  revelation;  and  what  is 
written  in  this  fight  and  fenfe,  is  written  from  the  Spi- 
rit of  revelation.  And  the  called  people  of  the  Lord 
wait  upon  the  Lord,  that  they  may  be  kept  in  this 
fight,  fenfe,  and  Spirit,  in  what  they  do  at  all  times  j 
but  more  efpecially  when  they  confider  of  things  re- 
lating to  the  churches,  even  to  the  welfare,  holy  or- 
der, and  peace  thereof,  that  God's  Spirit  may  have  its 
fcope  every  where,  and  nothing  elfe  have  place  in  the 
churches  of  Chrift.  And  though  every  one  be  not  an 
eye  and  ear-witnefs  of  what  is  to  be  confidered  of  for 
the  good  of  the  churches;  yet  every  one  waits  to  feel 
things  in  the  opening  and  fpringing  life,  and  in  that 
to  fpeak,  confider,  or  write.  I  have  often  feen  the 
carriage  of  things  after  this  manner,  to  the  joy  of  my 
heart,  and  caufing  of  my  foul  livingly  to  blefs  the 
Lord  for  it;  and  therefore  may  I,  yea,  ought  I,  now 
thus  to  fpeak  this  teftimony,  which  the  Lord  hath  liv- 
ingly given  me,  being  at  this  time  required  of  me. 
Oh  1  that  men  knew  the  ferioufncfs  and  folemnity  of 
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our  fpirits  before  the  Lord,  in  our  confidering  things 
relating  to  his  church,  and  how  we  retire  out  of  man's 
wifdom  (affeftionate  part,  and  connprehending  part, 
as  he  fpeaks)  to  feel  the  fpringing  life,  and  God's 
holy  guidance  there ;  and  how  the  Lord  doth  fatisfy 
and  blefs  us  with  it !  So  that  we  can  fay,  in  truth  and 
uprightnefs  of  heart,  not  we  (as  men)  of  ourfclves 
do  things  on  truth's  account]  but  he  on  whofe  fhoul- 
ders  God  hath  laid  the  government  rules  and  reigns 
among  us;  and  things  are  ordered  by  his  counfel  and 
wifdom  to  his  praife.  And  the  peace  and  comfort  of 
God's  Spirit  remains  with  us,  in  the  midfl  of  all  the 
reproaches  and  oppofitions  we  meet  with  from  that 
evil  fpirit,  which  envieth  and  oppofeth  us  many  ways. 
This  one  word  more  is  with  me,  as  to  this  particular: 
God  hath  given  believers,  his  church,  fenfes  exercifed 
to  difcern  both  good  and  evil ;  and  thofe  fenfes  are  not 
without  the  true  life  and  Spirit,  and  every  motion  and 
a6lion  of  them  is  in  that  life,  and  in  that  Spirit. 

And  whereas  he  further  faith  :  Whatjoever  is  written^ 
declared^  or  given  for  thy  in  the  fight  ^  or  in  the  Jenje.,  or 
from  thefenfible  partj  it  is  not  to  he  owned  j  for  thejenfihk 
part  is  that  which  hath  been  in  the  tranjgrejfwn  with  the 
•woman,  ^c. 

Rem.  Herein  he  is  greatly  mifraken :  for  friends  in 
truth  do  not  fpeak,  or  write,  or  admonilh,  or  reprove, 
or  give  warning  from  that  part  j  but  from  the  fight 
and  fenfe  which  God  gives  to  his  own  birth  ;  and  it  is 
the  Spirit  of  God  that  gives  both  the  fight  and  fenfe, 
and  fpeaks  through  them ;  and  thofe  whofe  ears  are 
circumcifed  and  opened  know  the  voice,  and  give  glory 
to  God,  and  are  obedient  to  his  Spirit,  when  it  gives 
advice  and  warning  through  any  j  which  thofe  that 
are  in  the  comprehending  part,  and  confider  and 
judge  in  that,  cannot  have  the  fenfe  of. 

Sixthly^  He  faith,  Antichrifi  will  bring  a  "ceil  over  the 
under Jianding  of  men  and  women,  and  yet  they,  for  the 
■prejent,  cannot  perceive  it. 

Rem.  This  is  very  true.  I  would  he  and  others, 
\vho  are  veiled   by  antichrifi,  did  fee  it  •,  for  then  he 
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would  not  efteem  thofe  veiled  whom  the  Lord  hath 
unveiled,  nor  attribute  thefe  fayings  of  his,  and  this 
his  book,  to  the  light  within,  which  thofe  whom  the 
Lord  hath  unveiled,  and  keepeth  unveiled,  in  his 
pure  Spirit  and  quickening  life,  know  to  have  come 
from  the  darknefs  within,  and  not  from  the  true  light; 
but  the  true  eye,  in  the  truly  living,  fees  through  it, 
and  hath  no  union  with  it ;  but  returns  it  back  thi- 
ther, from  whence  it  came.  Oh  !  how  deeply  doth 
antichrift  blind  and  deceive  men ;  that  that  which  is 
their  own  ftate,  they  cannot  fee  to  be  fo !  But  apply  it 
to  others,  whofe  ftate  it  is  not,  and  fo  juftify  them- 
felves  in  that  wherein  God  condemns  them,  and  con- 
demn others  in  that  wherein  God  juftifieth  them  !  This 
is  fad  work,  and  will  have  a  fad  iiTue ! 

Seventhly,  He  faith.  There  is  an  invijibk  woman  in 
every  vifible  many  and  there  is  an  invifible  man  in  every 
vifible  woman ;  and  the  man  Chrift  J  ejus  ^  who  is  the  light 
of  the  worldy  he  is  in  them  bothy  &'c, 

Rem,  Is  not  he  now  in  the  notional  and  compre- 
hending part,  muddling  himfclf  and  others  (whofe 
cars  are  open  to  him)  about  a  woman  in  a  man,  and 
a  man  in  a  woman,  and  Chrift  in  both  ?  Whereas  truth 
is  a  plain  thing ;  which  they  that  come  to  feel  and 
abide  in,  feel  and  witnefs  redemption,  and  prefervation 
out  of  the  comprehending  part,  and  the  dead  notional 
knowledge  thereof. 

Eighthly y  He  faith.  He  doth  not  own  the  judgment  and 
opinion  of  thofe  minifterSy  nor  yet  their  fuperiority,  who 
fayy  he  that  is  not  juftified  by  the  witnefs  of  God  in  friends y, 
is  condemned  by  it  in  himfelf. 

Rem.  I  ftiall  not  now  argue  that  there  are  true  mi- 
nifters,  and  that  there  is  a,  true  fuperiority,  (fome  be- 
ing greater  and  fome  lefs  in  the  covenant  and  life  of 
truth)  which  every  one  that  heareth  and  learneth  of 
the  Father,  and  fo  is  taught  of  God,  will  own  :  but  to 
the  thing  itfelf.  The  witnefs  of  God  is  but  one  in 
all,  and  it  condemns  nothing  but  what  is  not  of  God-,, 
and  what  his  witnefs  in  another  condemns  in  me,  his 
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witnefs  in  me  (whenever  it  arifeth  and  fpeaketh  in  me 
concerning  that  thing)  cannot  but  condemn  alfo. 

It  is  true,  as  he  faith,  that  jujiificaticn  is  by  Chriji 
aloney  who  is  the  head  in  every  member. 

Rem.  But  Chrift  is  in  other  members  alfo,  as  well 
as  in  one;  and  his  life  hath  power  to  judge  and  con- 
demn} and  itjudgeth  and  condemneth  no  where,  but 
that  which  is  to  be  judged  and  condemned.  So  that 
wherever  Chrift's  life  in  any  judgeth  and  condemneth 
any  thing,  that  is  judged  and  condemned  by  Chrift. 
And  the  faints  have  power  and  authority  in  Chrift, 
not  only  to  judge  and  condemn  the  world,  but  alfo 
to  judge  and  condemn  fallen  angels  and  fpirits.  Tq 
what  end  are  they  bid  to  try  the  fpirits,  if  after  they 
have  tried  them,  they  may  not  judge  and  condemn 
what   they  find   life  and  truth  judging  and  condemn- 

Ninthly^  He  excepts   againft  that  paflfage  in  friends    ' 
paper,   (as  he  recites  it)  that  none  are  to  minijierj  but 
thqfe  that  are  reconciled  to  the  church,  and  have  the  appro- 
bation of  the  elders. 

Rem.  What  is  the  end  of  miniftering,  but  to  gather 
out  of  the  world  into  the  church,  or  to  build  up  the 
church  ?  And  are  they  fit  to  do  either,  who  are  not  re- 
conciled to  the  church  ?  Or  whom  the  Spirit,  life,  and 
power  in  the  church  and  elders  hath  not  unity  with? 

He  further  faith,  'That  God  ivas  in  Chriji,  reconciling 
the  world  unto  himfelf,  and  not  to  the  church  (faith  he)  j 
he  remembers  no  fiich  fcripture. 

Rem.  God  added  to  the  church  fuch  as  ftiould  be 
favedi  and  were  they  not  reconciled  to  it  before  they 
were  added  ?  And  Chrift  faid,  concerning  that  brother 
that  would  not  hear  the  church,  that  he  fhould  be 
looked  upon  as  an  heathen  or  a  publican ;  and  are 
fuch  as  will  not  be  reconciled  to  the  church,  nor  hear 
it,  allowed  by  God  to  minifter,  either  to  gather  into 
the  church,  or  to  build  up  in  it  ?  Ah  1  furely  it  cannot 
be.  There  can  be  no  true  miniftering  out  of  the  life 
and  Spirit  of  the  body,  or  church  that  is  in  God. 
And  all  fuch  as  have  thus  gone  out  from  God,    in 
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whom  the  church  is,  have  miniftered  againft  the  life. 
Spirit,  and  power,  but  not  in  itj  but  in  antichrifl's 
fpirit  and  power,  and  againft.  the  truth. 

Tenthlyt  He  faith,  Chriji  the  light  within^  will  not 
give  his  power  and  authority  out  of  his  own  hand  to  any 
man  or  men ;  for  unto  him  alone  is  all  judgment  in  heaven 
and  in  earth  committed  in  matters  of  con/cience. 

Rem.  Is  Chrift:'s  power  given  out  of  his  hands,  when 
his  life  and  Spirit  in  one  judgeth  concerning  that 
which  is  evil  and  out  of  the  truth  in  another  ?  Doth 
not  the  fpiritual  man  judge  all  things  ?  Doth  iiot 
Chrifl;  teach  and  enable  him  fo  to  do  ?  Is  there  not 
fuch  a  gift  of  his  to  difcern  fpirits  ?  Cannot  the  ear 
that  is  circumcifed,  and  kept  open  by  the  Lord,  try 
fpeeches  and  adlions,  and  difcern  when  they  are  out  of 
the  life,  and  when  in  the  life  ?  And  doth  he  give  the 
power  and  authority  out  of  his  own  hands,  in  enabling 
them  fo  to  do  ?  What  dark  expreflions  are  thefe,  and 
dead  too  j  not  fo  much  as  literally  true  ? 
.  Eleventhly i  He  faith, 'Ci?ri/?  the  light  within  is  able  to 
hreak^  and  he  is  alfo  able  to  bind  up  that  which  he  hath 
broken^  and  to  heal  that  which  he  hath  wounded,  &c» 

Rem.  And  hath  not  Chrift  put  a  fpiritual  rod  and 
fword  into  the  hands  of  his  church  and  miniftry,  with 
which  to  fmite  and  wound,  as  his  Spirit  guides  and 
leads  them  ?  Have  they  not  power  both  to  bind  and 
loofe  as  Chrifl  faith  ?  And  is  not  this  a  wounding  and 
healing  virtue  and  power  ?  After  Chrifl:  had  faid, 
"  Tell  the  church;  but  if  he  negled  to  hear  the 
"  church,  let  him  be  unto  thee  as  an  heathen  man  or 
<*  a  publican  ■"  doth  he  not  immediately  add,  "  Ve- 
**  rily  I  fay  unto  you,  whatfocver  ye  fhall  bind  on 
"  earth,  fhall  be  bound  in  heaven;  and  whatfoever  ye 
"  fhall  loofe  on  earth,  fhall  be  loofed  in  heaven  ?" 
Mat.  xviii.  17,  18.  Is  not  this  power  and  authority 
necefifary  to  the  true  church  ?  What !  a  church,  and 
not  have  power  over  her  own  members  j  but  every  one 
left  to  the  didates  of  what  they  fhall  call  the  light 
within,  and  not  be  fubjed  to  the  judgment  of  the  true 
light,  Spirit,  and  power  of  Chrift,   the  head  in   the 

living 


Remarks  upon  some  Passages,  &c.  ^SS 

living  body?  What  a  church  was  this?  A  mere  Ba- 
bel, and  heap  of  confufion,  a  body  that  would  never 
be  at  unity  in  itfelf.  But  God  is  the  God  of  the  order 
of  his  own  Spirit,  life,  and  power;  and  not  of  fuch 
confufion.  This  do61:rine  may  go  for  truth  in  Babylon, 
but  can  never  be  owned  in  God's  Jerufalem,  where 
his  Spirit  did  build  up  and  defends  the  buildings,  and 
judgcth  out  all  fuch  fandy  and  windy  doctrines,  which 
are  loofe  and  airy,  and  have  not  a  ground  or  bottom 
in  the  truth. 

Twelfth ly^  He  faith,  There  is  fallibility  attends  all 
thofcy  who  are  regenerated^  and  horn  of  the  Spirit  of  Gody 
who  is  light  J  and  that  it  is  poffihle  for  them  to  err  from  th& 
light  again^  ^c. 

Rem.  He  doth  herein  lay  the  ftate  of  the  truly  re- 
generate and  born  of  God  lower  than  the  fcripture 
lays  it.  The  fcripture  faith,  "  Whofoever  is  born  of 
"  God,  doth  not  commit  fin  ;  for  his  feed  remaineth 
*'  in  him,  and  he  cannot  fin,  becaufe  he  is  born  of 
"  God,"  1  John  iii.  9.  And  again,  "  We  know  that 
"  whofoever  is  born  of  God  finneth  not;  but  he  that 
"  is  begotten  of  God  keepeth  himfelf,  and  that  wicked 
*^  one  toucheth  him  not,"  chap.  v.    18. 

There  is  a  gathering  into  the  feed,  and  an  abiding 
in  the  feed;  and  there  the  foul  is  in  the  ftrong  tower, 
and  munition  of  rocks,  where  the  enemy  cannot  reach. 
Adam  in  the  fail  was  in.  a  fallible  ftate.  Is  the  re- 
newed, the  redeemed  ftate  as  fallible?  What  ftate  is 
that  wherein  truth  is  ^o  natural,  and  the  foul  fo  one 
with  it,  that  it  can  do  nothing  againft  the  truth,  but 
for  the  truth,  as  Paul  fpeaks  ?  What  ftate  is  that, 
wiierein  men  overcoming,  ftiall  become  pillars  in  the 
houfe  of  God,  and  fiiall  go  no  more  out?  Rev.  iii.  12. 
But  let  men  be  ever  fo  fallible,  the  infallible  Spirit 
and  power  is  given  to  the  church  of  God,  to  guide 
them  in  true  undcrftandmg  and  judgment,  efpecially 
in  ail  things  that  relate  to  and  concern  them  as  a  body; 
and  they  that  are  of  the  truth,  and  in  the  truth,  love 
the  judgment  of  Chriit  the  head  in  her;  but  they  that 
are  of  another  fpiric,  and  would  have  liberty  out  of 
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the  truth,  to  the  transforming  nature  and  fpirit,  can- 
not abide  it.  What  were  my  life  in  me,  if  it  did  not 
judge  in  me  ?  And  what  were  the  church's  life,  if  it 
did  not  judge  in  her,  and  condemn  all  that  rifeth  up 
from  a  contrary  fpirit  and  nature  ?  What  means  that 
promife,  Ifai.  liv.  17.  "  No  weapon  that  is  formed 
«*  againft  thee  fhall  profper,  and  every  tongue  that 
**  rifeth  againft  thee  in  judgment,  (halt  thou  con- 
"  demn?" 

Yet  he  confefTeth,  That  God  is  infallible,  and  that  no 
fallibility  attends  him  j  but  denies  the  very  regenerate  and 
born  of  the  Sprit  to  be  infallible,  and  that  it  is  pojftble 
for  them  to  err  from  the  light  again  j  the  enemy,  which  is 
the  power  of  darknefs,  prefenting  to  them  the  fruit  of  the 
tree  of  knowledge,  i^c. 

Rem.  If  God  be  infallible,  as  he  confefTeth  (though 
it  is  to  be  queftioned,  whether  from  any  true  know- 
ledge of  his  nature,  or  only  from  the  comprehenfion), 
and  God  beget  children;    into  what  doth   he  beget 
them  ?  Whether  into  a  fallible  nature  and  fpirit,  or 
into  his  own  nature  and  Spirit,  the  leaft  degree  where- 
of is  infallible  ?  When  men  are  truly  turned  to  God, 
there  are  great  and  precious  promifes  made  to  them, 
which   through  faith,  obedience,  and  diligence,  they 
come  to  enjoy,  whereby  they  are  made  "  partakers  of 
"  the  divine  nature,"  2  Pet.  i.  4.     And  when  they 
partake  of   the  "  divine  nature,"  do  they  partake  of 
a  nature  that  is   fallible,  or  infallible  ?  "  He  that  is 
**  joined  to  the  Lord,  is  one  Spirit,"   i  Cor.  vi.   17. 
And  is  that  one  Spirit  a  fallible,  or  infallible  Spirit  ? 
There  is  one  baptifm,  wherewith  the  truly  living  are 
baptized  -,  and  doth  that  baptifm  wafh  away  that  which 
is  fallible  or  no  ?  The  church  of  Chrift,  the  body  of 
Chrift,  the  fpoufe  of  Chrift,  the  chafte  virgin  that  is 
married  to  Chrift,  is  one  with  Chrift:  is  it  one  with 
him  in  fallibility,  or  in  infallibility .?  Bear  with  me, 
for  1  am  conftrained  to  fpeak  thcfe  things  for  truth's 
fake,  for  the  church's  fake  j  yea,  for  Chrift's  fake,  and 
for  the  fakes  of  them  who  cry  up  the  light  within  in 
words,  and  yet  are  deceived  about  it,  and  know  it 
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noti  but  are  erred  from  it,  and  have  fet  up  the  dark* 
nefs  of  antichrift  in  their  minds,  inflead  of  it,  which 
with  them  goes  for  the  true  light;  and  in  this  they 
judge  that  which  is  true,  as  if  it  were  falfe,  and  juftify 
that  which  is  falfe,  as  if  it  were  true,  both  in  them- 
felves  and  others  i  both  which  are  an  abomination  to 
the  Lord. 

He  faith.  Inhere  is  a  fallibility  attends  all  thofe  that  are 
regeneratey  and  born  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 

Rem.  What  all  ?    Thofe  that  come  to  the  highefl 

Eitch,  and  greatefb  growth,  can  they  not  pafs  falli- 
ility,  and  arrive  at  infallibility  in  ameafure,  and  abide 
in  it?  To  be  regenerated  and  born  of  God,  is  an  high 
ftate  J  it  is  not  for  every  notionift  and  comprehender 
to  be  talking  what  is  experienced  there.  There  is  a 
regenerating,  and  a  being  regenerated.  There  is  a 
following  Chrift  In  the  regeneration,  and  there  is  a 
conformity  to  him  in  his  death,  and  in  his  life  too. 
It  is  not  good  for  him  to  be  fpeaking  much  concern- 
ing that  ftate,  but  rather  to  wait  to  be  led  into  it, 
and  to  arrive  at  it  in  the  true  travel.  But  how  he 
that  is  regenerated  is  one  with  Chrift  (and  is  in  the 
meafure  as  he  is)  is  hard  to  be  known,  and  harder  to 
be  uttered.  But  he  that  is  in  this  ftate,  hath  witnefTed 
the  holy  calling,  and  faithfulnefs  to  him  that  called, 
and  the  ele6lion,  and  is  one  of  the  chofen,  or  ele6t 
of  God;  and  Chrift  faith,  fuch  are  beyond  fallibility; 
for  fpeaking  of  falfe  Chrifts,  he  faith,  "  If  it  were 
*^  poflible,  they  ftiould  deceive  the  very  eleft,"  Mat, 
xxiv.   24.  plainly  fignifying,  that  it  is  impolTible. 

Now  their  pojfibility  of  erring  he  lays  upon  the  enemy's 
prefenting  to  them  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  knowledgey  whilfl 
they  are  in  Eden.,  p.  6. 

Rem,  The  enemy's  prefenting  temptations,  doth  not 
imply  a  pofTibility  of  letting  in  the  temptation,  and  fo 
of  erring,  in  all  to  whom  he  doth  prefent  things.  For 
he  prefented  things  to  Chrift,  and  yet  it  was  impofTi- 
ble  for  that  Spirit  and  nature  that  Chrift  was  of,  to  let 
in  his  temptations. 

Z  3  But 


35^         Remarks  upon  some  Passages,  &c. 

But  then,  immediately  in  the  next  words  he  (liew- 
Cth,  How  this  ■pojjihtlity  of  fallivg  is  upon  the  enemy* s  pre- 
Jenting  to  them  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  ;  namely 
thus,  'Their  minds  taking  delight  in  //,  and  they  feeding 
upon  it  J  the  enemy  hath  power  to  draw  their  minds  out  of 
'Eden  again. 

Rem.  The  regenerate  and  born  of  God  are  partak- 
ers of  the  divine  nature,  and  wait  on  God  for  living 
food,  and  receive  it  of  him,  and  live  by  it,  and  can- 
not abide  dead,  dry,  notional  food,  nor  feed  upon  it. 
BlefTed  be  the  Lord,  there  is  that  birth  known,  which 
can  feed  on  nothing  but  life  itfclf.  And  let  the  power 
of  darknefs  prefent  the  fruit  of  the  dead  tree  ever  fo 
often  ;  the  living  babe  will  not  meddle  with  it,  but 
hungers  and  thirfts  after  righteoufnefs,  and  defires  the 
fincere  milk  of  the  pure  living  word,  that  it  may  grow 
thereby.  And  if  this  holy  nature  be  put  into  the 
babe,  how  much  ftronger  is  it  in  thofe  that  are  grown 
in  truth,  and  who  come  to  be  naturalized  into  it,  the 
contrary  nature  being  crucified,  and  flain  in  them  by 
the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  the  new  and  holy  nature  rul- 
ing in  them  ? 

Thirteenthly,  He  faith,  Wherefore  I  do  believe  that  I 
ought  not  to  fubje^  ^yf'^f  ^o  what  the  church  impofeth. 

Rem.  The  church  of  God  under  the  law,  walking 
in  that  outward  covenant,  was  a  glorious  camp  or  bo- 
dy; and  had  outward  power,  according  to  the  out- 
ward law,  appertaining  to  it.  And  the  church  of 
God  under  the  gofpel,  walking  with  God  according 
to  the  covenant  of  the  gofpel,  is  a  glorious,  fpiritual 
body,  and  hath  inward  power  belonging  to  it;  and 
though  not  the  church  merely  as  men,  yet  that  Spirit 
and  power  in  the  church,  ought  to  be  obeyed  by 
every  member  thereof,  in  things  pertaining  to  God. 
So  it  was  in  the  apoftles  days;  they  that  were  not 
diforderly  and  unruly,  were  obedient  to  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  God  in  the  apoftles  and  churches  then, 
2  Cor.  vii.  15.  and  chap.  xxix.  who  had  power  to 
judge  thofe  that  were  within,  i  Cor.  v.  12.  And 
tho&  that  are  indeed  of  God,    will  be  obedient  and 
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fubjed  to  his  Spirit  and  power  in  his  church  now. 
And  there  is  nothing  elfe  defired,  but  obedience  to  the 
Lord,  as  he  moves,  guides,  leads  and  orders,  both  in 
the  particular,  and  in  the  general. 

His  reafons  why  he  doth  not  believe  that  he  ought 
to  fubjeft  himfelf  to  what  the  church  impofeth,  are 
thefe :  For  theuy  faith  he,  I  mufi  believe  that  it  is  God 
in  them^  which  doth  impoje  thcfe  yokes  of  bondage  upon  their 
brethren. 

I^em.  The  church  is  called  into  the  liberty  of  the 
gofpel,  and  her  children  are  born  of  the  word  immor- 
tal, and  of  the  truth  which  makes  free;  and  it  is  not 
the  church's  nature,  either  to  receive  or  impofe  yokes 
of  bondage,  but  to  ftand  faft,  and  to  exhort  all  her 
members  to  ftand  faft,  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Chrift 
hath  made  them  free.  But  where  there  is  any  thing 
unruly,  or  contrary  to  the  power,  that  is  to  be  yoked 
down  by  the  power. 

And  the  particular  waiting  upon  God  in  his  Holy 
Spirit,  light,  and  power ;  the  Spirit,  light,  and  power, 
will  difcover  what  is  diforderly,  and  unruly,  and  not 
of  God  in  the  particular,  and  lay  a  yoke  upon  it. 
The  church  alio  waiting  upon  God,  in  their  meetings 
together  in  his  name,  the  Lord  will  difcover  what  is 
hurtful  to  the  body,  and  contrary  to  the  life  of  the 
body,  and  lay  yokes  upon  it-,  and  he  that  refufeth 
this  yoke,  keeps  alive  that  which  is  impure  and  flefhly, 
and  keeps  down  the  juft  in  himfelf. 

But,  indeed,  he  that  doth  not  believe  God  in  his 
church,  and  that  his  Spirit,  life,  and  power,  fits  as 
King  there;  he  is  not  in  a  capacity  to  obey  aright, 
becaufe  he  doth  not  difcern  nor  acknowledge  that  in 
the  church,  which  alone  is  to  be  obeyed. 

Another  reafon  he  gives  is,  Becaufe  (he  faith)  he 
mu/i  alfo  then  believe  that  the  church  is  infallible^  and 
cannot  err. 

Rem.  The  Spirit  of  God  is  infallible,  the  power 
whereby  the  church  was  gathered  and  built  up,  is  in- 
fallible. Chrift  is  infallible,  and  hath  given  to  his 
church  of  his  infallible  Spirit  i    without   which  they, 
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cannot  be  preferved  or  a6t  aright  ?  and  is  the  church 
in  God  fallible  ?  And  this  Spirit  will  not  fail  them  in 
their  waiting  upon  him  j  and  the  church  which  is  one 
•with  Chrift,  married  to  Chrift,  joined  to  Chrilt,  par- 
taketh  of  his  holy,  living,  and  infallible  nature. 

Judge  in  the  truth,  how  it  would  fuit :  an  holy 
head,  an  unholy  body-,  a  living  head,  a  dead  body; 
an  infallible  head,  an  ele6l  and  chofen  head;  but  a 
body  very  liable  to  be  deceived  and  err.  Hath  not 
the  church  that  Spirit,  that  life,  that  power  of^  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  her  head  with  her,  that  is  able  to 
keep  her  from  erring?  And  is  it  not  her  earneft  travail 
and  defire  to  keep  to  it  herfelf,  and  to  have  all  her 
members  kept  to  it  ?  And  will  not  that  power  keep 
and  preferve  all  that  keep  to  it  ? 

He  addeth  further  to  the  foregoing  words,  Which 
thing  I  cannot  believe,  for  then  I  mujl  believe  theje  ■particu- 
lars following. 

Fir  ft,  I  muft  believe  that  they  are  as  infallible  as  God 
is\  and  that  it  is  as  imfoffihle  for  them  to  err,  as  it  is  for 
Cod  to  err. 

Anf.  No.  A  man  may  believe  that  God  hath  given 
to  his  church  a  glorious  proportion  of  his  Spirit,  to 
dwell  in  them,  and  guide  them,  as  his  fons,  fpoufe, 
and  wife  i  and  that  they  are  married  to  him  that  is  in- 
fallible, and  partake  of  a  blefled  proportion  of  his 
nature  j  and  yet  not  believe  that  they  are  as  infallible 
as  God  is.  The  Lord  is  abfolutely  infallible  of  him- 
felf  J  what  infallibility  the  church  hath,  is  by  gift,  by 
union,  and  communion  with  the  Lord  her  Huftjand 
and  Maker. 

But  doth  he  believe,  or  will  he  go  about  to  main- 
tain, that  the  church  hath  nothing  of  the  infallible 
Spirit  of  her  huft^and  ?  Or  that  ftie  is  to  aft  in  a  falli- 
ble fpirit  ?  Or  that  ftie  is  to  aft:  nothing  at  all  ?  But 
only  direft  men  to  the  light  and  Spirit  within,  and  let 
her  members  alone,  though  ftie  infallibly  (by  the  in- 
fallible Spirit  and  power)  know  that  they  are  deceived 
and  err,  and  fee  (with  the  anointed  eye)  that  they  are 
going  from,  and  afting  contrary  to,  the  light  in  their 
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own  particulars  ?  If  fhe  fliould  do  fo,  fhe  would  fhew 
little  care  over  her  children,  and  fmall  regard  or  faith- 
fulnefs  to  him,  who  hath  entrufted  her  with  his  own 
Spirit  and  power,  for  edification  and  falvation,  and  not 
for  deftruction. 

Secondly,  .That  no  man  or  woman  jhall  ever  attain  to 
any  higher  meajure  of  the  grace  of  God  than  they  \  and  that 
they  are  come  to  the  higheji  revelation  that  can  be  attainable 
by  the  Spirit  of  God. 

AnJ.  The  higheft  meafure  of  life  and  of  the  Spirit 
is  not  necefTary  for  the  government  of  the  church ; 
but  a  true  meafure.  And  a  true  meafure  the  Lord 
hath  ordained  for  his  church  •,  and  Chrill,  the  Head, 
is  not  abfent  from  his  church;  but  prefent  with  it,  to 
fupply  with  what  wifdom  and  power  he  feeth  needful. 
And  where  is  the  attainment  and  growth  in  grace  ?  Is 
it  in  the  church,  or  out  of  the  church  ?  Doth  not  the 
Lord  add  to  the  church  fuch  as  fhall  be  faved  I  And  is 
not  their  growth  there  ?  And  if  any  member  be 
blefled,  and  grow  ever  fo  abundantly  in  grace,  it  is 
the  growth  of  the  church,  and  the  church  is  glad  of 
it.  Now  if  it  be  a  true  growth,  they  would  have 
unity  with  the  church,  and  mind  the  peace  of  the 
church,  and  be  fubjeft  to  the  Spirit  and  pure  power 
of  life  in  the  church;  elfe  their  growth  is  in  another 
fpirit,  which  the  true  church  can  never  own. 

Thirdly,  And  that  there  is  no  more  to  be  made  known  by 
the  Spirit  of  God,  in  the  Jons  and  daughters  of  men^  but 
what  already  is  made  known  to  them. 

Anf.  The  particular's  owning  a  meafure  of  life,  of 
truth,  of  the  Spirit  and  power,  doth  not  argue  there 
is  no  more  to  be  made  icnown  or  revealed  in  the  par- 
ticular. And  the  church's  owning  a  fuller  meafure 
dwelling  in  the  body  than  in  any  one  particular,  (for 
the  greateft  fulnefs  in  any  particular  doth  but  go  to 
make  up  the  largenefs  pr  fulnefs  in  the  body)  doth  not 
argue  that  the  church  fhall  not  grow,  or  be  enlarged 
or  filled  as  it  grows.  But  if  he  intend  the  growth  of 
any  departing  from  the  church,  or  out  of  the  Spirit  of 
life  of  the  church,  who  hath  her  life  from  the  Head, 
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and  is  in  unity  with  the  Head,  that  growth  we  cannot 
but  deny,  finding  it  by  conftant  trial  and  experience 
to  be  a  growth  in  notion  and  comprehenfion,  out  of 
the  feeling  life  and  power. 

Now  this  kind  of  growth  I  do  not  defire  ever  to 
know;  the  Lord  alfo  preferve  others  out  of  it,  and 
open  their  ears  to  hear  the  voice  of  Chrift,  and  of  his 
church,  that  they  may  be  preferved  out  of  it  1  For  had 
this  been  hearkened  and  kept  to,  things  had  been  bet- 
ter with  many,  as  to  their  inward  Hate,  and  true  peace 
with  the  Lord,  than  they  have  been. 

Fourthly,  Or  if  there  be  any  thing  more  to  be  revealed 
hy  the  Spirit  of  Gody  that  God  mill  make  it  known  to  them^ 
and  to  none  elje. 

Anf.  The  true  church  doth  not  limit  God  where  he 
fhail  reveal,  or  not  reveal ;  but  owneth  God  in  what- 
ever it  reveals  in  any  man  upon  the  face  of  the  earth. 
For  being  in  unity  with  God's  Spirit,  and  born  of  the 
immortal  life,  they  are  in  the  feeling  fenfe  and  know- 
ledge of  what  came  from  the  life  in  ages  paft,  or  in 
the  prefent  age,  and  are  in  unity  with  it;  yet  they 
know  the  Lord  revealeth  the  myftery  of  his  truth  and 
kingdom  in  the  churches,  and  the  growth  is  in  the 
churches. 

Now  if  any  in  Lucifer's  nature  will  hearken  to 
that  fpirit  which  defpifeth  God's  church,  and  rend 
from  it,  and  think  to  grow  above  it,  and  expeft  this 
growth  in  their  high  notions  and  comprehenfions  about 
things,  in  that  exalted  mind,  fliould  be  owned  by  the 
church,  they  will  be  miftaken  :  for  the  true  Spirit, 
which  knows  all  things,  and  guides  the  church,  will 
not  guide  the  church  to  own  any  fuch  fpirit  or  growth; 
but  to  judge  and  condemn  it  in  its  greateft  fpreading 
and  exaltation. 

There  were  thofe  in  the  apoftle's  days  who  would 
feem  to  be  grown  high,  and  to  be  fpiritual,  far  above 
the  apoftles,  and  fuch  as  lay  low  in  the  truth,  and 
obeyed  the  holy  commandments,  and  yet  were  far 
fhort  of  their  life,  as  may  be  feen  abundantly  in  his 
epiftles  to  the  church  of  Corinth.     But  what  faith  the 
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apoftle  concerning  fuch  ?  "  If  any  man  think  himfelf 
"  a  prophet,  or  fpiritual,  let  him  acknowledge  the 
*'  things  that  I  write  unto  you  are  the  commandments 
*«  of  the  Lord,"  i  Cor.  xii.  37.  And  did  not  he  give 
commandments  about  thofe  that  were  unruly,  and 
would  not  be  fubjed  to  the  order,  power,  and  govern- 
ment of  God's  Spirit  in  the  church  ?  And  did  not  the 
apoftle  fay  of  unruly  perfons,  and  vain  talkers  and  deceiv- 
ers, that  mouthy  mutt  be  ftopped  ?  Tit.  i.  10,  1 1.  What! 
had  the  church  orminiilers,  inthefirft  promulgation  of 
the  gofpel,  power  to  ftop  mouths  ?  Yea;  in  the  Spirit 
that  was  in  them,  and  with  them,  they  knew  which 
were  the  vain  talkers,  the  unruly,  and  deceivers;  and 
what  mouths  were  to  be  flopped,  and  what  power 
would  ftop  them. 

Fifthly,  he  faith,  Friends^  I  would  have  you  Jerioujly 
take  into  your  Jerious  confideration  Jome  of  your  do^lrines 
and  'principles  which  are  commonly  preached  among  usy 
bow  they  can  Jland  with  God's  Jovereignty^  dominion^  and 
glory i  that  either  the  feed  or  Godfhould  arife  in  man  ? 

Rem.  Chrift  preached  a  feed,  even  the  kingdom, 
like  a  grain  of  muftard  feed,  and  the  feed  fown  in 
man.  Now  if  it  was  fown  in  man,  in  his  earthly 
heart,  nature,  and  fpirit,  then  the  earth  was  over  it, 
and  did  cover  it,  and  it  was  to  fpring  up  or  arife  over 
and  above  the  earth,  and  the  pure  power,  wifdom  and 
glory  of  the  Father  to  appear  to  be  manifefted  in  it. 

Is  this  fuch  a  ftrange  dodrine  to  him  ?  Where  are 
his  fpiritual  fenfes  ?  How  was  he  convinced  .?  Was  it 
without  the  feeling  of  the  feed  ?  If  he  truly  felt  it, 
where  did  he  feel  it  ?  Did  he  not  feel  it  in  the  earth  ? 
Was  there  not  much  over  it? 

I  am  fure  we,  who  were  truly  convinced,  felt  it  fo ; 
felt  the  pure  feed  under  fuffering,  the  pure  life  under, 
the  pure  meafure  of  truth  under,  and  much  of  the 
earth  over  it,  the  Lamb  flain  inwardly  by  fin  and 
tranfgreflion  i  and  blefled  be  the  Lord,  we  felt  alfo  the 
earth  judged,  and  removed  out  of  its  place;  the  earth 
ploughed  up,  and  the  feed  fpringing  over  all  that  is 
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earthly,  and  growing  up  in  that  which  God  made  new, 
over  that  which  was  old. 

And  did  not  God  arife  outwardly,  in  the  manifefta- 
tion  of  his  power  outwardly,  among  the  outward 
Jews  ?  And  doth  not  he  arife  inwardly,  in  the  mani- 
feftation  of  his  power  inwardly,  among  the  inward 
Jews  ?  Are  the  enemies  ever  fcattered  inwardly  till 
God's  arifing  inwardly  ?  What  kind  of  convincement 
or  growth  hath  that  man  been  acquainted  with,  who 
never  experienced  thefe  things  ? 

Now  having  prop'ofed  this,  he  afketh  fome  queftions, 
which  as  the  Lord  fhall  open  my  heart  I  may  return 
anfwers  toj  not  after  a  notional  way,  but  as  the  Lord 
hath  given  me  the  knowledge,  feelipg,  and  experience 
of  the  thing. 

His  firft  queftion  is,  Whether  the  Lights  or  Spiril, 
Seed,  and  God,  be  not  all  one  and  the  fame  thing  ? 

AnJ.  God  is  the  fulnefs,  the  feed  is  a  meafure  and 
manifeftation  of  him,  the  infinite  fulnefs.  And  as  he 
is  light  and  Spirit,  fo  the  feed  that  comes  from  him, 
or  that  the  good  hufbandman  fows,  is  light  and  Spirit 
alfo. 

His  fecond  queftion  is,  How  came  this  feed  of  God  td 
he  under,  or  beneath,  in  man  ? 

Anf.  Any  man  that  knows  the  truth  in  holy  expe- 
rience, and  hath  been  tempted,  and  let  in  fin  upon 
him,  may  know  what  comes  then  under,  and  how  it 
comes  under.  The  Spirit  by  fin  is  grieved  j  yea,  the 
Holy  Spirit  may  be  quenched,  and  man  may  crucify 
to  himfelf  the  Lord  of  glory. 

His  third  and  fourth  queftions  are.  What  fhall  raife 
it  up  ?  And,  By  what  ? 

Anfwer  to  both.  The  power  of  God,  the  Spirit  of 
God,  the  life  of  God,  entering  into  its  own  in  man, 
entering  into  the  witnefs,  raifeth  it  up,  brings  that 
under  which  refifted,  opprefled,  and  kept  it  down. 
The  power  of  the  Almighty,  by  his  out-ftrctched  arm, 
crulheth  Pharaoh  inwardly,  and  brings  his  fpiritual 
feed  out  of  fpiritual  Egypt,  Sodom,  and  Babylon  j  in 
^U  which  the  Lord,  in  all   ages>  hath  inwardly  and 
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fpiritually  been  crucified  by  them  that  have  refifted  his 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  pure  manifeftations  thereof;  for 
what  is  done  to  it,  is  done  to  him.  "  Saul,  Saul, 
*'  why  perfecuteft  thou  me  ?" 

Laftly,  Whether  the  appearance  of  God  in  man^  to  man 
hy  his  Spirit y  be  not  for  the  quickening  and  raifing  of  many 
both  Joul  and  body^  out  of  a  ftate  of  bondage  and  capti- 
vity  ? 

Anf  Yes,  it  is ;  but  how  doth  God  raife  up  man  ? 
Is  it  not  by  joining  him  to  his  feed,  and  caufing  him 
to  bow  to  his  feed,  and  fuffer  with  his  feed,  and  deny 
that  which  is  contrary  to  his  feed  j  fo  that  the  feed, 
which  hath  been  grieved  and  burdened  with  fm  and 
iniquity,  may  rife  up  over  it,  and  crulh  the  head  of 
the  ferpent,  in  the  authority,  power  and  dominion  of 
the  Father's  life  ?  Who  of  the  redeemed-ones,  that 
have  witnefTed  true  redemption,  have  not  witnefled 
God  bringing  that  up  which  was  down,  low,  deep  in 
the  heart,  and  bringing  that  down  which  was  high  and 
exalted  over  it  ? 

But  for  the  raifing  of  God,  that  is  but  his  mifre- 
prefentation  of  this  found  dodtrine,  and  holy  expe- 
rience :  for  Chrift  himfelf,  who  was  God,  and  the 
refurredlion  and  the  life;  yet  the  Godhead  was  not 
raifed  in  him,  but  the  refurredion  and  the  life  raifed 
that  body.  And  that  of  him,  which  he  foweth  in  us, 
and  which  differeth  in  the  foul,  through  the  foul's  fin, 
he  raifeth  up  in  his  own  holy  dominion,  in  them  that 
come  to  fuffer  with  it,  and  to  bear  the  crofs  with  that 
which  crucifieth  fin. 

This  is  found  do6lrine,  and  found  experience, 
univerfally  experienced  by  all  that  know  the  inward 
truth,  and  have  fubjedled  to  it.  They  have  felt  what 
truth  was,  and  where  it  was;  and  what  it  is,  and 
where  it  is;  and  what  they  are  in  it,  and  by  it;  blef- 
fings  and  praifes  over  all  unto  him,  who  by  the  work- 
ing of  his  mod  glorious  power,  hath  brought  this 
about  in  a  remnant  whom  the  Lord  hath  vifited  and 
Ihewn  mercy  to. 

Let 
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Let  him  wait  for  true  underftanding  from  him  Whd 
is  able  to  give  it,  and  anfwer  me  this  one  queftion 
then.  Doth  not  the  devil^  the  enemy  of  mankind^  hunt 
after  the  precious  life^  even  in  thoje  that  come  to  witnefs 
redemption  in  meajure  from  him  ?  And  if  at  any  time 
they  hearken  to  his  temptationsy  and  let  him  in,  doth  not 
the  life  receive  a  wound  ?  Is  not  the  Spirit  grieved  ?  Is  not 
the  tender^  righteous,  living  plant  hurt  ? 

Oh  !  the  tender  mercy  of  God  to  permit  his  truth, 
his  feed,  his  Son,  not  only  to  fuffer  for  man  without 
the  gates  of  Jerufalem,  but  alfo  to  fuffer  in  man,  even 
in  the  ftreets  of  Sodom,  where  our  Lord  was  in  ages 
paft  crucified,  and  is  fpiritually  crucified  to  this  day  ! 
Rev.  xi.  8.  /£«!  , 

He  faith,  ^he  kingdom  of  heaven  is  within  all  men  and 
women,  and  heaven  is  above  hell,  and  the  light  is  above 
darknefs,  P*  7* 

Rem.  If  he  mean  that  their  nature  is  fo,  I  grant  it; 
but  if  he  mean  that  heaven,  or  the  light  which  is 
heavenly,  is  uppermoft  in  men  who  are  under  the 
kingdom  and  power  of  darknefs,  he  is  utterly  mif- 
taken  :  for  in  the  kingdom  where  Satan  and  antichrift 
reign,  antichrift  is  there  exalted  (in  that  heart)  above 
all  that  is  called  God  i  even  above  the  light.  Spirit, 
and  power  which  ought  to  be  worfhipped  and  obeyed 
there,  but  is  not :  and  there  is  need  of  the  arm  and 
power  of  God  to  be  awakened,  and  to  put  on  ftrength 
there,  to  cut  Rahab,  wound  the  Dragon,  and  bring 
him  under,  and  to  bring  up  the  feed  into  his  heavenly 
authority,  dominion,  and  power  (which  is  due  unto 
it)  in  that  heart. 

He  faith.  The  feed  is  to  redeem,  and  not  to  be  re- 
deemed. 

Rem.  This  is  true,  relating  to  the  feed,  as  it  is  in 
itfelf :  but  as  God  has  beftowed  it  on  man,  given  it 
as  a  gift  in  man,  and  it  condefcends  to  his  condition, 
defcending  into  the  lower  parts  of  the  earth,  and  fuf- 
fcring  with  man,  that  it  might  bring  man  into  its 
death  and  fufferings,    and  fo  raife  him  in  and  with 

itfelf  J 
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itfelf  J  fo  the  mighty  power  of  life,  from  whence  it 
came,  is  to  be  revealed  in  it,  and  bring  it  out  of 
Egypt,  and  the  darknefs  wherein  it  finds  man,  and  in 
the  tender  love  of  God  to  man,  bears  a  fhare  with 
him.  It  is  not  only  the  Jew  outwardly  that  pierced 
Chrift,  but  the  foul  inwardly  by  tranfgreffion  pierceth 
his  life  and  Spirit ;  and  as  it  comes  to  true  fenfe  and 
faith,  looks  upon  him  whom  he  hath  pierced  by  fin, 
and  mourns  bitterly  over  him,  and  turns  from  and 
hates  that  fin  whereby  it  pierced  him. 

He  faith,  'The  feed  in  both  man  and  woman  is  both  God 
and  Chrijl^  and  is  above  the  feed  of  the  ferpent  in  ally  and 
be  is  in  himfelfy  &c.  p.  7. 

Rem.  Who  denies  that  God  and  Chrift,  and  the 
holy  feed,  which  are  one  in  nature,  though  not  in 
meafure  and  fulnefs,  as  he  is  in  himfelf,  is  above  the 
{tt<\  of  the  ferpent  ? 

He  addeth  further.  Neither  hath  man's  mind  been  Jo 
blinded^  that  he  could  not  fee  his  fins  by  the  light ,  p.  8, 
1.  38.   (as  correfted  by  the  errata.) 

Rem.  There  is  an  eye  that  the  God  of  this  world 
blinds,  that  it  may  not  fee  the  glorious  fhinings  of  the 
light,  2  Cor.  iv.  3,  4.  And  the  eye  that  is  blind 
cannot  fee,  till  God  opens  it.  The  outward  eye  can- 
not fee  the  fhining  of  the  outward  fun,  but  as  it  is 
opened  ;  nor  can  the  inward  eye  fee  inward  things,  but 
as  the  Lord  opens  it.  Paul  was  fent  to  the  Gentiles, 
to  open  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from  darknefs 
to  light.  Acts  xxvi.  iB.  So  that  man's  eye  is  blinded, 
that  though  the  light  fhine  in  the  darknefs,  yet  he 
cannot  fee,  nor  walk  in  the  way  of  the  light,  but  as 
God  anoints  and  opens  his  eye  j  <'  anoint  thine  eyes 
"   with  eye-falve,  that  thou  mayeft  fee,"  Rev.  iii.  18. 

But  I  befeech  him,  in  the  tender  bowels  of  love 
to  confider  where  his  Handing  is,  and  what  it  is  in 
him,  that  brings  forth  thefe  things  j  for  I  am  fure  it 
is  not  the  true  light,  wherewith  God  hath  fliined  in 
the  hearts  of  his  people,  and  doth  (hine  at  this  day. 
He  miftakes  the  true  light  in  others,  and  calls  it  dark- 
nefs j 
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nefs ;  and  alfo  miftakes  the  darknefs  in  himfelf,  and 
calls  it  light :  and  whither,  after  this  rate,  may  he 
wander  in  his  uncertain  notions  and  comprehen- 
fions  ;  and  while  he  is  thus  talking  of  God,  and 
heaven,  and  the  light  within,  let  him  take  heed  left 
he  be  found  among  them  who  blafpheme  God,  and 
his  tabernacle,  and  them  that  dwell  in  heaven  ? 

What  I  have  hitherto  took  notice  of,  may  fufHci- 
ently  manifeft,  even  to  himfelf,  could  he  retire  low 
enough,  where  the  true  underftanding  and  knowledge 
is  given,  how  he  hath  erred  from  the  true  light,  and 
but  pretended  to  it,  and  not  been  led  by  it,  in  what 
he  hath  now  writ. 

As  for  the  other  part  of  his  book,  though  I  could 
fay  much  to  it,  if  the  Lord  did  require  me  j  yet  find- 
ing it  chiefly  to  be  matter  of  notion  and  criticifm,  my 
heart  is  not  engaged  to  meddle  with  it;  for  it  is  not 
in  me,  to  bring  people  into  fuch  critical  difputes, 
about  an  invifible  man,  or  invifible  woman,  or  who 
was  the  firft  invifible  man  ;  which  one  while  he  feems 
tO'Call  God  or  Chrift,  another  while  the  fon  of  perdi- 
tion, or  power  of  darknefs,  the  firft  invifible  man,  as 
p.  21.  for  which  I  am  fatisfied,  he  can  produce  no 
fcripture  ;  which  he  requires  of  friends  for  what  they 
aflert. 

1  muft  confefs,  I  fee  no  profit  in  his  meddling  with 
fuch  things  j  but  rather  a  drawing  the  minds  of  the 
people  into  forbidden  knowledge,  and  airy  compre- 
henfion  about  the  heavenly  things,  and  feeding  that 
part  in  themfelves,  which  fhould  ndt  thus  be  fuffered 
to  fly  aloft,  but  be  kept  under. 

And  happy  were  it  for  him,  if  he  could  feel  the 
truth,  feed  and  life  (which  is  grieved  in  him),  rife 
above  them,  trample  them  down,  and  reign  over  them : 
but  he  muft  experience  great  humility,  and  a  long 
travel,  before  he  can  come  to  witnefs  this. 

As  for  his  denying  himfelf  to  be  of  us  -,  indeed  he 
hath  fufficiently  manifefted  by  this  book,  and  by  his 
ftrange  notions  and  comprchenfions  therein,  that  he 

is 
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is  not  of  us  i  but  a  ftranger  to  that  life,  fpirit  and 
power,  which  hath  gathered,  guideth,  and  preferveth 
us  out  of  fuch  paths  as  thefe. 

And  oh  !  that  he  did  not  hug  fo  many  notions  (and 
thofe  very  flrange  ones  too,  contrary  to  the  truth  and 
holy  experience,  in  the  hearts  of  God's  redeemed  ones, 
and  the  holy  fcriptures,  as  hath  been  already  fhewed), 
and  get  fuch  comprehenfions  into  his  brain,  concern- 
ing the  faving  power  j  but  wait  to  defcend,  and  come 
down  thither,  where  he  may  feel  it  in  his  heart,  and 
that  will  preferve  him  for  the  future  from  fuch  con- 
tradiftions  and  confufions,  which  the  other  part  of  his 
book  is  alfo  too  full  of ;  which,  if  the  Lord  pleafe, 
he  may  draw  forth  fome  other  to  lay  open,  for  the 
vindication  of  truth,  and  its  true  teftimony,  from  his 
fpirit  and  falfe  teftimony,  uttered  in  very  ftrange  and 
extravagant  expreflions  ;  not  at  all  fuitable  to  the 
nature  of  the  truth,  but  rather  to  the  nature  of  that 
dark  fpirit  from  whence  it  came  j  which  the  Lord  o£ 
his  tender  mercy  manifeft  to  him,  and  redeem  him 
from,  into  a  tender,  living,  humble  fenfe  of  the  meek 
and  lowly  principle  of  life  in  the  heart. 
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SINCE  the  writing  of  the  former,  and  my  not 
intending  to  meddle  with  the  reft,  there  hath 
foiiiething  lain  upon  me,  as  to  fome  few  pafTages 
therein  alfo,  to  write  a  few  words,  by  way  of  tefti- 
mony, to  one  or  two  particulars  therein  :  but  that 
which  mainly  lay  upon  me,  was  fomewhat  in  relation 
to  his  Poftfcript ;  he  looking  upon  it  as  fo  unanfwer- 
able,  and  yet  fo  plain  and  clear  an  anfwer  arifing  to  it 
in  my  heart. 

Firjf,  As  to  his  main  controverfy  with  friends,  about 
the  Chriji  that  died  at  Jerufalem    (he  affirming,  That 

Vol.  IV.  A  a  neither 
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neither  jufttfication  nor  condemnation  is  by  him  j  and  fC* 
preaching  friends,  as  having  gone  hack  to  the  frofejfors 
Chrifi  and  Saviour ^  who  died  without  the  gates  of  Jeru- 
falem,  as  p.  17.  21.  26.)  i  this  is  in  my  heart  to  fay  : 

Rem.  IsChrift  divided  ?  Is  there  one  Chrift  that  died 
without  the  gates  of  Jerufalem,  and  another  that  did 
not  die  ?  Or  is  it  not  the  fame  Lord  Jefus  Ghrift,  who 
died  without  the  gates  of  Jerufalem,  according  to  the 
flefh,  and  yet  was  then  alive  in  the  fpirit  ?  Do  we 
afRrm  that  the  Godhead  died  ?  (No,  we  do  not  fo 
much  as  affirm,  that  his  foul  died,  as  he  doth,  p.  19.) 
but  according  to  the  flefh  he  died  j  that  is,  he  who 
was  the  refurreftion,  and  the  life,  laid  down  his  life, 
and  took  it  up  again,  according  to  the  commandment 
of  his  Father. 

Thus  we  have  been  taught  of  God  to  believe,  and 
thus  to  hold  it  forth.  And  we  have  no  other -jultifier, 
condemner.  Saviour,  or  intercefTor,  than  he  that  laid 
down  the  life  of  the  body,  offering  it  up  a  facrifice 
to  his  Father,  without  the  gates  of  Jerufalem.  "  Who 
*'  is  he  that  juftifieth  ?"  Is  it  not  God,  in  and  through 
him  ?  And,  "  Who  is  he  that  condernneth  ?  Is  it  not 
"  Chrifi  that  died  ?"  And  where  did  he  die  ?  Was  it 
not  without  the  gates  of  Jerufalem  ?  "  Yea  rather, 
*«  that  is  rifen  again,"  &c.  Rom.  viii.  23i  34- 

Secondly,  The  next  thing  that  lies  upon  me  to  take 
notice  of,  is  writing  againfl  fenfe,  and  difowning  the 
exhortation  to  come  to  a  fenfe,  and  to  wait  in  a  fenfe, 
and  abide  in  a  fenfe,  &c.  as  p.  25. 

Rem,  Though  I  have  given  a  touch  at  this  already, 
in  the  foregoing  part,  yet  there  is  fomewhat  more  lies 
upon  me.  The  inward  man,  the  new  man,  the  fpiri- 
tual  man,  hath  inward  and  fpiritual  fenfes.  Chrifl's 
Iheep  have  fpiritual  ears  to  hear  his  voice  with  -,  and 
a  fpiritual  eye  is  given  to  the  fpiritual  man,  to  fee 
him  who  otherwife  is  invifible. 

There  is  alfo  a  fpiritual  tafle  to  favour  and  diflin- 
guifh  between  that  which  is  living,  and  that  which  is 
dead  j  between  that  which  is  corrupt  and  unwhole- 

fome. 
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fome,  and  that  which  is  wholefome  food :  and  by  the 
exercife  of  thefe  fenfes,  the  children  of  God  become 
more  and  more  Ikilful  in  difcerning  between  good 
and  evil,  Heb.  v.  14.  And  in  this  living  fenfe,  the 
eled  cry  unto  God  againft  their  enemies,  and  are  heard 
and  preferved  by  him,  and  fhall  in  due  time  be  fully 
delivered,  Luke  xviii.  7,  8. 

The  truly  living  are  truly  fenfible.  Indeed,  if  he 
could  take  away  the  fenfe  of  life^  and  the  judgment 
of  life  from  God's  people,  it  were  an  eafy  matter  to 
deceive  them  with  fuch  kind  of  notions  and  compre- 
henfions,  as  he  hath  brought  forth  in  this  his  book. 
But  the  Lord  hath  given  a  living  fenfe  or  fenfes  to  his, 
and  pure  living  judgment  therein  -,  which  their  minds 
being  kept  to,  it  is  impoffible  for  this  fpirit,  or  any 
fuch  like,  with  all  its  inchantments,  to  prevail  upon 
them,  becaufe  the  (beep's  ear  knows  the  found  and 
voice  of  life,  from  the  found  and  voice  of  death,  let 
antichrift  transform  in  any  of  his  minifters  ever  fq 
myfterioufly. 

He  faith,  God  is  not  a  fenfes  nor  is  his  Spirit  a  fenfe. 

Rem.  It  is  not  for  him,  in  his  notional  way,  to  fay 
what  God  is;  he  that  made  the  eye,  fhall  not  he  fee  ? 
Fie  that  made  the  ear,  fliall  not  he  hear  ?  Doth  he 
beget  his  children  into  a  living  fenie,  and  beflow  living 
fenfes  upon  them  ?  And  hath  not  he  the  thing  in  him- 
felf  much  more  ? 

But  let  me  afk  him  this  queflion  j  did  God,  the 
holy  begetter  of  life,  ever  beget  him  into  a  living 
fenfe  ?  It  not,  he  was  never  of  us  ;  if  the  Lord  did, 
let  him  wait  to  be  begotten  fo  again,  and  he  fliall  foon 
be  one  of  us  again,  and  judge  in  the  true  Spirit,  life, 
and  power,  what  he  hath  here  writ  and  publifhed 
abroad  in  the  wrong  j  and  he  fliall  no  longer  believe, 
that  this  his  writing  was  written  from  the  teftimony 
of  Jefus  in  him  (as  he  exprelTeth,  p.  21.),  but  fhall 
experience  the  life  of  Jefus  condemning  it  in  his  own 
heart,  as  I  am  fure  it  hath  done  and  doth  in  mine, 
and  cannot  but  do  in  all  that  have  been  gathered  to, 
and  abide  in,  that  which  keepeth  livingly  fenfible. 

A  a  2  Thirdly, 
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thirdly.  The  third  thing,  and  that  which  moft  lies 
upon  me,  is  that  charge  of:'  his  upon  friends,  I'hat  they 
do  Jhew  more  homage,  reverence,  and  obedience  to  the  form 
outwardly,  than  to  the  power  of  God  inwardly  ;  and  that 
they  worfhip  the  form  beyond  the  power,  becaufe  they  keep 
their  hats  on  when  they  wait  and  worfhip  in  ftlence  ;  but 
in  public  prayer,  both  men  and  women  either  fland  up,  or 
elfe  kneel  down,  and  the  men  all  put  off  their  hats :  herein 
(he  faith)    they  worfhip,  reverence,    and  adore  the  form 
outwardly  j  and  the  words,  more  than  the  word  of  life  in 
their  hearts,  &c.     'Hhis  pra5lice  he  would  have  them  vin- 
dicate, if  they  can  :  indeed  he  hath  Jufficiently  condemned 
it,  and  more  than  God  hath  allowed  him  to  do,  or  will 
jufiify  him  in. 

Rem.  The  thing  is  nakedly  and  plainly  thus ;  the 
great  God,  by  the  arm  of  his  power,  hath  gathered 
a  people  to  himfelf,  and  taught  them  to  worfhip  him 
in  his  own  Spirit  and  truth  -,  yea,  he  hath  taught  us 
to  be  continually  retired,  and  upon  our  watch,  and 
in  his  fear  •  eyeing  and  regarding  him  in  all  wc  do. 

Befides  this,  he  hath  appointed  us  folemn  times  of 
meeting  together  to  worjfhip  him  ;  in  which  times  we 
do,  in  a  more  folemn,  and  after  a  more  efpecial  man- 
ner, retire  to  feel  his  prefence  with  us,  and  holy  Spirit 
and  power  working  in  our  hearts,  and  miniftering  to 
us.  And,  blefled  be  the  Lord,  he  is  ftill  found,  ac- 
cording to  his  promife,  in  the  midfl  of  us ;  and  doth 
give  us  pure  breathings  after  him,  and  pure  fenfe  of 
him,  and  pure  praifes  to  him  j  even  praifes  from,  and 
in,  that  which  is  pure. 

Yet,  while  we  are  fitting  thus  waiting,  or  when 
breathings  or  praifes  arife,  we  are  not  taught  or  re- 
quired of  the  Lord  to  pull  off  our  hats,  or  kneel  on 
our  knees. 

But  when  the  Lord  moveth  and  calleth  any  forth 
(for  the  afiembly,  or  in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf 
of  the  affembly)  to  offer  prayer  or  praifes  to  God  ; 
then,  to  fignify  our  unity  in  the  Spirit,  and  our  joint 
reverence  to  our  God,  we  are  moved  either  to  kneel, 

or 
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or  fland,  as  the  Lord  fhall  incline  our  hearts,  and  to 
uncover  our  heads  before  him.  And  in  this  we  do 
not  adore  the  form,  as  our  God  knoweth  and  beareth 
witnefsj  but  him  who  hath  taught  us  the  form,  and 
who  teacheth  us  to  continue  therein,  and  juftifieth  us 
in  the  ufe  and  pradice  thereof. 

And  what  fpirit  is  this  that  condemneth  us  after 
this  vaunting  manner,  as  if  he  had  brought  forth  fuch 
a  manifeft  evidence  of  our  adoring  the  form,  as  could 
not  be  anfwered  ? 

The  lad  thing  which  lies  on  me  to  take  notice  of, 
is  thofe  words  about  the  clofe  of  his  poftfcripti  I  have 
yet  another  hooky  that  is  wi'itlen  in  and  from  the  Spirit  of 
God ;  the  tendency  of  which  book  is,  for  the  overthrowing 
of  all  antichrijl's  minifers  in  this  nation,  &c. 

Rem.  This  teftimony  lies  on  my  heart  concerning 
him,  that  he  is  not  in  a  condition,  or  capacity,  to 
write  or  fpeak  in  or  from  God's  Spirit.  He  may  pre- 
tend to  have  written  this,  or  to  write  another  book, 
from  God's  Spirit,  but  he  doth  but  take  the  name  of 
the  Lord  in  vain  in  fo  doing,  and  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  will  without  doubt,  through  fome  of  thofe  that 
are  in  him  that  is  true,  give  a  fure  and  certain  found, 
and  teftimony,  againft  his  falfe  pretences. 

Oh  !  that  he  could  indeed  think,  or  write,  or  fpeak 
againft  antichrift's  minifters,  and  againft  the  fpirit  of 
antichrift;  which  if  ever  he  be  able  from  God  to  do, 
he  muft  firft  fee  how  antichrift  hath  prevailed  over 
him,  and  darkened  him,  and  how  he  dwelleth  and 
reigneth  in  his  heart,  as  if  he  were  God  j  yea,  he  muft 
deny  his  prefent  light  and  fpirit,  and  call  it  no  more 
Chrift  •,  but  feel  that  which  is  now  little  and  low  in 
him  rife  (through  his  fenfe  of  it,  and  fubjeclion  to  it) 
over  that  which  is  now  fo  high,  and  fo  exalted  above 
the  meafure  of  truth  in  his  own  heart ;  which,  if  it 
were  fo,  or  might  once  be  fo,  how  glad  would  my 
foul  be  for  his  fake,  which  is  now  grieved  to  fee  him 
fo  lifted  up,  and  fo  miftaken,  and  fo  deeply  to  err, 
both  concerning   himfelf,  and  God*s  people,  church, 

A  a  3  and 


574  POSTSCRIPT. 

and  minifters,  and  concerning  God's  light  and  Spirit ; 
denying,    debafing,  and   calling  down  that,    to  exalt 
hinnfelf  j  that  fo  he  might  fet  up  the  wrong  inftead  of 
the  right,  and  be  juftified  and  owned  by  the  one,  fee- 
ing he  cannot  by  the  other  ! 

The  Lord,  if  it  be  his  will,  in  tender  mercy  to 
him,  bring  him  down  from  his  high  feat,  and  exalt 
that  holy  blood  of  the  covenant,  which  is  now  tram- 
pled under  foot  by  him,  that  his  foul  may  be  faved, 
^nd  not  perifli  for  ever  (in  the  day  that  never  fhall 
have  end)  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  from 
the  glory  of  his  power,     Amen. 


SOME 


SOME 

Misrepresentations  of  Me, 

CONCERNING 

CHURCH-GOVERNMENT,    cleared. 

AND     THE 

Power  and  Authority  of  GOD's  Spirit, 
in  Governing  his  CHURCH,  teflified  to. 

By  one  whom  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  make  a  Member  of  the 
Church,  which  he  hath  gathered,  and  preferveth  by  his  own 
Almighty  Arm ;  who  accounteth  it  his  Duty  and  Honour  in  the 
Lord,  to  be  fubject  to  the  Government  and  Ordering  of  his 
Spirit  and  Power  in  his  Church, 

ISAAC      PENINGTON. 


"  That  ye  fubmit  yourfelves  unto  fuch,  and  to  every  one  that 
*'  helpeth  with  us,  and  laboureth,"   i  Cor.  xvi.   16. 

"  Obey  them  that  have  the  rule  over  you,  and  fubmit  yourfelves ; 
"  for  they  watch  for  your  fouls,  as  they  that  muft  give  account, 
*'  that  they  may  do  it  with  joy,  and  not  with  grief;  for  that  is 
**  unprofitable  for  you,"  Heb.  xiii.   17. 

*<  Likewife,  ye  younger,  fubmit  yourfelves  unto  the  elder ;  yea, 
**  all  of  you  be  fubjeft  one  to  another,  and  be  clothed  with 
**  humility :  for  God  refilleth  the  proud,  and  giveth  grace  to 
*'  the  humble,"   i  Pet,  v.  5. 

**  And  be  not  drunk  with  wine,  wherein  is  excefs :  but  be  filled 
**  with  the  Spirit,  and  fubmitting  yourfelves  one  to  another  in 
'^  the  fear  of  God/'  Ephef.  v.   18,  21. 


A  a  4 
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THE 
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UPON  occafion  of  the  fufFerIng  of  onr  dear  friends 
and  brethren  in  New-England,  cruel  imprifon- 
ments,  many  hard  ufageSj  and  at  laft  (fome  of  them) 
death  itfelf,  for  their  obedience  and  faithful  teftimonv" 
to  the  Lord,  and  his  precious  truth  ;  and  becaufe  of 
the  undue  covering  thereof,  by  the  grounds  and  caufes 
produced  to  juftify  their  proceedings  ;  I  was  engaged 
to  fhew  the  nakednefs  and  unreafonablenefs  thereof,  in 
a  book,  intituled,  "  iVn  Examination  of  the  Grounds 
'^'^  and  Caufes,  which  are  faid  to  induce  the  Court  of 
"  Bollon  in  New-England,  to  make  that  Order  or 
"  Law  of  Banifhment  againft  the  Qjltakers,  &c." 
Whereunto  fomewhat  was  added  (being  very  proper 
to  the  fubje6l  in  hand)  about  the  authority  and  go- 
vernment which  Chrift  excluded  out  of  his  church, 
which  alfo  occafioned  fomewhat  concerning  the  true 
church-government. 

Now  this  latter  part  (about  church-government) 
hath  been  fo  mifreprefented,  as  if,  becaufe  the  wrong 
church-government  was  excluded,  the  exclufion  of  all 
church-government  was  intended  by  me,  there  being 
no  notice  taken  of  my  owning  the  true  church-govern- 
ment, but  only  fome  pafiages  of  my  difowning  the 
falfc  produced,  as  if  they  intended  to  overturn  and 
deny  all  church-government,  which  never  was  intended 
by  me  :  for  in  that  very  book,  which  is  thus  made  ufe 
of,  I  did  pofitively  affirm  the  necefTity  and  ufe  of  thf^ 
true  church-government,  which  may  more  fully  appeal 
in  that  which  hereafter  follows. 

S  O  xVI  E 
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SOME 

Mifreprefentations  of  Me, 

CONCERNINQ 

CHURCH-GOVERNMENT, 


FOR  the  manifefting  that  I  am  mifreprefented, 
and  the  clearing  of  my  innocency  from  thofe  mif- 
reprefentations, this  is  on  my  heart  j 

Firft,  To  fet  down  thofe  words  which  John  Penny- 
man  hath  cited  out  of  that  part  of  my  book  which 
fpeaks  of  the  authority  and  government  which  Chrift 
excluded  out  of  his  church. 

Secondly,  To  add  fomewhat,  in  way  of  confirmation 
of  that  truth  and  tender  fenfe,  which  was  then  upon 
my  heart. 

Thirdly,  To  propofe  fome  queftions,  as  I  (hall  find 
them  arife  in  my  heart,  further  to  open  and  manifeft 
the  intent  of  my  heart  in  this  thing. 

Fourthly,  To  annex  fomewhat,  which  is  mentioned 
and  immediately  added  in  the  very  fame  part  of  the 
book,  concerning  true  church-government ;  which 
plainly  manifefteth  that  I  was  not  againft  the  true 
church-government,  nor  did  mention  or  intend  any 
of  thofe  things  to  hinder,  deny,  or  oppofe  the  true 
church-government,  of  which  I  do  there  infer  an  abfa- 
lute  neceffity. 
'  Fifthly, 
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Fifthly,  It  is  on  my  h^art  to  add  a  few  confiderations 
further,  concerning  the  neceflity,  ufefuinefs,  and  bene- 
fit of  the  true  church-government. 

The  firfl  words  John  Pennyman  cites  out  of  this 
part  of  my  book,  concerning  the  authority  and  go- 
vernment which  Chrift  excluded  out  of  his  church, 
from  Matt.  xx.  25.  to  29.  are  thefe. 

*  Here  Chrift  cuts  off  that  power  and    authority, 

*  which  grows  up  in  the  corrupt  nature  of  man,  which 
«  was  ever  and  anon  fpringing  up  even  in  the  difciples  ; 
'  here  he  wholly  excludes  it  out  of  his  church,  and 
«  faith  exprefly,  he  would  have  no  fuch  thing  amongft 

*  them,  no  fuch  kind  of  greatnefs,  no  fuch  kind  of 

*  authority.' 

Confirm,  It  is  the  full  belief  of  my  heart,  that  Chrift 
hath  cut  off  that  power  and  authority  which  grows  up 
in  the  corrupt  nature  of  man,  and  wholly  excluded 
it  out  of  his  church,  even  very  exprefly  in  this  fore- 
cited  fcripcure ;  plainly  fignifying  therein,  that  he 
would  have  no  fuch  kind  of  greatnefs,  no  fuch  kind  of 
authority  among  his  gathered  and  chofen  people. 

^efi.  But  doth  this  fignify  or  imply,  that  he  would 
have  no  authority  at  all  ?  Doch  this  exclude  the  autho- 
rity and  government  of  his  Spirit  and  power  in  his 
church  ?  Doth  not  he,  notwithftanding  this,  fiy,  "  Go 
"  tell  the  church  ?"  And  enjoin  the  members  of  the 
church  to  hear  the  church,  upon  the  penalty  of  being 
accounted  heathens  and  publicans  ?  And  did  not  the 
Holy  Ghoft  make  and  appoint  overfeers  over  the 
church  ?  Aflsxx.  28.  And  what  is  an  overfeer  ?  Or  in 
what  were  they  to  overfee  ?  Were  they  not  to  overfee  in 
the  true  light,  to  which  every  child  of  light  is  to  be 
fubjed  ?  And  they  that  did  refift  the  light,  Spirit,  and 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  in  any  of  the  overfeers,  were 
they  not  unruly,  and  departers  from  the  light  in  them- 
felves  i    though  they  might  pretend  they  were  ftill  for 

thft 
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^he  light,  and  that  it  was  the  overfeers  that  were  de- 
parted and  erred  from  it  ? 


1'he  next  Words  he  cites  are  thejs : 

*  rx^  W  O    things    are    here    excluded    by    Chrift 

*  X     from  whence  all  the   mifchief  arifeth  in  the 

*  church,  all  the  tyranny  and  oppreflion  of  mens  con- 

*  fciences,  and  of  their  perfons,    eftates  and  liberties 

*  for  confcience-fake.     Firji,  Greatnefs  :  Secondly^  The 

*  exercifing  dominion   and    authority    by    thofe    that 

*  would  be  great  therein.' 

Confirm.  It  is  my  belief,  that  all  the  mifchief  in  the 
church,  tyranny,  and  oppreflion  of  mens  confciences, 
and  of  their  perfons,  eftates,  and  liberties  for  con-: 
fcience-fake,  doth  arife  from  a  wrong  greatnefs,  and 
from  the  exercifing  of  a  wrong  dominion  and  authority, 
by  thofe  that  would  be  great  therein  j  and  that  thefe 
two  things  are  here  excluded  by  Chrift,  in  the  fore- 
mentioned  fcriptyre. 

^eji.  But  is  there  not  a  true  greatnefs  ?  Thofe 
that  lie  low  before  the  Lord,  and  have  humbled  them- 
felves  under  his  mighty  hand  j  doth  not  the  Lord 
exalt  them  in  due  time,  filling  them  with  his  Spirit, 
life,  virtue,  and  power  ?  And  is  not  that  great  in  them  ? 
And  are  they  not  highly  favoured,  and  exalted  in  the 
eye  of  the  Lord  therein  ?  (Oh  !  none  knows  how  great 
thofe  are  in  the  eye  of  the  Lord,  who  are  poor  and 
low,  and  nothing  in  their  own  eyes  !)  And  is  there  not 
a  true  authority  and  dominion  of  God's  Spirit  in  the 
church  in  general,  as  well  as  in  the  particular,  over 
the  fpirit  and  power  of  darknefs  ?  Becaufe  of  which 
fpirit,  becaufe  of  which  power,  becaufe  which  holy 
authority  and  dominion,  the  gates  of  hell  Ihall  not  be 
^ble  ;o  prevail  againft  it. 

His 
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His  next  citation  is  this  (which  though  fonnewhat 
long,  I  am  willing  to  recite  pundually,  that  my  inno- 
cency  may  the  more  appear.) 

'  /nr^HIS  fpirit  mufl  be  kept  out  from   amongft 

*  X     y^^^'  this  afpiring  fpirit,  this  lofty,  ruling  fpi- 
'  rit,  which   loves   to   be  great,  which   loves  to  have 

*  dominion,   which  would   exalt   itfelf  becaufe  of  the 
'  gifts  it  hath  received,   and  would   bring  others  into 

*  fubjedion ;    this    fpirit    muft    be  fubdued    amongil 

*  Chrift's    difciples,    or  it   will  ruin   all.     The   Lord 
'  gives  grace  and  knowledge  for  another  end,  than  for 

*  men  to  take  upon  them  to  be  great,  and  rule  over 

*  others  becaufe  of  it.      And  he,  that  becaufe  of  this, 

*  thinks  himfelf  fit  to  rule  over  other  mens  confciences, 

*  and  to  make  them  bow  to  what  he  knows,  or  takes 
'  to  be  truth,  he  lofeth  his  own  life  thereby  j    and  fo 

*  far  as  he  prevails  upon  others,  he  doth   but  deftroy 

*  their  life  too.  Therefore  the  difciples,  or  church  of 
'   Chrift,  are  to  watch  over  every  fuch  fpirit,    to  beat 

*  it  down,  to  teftify  againft  ir,  to  turn  from  it,  to  lay 

*  it  flat,  to  put  it  in  its  proper  place,  that  is,   beneath 

*  all,  and  fo  not  to  fuffer  it  to  arife.' 

Before  I  come  to  the  confirmation  of  this,  I  judge 
it  meet  to  fet  down  the  foregoing  claufe  or  paragraph 
omitted  by  him,  which  will  very  much  help  to  clear 
the  naked  drift  and  intent  of  thefe  words.  The  fore- 
going paragraph  runs  thus  : 

*  Such  a  kind  of  greatnefs  as  is  in  the  world,  is 
'  the  deftrudion  of  the  life  of  Chrift  ;   and  fuch  a  kind 

*  of  dominion  and  authority  as  is  among  the  nations, 

*  is  a  dire6t  overturning  of  the  kingdom  of  Chrift.     It 

*  fets  up  another  power  than  Chrift's,  another  great- 

*  nefs  than  Chrift's,  another  kind  of  authority  than 
'  Chrift's  J  and  fo  eats  out  the  virtue  and  life  of  his 
'  kingdom,  and  makes  it  juft  like  one  of  the  king- 
'  doms  of  this. world.' 

This 
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This  (which  immediately  went  before)  being  thus 
added,  may  fufficiently  open  the  thing  of  itfelf.  Yet 
for  further  fatisfaftion,  I  (hall  add  a  confirmation  to 
the  truth  of  that  which  he  hath  cited  j  and  that  in  feve- 
ral  particulars,  becaufe  of  the  length  of  the  citation. 

Confirm.  Firft,  An  afpiring  fpirit,  a  lofty,  ruling 
fpirit,  which  loves  to  be  great,  which  loves  to  have 
dominion,  which  would  exalt  itfelf,  &c.  muft  be  kept 
out  from  among  the  difciplcs  and  church  of  Chrift. 
There  muft  not  be  fuch  a  fpirit,  or  loving  to  be 
great,  or  fuch  a  ruling  among  them,  as  is  in  the 
world.  No;  life  alone,  the  Spirit  alone,  the  humble 
feed  alone,  the  truth  alone,  the  grace  alone,  muft  rule 
among  them  •,  and  God  forbid  the  authority  and  go- 
vernment thereof  ftiould  be  ftopt  in  any.  It  cannot 
be  well  with  the  church  that  it  fhould  be  fo,  that 
God's  Spirit  fhould  be  grieved  or  quenched,  or  ftopped 
in  its  holy  way  of  governing  and  ordering  the  church 
of  its  own  building. 

Second,  That  which  would  exalt  itfelf  becaufe  of 
the  gifts  it  hath  received,  and  would  bring  others  into 
fubjedion  ;  this  fpirit  muft  be  fubdued  among  Chrift's 
difciples,  or  it  will  ruin  all.  God  alone,  Chrift  alone, 
the  Spirit  alone,  the  truth  alone,  the  feed  alone,  is  to 
be  exalted  in  the  church  ;  not  flefti,  nor  felf,  nor  the 
afpiring,  lofty,  ruling  fpirit. 

Third,  The  Lord  gives  grace  and  knowledge  for 
another  end,  than  for  men  to  take  upon  them  to  be 
great,  and  rule  over  others  becaufe  of  it.  Man,  with- 
out grace  and  true  knowledge,  is  high  and  exalted, 
and  would  be  ruling  over,  ^nd  fubjefbing  others  ;  but 
true  grace  and  knowledge  brings  man  down,  and  keeps 
him  low,  even  out  of  every  defire  of  afpiring  and  ruling 
over  others,  in  earncft  breathings  and  endeavours  that 
both  the  grace  and  fpirit  may  teach  and  rule  both  over 
himfelf  and  others. 

Fourth,  Becaufe  God  hath  given  a  man  knowledge, 
he  muft  not  take  upon  him  to  rule  over  others  with 
his  knowledge.     Chrift  did  not  rule  over  his  difciples 

with 
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with  his  knowledge,  nor  require  them  to  believe  what 
he  knew  to  be  truth.  Nor  may  any  man  at  this  day, 
though  ever  fo  full  of  God's  holy  Spirit  and  power, 
take  upon  him  (above  what  his  Lord  and  Mafter  did) 
to  rule  over  other  mens  confciences.  If  he  do,  he 
will  do  it  out  of  the  leadings  of  life,  and  of  God's 
holy  Spirit;  and  fo  will  wound  and  hurt  his  own  life 
thereby ;  and  fo  far  as  herein  he  prevails  on  others,  he 
will  hurt  their  life  too. 

Fifth,  Therefore  this  fpirit  (which  Chrift  never  was 
of  himfelf,  nor  encouraged  in  his  difciples)  the  church 
is  to  watch  over,  beat  down,  teftify  againft,  turn  from, 
lay  flat,  and  keep  beneath  all,  and  fo  not  fufrer  it  to 
arife. 

^eft.  But  doth  all  this  hinder,  deny,  or  oppole 
ChriiVs  Spirit,  Chrift's  power,  Chrift's  truth  and  grace 
from  arifing  in  the  church,  in  a  way  of  fpiritual  and 
holy  government  ?  Becaufe  man  is  not  to  afpire,  nor 
take  upon  him  to  reign  or  rule,  becaufe  of  grace, 
gifts,  or  knowledge  received ;  fhall  not  therefore  the 
head  govern  the  body  ?  Shall  not  life,  and  truth,  and 
the  wifdom  of  God,  fpring  in  the  church,  to  order 
and  govern  the  church  ?  But  muft  every  man  be  left 
to  the  didates  of  what  he  calls  light  in  him,  and  not 
be  reproved  or  teftified  againft,  though  the  Spirit  of 
God  manifeft  it  (to  them  that  are  indeed  in  the  light, 
life.  Spirit,  and  power)  that  it  is  not  light,  as  perfons 
may  pretend  and  imagine  ;  but  real  darknefs,  grofs 
darknefs,  darknefs  that  may  be  felt,  even  by  the  leaft 
babes  that  are  in  the  true,  living  fenfe  ? 


'^he  next  Citation* 

IF  this  rule  of  Chrift  had  been  kept  to,  antichrift's 
*  power  could  never  have  got  up,  nor  the  poor 
innocent  lambs  fo  often  have  been  worried  by  the 
wolves.' 

Confirm. 
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Confirm.  It  is  moft  certainly  true,  if  the  wrong  au- 
thority and  government  had  been  kept  down ;  if  the 
afpiring,  lofty  fpirit,  which  exalts  itfelf,  and  loves  to 
have  the  preheminence  over  that  which  it  fhould  be 
fubje6t  to  both  in  itfelf  and  others,  had  been  judged, 
beat  down,  denied,  turned  from,  &c.  how  could  the 
Ipirit  of  antichrift,  which  is  the  fpirit  that  would  be 
exalting  itfelf  above  all  that  is  indeed  of  God,  have 
got  up  ?  This  is  the  wolf  that  worries  the  lambs  ;  and 
if  this  power  and  fpirit  be  kept  out  of  the  church, 
how  can  there  be  any  wolf  found  there,  to  worry  the 
innocent  lambs  and  fheep  of  Chrift  ? 

^eft.  But  did  ever  antichrift's  power  get  up  by  the 
exercife  of  the  power  of  Chrift  in  his  church  ?  Doth 
not  that  power  turn  again  antichrift,  and  keep  out  an- 
tichrift ?  Did  that  power  ever  worry  the  lambs  ?  Nay, 
rather  doth  it  not  cheriftj,  feed,  build  up,  and  preferve 
the  Iambs  ?  And  is  it  poflible  but  antichrift's  power 
fhould  get  up,  unlefs  this  power  be  watched  to,  and 
obferved,  in  its  ordering  and  governing  the  church, 
and  difcovering  the  fubtil  working  of  the  wolfifli  fpi- 
rit of  antichrift ;  which  appears  in  the  flieep's  clothing, 
and  may  pretend  to  the  light  within,  that  it  might 
draw  men  from  that  which  is  indeed  the  light  within, 
into  that  which  is  indeed  darknefs  in  the  fight  of  the 
Lord,  and  in  the  fight  of  all  that  are  kept  truly  living 
and  fenfible  by  him  ? 


The  next  Citation, 

*  fTTlHE  great  work  of  the  minifters  of  Chrift,  is 

_|_     *  to  keep  the  confcience  open  to  Chrift,  and 

*  to  preferve  men  from  receiving  any  truths  as  from 

*  them,  further  than  the  Spirit   opens,  or  to  imitate 
<  any  of  their  praftices,  further  than  the  Spirit  leads, 

*  guides,  and  perfuades  them  j  for  perfons  are  exceed- 

*  ing  prone  to  receive  things  as  truths,  from  thofe 
'i  they  have  an  high  opinion  of,  and  to  imitate  their 

*  pradiccs 
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'  praftices,  and   lb  hurt  their   own  growth,  and  en- 
'  danger  their  fouls.' 

Confirm.  When  the  minifter  of  Chrill  comes  with  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift,  he  finds  men  in  darknefs,  with  their 
confciences  defiled,  with  the  door  of  the  heart  Ihut 
againft  Chrift.  Now  his  great  work  is  to  turn  them  to 
the  light,  Spirit,  and  power,  whereby  their  hearts 
may  be  opened,  their  confciences  walhed,  and  there 
may  be  a  ready  entrance  for  Chrift's  Spirit  and  power 
into  them.  Then  the  confcience  being  opened  to 
Chrift,  their  great  endeavour,  labour,  and  work,  is  to 
keep  it  open,  and  that  that  may  not  be  let  in  agaia 
by  them,  which  will  ftiut  it  againft  Chrift.  For  as 
there  is  one  fpirit  opens  to  Chrift,  fo  there  is  another 
will  fhut,  even  after  the  heart  and  confcience  is  opened, 
if  a  man  hearken  to  it. 

And  the  way  of  receiving  truth,  is  in  the  evidence 
and  demonftration  of  God's  Spirit  in  one's  own  parti- 
cular; and  this  is  for  ever  the  aim  and  care  of  the 
minifters  of  Chrift  to  keep  men  to,  and  not  to  allure 
men  to  receive  truths  as  from  them,  but  from  Chrift; 
or  to  imitate  their  practices,  further  than  the  Spirit 
leads,  guides,  and  perfuades  them.  For  the  minifters 
of  Chrift  are  feufible  how  exceeding  prone  perfons 
are  to  receive  things  as  truths,  from  thofe  they  have 
an  high  opinion  of-,  and  to  imitate  their  pradices, 
and  fo  hurt  their  own  growth,  and  endanger  their 
fouls.  Now  it  lies  on  my  heart  to  teftify,  upon  this 
occafion,  that  I  have  found  the  minifters  of  Chrift, 
whom  I  have  converfed  wiih  in  this  age,  walk  fo  to- 
wards me  and  others,  ftill  turning  me  to  that  light. 
Spirit,  and  truth  in  my  own  particular,  wherein  the 
knowledge  of  truth  was  to  be  given  me  by  the  Lord, 
and  not  impofing  upon  me  that  which  they  knew  to 
be  truth,  before  the  Lord  had  prepared  and  fitted  my 
heart  for  the  knowledge  thereof.  And  this  is  ftill  the 
courfe  and  practice  of  the  minifters  of  Chrift  to  this 
day. 

Vol.  IV.  B  b  ^uej^. 
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^eji.  But  muft  not  the  minifter  of  Chrift,  who  is 
ordained  of  God  to  watch  for  the  foul,  watch  againft 
that,  which  (if  hearkened  to  by  any  particular)  will 
Ihut  the  confcience  againft  Ghrift,  and  open  it  to  an- 
other fpirit,  who  is  often  working  in  a  myftery  to  de- 
ceive it  ?  And  if  they  fee  the  working  of  this  other  ' 
Ipirit  in  any,  ought  they  not,  in  faithfulnefs  to  Chrift, 
and  the  fouls  of  fuch,  to  warn  them  of  it !  And  if 
any,  having  let  in  the  wrong  fpirit,  turn  from,  and 
deny,  the  pra6tices  which  the  Lord  once  taught  them, 
(and  wherein  the  teftimony  of  truth  ftands)  into  prac- 
tices which  are  of  the  world,  and  anfwer  the  world's 
fpirit,  and  tend  to  weaken  the  faithful  teftimonies  of 
others  in  the  true  light  and  Spirit ;  ought  the  minif- 
ter of  Chrift  to  leave  thefe  perfons  to  their  opennefs 
to  a  wrong  fpirit,  and  wrong  practices,  wherein  they 
deny  the  Lord  that  bought  them  and  enlightened 
them,  and  are  fhut  up  againft  the  vifitations  and  tef- 
timonies of  God's  true  Spirit  and  power  in  his  chil- 
dren, who  keep  their  habitations  in  that  light  which 
thefc  are  departed  from,  though  they  make  ever  fp 
great  pretences  to  it  ? 


^he  next  Citation, 

'  AH!    poor  hearts !    how  fimply    do  they  come 

^/j^  *  thither,  where  they  once  tafted  refrefhment, 

'  to  find  wholefome   advice,    not  fufpefting  what  is 

'  got  up   there   fincci  and   fo    give   dominion    to  a 

*  wrong  thing,  and  take  diredions  from  a  wrong  fpi- 

*  rit,  and  betray  their  own  fimplicity  ?  Therefore  the 

*  main   thing  is  to  keep  the  confcience  pure  to  the 

*  Lord,   and   not  to  take   things  for  truths  becaufc 

*  others  fee  them  to  be  truths,  but  to  wait  till   the 

*  Spirit  makes  them  manifeft  to  me ;  nor  to  run  into 

*  worlhips,  duties,  performances,  or  praftices,  becaufc 

<  others  are  led  thither,    but  to  wait   till  the  Spirit 

*  lead  me  thither.     He  that  makes  hafte  to  be  rich, 

<  (even  in  religion,  running  into  knowledge,  .and  into 

*  wor- 
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'  worfliips  and  performances  before  he  feel  a  true 
'  and  clear  evidence)  fhall  not  be  innocent,  nor  the 
'  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltlefs,  when  he  comes  to 
•  vifit  for  fpiritual  adultery  and  idolatry.* 

Confirm.  This  hath  been  experienced  in  this  our  day, 
more  than  once;  when  fome,  having  departed  from 
the  power  whereby  the  innocent  lambs  had  tailed  fweec 
nourifhment  and  refrefliment  through  them,  and  have 
come  afterwards  for  that  which  is  wholefome,  not  fuf- 
peding  what  was  got  up  in  them  fince,  and  fo  gave 
dominion  to  a  wrong  thing,  and  took  direftions  from 
a  wrong  fpirit,  and  betrayed  their  own  limplicity. 

^eji.  But  had  thefe  reforted  to  the  church,  and 
waited  for  judgment  from  the  church,  to  whom  God 
has  given  eyes  to  fee,  in  fuch  cafes  as  may  pafs  the 
eye-fight  of  the  particular,  and  a  mouth  to  fpeak; 
might  not  the  church  have  been  inftrumentai  to  have 
opened  the  true  eye  in  them  alfo,  and  fo  have  pre- 
ferved  them  from  being  enfnared,  by  any  that  ran  out 
from  the  truth  in  their  own  particulars,  and  loft  their 
habitation  therein  ?  And  mark,  when  the  church  was 
in  its  great  glory,  clothed  with  the  fun,  and  the  moon 
under  its  (ctt,  and  crowned  with  a  crown  of  twelve 
ftars,  yet  the  dragon,  even  then,  might  prevail  upon 
fome  ftars,  and  with  his  tail  fweep  them  down  from 
their  place;  but  the  church  he  could  not  prevail  upon. 
The  gates  of  hell,  the  power  of  the  dragon,  the  mouth 
of  the  dragon,  nay,  the  tail  of  the  dragon  (which 
what  if  I  ftiould  fay  is  the  falfe  prophet  within)  can- 
not. 

Further  Confirm.  Indeed,  the  main  thing  is  to  keep 
the  confcience  pure  to  the  Lord.  To  bring  men  to 
that  which  purifies  the  confcience,  and  to  keep  them 
to  it,  this  is  the  great  work.  Men  muft  not  take  things 
for  truths,  becaufe  others  fee  them  to  be  truths,  (that 
is  not  God's  way,  nor  did  his  minifters  ever  fo  teach) 
but  to  wait  till  God's  Spirit  makes  them  manifeft  to 
the  particular.  Nor  muft  men  run  into  worfliips,  du- 
ties, performances,  or  practices,  becaufe  others  are  led 

B  b  2  thither. 
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thither,  but  wait  till  the  Spirit  lead  every   one  in  his 
own  particular  thither.  .').  ^\iu 

^eji.  Where  is  the  faithful   ininifter  that  teacheth 
otherwife,  or  pradlifeth  otherwife  at  this  day  ?   I  am 
fure  1  never  met  with  any  thing  of  this  nature  from 
any  of  them,  but  only  one  that  ran  out  in  his  own 
particular,  who   firft    endeavoured  to   draw  mc  from 
efteeming  or  taking  directions  from  others,  and   then 
would  have  given  me  directions  himfelf,  and  would 
fpeak  and  undertake  to  prophefy  great  things  of  me, 
that  he  might  have  raifed  up  that  part  in   me,  which 
could  have  anfwered  him.     And  though  he  himfelf  be   . 
dea4,,  yet  his  fpirit  is  alive  in  others  at  this  day,  which 
the  Lord  difcover  and  preferve  his  people  from  ! 

Further  Confirm.  It  is  not  good  to  make  hafte  to  be 
rich  (no  not  in  religion).  He  that  rightly  believeth, 
and  abidcth  in  the  true  and  living  faith,  makes  not 
hafte  to  run  into  knowledge,  worfhips,  and  perform- 
ances, before  he  feel  his  guide ;  but  rather  choofeth 
to  be  as  a  weaned  child,  lying  low  before  the  Lord,  in 
brokennefs  of  fpirit,  and  not  meddling  with  things 
too  high  for  him ;  and  fo  he  is  kept  in  innocency,  po- 
verty, and  humility  before  the  Lord,  and  preferved 
out  of  the  bed  of  the  ftranger,  (the  ftrange  fpirit  and 
power)  and  fo  not  judged  or  condemned  by  the  Lord, 
for  either  fpiritual  adultery  or  idolatry. 

^ejl.  But  he  that  lets  in  a  wrong  fpirit,  that  mif- 
takes  about  the  light  in  him,  and  judgeth  that  which 
is  indeed  darknefs  to  be   it,  and  errs  from  the  true 
church,  and  denies  the  authority  of  God's  Spirit  and 
power   in  it,    and  is   not  preferved  thereby,    but  en- 
tangled and  bewitched  with  this  wrong  fpirit,  and  in  it 
teftifies   againft   the  true   church  and   the   true  Spirit, 
and  the  miniftry  and  minifters  of  Chriftj  is  not  he 
joined  to  the  fpirit  of  whoredom  in   his  own  particu- 
lar ?  And  hath  not  he  let  up  an  idol  in  his  own  heart, 
inftead  of  the  true  light  there  ?  And  doth  not  he  wor- 
fhip  and  obey  that  idol,  that  wrong  fpirit,  that  wrong 
power?  And  will  not  the  Lord  vifit  and  judge  him  for 
his  fpiritual  adultery  and  idolatry  from  the  true  ? 

"The 
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'The  next  Citation. 

IN  the  apoftles  days,  Chriftians  were  too  apt  to 
'  ftrive  after  a  wrong  unity  and  uniformity  in 
outward  practices  and  obfervacions,  and  to  judge  one 
another  unrighteoufly  in  thefe  things.  And  mark, 
it  is  not  the  different  praftice  from  one  another  that 
breaks  the  peace  and  unity,  but  the  judging  one 
another  becaufe  of  differing  pra6lices.  He  that 
keeps  not  a  day,  may  unite  in  the  fame  Spirit,  in  the 
fame  life,  in  the  fame  love  with  him  that  keeps  a 
day  J  and  he  who  keeps  a  day,  may  unite  in  heart 
and  foul  with  the  fame  Spirit  and  life  in  him  who 
keeps  not  a  day;  but  he  that  judgeth  the  other  be- 
caufe of  either  of  thefe,  errs  from  the  Spirit,  from 
the  love,  from  the  life,  and  fo  breaks  the  bond  of 
unity.  And  he  that  draws  another  to  any  pracbice, 
before  the  life  in  his  own  particular  lead  him,  doth 
as  much  as  in  him  lies  to  deftroy  the  foul  of  that 
perfon.  This  was  the  apoftlc's  rule,  for  every  one 
to  perform  fingly  to  the  Lord  what  he  did,  and  not 
for  one  to  meddle  with  the  light  or  confcience  of 
another,  &c.  but  every  one  to  keep  clofe  to  their 
own  meafure,  &c.  and  here  is  the  true  unity  in  the 
Spirit,  in  the  inward  life,  and  not  in  an  outward 
uniformity;  that  was  not  neceffary  in  the  apoftles 
days,  nor  is  it  necelfary  now  :  and  that  eye,  which 
lb  dotes  upon  it,  overlooks  the  one  thing  which  is 
neceffary.* 

Confirm.  This  is  fo  manifefb  from  that  fcripture 
quoted  by  me,  which  is  here  omitted,  that  he  that 
ihall  read  that  fcripture,  which  is  Rom.  xiv.  may 
cafily  obferve  the  apoftle  affirming  and  teaching  thefe 
things. 

That  even  in  the  apoftles  days,  Chriftians  were  too 
apt  to  ftrive  after  a  wrong  unity  and  uniformity  in 
outward  pradlices  and  obfervations,  and  to  judge  one 
another  unrighteoufly  in  thefe  things,  is  manifeit  from 

B  b  3  the 
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the  feveral  inftruftions  and  exhortations  given  to  this 
church,  in  this  chap,  as  ver.  a,  3,  4.  "  One  believeth 
^'  that  he  may  eat  all  things;  another  who  is  weak 
"  eateth  herbs.  Let  not  him  that  eateth,  defpife  him 
**  that  eateth  not  j  and  let  not  him  that  eateth  not, 
"  judge  him  that  eateth  :  for  God  hath  received  him. 
"  Who  art  thou  that  judged  another  man's  fervant  ? 
"  To  his  own  mafter  he  ftandeth  or  falleth ;  yea,  he 
♦*  fhall  be  holden  up,  for  God  is  able  to  make  him 
<'  ftand." 

Yea,  in  matters  of  worfhip,  (as  keepitig  and  obferv- 
itig  a  day  to  God,  or  not  keeping  it)  it  is  not  the 
different  pradice  from  one  another  that  breaks  the 
peace,  but  the  judging  of  one  another,  becaufe  of 
differing  pra6lices.  So  the  apoftle  plainly  holds  forth, 
ver.  5,  6.  *'  One  man  efteemeth  one  day  above  an- 
"  other;  another  efteemeth  every  day.  Let  every  nrtan 
*^  be  fully  perfuaded  in  his  own  mind.  He  that  re- 
<*  gardeth  the  day,  regardeth  it  unto  the  Lord ;  and 
*'  he  that  regardeth  not  the  day,  to  the  Lord  he  doth 
"  not  regard  it.  He  that  eateth,  eateth  to  the  Lord, 
**  for  he  giveth  God  thanks;  and  he  that  eateth  not, 
^'  to  the  Lord  he  eateth  not,  and  giveth  God  thanks." 

And  he  that  draws  another  to  any  pradice,  before 
the  life  in  his  own  particular  lead  him,  doth  as  much 
^s  in  him  lies  to  deftroy  the  foul  of  that  perfon.  So 
the  apoftle  fignifies,  ver.  5.  (which  was  quoted  in  my 
book)  in  that  he  faith,  "  Deftroy  not  him  with  thy 
*f  meat,"  for  whom  Chrift  died.  So  that  riot  an  diit- 
ward  uniformity  in  all  things,  but  an  unity  in  the  one 
Spirit  and  life,  is  the  neceflary  thing.  And  there  may 
be  unity,  and  love,  and  life,  and  peace,  without  an 
uniformity  in  praftice,  further  than  the  Spirit  of  God 
teacheth  and  leadeth  his  unto. 

^efi.  But  if  the  Lord  hath  taught  a  man,  opened 
the  fame  eye  in  him  that  he  opened  in  others,  andt 
brought  him  into  unity  and  uniformity  wilh  the 
church,  in  the  pradices  which  the  Lord  hath  taught 
it;  ind  he  afterwards  let  in  another  fpirit,  and  fall 
from  thcfc  pradices,  and  judge  the  very  church  itfclf 
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for  continuing  in  them  ;  may  not  the  church  tejftify  to 
this  perfon,  that  he  is  erred  from  his  guide,  hath  loft 
the  light  in  himfelf,  and  (o  judgeth  amifs,  both  con- 
cerning himfclf,  and  concerning  the  church  of  God  ? 
This  hath  been  the  ftate  of  fome  who  went  out  from 
among  us  formerly,  and  may  alfo  be  the  ftate  of  fome 
who  go  out  from  us  now.  For  as  there  is  one  that 
gathers  to  the  true  church ;  fo  there  is  another  that 
endeavours  to  draw  and  fcatter  from  it,  and  then  to 
caufe  men  to  turn  head  againft  it,  as  if  it  were  not  of 
God,  but  apoftatized  from  the  Spirit  and  principle  of 
truth,  which  indeed  is  their  own  ftate  and  condition 
in  God's  fight;  but  not  the  church's,  which  was  ga- 
thered and  prefer ved  by  him,  glory  to  the  Lord,  over 
all  the  accufations  of  the  accufer,  through  what  mouth 
foever  he  utter  them  forth. 


The  next  Citation. 

OH !  how  fweet  and  pleafant  is  it  to  the  truly 
'  fpiritual  eye,  to  fee  feveral  forts  of  believers, 
feveral  forms  of  Chriftians  in  the  fchool  of  Chrift, 
every  one  learning  their  own  lefTon,  performing  their 
own  peculiar  fervice,  and  knowing,  owning,  and 
loving  one  another  in  their  feveral  places,  and  dif- 
ferent performances  to  their  Mafter,  to  whom  they 
are  to  give  an  account,  and  not  to  quarrel  one  with 
another  about  their  different  praftices !  This  is  the 
true  ground  of  love  and  unity,  not  that  fuch  a  man 
walks  and  does  juft  as  I  do,  but  becaufe  I  feel  the 
fame  Spirit  of  life  in  him,  and  that  he  walks  in  his 
rank,  in  his  own  order,  in  his  proper  way  and  place 
of  fubjedion  to  that.  And  this  is  far  more  pleafing 
to  me,  than  if  he  walked  jull  in  the  track  wherein  I 
walk ;  nay,  (fo  far  as  I  am  fpiritual)  I  cannot  fo 
much  as  defire  that  he  fhould  do  fo,  until  he  be  par- 
ticularly led  thereto,  by  the  fame  Spirit  that  led 
me.* 

B  b  4  Cofi" 
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Confirm.  The  fpiritual  eye  beholdeth  things  aright, 
beholdeth  things  in  the  Lord,  and  tafteth  fweetnefs 
therein,  and  is  pleafed  with  that  which  is  fpiritual. 
If  every  one  did  eye  the  Lord,  fubjed  to  the  Lord, 
anfwer  the  light  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord  in  their  own 
hearts,  though  the  forms  in  the  fchool  of  Chrift  be 
higher  or  lower,  the  leffons  different,  and  the  practices 
anfwerable,  yet  every  one  minding  his  own  place  and 
lefTon,  and  performing  his  own  peculiar  fervice,  the 
fpiritual  eye  would  be  delighted  therewith.  And  thofe 
that  are  of  the  true  feed  and  birth  do  know,  own, 
and  love  one  another  in  their  feveral  places,  and  dif- 
ferent performances  to  their  Matter,  to  whom  they  are 
to  give  an  account  j  and  do  not  quarrel  with  one  an- 
other about  their  different  performances.  Oh !  how 
fweetly  is  this  pradifed  and  experienced  among  us  at 
this  day  ! 

And  unity  in  the  life  is  the  ground  of  true  brotherly 
love  and  fellowfhip.  Not  that  another  man  walks  juft 
as  I  do  J  but  though  he  be  weaker  or  ftronger,  yet  he 
walks  by  the  fame  principle  of  light,  and  is  felt  in  the 
fame  Spirit  of  life,  which  guideth  both  the  weak  and 
the  ftrong,  in  their  feveral  ranks,  order,  proper  way, 
and  place  of  fubjection,  to  that  one  Spirit  of  life  and 
truth,  which  all  are  to  be  fubje6t  to. 

Nay,  he  that  is  truly  fpiritual  and  ftrong  in  the 
light  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  cannot  defire  that  the 
weak  fliould  walk  juit  as  he  does ;  but  only  as  they  are 
flrengthened,  taught,  and  led  thereunto,  by  the  fame 
Spirit  that  flrengthened,  taught,  and  led  him. 

^eji.  This  is  true  concerning  every  one  that  is  in 
the  faith,  that  is  in  the  true  light,  that  is  in  the  true 
Spirit ;  and  keeps  his  rank,  order,  place,  and  fubjec- 
tion, though  in  a  weak  and  low  degree;  but  will  this 
hold  good  concerning  any  that  have  erred  from  the 
faith,  have  made  fhipwreck  thereof,  and  have  turned 
from  the  true  light;,  and  Spirit  in  themlelves,  and  left 
their  rank,  order,  and  teftimony  againfl  tiie  world,  and 
are  again  become  one  with  the  world,  even  in  thofe 
very  pra6tices  which  the.fpirit  of  the  world  delights 

in. 
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in,  and  which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  hath  teftified, 
and  ftill  teftifieth  againft,  in  all  that  are  faithful,  and 
keep  to  their  firft  love  and  light?  Is  the  church  to 
bear  with  thefe  in  their  pra6lices,  or  own  fuch  fpirits, 
or  believe  that  they  now  walk  according  to  the  light 
which  firft:  convinced  them  ?  Is  not  the  Spirit  of  judg- 
ment with  the  church  ?  Hath  not  God  given  her  dif- 
cerning  ?  Hath  fhe  not  power  and  authority  from  God 
to  try  fpirits?  Yea,  and  to  judge  falfe  fpirits,  that 
have  loft  their  habitation  in  the  light,  though  they 
may  ftill  pretend  to  dwell  there ;  can  ftie  not  try  thofe 
which  fay  they  are  Jews  and  are  not,  but  have  loft;  the 
light.  Spirit,  and  power  which  circumcifeth,  and  keep- 
eth  circumcifed,  and  are  run  back  into  the  uncircum- 
cifed  paths  of  the  world  again,  which  came  from,  and 
anfwer  the  uncircumcifed  fpirit  and  nature,  both  ia 
themfelves  and  others  ? 


The  next  Citation, 

*  A   ND  he  that  knows  what  it  is  to  receive  any 
/\  '  truths  from  the  Spirit,  and  to  be  led  into  any 

'  pradices  by  the  Spirit,  and  how  prone   the  fleftily 

«  part  is  to  make  hafte,  and  how  dangerous  that  hafte 

'  is,  will  not  be  forward  to  prefs  his  knowledge  or 

«  praftices  upon  others,  but  rather  wait  patiently  till 

'  the  Lord  fit  them  for  the  receiving  thereof,  and  fear 

«  left  they  ftiould  receive  and  pratlife  too  foon,  even 

*  in  that  part  which  cannot  ferve  the  Lord.' 

Confirm,  I  will  fend  the  Comforter,  the  Spirit  of 
truth,  faith  Chrift  to  his  difciples,  and  he  fliall  lead 
you  into  all  truth.  Now  the  difciple  of  Chrift  is  led 
into  truth,  in  the  crofs  to  that  part  wherein  others 
may  receive  the  notion  of  things  ;  yea,  perhaps  of 
truth  itfelf.  And  the  djfciple  muft  alfo  abide  in  the 
crofs,  after  that  the  Lord  hath  given  him  the  true 
knowledge,  or  he  cannot  be  rightly  led  into  the  prac- 
tice of  what  he  knows.     So  that  tlie  difciple  comes 

very 
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very  hardly,  both  by  his  knowledge,  and  by  his  ability 
to  praftifc,  what  the  Spirit  of  God  teacheth  him,  and 
requircth  of  him.  There  is  a  flefhly  part  indeed, 
prone  to  make  bafte  j  but  that  hafte  is  dangerous,  and 
that  flefhly  part,  in  all  its  hafty  defires  and  motions,  is 
to  be  denied,  and  kept  down.  And  he  that  is  diligent 
in  denying  and  keeping  down  that  flefhly  part  in  him- 
felf  (with  the  forwardnefs  and  haftinefs  thereof)  can- 
not eafily  be  forward  to  prefs  his  knowledge  and  prac- 
tices upon  others ;  but  will  be  patiently  waiting  on 
the  Lord,  for  their  kindly  and  feafonable  underftand- 
ing  of  the  truth,  and  growth  in  it;  and  fear,  led  they 
fliould  run  before  their  guide,  and  be  praftifing  too 
foon  even  in  that  part  which  cannot  ferve  the  Lord; 
for  the  Lord  mufl:  be  ferved  and  worfhipped  in  his 
Spirit  and  truth ;  and  thither  are  all  to  be  direfted  and 
brought,  and  there  is  every  mind  to  be  flayed  and 
kept,  or  it  cannot  worfliip  and  ferve  aright. 

^eji.  But  what  if  a  man  entertain  a  wrong  fpirit, 
and  let  go  the  truths  he  had  received,  and  turn  from 
the  praflices  which  God's  Spirit  taught  him,  into  the 
fpirit  and  pradices  of  the  world,  which  God's  Spirit 
hath  teftified  and  will  for  ever  teflify  againft  ?  Is  not 
the  church  to  deny  this  fpirk,  and  thefe  pradices,  and 
the  perfon  that  hath  hearkened  to  this  fpirit,  and  is 
found  in  thefe  pradices  ?  That  he  may  turn  from  this 
fpirit  and  praftices,  to  the  true  Spirit,  and  to  the  true 
teflimony  and  practices  which  it  once  taught  him,  and 
itill  teacheth  all  that  hearken  to  its  voice  and  holy 
motions,  and  liflen  not  to  the  voice  and  inftigations 


of  a  flranger. 


'^he  next  Citation, 

f  'T^  H  E  great  error  of  the  flate  of  the  apoflafy, 
JL  *  hath  been  to  fet  up  an  outward  order  and 
«  uniformity,  and  to  make  mens  confciences  bend 
*  thereto,  either  by  arguments  of  wifdom,  or  by 
«  force  i  but  the  property  of  the  true  church  govern- 

<  men^ 
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'  ment  is,  to  leave  the  confcience  to  its  full  liberty  in 

*  the  Lord,  to   preferve  it  fmgle  and  entire  for  the 

*  Lord  to  exercife,  and  to  feek  unity  in  the  light,  and 

*  in  the  Spirit,  walking  fweetly  and  harmonioufly  to- 

*  gether  in  the  midft  of  differing  pracftices.' 

Confirm.  That  there  have  been  ages  of  apoftafy  from 
the  true  Spirit  and  power  of  the  apoftles,  is  very  nna- 
nifeft,  both  by  the  doctrines,  difcipline,  and  cruel 
pradlices  of  thofe,  that  would  have  themfelves  ac- 
counted the  true  church,  and  true  believers  and  Chrif- 
tians.  And  that  they  have  fet  up  an  outward  order 
and  conformity,  and  have  ufcd  both  arguments  of  wif- 
dom,  and  alfo  force,  to  make  mens  confcienccs  to 
bend  thereto  ;  this  is  as  manifeft  as  the  former.  Now 
that  this  has  been  an  error,  and  a  great  error,  is  very 
manifeft  alfo  j  becaufe  it  is  contrary  to  the  nature  of 
confcience,  which  is  to  be  led  by  God's  Spirit,  not 
bent  by  man's  wifdom  and  conftraint,  and  contrary  to 
Chrift  and  his  apoftles  doctrine  and  practice,  who 
would  have  every  man  fully  perfiiaded  of  what  he 
performs  to  God,  from  whom  he  muft  receive  the  re- 
ward and  approbation,  or  the  diflike  and  punifhment, 
for  his  anfwering  or  difobeying  the  light  which  God 
fets  up,  or  caufeth  to  ftiine,  in  his  own  confcience. 

And  the  property  of  the  true  church  government, 
and  the  pratlice  and  path  of  the  true  church  in  thefe 
our  days,  is  to  leave  the  confcience  to  its  full  liberty 
in  the  Lord ;  to  preferve  it  fingle  and  entire  for  the 
Lord,  and  to  feek  unity  in  the  light  and  in  the  Spirit, 
walking  fweetly  ^nd  harmonioufly  together  in  the 
midft  of  differing  practices.  Nay,  it  is  not  the  defire 
of  the  church  at  this  day,  that  any  fhould  come  up 
into  the  pra6lice,  or  holy  order  of  the  gofpel,  accord- 
ing to  what  the  Lord  hath  taught  others,  but  only  as 
the  Lord  teacheth  and  leadeth  them. 

^eji.  Concerning  what  confcience  is  this  to  be  un- 
derftood  ?  Is  it  to  be  underftood  of  the  tender  and 
weak  confcience  ?  Or  of  the  hard  and  feared  conlci- 
cnce  ?  For  the  confcience  which  God  once  made  ten- 
der 
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der,  may  afterwards  come  to  be  feared  and  hardened. 
And  is  the  church  of  Chrift,  which  is  guided  by  the 
Spirit   and  wifdom  of  God,  taught   and  required  by 
him  fo  to  a6t  towards  the  hard  and  feared  confcience,  as 
it  is  towards  the  tender  and  weak  confcience  ?  Is  the  hard 
and   feared  confcience,  which  hath  forfaken  the  true 
light,  Spirit,  and  power,  and  turned  againft  the  truth, 
and  is  in  a  wrong,  ftiff,  wilful,  hardened  liberty  and 
fubtilty,  to  be  left  to  its  liberty,    and  to  that   fpirit 
which  draweth  it  out  and  hardeneth  it  in  a  wrong  li- 
berty ?  Can  there  be  any  unity,  in  the  light  and  in  the 
Spirit,  had  with  thofe  who  are  erred  from  the  light 
and  from  the  Spirit,  and  are  deceived  in  their  own 
hearts  concerning  it,  and  do  but  only  pretend  to  it  ? 
Can  they  walk  fweetly  and  harmonioufly  together  in 
differing  practices,  who  differ  alfo  in  the  ground,  and 
are  not  one  in  the  foundation,  ev?n  in  the  true  light 
and  Spirit   of  the  Lord  ?    Ought  not  the    church   to 
judge  this  fpirit,  with  its  liberty  and  evil  confcience, 
(for  that  fpirit  will  make  the  confciences  of  all  that 
let  it  in,  evil)  as  well  as,  to  the  utmoft,  to  cherilh 
the  liberty  of  the  tender  confciences  in  and  to  the 
Lord  ?  Read  and  confider  thefe  fcriptures  following. 
Tit.  i.   15,     I  Tim.  i.  19.  and  iv.  a. 


The  next  Citation, 

<  AND  this  I  can  truly  fay  concerning  myfelf,  I 
^fx^  *  never  found  my  fpirit  forward  to  draw  any, 

<  either  to  any  thing  I  belifved  to  be  true,  or  to  any 

*  practice  or  way  of  worfliip  I  obferved  or  walked  in ; 

<  but  defired   that   the   power   and   leadings  of   life 

*  might  go    before  them,  and  I  was  afraid  left  men 

*  fhould  receive  things  from  my  hand,  and  not  frorr> 

<  the  Lord's.'  He  hath  written  in  the  margin  of  the 
hook  he  Jent  me,  *  Oh !  what  a  tender  fpirit  w'as  here  \* 
intimating  as  if  it  were  not  Jo  with  mf  now. 

Confirm^ 
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Confirm.  Blefled  be  the  Lord,  it  was  fo  with  me 
formerly,  and  is  fo  with  me  daily  more  and  morc} 
for  as  I  wait  on  the  Lord  in  his  truth,  which  makes 
tender;  fo  upon  this  occafion,  being  forced  to  it,  I 
cannot  but  confefs,  that  I  witnefs  the  Lord  daily  more 
and  more  uniting  my  fpirit  to  him  in  his  truth;  and 
as  truth  increafeth,  fo  the  tendernefs  which  comes  from 
it  (till  increafeth  in  me,  and  I  do  not  (nay,  I  may  fay 
cannot,  the  contrary  is  fo  written  on  my  heart)  fo 
much  as  defire  to  drive  any  to  what  praftice  or  way  of 
worihip  I  believe  to  be  true,  and  am  taught  of  God 
to  obferve;  but  this  is  the  longing  of  my  foul,  thac 
the  power  and  leadings  of  life  may  go  before  them  j 
and  I  daily  behave  myfelf  as  one  that  is  afraid,  left 
men  Ihould  receive  things  from  my  hand,  and  not  from 
the  Lord's. 

^ejl.  Yet,  where  I  find  perfons  manifeftly  warp  and 
turn  afide  from  the  truth,  and  let  in  a  wrong  thing, 
and  teftify  againft  the  truth  and  way  of  the  Lord,  and 
their  hearts  hardened  by  the  fubtilty  of  him  who  hath 
deceived  them  3  may  I  not  fingly  and  faithfully  teftify 
it  to  them,  and  breathe  to  the  Lord  for  them,  thac 
they  may  return  to  the  true  Spirit,  and  to  the  holv 
teftimony  and  pradlices  thereof,  and  not  condemn  fuch 
as  departers  from  the  light  and  truth,  who  abide  in  it 
nor  juftify  themfelvcs  as  abiding  in  it,  wlien  they  are 
really  departed  from  it  ? 

His  laft  citation  of  words  of  mine  is  out  of  another 
book,  entitled,  '  An  Anfwer  to  the  common  Objec- 

*  tion,'  &c.  p.  8.     The  words  are  thefe : 

*  fTT^PIAT    power    therefore   in   the   church   which 

Jl      *  fpares  the  hypocrites,  (who  can  eafily  comply 

*  with    an   outward   conformity    in   worfhip,    without 

*  feeling  an  inward  life  and   virtue)  but  lie;hts  heavy 

*  on  that  which   is  tender  and  fhy  in  matters  of  wor- 

*  Ihip,  that  is  not  the  true  church  power,  but  at  beft 

*  but  a  counterfeit  of  the  true.' 

Confirm. 
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Confirm.  The  power  which  Chrift  hath  given  his 
church  is  not  to  fpare  hypocrites,  who  may  eafily  com- 
ply with  an  outward  uniformity  in  worfliip,  without 
feeling  an  inward  life  and  virtue.  And  fuch  are  not 
fpared,  but  fmote  at,  by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  God 
^imong  us  very  often.  And  oh !  that  there  were  no 
hypocrites  and  formal  fpirits  among  us  j  but  that  all 
that  profefs  the  truth  were  in  the  truth,  and  fubjed  to 
it,  and  did  live  the  life  of  it!  Nor  doth  the  true 
church  power  light  heavy  on  that  which  is  tender  and 
ihy  in  matters  of  worfhip ;  but  the  "miniftry  of  the 
true  church  is  to  the  confcience,  as  in  God's  fight, 
and  is  very  tender  of  it,  as  before  him,  to  whom  it  19 
to  give  an  account  of  the  fpiritual  power  it  hath  re- 
ceived from  him,  and  of  the  exercife  of  it.  That 
power  therefore  which  fpares  the  hypocrites,  and  lights 
heavy  on  that  which  is  tender  and  (by  in  matters  of 
worfhip,  to  be  fure  is  not  the  true  church  power,  but 
at  beft  but  a  counterfeit  of  the  true. 

^teji.  But  that  power  in  the  church  which  doth  not 
fpare  hypocrites,  but  is  very  gentle  and  tender  to  all 
tender  confciences,  is  not  that  the  true  church  power .? 
And  who  is  the  hypocrite  ?  Is  not  he  that  pretendeth 
to  the  light,  when  he  is  departed  from  it,  an  hypo- 
crite ?  And  he  which  fetteth  up  that  which  he  calls 
light  in  himfelf,  and  denieth  that  which  is  indeed  true 
light,  and  which  ifliieth  forth  from  God's  Holy  Spirit 
in  his  church,  is  not  he  an  hypocrite  ?  And  hath  not 
the  church  power  to  judge  all  his  falfe  pretences,  and 
to  try  his  fpirit  by  the  true  light  and  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  which  is  ftill  prefent  with  the  true  church  ? 
If  the  Spirit*  of  Chrift  be  indeed  prefent  with  his 
church,  lurely  it  cannot  but  have  power  and  authority 
to  try,  judge,  and  condemn  every  thing  that  is  of  a 
contrary  fpirit  and  nature,  in  all  falfe  pretenders  what- 
foever ;  who  by  their  pretences  to  the  true  light,  can- 
not Ihelter  that  which  is  indeed  contrary  to  it  from  the 
holy  and  righteous  judgment  of  the  Spirit  and  power 
of  God  in  his  church. 

Thus  1  have  gone  over  thefe  feveral  citations  of 
John  Pennymaa's,   and  punctually  fet  them  down  as 

he 
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he  had  cited  them,  and  fpoken  more  words  to  the 
confirmation  of  them,  to  manifeft  to  others,  as  I  find 
it  plainly  with  me  before  the  Lord,  that  I  am  fully 
the  fame  at  this  day,  in  the  fenfe  and  belief  of  my 
heart,  as  I  was  then;  believing  the  fame  truth,  and  as 
ready  to  hold  it  forth,  if  the  Lord  at  any  time  Ihall 
call  me  unto  it,  as  I  was  then.  But  I  was  not  then 
againft  true  church  government  j  nor  did  intend  this 
to  encourage  any  man  to  (helter  himfelf,  by  a  pretence 
in  the  light  in  himfelf,  againft  true  church  govern- 
ment J  ailuredly  knowing  that  the  fpirit  of  the  pro- 
phets is  fubjed  to  the  prophets  ;  and  that  he  that  is 
truly  fubjeft  to  the  light  and  Spirit  of  God  in  his  own 
heart,  will  be  taught  thereby  to  be  fubje6t  to  it  alfo 
in  others.  For  the  life.  Spirit,  and  power  of  God 
doth  not  rife  in  vain  in  any ;  and  he  that  hath  the  true 
ear  open,  will  hear  its  voice  in  whomfoever  it  fpeaks; 
and  he  that  doth  not  hear  its  voice,  when  it  fpeaks 
through  any  to  him,  doth  not  hear  with  the  circum- 
cifed  ear,  nor  underftand  with  the  circumcifed  heart. 
So  that  John  Pennyman,  in  citing  thefe  my  words,  as 
if  in  fo  writing  I  was  againft  the  true  church  govern- 
ment, or  fetting  up  the  government  of  any  particular 
man  (upon  any  pretence  whatfoever)  above  the  fenfe, 
underftanding,  and  judgment  of  the  true  church,  does 
me  great  wrong,  even  before  the  Lord,  who  knoweth 
that  it  was  otherwife  with  me  in  that  day  j  and  he 
greatly  wrongeth  my  words,  which  did  not  fignify  any 
fuch  thing:  for  in  the  very  fame  book,  and  in  fome 
of  the  pages  which  he  quotes,  there  is  exprefled  a 
fenfe  of,  and  a  teftimony  to,  the  true  church  govern^- 
ment,  v^hich  I  am  aflTured  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will 
give  forth,  and  lead  his  into,  as  the  necefllties  and 
occafions  of  the  church  require.  For  as  the  Lord  is 
not  wanting  to  the  particular,  fo  will  he  not  be  want- 
ing to  the  general :  but  he  is  faithful,  who  hath  pro- 
mifed  to  be  with  his  church  and  people,  who  wait  up- 
on him,  and  look  up  to  him  for  the  light  and  judg- 
ment of  his  Spirit   in   things   wherein   he   engageth 

them. 
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them,  and  which  require  their  fingle  difcerning  and 
judgment  in. 

To  manifeft,  therefore,  from  this  very  book,  what 
my  belief  was,  and  how  hearty  I  was  to  church  go- 
vernment, and  fenfible  of  the  neceflity  and  ufefulnefs 
of  it,  I  fhall  recite  fome  paffages  out  of  it. 

Firfiy  I  fhall  mention  the  title  of  that  part  of  m;^ 
book,  which  had  John  Pennyman  exprefled  fully,  as  it 
is  in  the  title-page,  is  thus :  «  Whereunto  fomewhat  is 
«  added  about  the    authority  and   government  which 

*  Chrift  excluded  out  of  his  church  j  which  occafioneth 

•  fomewhat  concerning  the  true  church  government/ 
This  might  have  poifed  peoples  fpirits  in  the  read- 
ing of  his  Citations^  from  judging  me  to  direft  men 
to  the  fetting  up  of  any  thing  in  their  minds  and  con- 
fciences  which  they  may  call  light,  in  oppofition  to 
the  light  and  Spirit  of  God  in  his  church,  or  to  fet  up 
a  private  judgment  in  themfelves,  above  the  light  and 
judgment  of  God's  Spirit  in  the  church.  For  as  the 
church  is  to  be  tender  of  every  member,  fo  every 
member  is  to  be  tender  and  regardful  towards  the 
church,  and  of  the  power  and  authority  which  God 
hath  given  it.  -^   '  .:^'  i;  ..Mj^u*u  ,)u;* 


^he  next  Pajfage  that  is  on  me  to  mention,  is  p.  76. 

*  There  is  nothing  to  hurt  in  the  mountain  of 
<  God's  holinefs ;  but  there  is  a  righteous  fceptre,  a 
«  fweet  fceptre,  a  fpiritual  fceptre,  which  reacheth  the 
«  fpirit  in  the  power  of  life,  but  toucheth  not  the 
«  outward  man.  To  which  I  may  add.  The  power  of 
the  church  is  not  to  hurt  the  outward  man  j  nay,  nor 
the  foul  neither  :  but  is  for  the  deftrudtion  of  the  flefh, 
that  the  foul  may  be  faved.  And  when  the  church 
hath  teftified  againft  their  practices,  or  denied  their 
fpirit,  it  leaves  them  to  the  Lord  j  yet  ftill  pray- 
ing to  him  that  repentance  may  be  given  them,  and 
mercy  fhewn  them  by  him,  whofe  mercy  endures  for 
ever. 

Another 
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Another  Paffage  in  p.  77. 

'  Let  the  life  in  every  one  rife  over  it*  (fpeaking  of 
the  proud  afpiring  fpirit)  '  and  trample  upon  it :  and 
'  afterwards,    that  in  thee  may  arife  which  is  fit  to 

*  teach,  yea,  and  to  rule  in  the  Lord,'  &c. 

P.  78.  The  example  of  Chrifl  is  urged,  who  did 
not  exercife  a  wrong  authority  over  his  difciples, 
though  he  was  their  Lord  and  Mailer,  which  fignified 
both  greatnefs  above  them,  and  authority  over  them, 
fee  line  15.    '  Yet  Chrift  took  not  upon  him  this  kind 

*  of  greatnefs,  nor  did  exercife   this   kind  of  autho- 

*  rity;  but  he  was  a  fervant,'  &c.  and  did  minifter. 
So  that  there  was  one  kind  of  greatnefs  and  autho- 
rity which  Chrift  did  not  exercife,  and  which  his 
church  alfo  is  not  to  meddle  with  :  but  there  was 
another  kind  of  authority  which  he  had,  and  which 
he,  who  hath  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,  giveth 
to  his  church,  to  partake  with  him  in,  and  to  a6l  in 
his  name. 

But  why  fliould  I  mention  any  fuch  fmall  touches  at 
the  thing,  when  it  is  diredlly  fpoken  to  in  a  ^leftion 
propounded,  and  the  Anj'ujer  thereto,  p.  79,  80,  &c.  ?" 
I  fhall  therefore  fet  down  the  ^iefiioUi  and  part  of  the 
Anjwer  thereto  \  the  whole  being  too  long  to  be  here 
inferted. 

^eft.  *  But  is  there  to  be  no  greatnefs,  no  autho- 
'  rity,  among  the  difciples  of  Jefus,  or  in  the  church 
'  of  Chrift  ?  Is  every  one  to  do  what  he  will,  to  be 

*  fubjeft  to  his  own  fancies  and  imaginations,  to  the 

*  inventions  of  his  own  corrupt  heart  ?  What  a  con- 

*  fufed  building  will  this  be  ?    Surely  this  will  not 

*  long  remain  a  Sion,  but  foon  become  a  Babylon> 

*  even  a  heap  of  diforder  and  confufion.' 

Anjw.  There  is  to  be  no  fuch  kind  of  greatnefs,  no 

fuch  kind  of  authority  j  yet  there  is  both  a  greatnefs 

Vol.  IV.  C  c  and 
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and  authority  fuitable  to  the  flate  of  difciples  j  fuit- 
able  to  that  kind  of  kingdom  whereof  they  are.  There 
are  laws,  there  are  governments,  there  are  governors, 
there  is  a  ruling,  and  there  is  a  fubjeflion  -,  but  all  in 
the  Spirit,  all  fuitable  to  that  which  is  to  be  govern- 
ed ;  but  no  government  of,  or  according  to,  the  flefh. 
As  Chrifl's  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,  fo  the  go- 
vernment of  his  church  and  people  is  not  according  to 
the  world  :  but  as  that  which  gathers  is  his  Spirit,  and 
that  which  is  gathered  is  fpiritual,  fo  that  which  is 
governed  is  the  fpirits  of  his  people,  and  they  are  to 
be  governed  by  his  Spirit,  and  fpiritually,  and  not 
after  a  flefhly  manner.  Thus  Chrift  himfelf,  though 
he  miniftered  to  his  difciples,  yet  he  alfo  was  their 
Lord  and  Mafter,  and  in  the  Spirit  and  life  of  the 
Father  ruled  over  them  ;  and  thus  the  apoftles,  and 
other  minifters  of  Chrift,  had  likewife  in  ^the  Spirit 
the  care  of  the  churches,  and  authority  in  the  Lord 
by  his  Spirit  to  govern  the  fpirits  of  his  people  :  not 
to  govern  after  a  flefhly  manner,  by  their  own  wills, 
nor  to  prefcribe  to  them  in  a  lordly  way,  either  what 
they  fhould  believe  or  praftife  j  but  in  the  liglit  and 
in  the  power  of  the  Spirit,  to  make  their  way  into 
every  one's  confcience  in  the  fight  of,  God,  minifter- 
ing  to  every  one  in  the  Spirit  according  to  their  capa- 
city and  growth,  and  waiting  patiently  for  God  to 
convey  the  food  and  nourifhment,  and  to  build  their 
fpirits  up  in  the  faith  thereby. 

The  fpirit  of  the  prophets  is  fubjedl  to  the  pro- 
phets. Here  is  the  government ;  here  is  the  law  of 
rule  and  fubjeftion  in  the  life.  Every  one  feeling  a 
meafure  of  the  Spirit  in  himfelf,  is  thereby  taught  to 
own  and  lubjedt  to  a  greater  meafure  of  the  fame 
Spirit  in  another.  He  that  hath  no  meafure  of  the 
Spirit  of  God,  he  is  not  of  God,  he  is  none  of  Chrift's  : 
and  he  that  hath  received  a  meafure  of  the  Spirit,  in 
the  fame  Spirit  feels  another's  meafure,  and  owneth  it 
in  its  place  and  fervice,  and  knoweth  its  moving,  and 
cannot  quench  it,  but  giveth  way  to  it  with  joy  and 
delight.     When  the  Spirit  moves  in  any  one  to  ipeak, 

the 
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the  fame  Spirit  moves  in  the  other  to  be  fubjeft  and 
give  way  :  and  fo  every  one  keeping  to  his  own  mea- 
fure  in  the  Spirit,  here  can  be  no  diforder,  but  true 
fubjcction  of  every  fpirit :  and  where  this  is  want- 
ing, it  cannot  be  fuppiied  by  any  outward  rule  or 
order  fet  up  in  the  church  by  common  confent  j  for 
that  is  fleflily,  and  lets  in  the  flefh,  and  deftroys  the 
true  order,  rule,  and  fubjeflion. 

And  then  to  limit  the  government  aright,  thefe  two 
precious  cautions  or  direcSlions  are  added,  pag.  85. 
which  I  am  fure  will  anfwer  the  truth  and  witnefs  of 
God  in  every  confcience. 

Fir  ft,  C^re  mujl  be  had  that  nothing  govern  in  the 
church  of  Chrijl^  but  the  Spirit  of  Chriji. 

Secondly,  ^hat  the  confcience  be  kept  tender^  that  nO' 
thing  be  received  but  according  to  the  light  in  the  con- 
fcience. 

There  is  likewife  an  Obje5fion  anfwered  about  Uni- 
formity^  p.  87,  88.  which  not  being  very  large,  and 
tending  further  to  open  the  fenfe  of  my  heart  in  this 
thing,  I  fnall  alfo  here  annex. 

Obj .  But  is  not  uniformity  lovely ;  and  doth  not  the 
apojlle  exhort  Chriftians  to  be  of  one  mind ;  and  were 
it  not  a  fiveet  thing  if  zve  were  all  of  one  heart j  and 
one  way  ? 

Anfw.  Yea,  uniformity  is  very  lovely,  and  to  be 
defired  and  waited  for,  as  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  which 
is  one,  leads  and  draws  into  one.  But  for  the  fleihly 
part  (the  wife  reafi^ning  part  of  mian)  by  flefhly  ways 
and  means  to  ftrive  to  bring  about  a  flefhly  uniformity, 
which  infnares  and  overbears  the  tender  confcience,. 
this  is  not  lovely,  nor  fpiritual,  nor  Chriftian.  And 
the  apoftle  who  exhorts  Chriftians  to  be  of  oi^e  mind, 
yet  dotii  not  bid  them  force  one  another  into  one 
mind,  but  walk  together  fweetly   fo  far  as  they  had 

C  c  2  attained  ; 
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attained ;  and  wherein  they  were  otherwife  minded, 
God  in  his  due  time  would  reveal  more  to  them,  Phil, 
iii.  15,  16.  He  that  hath,  to  him  fhall  be  given. 
And  the  intent  and  work  of  the  miniftry  (with  the 
feveral  miniftrations  of  it)  is  to  bring  into  the  unity 
(Ephef.  iv.  13.)  as  perfons  are  able  to  follow,  and 
not  to  force  all  men  into  one  pradtice  or  way  j  that 
is  the  way  to  deftroy  the  faith,  and  the  true  unity,  and 
at  beft  can  introduce  but  a  flefhly  appearance  of  unity 
in  fuch  a  form  of  worfhip  and  godlinefs  as  cats  out  the 
power.  And  for  being  of  one  heart,  and  one  way, 
bleffed  be  the  Lord,  this  is  in  meafure  known  and 
witnefTed.  The  way  is  one  j  Chrift  the  truth  of  God  j 
and  he  that  is  in  the  faith,  and  in  the  obedience  to 
that  light  which  fhines  from  his  Spirit  into  the  heart 
of  every  believer,  hath  a  tafte  of  the  one  heart  and 
of  the  one  way  j  and  knoweth  that  no  variety  of  prac- 
tices (which  is  of  God)  can  make  a  breach  in  the 
true  unity.  This  is  the  one  way,  for  every  one  to  be 
fubjeifl  to  that  light  of  Chrift's  Spirit  which  he  hath 
received  from  Chrift ;  and  every  one  keeping  here, 
there  is  alfo  one  heart  kept  in  the  midft  of  all  the 
variety  and  diverfity  of  pradlices.  And  the  unity 
being  thus  kept,  all  will  come  into  one  outwardly  alfo 
at  length,  as  the  light  grows  in  every  one,  and  as 
every  one  grows  into  the  light :  but  this  muft  be  pa- 
tiently waited  for  from  the  hand  of  God  (who  hath 
the  right  way  of  afFedling  it,  and  who  alone  can  do 
it)  and  not  harfhly  and  cruelly  attempted  by  the  rough 
hand  of  man. 

Now  I  defire  all  that  would  not  injure  and  wrong 
another  (in  taking  part;  of  one's  fenfe  and  mind,  and 
concealing  the  other)  to  obferve  how  ferious  my  heart 
is  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  concerning  church-govern- 
ment, and  unity  and  uniformity  among  the  people  of 
the  Lord,  in  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord,  as  the 
Lord  fhaU  pleafe  rightly  and  orderly  to  bring  it  forth, 
and  not  otherwife.  And  my  words  fo  plainly  fignify- 
ing,  and  holding  forth  this,  Oh !  how  will  J.  Penny- 
man 
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man  anfwer  It  to  the  great  God,  for  thus  mlfreprefent- 
ing  me,  and  ftriving  to  make  my  words  fignify  that 
which  they  never  did,  and  as  a  proof  how  contrary 
our  doftrine  was  then,  to  what  it  hath  been  of  late 
years  ;  whereas,  in  that  very  book  he  cites,  my  words 
are  full  concerning  church-government,  the  authority 
of  the  church,  and  the  duty  of  fubje6lion  to  it  in  the 
life,  as  was  before  recited. 

I  have  been  in  a  great  travail  of  fpirit  for  J.  Penny- 
man,  the  Lord  having  fhewed  me  his  fpirit  and  ftate 
(as  he  hath  alfo  done  to  many  others,  who  abide  in 
this  pure  holy  light  which  he  hath  forfaken,  and  is 
departed  from) ;  and  this  hath  been  the  cry  of  my 
heart  to  the  God  and  Father  of  my  life  for  him,  in 
great  brokennefs  and  tears,  many  times ;  Father,  for- 
give him,  for  he  knows  not  what  he  does.  He  knows  not 
what  Spirit  and  fower  he  aEls  againfi,  nor  what  Spirit 
and  power  it  is  that  leads  him.  Oh  I  that  he  might  fee  it, 
and  turn  from  it,  and  live !  And  oh !  that  all  that  err, 
and  are  mifiaken  in  judgment,  might  have  a  fenfe  of  that 
which  is  truth  indeed,  and  of  that  which  is  darknejs  indeed 
in  their  own  hearts  j  and  might  not  put  darknefs  for  light, 
and  light  for  darknefs,  as  too  many  now  do,  to  the  great 
hurt  of  their  own  fouls,  and  the  hardening  of  others  againfi 
God^s  precious  way  and  truth,  which  will  be  bitternefs  in 
the  latter  end  unto  all  fuch  ! 


Co  7  THREE 
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THREE     OR     FOUR 

C  O  N  S  I  D  E  RAT  IONS 

ADDED,   CONCERNING 

C  H  U  R  C  H-G  O  V  E  R  N  M  E  N  T. 


FirJiytT'^HAT  it  is  the  holy  will  and  pleafure  of  the 
X  great  God,  that  his  church  fhould  be 
governed  by  his  Holy  Spirit  and  power  revealed  in  it, 
God  is  the  God  of  order,  and  not  of  confufion,  and  he 
would  have  every  thing  in  the  right  and  holy  order 
every  where,  efpecially  in  his  church.  He  hath  given 
ameafure  of  his  good  Spirit  to  every  man,  and  he 
would  have  every  man  governed  thereby  :  and  he  hath 
given  more  of  his  good  Spirit  and  holy  power  to  his 
church  than  to  any  particular,  and  he  would  have  his 
church  governed  thereby.  Read  the  epiftles  of  Chrift 
to  the  churches  in  the  fecond  and  third  chapters  of  the 
Revelations,  and  fee  how  government  and  care  over 
their  members  is  expected  from  them.  A  church  is  a 
gathering  in  the  name,  power,  and  authority  of  the 
Moft  High ;  and  Chrift,  to  whom  God  gave  all  power 
in  heaven  and  earth,  is  in  them,  and  with  them.  God 
knows  they  can  do  nothing  without  his  power;  and  he 
is  faithful  who  hath  appointed  them  to  meet  together  in 
his  name,  and  he  will  not  fail  them.  How  hath  this 
been  experienced  in  former  days  !  And  how  has  this 
been  experienced  in  this  our  day,  bleffed  be  the  name 
of  our  God !  The  life  that  fprings  in  the  church,  the 
light  that  fhines  in  the  church,  the  power  and  prefence 
of  the  Lord  that  is  revealed  in  his  church,  oh!  how 

glorious 


Three  or  four  Considerations  added.  Sec.  407 

glorious  is  it  ?  God  hath  not  gathered  nor  preferved  a 
people  through  fo  many  trials,  nor  fo  exercifed  and 
built  them  up  in  his  pure  fear.  Holy  Spirit,  and  living 
truth,  to  leave  them  lb  fuddtnly,  and  call  them  off,  as 
fomemen  vainly  imagine;  but  as  the  Lord  hath  thrown 
down  that  which  fliall  never  be  built  up  more,  fo  the 
Lord  hath  built  up  that  which  fhall  never  be  thrown 
down  more,  and  brought  many  of  his  people  to  a  fettled 
ftate,  in  the  unchangeable  truth  and  power. 

Secondly,  It  is  the  great  work  of  Satan,  and  the  great 
interefl  of  Satan,  to  oppofe  the  holy  order  and  govern- 
ment of  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  in  his  church.  It  is  that 
power  which  threw  down  his  kingdom,  and  that  power 
will  keep  his  kingdom  down;  yea,  the  more  that  au- 
thority and  power  is  ellabliihed  in  the  church,  the 
more  he  is  feen  through,  and  his  ftrength  and  fubtilty 
avail  nothing  before  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God 
revealed  in  his  church.  And  this  we  have  obferved, 
and  may  obferve,  in  this  our  day,  the  judgment  of  the 
church,  the  life  in  the  church,  the  light  that  hath 
Itayed  with  the  church  and  holy  gathering,  while  par- 
ticulars fometimes  have  been  miftaken,  and  erred  about 
the  light  in  themfelves,  have  been  a  ilay  to  thofe  that 
have  hearkened  to  her  voice,  and  a  means  to  help  to  re- 
cover thofe,  who  through  the  ilrength  of  the  tempta- 
tion, and  their  too  confident  leaning  to  that  which 
they  took  for  the  light  within,  and  not  confuUing  with 
thole  whom  God  had  ordained  to  be  an  help  to  the 
weak,  and  had  a  clearer  eye-fight  and  underftanding  in 
the  truth  than  themfelves-,  I  fay,  the  I'ght  that  hath 
Hayed  with  the  church,  hath  been  a  help  to  recover 
I'uch  who  have  millaken  in  judgment,  and  erred  from 
the  light  in  their  own  particulars. 

Thirdly,  There  is  great  benefit  and  fafety  to  every 
particular  in  the  holy  order  and  government  v/hich  God 
hatli  ordained  in  his  church.  God  knoweth  it  is  not 
fit  for  believers  or  his  gathered  ones  to  be  alone,  and 
therefore  he  hath  appointed,  that  by  the  fame  power 
and  Spirit  which  gathered  them,  they  fhould  be  added 
to  the  church  which  he  hath  already  gathered.     And 

C  c  ^:^  then 
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then  they  are  in  the  place  where  God  takes  care  of  them  j 
where  the  Lord  God  appears  -,  where  the  Lord  God 
dwells.  For  as  he  dwelt  outwardly  in  the  national 
church  of  the  Jews,  fo  he  dwells  inwardly  in  the  fpiri- 
tual  church,  and  gathering  of  believers.  There  life  is 
in  its  unity  and  ftrengthi  there  light  Ihines  as  in  its 
proper  place;  there  the  Shepherd  is  who  keeps  the 
iheep  from  erring  •,  there  the  leading  power,  the  pre- 
lerving  power,  the  ordering  power,  is  daily  waiting  for, 
and  experienced  in  its  brightnefs  and  clearnefs.  "  Woe 
"  is  to  him  that  is  alone;"  but  blefllngs  are  upon  him 
who  is  in  unity  with  God's  holy  gathered  people,  and 
U  in  the  fenfe  of,  and  under  the  guidance  of,  that  Spirit 
which  is  continually  prefent  with  them.  And  as  we 
have  witnefled  bleffings  in  our  firfl  gathering,  as  we 
were  gathered  and  joined  to  the  light.  Spirit,  and  power 
of  the  holy  God  in  our  own  particulars,  fo  we  have 
witnefled  bleflings  in  our  unity  with  the  life  in  the 
body.  Oh!  how  every  motion  of  life  is  felt  here! 
How  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God  is  revealed  here  ! 
What  help  is  adminiftered  to  every  member  there ! 
How  is  the  knitting  in  the  life,  and  the  flowing  of  the 
life  and  holy  power  from  vefliel  to  veflel,  daily  expe- 
rienced there !  So  that  every  one  is  quickened  with  the 
pure  life  -,  every  one  feafoned  with  the  pure  fait ;  every 
virgin  anointed  with  the  holy  ointment  •,  every  one 
leavened  with  the  leaven  which  unleavens  to  fm  and 
Satan,  and  leavens  to  God.  Indeed  my  foul  daily 
blefleth  the  Lord,  not  only  that  he  hath  viflted  me,^ 
but  brought  me  into  the  holy  living  fociety-,  and  that 
daily  the  Lord  vouchfafeth  to  give  me  to  partake  of 
their  life  and  Spirit,  in  which  life  and  Spirit  I  have 
unity  with  them,  and  love  them,  and  honour  them,  and 
not  out  of  it.  Oh!  praifes,  and  everlalting  honour, 
^nd  renown  to  the  Lord  my  God,  who  hath  remem- 
bered me  with  the  favour  he  bears  to  his  people,  and 
hath  fo  viflted  me  with  his  falvation,  that  he  hath  given 
me  to  fee  the  good  of  his  chofen,  and  caufed  my  poor,^ 
defolate,  mourning  foul  to  rejoice  in  the  gladnefs  of 
his  natipn,   and  to  glory  in  him  with  his  inheritance. 

Glorious 
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Glorious  things  were  fpoken  of  the  church  under  the 
law ;  a  glorious  power  and  prefence  was  with  that 
outward  people,  under  that  outward  covenant;  but  this 
was  but  a  fhadow  of  the  glory  that  was  to  be  revealed 
in  the  church  of  the  new  covenant,  and  of  the  prefence 
and  power  of  the  living  God,  that  was  to  be  manifefted 
and  dwell  there.  And  indeed  it  is  manifefted,  indeed  it 
doth  dwell  there,  and  thofe  that  are  the  begotten,  and 
born,  and  preferved  by  God's  Holy  Spirit,  and  power 
of  the  immortal  Word  of  life,  daily  witnefs  it. 

Fourthly y  The  glory  and  beauty  of  the  New-Teftament- 
church  doth  in  no  fmall  degree  confift  in  the  holy  order 
and  government  of  them,  as  a  fpiritual  living  body, 
by  the  blefTed  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord. 

There  were  four  things  wherein  the  glory  of  the  church 
of  the  Jews  under  the  covenant  did  much  confift. 

The  Jirji  was,  in  the  falvation  wherewith  God  vifited 
them,  and  which  he  beftowed  upon  them.  *'  Happy 
"  art  thou,  O  Ifrael!  Who  is  like  to  thee,  O  people 
"  faved  by  the  Lord,  the  fhield  of  thy  help,  and  who 
"  is  the  fword  of  thine  excellency.  And  thine  enemies 
"  fhall  be  found  liars  unto  thee,  and  thou  fhalt  tread 
*'  upon  their  high-places,"  Deut.  xxxiii.  29. 

Secondly^  In  the  gifts  God  beftowed  upon  them ;  for 
God  did  adorn  and  beautify  that  people  with  the  good 
things  which  he  beftowed  upon  them,  Ezek.  xvi.  14. 

Thirdly^  In  the  prefence  of  the  Lord  their  God  in  the 
midft  of  them,  the  ark  of  whofe  prefence  was  with 
them,  and  whole  dwelling-place  was  among  them,  and 
who  was  nigh  unto  them  to  be  enquired  of  by  them, 
and  to  anfwer  and  fupply  them  with  all  that  they  wanted 
and  called  upon  him  for,  Deut.  iv.  7. 

Fourthly^  In  the  holy  ftatutes  and  righteous  judgments 
which  God  gave  them  to  be  ordained  and  governed  by, 
as  his  chofen  people,  ver.  5,  6,  and  8. 

Now  all  thefe  are  much  more  fulfilled  in  tlie  New- 
Teftament-churchj  for^ 

Firfty. 
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Firftj  There  is  the  falvation  witneflfed,  which  this  out- 
ward falvation  of  this  outward  people  was  but  a  figure 
of.  There  the  everlafting  arm  of  God's  power  is  re- 
vealed in  an  inward  and  Spiritual  way  and  manner,  to 
deftroy  the  enemies  of  a  man's  own  houfe,  to  redeem 
from  Satan,  to  cut  Rahab,  to  wound  the  dragon  in- 
wardly, and  to  defend  his  gathered  people  from  the 
inroads  of  his  ftrength,  and  from  the  fubtilty  of  his 
temptations. 

Secondly,  The  Lord  doth  give  great  gifts  to  his 
churches;  he  bleffeth  them  with  all  fpiritual  bleffings 
in  heavenly  things  in  Chrift.  Mark  the  diverfity  of 
gifts,  and  diverfity  of  manifeftations,  which  God  gave 
to  his  churches  in  the  apoftles  days,   i  Cor.  xii.  4,  &c. 

"Thirdly y  There  was  God's  prefence  revealed ;  there 
Chrift  was  in  the  midft,  whenever  they  were  gathered 
together  in  his  name.  Every  church  (as  well  as  that 
of  the  Ephefians)  was  built  up  together  an  habitation 
of  God  through  the  Spirit,  Ephef.  ii.  22.  Yea, 
Chrift  was  head  over  all  things  to  the  church,  which 
is  his  body,  the  fulnefs  of  him  that  fiUeth  all  in  all, 
chap.  i.  22,  23.  Yea,  they  were,  and  are,  the  temple 
of  the  living  God,  in  which  God  would  dwell  and  walk, 
and  be  their  God,  and  they  his  people,  1  Cor.  vi.  16. 

Fourthly,  The  holy  order  of  his  own  Spirit  and  life 
God  will  not  fail  to  reveal  unto  them,  that  they  may 
walk  in  the  Spirit  of  the  gofpel,  in  the  power  of  the 
gofpel,  in  the  order  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  holy 
government  of  God's  Spirit  and  power  may  ftiine  in  the 
mid  ft  of  them,  and  that  God  may  blefs  them  as 
an  habitation  of  juftice,  and  mountain  of  holinefs, 
Jer.  xxi.  23. 

The  church  is  a  body ;  every  particular  foul  that  is 
renewed,  quickened,  and  kept  alive,  is  a  member. 
Now  every  member  needs  the  prefence  and  power  of 
that  Spirit  which  quickened  it,  to  nourifti,  keep  alive, 
and  order  it.  And  the  church  hath  much  more  need  of 
the  Spirit  to  be  prefent  with  it,  to  guide  and  order  it, 
and  keep  it  in  the  holy  order,  power,  and  government 
of  life.     And  this  order  and  holy  government  in  the 

Spiriti 
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Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord  was  brought  forth  in  the 
apoftles  days  :  for  the  apoftles  did  rejoice  in  it  con- 
cerning that  church  of  ColofTe,  who  joyed  beholding 
their  order,  and  the  ftedfaftnefs  of  their  faith  in  Chrift, 
ColofT.  ii.  5.  For  the  apoftles  and  miniilers  of  Chrift 
did  let  things  in  order  in  that  day.  Tit.  i.  5.  i  Cor.  xi. 
34.  and  it  was  their  joy  to  lee  that  order  obferved,  and 
their  grief  when  they  were  unruly,  and  would  not  be 
fubjecl  to  the  holy  order  and  government  of  the  church, 
I  Their.  V.  14.  Tit.  i.  10.  And  the  church  of  Corinth, 
though  it  fell  fliort  in  no  gift,  yet  falling  fhort  in  order, 
it  did  not  arrive  at  the  glory  of  fome  other  churches. 

The  fpiritual  Solomon,  who  is  full  of  the  wifdom  of 
God,  oh  !  the  bleffed  order  and  holy  government  that 
he  brings  forth  among  his  church  and  people  !  How 
doth  God  eilabliili  Jerufalem,  and  make  her  a  praife  in 
the  earth,  but  by  the  holy  order  and  blelfed  govern- 
ment of  his  Spirit,  governing  her  as  a  church,  as  a 
fpiritual  body,  by  his  own  pure  wifdom,  which  no  other 
government  or  order  can  come  near.''  And  truly  my 
heart  hath  been  often  attecled  and  filled  with  a  ravifh- 
ing  joy,  when  I  have  beheld  the  heavenly  and  bleffed 
order  and  government  which  the  Lord  God  of  wifdom 
hath  already  brought  forth  among  us,  and  guided  us  in, 
to  the  comfort  and  refrefnment  of  many,  and  to  the  in- 
jury and  hurt  of  none,  neither  without  nor  within. 
And  indeed  we  do  not  delire  any  greatnefs  or  authority 
of  man;  but  only  of  the  Lord  our  God  in  the  midft  of 
us,  that  all  men  may  be  but  his  fervants  and  minifters  in 
the  church,  and  to  the  church,  for  the  good  of  the 
church.  No,  no-,  this  is  tlie  day  of  the  Lord,  of  the 
fetting  up  and  exalting  of  his  power  in  the  church, 
which  the  church  waiteth  for,  and  knovveth  the  appear- 
ance of,  and  cannot  bear  the  exaltation  of  man  (of 
man's  Ipirit,  wifdom,  power,  and  authority)  inftead  of 
the  Lord's.  Yet  nothing  that  comech  from  the  Lord, 
from  his  pure  life  and  Spirit  in  any,  muft  be  rejeded: 
and  if  the  Lord  pleafe  to  m.ike  ufe  of  thofe  whom  he  did 
make  ufe  of  to  gather  home  to  himfelf ;  I  fay,  if  he 
hath  given  them  gifts,  and  pleafe  to  make  ufe  of  them 

alfo 
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alfo  in  building  up,  and  manifcfting  the  holy  order  of 
his  Holy  Spirit  and  power,  the  Lord  muffc  not  be  re- 
filled or  withftood  therein  j  but  whatever  comes  from 
him  mufl  be  received  with  thankfulnefs,  through  what 
inftrument  foever  he  pleafe  to  convey  it. 

Objed;.  But  have  I  not  been  taught  to  be  fubjeSi  to  the 
light  in  my  own  hearty  and  to  make  that  my  judge?  And  is 
not  this  another  J  or  neWy  or  different  do5irine  from  thaty 
now  to  tell  me  I  mujl  fubje5l  to  the  light  of  God's  Spirit 
in  his  church  P  Suppofe  that  which  the  church  requires ,  or 
orderSy  or  holds  forth^  be  different  from  my  lights  or  be 
not  yet  revealed  to  me  by  the  light  wherewith  God  hath 
enlightened  mcj  muji  I  deny  the  light  wherewith  God  hath 
enlightened  me,  and  fubjeSi  to  the  church's  light?  Or 
muJi  I  pra5fife  as  the  church  orders ,  before  I  have  light  and 
faith  in  my  own  particular  ? 

Anfw.  I  fhall  anfwer  this  queftion  according  to  the 
naked  and  plain  fenfe  of  truth  in  my  heart. 

Firfi,  God  gives  power  to  his  church  to  perform  all 
that  he  requires  of  her  as  a  church.  Now  the  church  is 
a  fpiritual  body,  and  is  to  take  care  of  her  members, 
to  look  after  them  that  they  mind  the  truth,  and  walk 
according  to  truth,  and  to  admonifh  and  reprove  them 
when  they  do  otherwife.  And  every  member  of  the 
church  ought  to  hear  the  church,  in  whatever  Ihe  fpeaks 
unto  it  from  God, 

Secondly,  Every  member  'hath  need  of  the  light. 
Spirit,  and  power  which  God  gives  his  church,  and 
reveals  in  his  church,  for  the  good  of  the  body,  and 
the  benefit  and  advantage  of  each  member  therein. 

Thirdly,  The  light.  Spirit  and  power  in  the  churcK 
is  never  contrary  to  the  light.  Spirit,  and  power  in  any 
member  J  but  always  one  with  it,  and  a  cherifher  and 
preferver  of  what  God  begets,  and  which  anfwers  his 
witnefs  in  any.  The  new  Jerufalem,  the  church  of 
God's  building  in  his  own  Spirit  and  power,  is  a  city  at 
unity  with  itfelf.  The  greateil  degree  of  light  owns, 
and  is  at  unity  with,  the  leaft  •,  and  the  leaft  degree  of 
light  hath  a  fcnfe  of  that  which  is  in  degree  and  meafure 
above  it. 

Fourthly^ 
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Fourthly y  The  light  in  the  weakefl,  which  they  are  at 
firft  to  be  turned,  and  afterwards  to  be  kept  to,  though 
there  is  a  fufficiency  in  it  for  the  particular,  yet  they 
are  not  fo  underfta;nding  and  fenfible  of  it  as  thofe 
whofe  fenfes  have  been  long  exercifed  in  the  living 
truth,  and  are  grown  in  the  holy  experience.  There- 
fore as  the  elders  are  to  be  tender  of  the  younger,  ^o 
the  younger  are  to  reverence  the  elders  in  the  Lord,  and 
not  to  flight  their  teftimony,  experience,  or  judgment  in 
the  truth.  When  we  were  firil  convinced  of  the  truth, 
were  we  not  in  a  great  degree  ignorant  and  doubtful 
concerning  the  rifings  and  motions  of  it  in  the  heart, 
which  the  eye  being  yet  weak,  could  not  clearly  dif- 
tinguifh  ?  And  oh !  how  helpful  to  us  was  the  tender 
care  and  advice  of  fuch  whom  God  had  made  ac- 
quainted with  thofe  things,  and  were  able  to  give  us 
true  judgment  from  him,  in  fuch  cafes  as  our  weak 
minds  were  apt  to  be  entangled  about,  and  could  not 
fee  through? 

Fifthly^  Great  fobriety  is  needful  in  fuch  cafes,  wherein 
men  are  too  prone  to  be  judging  others,  efpecially  the 
church  of  God.  Every  man  is  to  take  heed  of  think- 
ing of  himfelf  more  highly  than  he  ought  to  think ; 
but  to  think  foberly,  according  as  God  hath  dealt  to 
every  man  the  meafure  of  faith,  Rom.  xii.  3.  And  the 
young  men  (who  have  not  the  experience  of  the  aged, 
and  are  moil  apt  to  confidence  and  excurfions)  are  in  a 
fpecial  manner  to  be  exhorted  to  be  fober-minded,  Tit. 
ii.  6.  Men  may  eafily  judge  that  others  err,  and  that 
they  themfelves  keep  to  the  light  and  meafure  of  truth 
in  their  own  particulars  •,  but  it  is  hard  to  do  it.  But 
they  that  indeed  do  it,  abide  in  the  humility,  and  in- 
jnocency,  and  lamb-like  fpirir,  which  would  give  no 
offence  in  any  thing,  neither  to  Jew  nor  Gentile,  nor  to 
the  church  of  God.  If  it  will  go  fo  hard  with  him  that 
offends  one  of  Chrift's  little-ones,  how  will  it  go  with 
him  that  offends  his  church,  wherein  his  power  and 
glory  rifeth,  and  is  eftablifhed  ?  The  church  is  not 
apt  to  be  fuch  an  erring  body  from  the  liglit,  Spirit,  and 
power  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  as  many  (who  millake  con- 
cerning 
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cerning  the  light  in  their  own  particulars)  are  too  apt 
to  fuppofe. 

Lajlly^  Ever  fince  the  fall  of  man,  man  hath  been 
fccretly,  or  more  manifeftly,  diredled  by  a  light,  or  the 
principle  within,  to  diredt  or  guide  his  ways.  To 
Adam  the  holy  feed  was  promifed,  which  was  not  only 
to  appear  outwardly  in  a  body  of  flefh,  but  alfo  within 
in  man's  heart,  to  bruife  the  lerpent's  head  there.  And 
the  holy  patriarchs  had  not  the  letter  outwardly,  but 
God's  Spirit  inwardly  to  be  their  guide  and  teacher, 
which  did  alfo  ftrive  with  the  wicked  old  world  be- 
fore the  flood.  The  Jews  alfo  were  directed  to  the  word 
nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart :  and  this  word  fliewed  alfo 
to  the  Gentiles  what  was  good,  and  what  the  Lord  re- 
quired of  them;  and  by  this  Word  fuchof  the  Gentiles 
as  hearkened  to  it  felt  fomewhat  of  the  new  creation, 
and  of  the  new  nature,  by  which  nature  they  did  in 
meafure  anfwer  the  holy  law  of  God,  and  do  the  things 
contained  in  the  law,  which  by  the  old  corrupt  nature 
no  man  can  do.  Alfo  Chrift  preached  the  kingdom, 
or  feed  of  the  kingdom  within.  And  the  apoftles 
preached  the  fame  word  of  faith  within,  which  Mofes 
had  teftified  of. 

Yet  in  none  of  thefe  difpenfations  was  any  teilimony 
from  God  to  be  defpifed ;  but  his  voice  to  be  heard  in 
the  prophets,  in  Chrift,  and  in  the  apoftles.  And 
though  men  are  bleffedly  and  glorioufly  turned,  and  to 
be  turned  to  the  light  within,  in  thefe  our  days;  yet 
they  are  not  thereby  taught  to  negleft  or  defpife  the 
voice  of  God,  in  any  whom  he  fends  and  fpeaks  by,  and 
pretend  it  is  contrary  to  their  light-,  but  to  lie  low  be- 
fore the  Lord,  that  in  the  true  humility  and  holy  fear, 
they  may  know  the  voice  of  the  Shepherd,  both  in  their 
own  hearts,  and  in  whomfoever  he  pleafeth  to  fpeak. 
For  the  Great  Almighty  God  is  not  limited,  but  he  may 
fpeak  in  and  through  whom  he  pleafeth.  He  may  fpeak 
to  me  from  the  anointing  in  my  own  heart,  and  the  holy 
anointing  may  pleafe  to  fpeak  to  me  through  others ; 
and  fo  far  as  1  am  of  God,  and  fenfible  of  his  appear- 
ance, I  cannot  defpife  the  voice  of  the  anointing  in  my 

own 
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own  heart,  or  through  others.  Yea,  truth  teacheth 
that  modefty,  temperance,  humility,  tendernefs,  and 
fobriety,  that  I  dare  not  delpife  the  voice  that  pretends 
to  the  anointing  in  any,  until  I  have  made  trial  of  it. 
Yea,  John  i'ennyman's  voice  and  teftimony  I  durft  not 
condemn,  until  the  Lord  my  God,  in  the  unerring 
light  and  pure  fpringing  life,  manifefted  unto  me  that  it 
is  not  of  him,  but  of  the  transforming  enemy,  who  had 
bewitched  and  deceived  him  by  his  ftrong  delufions  (he 
forfaking  the  rock,  which  would  have  been  his  ftrength), 
to  receive  and  believe  a  lie,  inftead  of  the  truth. 

Oh  !  bleffed  be  the  Lord  for  the  building  up  fuch  a 
church,  and  fpeaking  to  us  through  his  church  !  And 
happy  are  they  that  hear  her  voice,  and  fo  keep  to  their 
own,  as  to  know  the  voice  of  their  own  in  the  church, 
and  are  not  through  temptation  prejudiced  againll  it. 
For  it  is  the  Lord's  gathering,  and  the  Lord  is  with  it; 
and  the  people  who  have  been  gathered  by  the  Lord, 
and  are  daily  taught  by  him,  keep  with  him.  And 
though  fome  may  depart  from  us,  and  through  error  of 
judgment  teflify  againil  us,  yet  truth  abides,  and  the 
Lord's  people  abide  with  the  truth,  and  his  building 
goeth  on,  and  the  holy  government  of  his  Son  en- 
creafeth  in  it,  and  the  Lord  appears  more  and  more  in- 
wardly in  his  glory,  as  the  hearts  of  his  people  are  made 
capable  to  receive  it  from  him.  And  in  all  the  goings 
out  of  any,  and  apoiiafies  that  have  been  in  any, 
through  hearkening  to  a  wrong  fpirit,  they  that  have 
heard  and  reverenced  the  voice  and  teftimony  of  the 
church,  and  God's  chofen  and  blefled  miniflry,  v/hich 
he  hath  raifed  among  us,  have  flill  been  preferved  ;  and 
tiiey  that  have  gone  therefrom,  been  betrayed.  And  it 
is  my  faith,  this  church  of  God's  gathering  fhall  Hill 
be  preferved,  and  grow  in  the  holy  dominion  and  au- 
thority of  God's  bleffed  Spirit ;  and  that  all  her  ene- 
mies lliall  be  found  liars  unto  her,  and  fhe  fliall  tread 
upon  their  high  places,  and  fhall  grow  and  profper  the 
more  by  all  oppofition;  the  everlaiting  arm  and  wifdom 
of  the  Almighty  being  with  her,  to  preferve,  profper, 
and  blefs  her,  fo  be  it.     Amen. 
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According  to  the  Scriptures  of  Truth, 

AND    ACCORDING    TO 

True  Experience  felt  in  the  Heart  from  the 
GOD     of     TRUTH. 

By    ISAAC    PENINGTON. 


"  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  to  a  grain  of  muftard- 
*'  feed,  which  a  man  took  and  fowed  in  his  field. 
"  Which  indeed  is  the  leaft  of  all  feeds:  but  when  it 
"  is  grown,  it  is  the  greateft  among  herbs,  &c." 
Matt.  xiii.  31,  32. 

'*'  Being  born  again,  not  of  corruptible  feed,  but  in- 
*'  corruptible,  by  the  word  of  God  which  liveth  and 
"  abideth  for  ever."  1  Pet.  i.   23. 

"  Whofoever  is  born  of  God,  doth  not  commit  fin-, 
"  for  his  feed  remaineth  in  him :  and  he  cannot  fin, 
**  becaufe  he  is  born  of  God."  i  John  iii.  9. 

Vol.  IV.  D  d 


vl        Ci 


/i 


uwi^rf3o-?xiB  m9*)c! 


[    419    ] 


THE 


R      E      F      A      C      E. 


I  WOULD  fain  have  (and  my  foul  exceedingly 
breathes  to  the  Lord  for  it)  disputing  about  reli- 
gion come  to  an  end,  and  the  right  underftanding, 
pradifing,  and  experiencing  the  true  religion  begun  and 
go  on  in  mens  hearts.  The  gofpel-religion,  in  the 
apoftles  days,  did  begin  in  the  evidence  and  demonftra- 
tion  of  God's  Spirit  inwardly  i  and  it  cannot  rightly 
begin  any  otherwife  now.  Nor  can  it  rightly  go  on  any 
other  way,  but  according  to  its  beginning:  for  they  that 
begin  in  the  Spirit,  cannot  poffibly  rightly  go  on,  or 
be  made  perfe6l,  by  the  flefh.  Did  the  apoftles  in  vain 
wait  for  the  Spirit  and  power  from  on  high  ?  Can  the 
Gofpel-miniftry,  or  gofpel-work  in  any  heart,  be  carried 
on  without  it?  Or  did  they  in  vain  turn  men  from 
Satan's  power  to  God  ?  Can  the  leaft  true  change  be 
wrought  in  the  heart,  without  the  operation  of  God*s 
Holy  Spirit  and  power  there  ?  And  to  be  turned  to 
wait  for,  and  taught  to  know,  the  rifings  of  the  pure 
power  of  the  Lord  inwardly  (which  is  fo  neceflfary  to 
begin,  preferve,  and  carry  on  the  work),  oh !  what  a 
precious  miniftration  of  life,  and  of  the  gofpel,  is  this 
from  the  Lord  ?  The  thing  that  we  wanted,  and 
mourned  after  all  our  days,  in  our  feveral  ftrains  and 
ways  of  profefTion,  without  the  knowledge  of  this,  is 
now  met  with  ;  bleffed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael,  who 
hath  caft  up  and  prepared  the  way  (according  to  his 
promife)  before  the  face  of  all  people.  Whoever  hath 
an  ear  to  hear  what  the  Spirit  faith  to  the  churches  of 
his  owr;  gathering,   or  from  the  angel  of  his  own  fend- 
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ing,  may  now  hear  the  bleffed  tidings  of  the  reign  of 
the  King   of   Ifrael,  and  of  Sion  his  holy  hill,    and 
Jerufalem  his  holy  city  -,  and  how  to  wait  for  the  law 
going  out  of  Sion,    and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from 
Jerufalem,  and  how  he  may  receive  the  fheep's  nature, 
and  the   fheep's   ear,    which   hears   the   voice   of   the 
Shepherd,  and  is  not  deceived  about  it.    Oh !  come  out 
of  the  vain  difputing  mind,  and  thou  comeil  out  of 
deceit !  Come  into   the  true  filence  and  ftilling  of  the 
liefhly  part  thither,  where  God's  voice  is  heard  and  un- 
derftood ;  and  thou  comeft  into  true  certainty.     There 
thou  comeft  to  hear  the  vpice  behind  thee,  calling  thee 
from  every  falfe  way  (wliich  is  polluted,  and  where  thy 
foul's  reft  is  not)  and  dire6ling  thee  to  the  true  way,  to 
the  way  of  holinefs,  livingly  pointing  out  and  faying 
to  thee,  *'  This  is  the  way,  walk  in   it.'*     This  is  the 
way  of  life,  thi$  is  the  way  of  truth,    this  is  the  way 
of  peace,  this  is  the  way  of  holinefs-,  here  all  the  true 
travellers  are  to  walk,  with  their  faces  Sion-wards,  to 
obtain  the  kingdom  and  righteoufnefs  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift.     Now,  Oh!   every  one  that  truly  thirlls,  why 
do  ye  not  come  to  the  waters  ?  God  hath  opened  the  way, 
he  heartily  invites  you-,  yea,  "  the  Spirit  and  the  bride 
*^  fay  come,  and  take  the  waters  of  life  freely."     Oh  ! 
wait  to  know  the  inward  holy  power,   and  the  inward 
birth,  and  the  inward  teaching,   and  the  inward  cove- 
nant,   and  this   birth's   overcoming,    by    the    inward 
power,    the  inward  enemies ;    that  ye  being  delivered 
from  them,  may  come  to  enjoy  the  well  of  life,  and  to  fit 
down  in  the  heavenly  places  in  Chrift  Jefus,  where  the 
true  reft  is-,  and  in  the  ftrength,  life,  and  virtue  of  his 
Spirit,  may  ferve  the  Lord  in  righteoufnefs  and  holinefs, 
without  fear  of  thofe  enemies  which  the  Lord   hath 
delivered  you  from,   and  which  his  love,  mercy,  and 
power,  is  as  a  wing  over  you  to  preferve  you  for  ever 
from  -,  I  fay,  that  ye  may  ferve  the  Lord  your  God  out 
of  the  fear  of  thefe,  and  feed  on  his  holy  mountain,  out 
pf  the  reach  of  thofe,  in  the  majefty  of  the  name  of  the 
Lord  our  God,  and  thefe  may  not  be  able  to  make  you 
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afraid,  or  difturb  your  red,  or  hinder  your  fweet  en- 
joyment and  precious  fervice  of  your  God  any  more! 
Oh  !  ye  that  are  afraid  of  being  deceived,  take  heed 
that  ye  be  not  deceived  inwardly  in  your  hearts,  about 
thefe  things  •,  and  by  the  veil  which  the  enemy  fpreads 
there,  hindered  and  deprived  of  your  fhare  in  the 
bleiTcd  adminiftration  of  the  Spirit,  life,  and  power  of 
our  Lord  Jcfus ;  whom  to  know  after  the  flelh  (or  as 
man  can  comprehend  concerning  him  in  his  carnal 
mind)  is  of  little  value;  but  to -know  him  inwardly 
and  fpiritually,  to  live  and  reign,  and  to  exercife  his 
dominion  in  the  heart  over  every  temptation,  and  over 
all  that  is  contrary  to  God  (whenever  any  fuch  thing 
appears)  is  a  pure,  living,  excellent,  and  fatisfadory 
knowledge  of  him;  which  the  Lord  lead  every  truly- 
hungering  and  thirlling  foul  towards  the  obtaining  and 
full  enjoyment  oi\   Amen. 
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CONCERNING    THE 

S    E    E    D     of      GOD, 

OR    THE 

S  E  E  D  of    the  K  I  N  G  D  O  M: 

What  it  is :  Where  it  is  to  be  found :  Who  fowed 
it  there:  What  is  hid  or  wrapped  up  in  it:  What 
is  its  Nature:  What  its  Effeds :  Of  its  Growth, 
and  Hindrances  thereof:  Of  its  BlelTednefs,  and 
how  it  makes  Bleffed?  How  Christ  is  formed 
of  this  Seed;  and  how  the  Soul  is  born  of  this 
Immortal  Seed. 


Firft,  T  T  7  HAT  the  feed  is  ? 

Anjw.  VV  Th^  ^*^^d  of  God  is  the  word  of  God  •, 
the  feed  of  the  kingdom  is  the  word  of  the  kingdom. 
It  is  a  meafure  of  the  light  and  life,  of  the  grace  and 
truth,  which  is  by  Jefus  Chrift,  whereof  in  him  is  the 
fulnefs.  It  is  an  heavenly  talent,  or  manifeftation  of 
his  Spirit  in  the  heart,  which  is  given  to  man  for  him, 
in  the  virtue  and  ftrength  of  Chrift,  to  improve  for  God. 
This  which  God  hath  placed  in  man,  to  witnefs  for 
himfelf,  and  to  guide  man  from  evil  unto  good  (in  the 
pure  breathings,  quickenings,  and  fhinings  of  it)  this 
is  the  feed,  which  is  freely  bellowed  on  man,  to  fpring 
up  and  remain  in  him,  and  to  gather  him  out  of  him- 
felf, into  itfelf. 

Secondly 
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Secondly,  PFho  is  the  fower  of  this  feed  ? 

/injw.  God,  in  and  through  Chrift.  He  is  the  good 
hulbandman.  He,  by  the  word  which  created  all  in  the 
beginning,  creates  anew  in  Chrift  Jefiis,  renews  his 
Workmanfliip  in  man,  and  puts  a  meafure  of  this  word 
or  Spirit  of  life  in  man's  heart,  whereby  he  renews 
him;  and  they  that  are  thus  renewed  by  him,  are  his 
workmanlhip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works. 

Thirdly,  Where  is  this  feed  to  be  founds 

Anjw.  Where  God  fows  it,  which  is  in  the  inward 
earth.  It  is  an  inward  feed,  and  it  is  fowed  in  inward 
land  or  earth-,  that  is,  in  the  hearts  of  men.  There 
the  light  of  the  word  fhines,  there  the  life  of  the  word 
is  felt,  ftirring  fecretly  in  and  quickening  thofe  that 
were  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins.  There  the  voice  and 
call  of  the  word  is  heard,  calling  from  unrighteoufnefs 
and  fin,  to  righteoufnefs  and  holinefs. 

Fourthly,  In  what  forts  of  earth  is  this  heavenly  feed 
fown  ? 

Anfw.  In  all  forts-,  in  thorny  ground,  ftony  ground, 
highway  ground,  and  good  ground.  God's  inward 
lightenings  enlighten  the  inward  world  throughout;  fo 
that  God  hath  not  left  any  man  without  a  witnefs  in  his 
confcicnce  againft  fin.  So  that,  though  man's  con- 
fcience  be  corrupt,  and  his  light  become  darknefs,  yet 
God's  witnefs  in  his  confcicnce  can  never  be  corrupted  ; 
but  whenever  it  witnefl"eth  there,  it  witnefleth  the  truth 
for  God,  and  againft  man,  and  the  corruption  and 
fcarednefs  of  his  heart  and  confcience. 

Fifthly,  In  what  fort  of  earth  it  brings  forth  good  fruit 
to  perfe^ion. 

Anf-w.  Only  in  the  good  ground.  It  brings  forth 
fruit  in  other  grounds,  and  the  fruit  it  brings  forth  is 
good.  The  convidtions  are  good,  the  defires  be- 
gotten there  by  it,  and  that  arife  from  it,  are  good. 
The  leaving  off 'of  fome  bad  things,  and  doing  fome 
good  things,  is  good  •,  but  the  thorns,  the  cares, 
the  worldlinefs,  the  tear  of  perfecution,  that  fpring  up 
from  another  root,   and  are  of  another  nature,  choke 
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the  good  which  the  feed  brings  forth  in  the  thorny 
ground,  and  ftifle  and  choke  the  feed  itfelf  alfo,  in  fuch 
kind  of  grounds.  But  in  the  good  ground  which 
yields  its  whole  nourilhment  to  the  good  feed,  and  will 
not  yield  nourifhment  to  any  bad ;  the  good  feed  not 
only  fprings  Up,  but  brings  forth  fruit  to  perfeftion. 

Sixthly,  How  may  the  ground  that  is  bad  be  made  good? 
Was  not  the  ground  which  is  now  good,  once  bad,  and 
may  net  the  ground  which  is  now  bad,  be  made  good  ? 

Anjw.  God  hath  (hut  up  all  men  in  unbelief,  that  he 
might  have  mercy  upon  all.  The  heart  that  is  now  foft, 
was  once  hard.  The  heart  that  is  now  believing,  was 
once  in  the  unbelief.  The  heart  that  now  loves  God, 
was  once  in  the  enmity.  The  plough  of  God,  put  into 
the  thorny  ground,  tearing  it  up,  and  rooting  out  the 
thorns  thereof,  will  change  its  nature,  and  make  it  be- 
come better. 

"  Break  up  your  fallow  ground:  fow  not  among 
**  thorns  •/'  faid  God  to  his  Ifrael  of  old.  And  the  • 
ftony  ground,  if  the  ftones  be  picked  out  of  it,  will  be 
lefs  ftony  J  yea,  not  at  all  Itony,  if  all  the  ftones  be 
picked  out.  And  the  highway  ground^  being  inclofcd, 
and  dreffed  by  God's  Spirit  and  power,  will  be  no 
longer  common  or  highway  ground.  Doth  not  man, 
by  care,  art,  and  indullry,  change  the  nature  of  out- 
ward land  or  ground?  Surely  then  the  Lord,  by  the 
word  of  his  pov/er,  by  his  inward  deftroying  of  evil, 
and  creating  good  anew,  can  change  the  nature  of 
ground  inwardly. 

Now  for  the  clearer  and  plainer  fignifying  of  what 
yet  remains  on  my  heart,  concerning  this  precious  feed 
of  life,  or  feed  of  the  kingdom  of  God ;  I  fliall  diftri- 
bute  it  under  thefe  three  heads-,  under  which  the  things 
mentioned  in  the  foregoing  title  will  he  comprized. 

I.  What  is  hid  or  wrapped  up  in  this  feed, 

II.  The  nature  of  it. 

III.  The  effeds  of  it. 

I.  What 
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I. 

What  is  hid  or  wrapped  up  in  this  precious  heavenly  Seed. 

yf;//^.TNDEED  there  is  fo  much  wrapped  up  in  it,  as 
X  the  heart  of  man  cannot  conceive,  much  lefs 
the  tongue  utter;  yet  fomewhat  have  1  felt,  and  fome- 
what  is  upon  my  heart,  to  fay  in  anfwer  to  this  thing, 
under  thefe  four  heads  following. 

Firjl,  The  glory  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  the 
glory  of  the  everlafting  kingdom,  is  hid  and  wrapped 
up  in  it  as  in  a  feed.  Whatever  Chrift  appears,  reigns, 
and  fhines  in,  is  there  as  in  a  feed.  Oh!  the  Ihootinors 
forth,  and  fpreadings  abroad  of  it,  are  indeed  glorious 
and  excellent!  How  can  a  man  almoft  fpeak  concerning 
it!  the  thmg  itfelf  (being  inwardly  felt,  known,  and 
enjoyed)  is  fo  far  beyond  all  words!  What  doth  the 
kingdom  of  God  Hand  in  ?  It  (lands  not  in  word,  but 
in  power.  I'he  power  is  hid  and  wrapped  up  in  this 
feed.  The  pure  power  of  life  is  in  this  feed.  The 
fword  that  pierceth  Leviathan,  that  woundeth  the  Ser- 
pent's head,  that  cutteth  Rahab  and  the  Dragon,  is  in 
this  feed.  Doth  the  kingdom  of  God  confifl  in  ri2:ht- 
eoufnefs,  peace,  and  joy  in  God's  Spirit  .-^  This  is  all  in 
this  feed,  and  is  partaken  of  and  enjoyed,  as  this  feed 
fprings  up,  and  gains  authority  and  dominion  in  the 
heart.  Yea,  the  horn  of  God's  anointed,  the  righteous 
and  peaceable  fceptre  of  the  Saviour,  is  known  and 
exalted  in  this  feed,  as  it  fprings  up,  and  fpreads  abroad 
in  the  life  and  virtue  of  the  Father. 
H  Secondly,  The  divine  nature  of  God  Almighty  is  hid 
and  wrapped  up  in  it.  It  is  the  feed  of  God,  and  it  is 
of  the  very  nature  of  God;  and  he  in  whom  it  fprings, 
and  who  is  gathered  into  it,  born  of  it,  and  one  with  it, 
partakes  of  the  divine  nature.  Peter  fpeaks  of  the 
great  and  precious  promifes,  whereby  the  faints  are  made 
partakers  of  the  divine  nature.  All  the  promifes  are  to 
the  feed  of  promife,  to  Chrift  the  Son  of  God,  to  the 
feed  of  God,  to  the  heirs  of  life  and  falvation  in  Chrift; 
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and  they  are  all  fulfilled  to  them,  and  enjoyed  by 
them,  who  are  ingrafted  into,  and  one  with  Chrift  the 
feed  J  which  cannnot  be,  but  by  the  grace,  by  the 
truth,  by  the  light,  life.  Spirit,  and  power,  which  he 
fows  in  the  heart  j  which  are  not  many  things,  but  all 
contained  and  comprehended  in  the  one  feed. 

Thirdly,  All  the  graces  and  virtues  of  God's  Holy 
Spirit  are  hid  and  wrapped  up  in  this  one  feed.  There 
is  nothing  God  can  require  of  the  foul,  nor  nothing 
the  foul  can  defire  of  God,  but  is  hid  and  wrapped  up 
in  this  feed.  So  that  all  that  is  needful,  or  all  that 
can  be  defired,  is  the  growing  and  fpreading  of  this 
feed  in  the  foul,  and  the  foul's  gathering  into  it,  and 
its  living,  dwelling,  abiding,  and  ading  in  it.  And  oh  ! 
the  great  difference  between  the  foul's  felfifh  flriving 
and  willing,  and  running,  to  join  to  God  and  Chrill, 
and  to  live  in  God  and  Chrifl ;  and  God's  joining  it  to 
himfelf  and  his  Son  in  this  feed,  and  its  living,  willing,  , 
and  acting,. in  the  fpringing  life  of  this  feed  !  To  make 
this  a  little  more  plain  and  evident  to  the  hearts  of 
thofe  that  defire  the  true  underllanding  of  ;his  thing, 
I  [hall  inftance  in  fome  particulars,     -inw'  ctis!^^ 

Firfiy  The  pure,  living,  heavenly  knowledge  of  the 
Father,  and  of  his  Son  Chrift  Jefus,-  is  wrapped  up  in 
this  feed.  God  is  light ;  and  this  feed,  which  comes 
from  him,  is  not  darknefs,  but  light  ;  and  in  the 
fpringing  light  of  this  feed,  God  and  Chrift  are  re- 
vealed. The  divine  nature  of  them  fprings  up  in  the 
feed  (and  if  I  know  their  nature,  I  know  them)  j  yea, 
here  we  (whom  the  Lord  hath  vifited,  and  Ihewn  mercy 
to,  though  men  defpife  us)  know  the  righteous  Spirit 
of  Chrift,  the  righteous  nature  of  Chrift,  the  righteou# 
life  of  Chrift,  and  feel  him  to  be  one  with  the  Father, 
who  begets  of  the  fame  Spirit,  nature,  and  life  in  us. 
And  he  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  is  Spirit,  and  he  that 
is  united  to  the  Lord  is  one  Spirit  j  and  he  that  is 
united  to  the  feed,  to  the  meafure  of  grace  and  truth 
from  Chrift  (wherein  and  whereby  the  foul  is  united), 
is  united  to  God,  and  ingrafted  into  Chrift  i  and  as 
the  feed  is  formed  in  him>  Chrift  is  formed  in  him ; 
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and  as  he  is  formed  and  new-created  in  the  feed,  he  is 
the  workmanfhip  of  God,  formed  and  new-created  in 
Chrift. 

Secondly^  Faith,  the  true  faith,  the  lively,  effe6tual, 
faving,  conquering  faith,  which  gives  victory  over  the 
world,  and  over  the  devil  and  his  temptations,  is  con- 
tained or  wrapped  up  in  this  feed.  Faith  is  the  gift  of 
God,  the  precious  gift  of  God  ;  which  is  not  found  '\x\ 
man's  nature,  but  fprings  and  grows  from  the  precious 
feed  of  the  kingdom,  which  God  fows  in  man's  heart. 
So  that  it  is  a  gift  to  be  waited  for,  and  obtained  from 
God.  Therefore  the  apoftle  Peter,  writing  to  the 
faints  in  his  time,  direfts  his  epiftle  thus,  "  To  them 
*'  who  have  obtained  the  like  precious  faith  with  us, 
"  through  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  and  our  Saviour 
"  Jefus  Chrift,"  2 Pet.  i.  i.  Faith  is  a  precious  thing, 
a  righteous  thing,  an  holy  thing,  which  God  is  the 
giver  of,  which  Chrift  is  the  author  and  finiftier  of  j 
and  it  fprings  from  the  holy  root,  from  the  holy  feed 
of  life  and  righteoufnefs,  which  God  fows  in  the  heart. 
This  faith  (1  fpeak  not  of  man's  ability  of  believing, 
or  the  faith  which  is  found  in  man's  nature)  is  the 
faith  of  God's  eleft.  Tit.  i.  i.  The  faith  which  God 
gives  to  them  that  are  born  of  him,  John  i.  12,  13. 
who  are  born  of  the  feed  incorruptible,  by  the  word 
of  God  which  liveth  and  abideth  for  ever,  i  Peter  i. 
23.  which  word  being  nigh  in  the  mouth  and  heart, 
and  begetting,  preferving,  and  increafmg  faith  there 
(as  is  daily  experienced  plentifully,  blefled  be  the 
Lord),  is  therefore  called  the  word  of  faith,  Rom.  x.  8. 

Thirdly,  The  pure  fear,  the  holy  fear,  the  heavenly 
fear,  wiiich  is  of  a  clean  and  heavenly  nature,  and 
endureth  for  ever,  is  alfo  in  this  feed.  The  child- 
like fear  is  in  the  nature  of  the  child  j  and  the  more 
it  grows  in  the  true  child-like  nature,  the  more  it 
grows  in  this  kindly  fear,  wherein  there  is  no  torment, 
but  the  pure  pleafure  of  life,  and  of  holy  obedience 
to  the  Father  of  life.  The  child-like  fear  is  a  promife 
of  the  new  covenant ;  and  given  to  the  children  of  the 
new  covenant,  by  virtue  of  the  new  covenant  i    God 
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putting  it  into  their  hearts  from  the  feed  of  life  fpriftg* 
ing  up  in  them,  which  preferves  them  from  departing 
from  the  Lord,  Jer.  xxxii.  40. 

ri  Fcurthlyy  The  pure  divine  love  is  in  it.  As  this 
fprings,  love  to  God  fprings.  As  God  is  love,  fo  the 
feed  that  is  of  him  partakes  of  love.  There  is  no 
enmity  in  it,  nor  no  enmity  or  ill-will  fprings  from 
it.  This  is  it  that  makes  it  fo  natural  to  the  children 
of  God  to  love  ;  becaufe  they  are  born  of  that  feed 
which  came  from  the  God  of  love,  whofe  nature  is 
love.  Oh  !  how  daily  is  it  found,  by  fweet  and  certain 
experience,  that  this  feed  (fpringing  up)  teacheth  and 
enableth  to  love  !  And  they  that  have  this  feed  fpring- 
ing up  in  them,  need  not  to  be  writ  to,  or  outwardly 
taught  to  love  with  the  brotherly  love  j  for  in  it,  and 
by  it,  and  through  it,  they  are  taught  of  God  to  love 
one  another.  So  that  there  needs  nothing  but  the  cir- 
cumcifing  of  the  heart,  the  purifying  of  the  heart, 
through  the  obedience  of  the  truth,  the  cutting  off  of 
that  flelhly  mind,  nature,  will,  and  wifdom,  which 
cannot  love  aright  i  and  the  pure  love  will  fpring  up 
fully  towards  the  Lord,  and  towards  the  brethren, 
Deut.  XXX.  6.  I  Peter  i.  22.  yea,  it  will  be  natural  to 
love  all  i  and  that  command  of  Chrift  will  not  be 
grievous ;  namely,  to  love  enemies,  even  the  greateft 
revilers,  curfers,  and  perfecuters.  Matt.  v.  44. 

Fifthly^  The  pure  hope,  the  hope  of  the  upright, 
the  hope  which  makes  not  alhamcd,  the  hope  which 
goes  within  the  veil,  and  is  a  fure  and  ftedfaft  anchor 
there,  (laying  the  mind  upon  the  Lord,  who  keeps 
fuch  in  perfed:  peace  ;  this  hope  is  contained  in,  and 
fpringing  from,  the  feed.  For  nothing  but  that  which 
comes  from  God  (from  the  holy  feed  of  truth  and 
righteoufnefs),  can  ftay  the  mind  upon  God.  So  that 
he  that  feels  the  feed,  feels  the  hope  j  and  keeping  to 
the  feed  (to  the  holy  root)  to  the  end,  the  hope  re- 
mains to  the  end.  So  the  mind  being  turned  to  the 
light,  being  turned  from  Satan's  power  to  God,  being 
turned  to  Chrift,  being  turned  to  the  appearance  and 
voice  of  the  word  of  life  within,  being  turned  from 
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the  feed  of  wickednefs  and  darknefs,  to  the  holy  and 
righteous  feed  of  the  kingdom,  it  is  turned  to  the 
hope,  it  is  turned  to  that  which  begets  a  true  and  right 
hope  in  the  heart;  which  hopes  in  God's  love,  hopes 
in  God's  mercy,  hopes  in  God's  kind,  tender,  and 
faithful  nature  ;  and  hath  no  confidence  nor  hope  in 
the  flefh,  but  in  the  holy  and  heavenly  feed,  and  work 
of  righteoufnefs  and  of  the  kingdom  ;  which  is  God's 
battle-axe  and  weapon  of  war,  whereby  he  brings  down 
the  flelh.  This  hope  Hays  the  mind  in  every  tempt- 
ation, in  every  diftrefs,  in  every  trial,  in  all  the  winds, 
Itorms,  and  waves  of  perfecution  that  it  can  be  aflault- 
ed  with.  For  in  this  feed  the  root  of  JelTe  is  (elty  the 
everlafting  rock  and  foundation  of  life  is  felt  -,  and 
here  the  hope  of  God  fills  his,  that  are  gathered 
hither,  and  abide  here,  with  all  joy  and  peace  in 
believing,  that  they  may  abound  in  hope,  through 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  Rom.  xv.  12,  13. 

Sixthly^  The  true  patience,  which  obtains  the  crown, 
which  makes  perfeft  and  entire  ;  fo  that  there  is  no- 
thing wanting,  where  it  hath  its  perfe6t  work  (Jam.  i. 
4.)  ;  the  patience  which  enables  quietly  to  fuffer  any 
chalHfement  from  God,  or  any  aiflidion^  or  hard  deal- 
ing from  men,  it  is  contained  in.  and  given  with,  this 
feed.  As  God  is  patient,  and  long-fufFering,  fo  this 
feed  is  alfo.  It  is  man  that  is  of  the  brittle,  fretful, 
impatient  nature  ;  but  he  that  receiveth  the  word 
of  faith,  the  (ttCi  of  faith,  in  it  he  receiveth  faith  and 
patience  alfo  :  fo  that  to  him  it  is  not  only  given  to 
believe,  but  to  fuiter  alio  for  the  fake  of  Chrift  ;  and 
he  that  abides  in  the  feed,  and  feels  the  feed  remain- 
ing in  him,  and  its  nature  prevailing,  can  never  be 
impatient,  whatfoever  the  Lord  fuffets  to  befall  him. 

Se"jenthlyy  The  Lamb's  mcdcnefs  is  in  it.  Where 
fhould  the  Lamb's  meeknefs  be  found,  but  in  his 
Father's  feed,  or  in  the  feed  of  his  Father's  kingdom  I 
Here  the  meek  and  quiet  Spii'it  is  received,  witnefled, 
and  enjoyed,  which  in  the  f^^ht  of  God  is  of  much 
price.  This  feed  is  lowed  or  begotten  in  the  womb  of 
the  heavenly  wifdom  ;  and  the  meeknei^  of  wifdom,  the 
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true  mecknefs  of  the  true  wifdom,  is  found  in  it.  Here 
the  ftill,  foft,  gentle,  lamb-like  nature  grows  up, 
wherein  there  is  none  of  Efau's  roughnefs. 

Eighthly\  Here  poverty  of  Spirit,  true  poverty  of 
Spirit,  is  witnefled.  He  is  poor  indeed,  who  hath  fold 
all,  and  hath  nothing  left  him  but  this  feed,  and  the 
appearance  and  help  of  God  in  this  feed;  which  is  not 
in  his  own  hands  neither,  but  in  the  will  and  difpofal 
of  God. 

Ninthly,  Here  mercifulnefs  towards  others  is  expe- 
rienced: for  he  that  is  brought  hither  lives  only  by 
mercy;  and  he  that  lives  by  mercy,  and  is  daily  what 
he  is  by  mercy,  cannot  but  be  merciful  unto  others. 

'Tenthlyj  Here  the  true  mourning  and  lamenting  after 
the  Lord,  and  his  precious  life  and  prefence,  and  be- 
caufe  of  the  prefence  or  power  of  that  which  hinders 
the  growth  of  the  feed,  and  the  foul's  union  with,  and 
enjoyment  of,  the  Lord  in  it,  is  witnefled.  For  the 
true  mourning,  to  which  the  bleflednefs  belongs,  is  of 
God,  from  the  living  fenfe  that  arifeth  from  his  pure 
feed  in  the  heart ;  and  blefl!ed  indeed  are  they  that  thus 
mourn,  for  they  fhall  be  comforted. 

Eleventhly^  The  true  hungering  and  thirfting  after 
righteoufnef^  arifeth  from  this  feed.  It  is  the  feed  of 
God,  the  birth  of  God,  that  which  hath  the  fenfe  of 
the  excellency  of  his  righteoufnefs,  that  hungers  and 
thirfts  after  his  righteoufnefs. 

Twelfthly,  The  true  fobriety,  moderation,  and  tem- 
perance arifeth  from  this  feed ;  and  they  that  are  joined 
to  the  feed,  and  are  and  a<5t  in  the  feed,  eafily  learn  fuch 
fobriety,  moderation,  and  temperance,  as  they  that  9fp 
out  of  it  cannot  poffibl?  learn.  a.,  ^ 

Laftlyy  To  name  no  more,  the  crofs  which  mortifies 
and  crucifies  to  the  world  and  to  fin,  can  only  be  taken 
up  in  the  {Qt(\^  or  by  rirtue  of  the  feed.  Indeed  the 
feed  is  a  crofs;  yea,  enmity  to  the  ferpcnt*s  nature, 
fpirit,  andcourfe;  and  fe  that  takes  it  up,  its  will,  its 
nature,  its  law  of  life,  ttkes  up  the  crofs  to  the  other 
nature,  will,  and  the  lav  of  fin  and  death.  So  that 
fly  the  holy  feed,  and  thou  haft  only  a  fhadow  or  ap- 
pearance 
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pearanceof  the  crofs;  but  in  a  fenfe  of,  and  fubjeftion 
to  the  feed,  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  is  felt, 
working  powerfully  agai nil  fin,  and  the  whole  courfe 
of  the  evil  and  finful  nature,  effcdlually  crucifying  and 
fubduing  it. 

Fourthly^  The  fourth  thing  which  is  hid  or  wrapped 
up  in  the  precious  feed,  which  is  the  lafl:  that  remains 
to  be  mentioned  by  me  at  this  time,  is  this ;  The  new 
covenant,  which  God  makes  with  the  new  Ifrael,  by 
which  he  makes  the  heart  new,  and  writes  his  law  in 
it-  and  takes  awav  the  fconv  heart,  and  heals  all  their 
backflidings,  and  loves  them  freely,  and  puts  his 
Spirit  within  them,  caufmg  them  to  walk  in  his  ways, 
and  to  keep  his  ftatutes  and  judgments,  and  do  them; 
even  the  holy  agreement  of  the  foul  with  God  in  Chrift 
Jefus,  is  in  this  feed. 

God  gave  Chrift  for  a  covenant,  and  the  feed  of  grace 
and  truth  comes  by  Jefus  Chrift-,  which  is  of  his  na- 
ture, of  him  the  covenant-,  and  all  that  receive  this 
grace  and  truth  from  him,  this  holy  feed  of  the  king- 
dom, they  receive  the  covenant;  and  they  that  walk  in 
it,  walk  in  the  covenant. 

Here,  and  here  alone,  the  new  creation  in  Chrift 
Jefus  is  known. 

Here,  and  here  alone,  the  coming  to  God  by  Chrift 
is  truly  underftood  and  witnelfed. 

Here,  and  here  alone,  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life 
in  Chrift  Jefus  is  writ  in  the  heart. 

Keep  here,  thou  never  goeft  out  of  the  holy  agree- 
ment with  God  and  with  Chrift  ;  for  in  this  grace  and 
truth,  in  this  feed  of  life,  there  is  nothing  that  dif- 
agrees  with  them.  Here  thou  liveft  in  the  Spirit, 
walkeft  in  the  Spirit,  and  doft  not,  canft  not,  fulfill 
the  lufts  of  the  flefti.  There  is  nothing  here  that  will 
cither  difpleafe  God,  or  lead  thy  foul  afide  from  himj 
but  here  the  Lord  guides  the  feet  of  his  faints,  and 
tcacheth  all  of  them  (from  the  leaft  babe  of  them,  to 
the  higheft  growth),  and  puts  his  law  of  life  and  new 
obedience,  and  his  holy  Spirit,  into  their  hearts,  that 
none  of  their  fteps  may  Aide.    Here  the  way  of  holinefs, 
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wherein  God  preferves  his  from  erring,  Ifa.  xxxv.  8, 
is  known  and  walked  in.  Yea,  here  Chrift  is  known 
and  felt  to  be  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life.  The 
fheep  that  are  gathered  hither,  and  come  hither,  are 
returned  to  the  Bifhop  and  Shepherd  of  their  fouls, 
who  watcheth  over  them,  and  powerfully  preferveth 
them,  that  they  run  aftray  no  more.  For  whither 
fhould  they  go,  or  whom  fhould  they  hear,  when  they 
have  found  him,  and  know  his  voice,  with  whom  are 
the  words  of  eternal  life  ? 

I  lliall  conclude  this  head  with  that  precious  fcrip-^ 
ture,  I  Cor.  i.  30.  "  But  of  him  are  ye  in  Chrift 
*'  Jefus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wifdom,  and 
"  righteoufnefs,  and  fanftification,  and  redemption." 
How  are  we  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus,  but  by  this  feed 
of  God,  by  being  born  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  by  be- 
ing begotten  out  of  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  into  the 
nature  and  Spirit  of  Chrift,  from  this  immortal  and 
incorruptible  feed  of  life,  truth,  grace,  and  Spirit  ? 
And  how  do  we  put  on  Chrift,  but  by  putting  on  this 
feed  ?  And  how  do  we  grow  up  in  Chrift,  but  by  the 
growing  up  in  this  feed,  and  feeling  this  feed  grow  up 
in  us  ?  And  here,  in  truth  and  demonftration  of  God's 
Spirit,  we  are  formed  in  Chrift,  and  Chrift  formed  in 
vjs,  aS'  this  feed  groweth  up  into  a  form  and  (hape  in 
us,  and  we  into  a  form  and  ftiape  in  it.  Now  we  can- 
not receive  this  feed,  but  as  we  part  with  and  deny 
our  own  wifdom  and  fleftily  confidence  j  and  denying 
that,  and  crying  to  God  for  wifdom,  God  brings  up 
the  wifdom  of  the  feed  in  us,  and  makes  Chrift  be- 
come unto  us  wifdom  therein.  And  we  cannot  hun- 
ger  after  the  true  righteoufnefs,  the  heavenly  right- 
eoufnefs, the  righteoufnefs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
but  as  we  fee  the  loathfomenefs  of,  and  put  off,  our 
own  righteoufnefs;  and  then  becoming  naked,  we  are 
taught  of  God  to  buy  white  raiment  of  him,  which  is 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  faints,  and  fo  he  becomes  our 
righteoufnefs,  made  fo  of  God  to  us. 

And  he  is  the  purgcr  and  cleanfer  of  fin  and  un-» 
holincfs  out  of  ouj;-  hearty  and  lives,   and  the  holy 
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leavener  and  fanftifier  of  our  hearts;  fo  that  we  have 
nothing  of  holinefs,  but  what  we  have  of  him  and  in 
him.  And  he  is  our  redemption ;  our  redemption  is 
by  him  and  through  him,  our  redemption  is  wrought 
and  preferved  by  him,  and  enjoyed  in  him ;  yea,  he 
is  made  of  God  unto  us  redemption.  So  that  having 
him,  we  have  redemption  through  his  blood  j  yea,  he 
is  our  redeemer  and  redemption  for  evermore.  Alas  ! 
what  is  it  to  get  notions  of  thefe  things  into  the  out- 
ward comprehenfion  !  but  to  feel  them  livingly  in  the 
heart,  is  life  and  peace  for  evermore;  and  the  know- 
ledge of  this  feed  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  God  and 
Chrift  in  this  feed,  is  the  mofl  precious  knowledge 
that  can  be  defired,  obtained,  or  enjoyed. 

II. 

the  Nature  of  this  Seed* 

WHAT  is  the  nature  of  the  feed  of  God,  or  thej^ed 
of  the  kingdom  ? 

Anf.  Though  the  nature  of  it  hath  been  largely  fig- 
nified  already,  under  the  foregoing  head,  (for  the 
mentioning  of  what  is  wrapped  up  in  it,  abundantly 
Iheweth  its  nature)  yet  I  fhall  fpeak  a  little  more 
pun6lually  and  exprefsly  of  it  in  feveral  particulars, 
according  to  the  fcriptures,  that  the  reader  may  have 
the  more  diftin6t  fenfe  and  inward  apprehenfton  of  it, 
the  Lord  opening  his  heart  in  reading  thefe  things. 

Firft^  It  is  of  an  immortal,  incorruptible  nature, 
I  Pet.  i.  23.  It  is  a  feed  that  can  never  die  in  itfelf, 
though  it  may  be  as  it  were  dead  in  man,  or  unto 
man,  not  putting  forth  any  of  its  hidden  life  or  virtue 
in  the  man  that  hath  flain  it  as  to  himfelf ;  who  hav- 
ing (lain  that  whereby  God  gives  life,  is  dead  in  tref- 
palfes  and  in  fins,  and  cannot  live  any  more,  till  God 
breathe  upon  and  quicken  this  feed  in  him,  and  him 
by  this  feed.  This  is  a  great  myftery.  Doubtlefs 
the  feed  of  life   and  godlinefs,  wherein  the  life  and 
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godlinefs  of  the  foul  lies  hid,  muft  needs  be  a  great 
myftery,  and  cannot  be  known  but  as  God  reveals  it. 

Secondly,  It  is  of  a  gathering  nature.  It  is  of  the 
nature  of  a  net.  Mat.  xiii.  47.  It  gathers  out  of 
that  which  is  contrary  to  God,  unto  God.  It  gathers 
out  of  the  world,  out  of  the  fea  of  wickednefs,  out 
of  the  kingdom  of  darknefs,  out  of  a  man's  own  na- 
ture andrfpirit,  into  God's  nature  and  Spirit,  and  his 
light  and  kingdom,  wherein  the  foul  fliould  dwell,  and 
walk,  and  be  fubjedt,  with  God. 

1'hirdlyy  It  is  of  a  purging,  cleanfing  nature.  It  is 
of  the  nature  of  fire,  of  the  nature  of  water,  inwardly 
and  fpiritually.  This  feed  is  Spirit  and  life  in  a  mea- 
fure ;  and  by  it,  or  by  God's  Spirit  which  dwells  and 
is  revealed  in  it,  he  waflieth  and  purgeth  away  the 
filth  of  the  daughter  of  Sion,  and  the  blood  of  Jeru- 
falem  from  the  midft  thereof.  There  is  ftrength  in 
this  feed,  and  virtue  in  this  feed,  againft  all  the 
ftrength  of  deceit  and  wickednefs  in  the  other  feed ; 
and  as  it  fprings  up,  and  is  received  and  joined  to  in 
the  holy  fear  of  the  Lord,  it  prevails  over  it,  and 
cafteth  away  its  darknefs,  and  purgeth  away  and  burn- 
eth  up  its  filth,  chaff,  and  corruption. 

Fourthly,  It  is  of  a  feafoning,  leavening,  fanftifying 
nature.  It  is  like  fait,  it  is  like  leaven.  It  feafons 
and  leavens  with  life.  It  feafons  and  leavens  with 
righteoufnefs.  It  feafons  and  leavens  with  the  image 
of  God.  So  foon  as  ever  it  fprings  in  the  heart,  it 
begins  to  leaven  it  j  and  if  it  be  not  fnibbed,  or 
grieved,  or  hurt,  or  quenched,  (for  it  is  of  a  moft 
fenfible  tender  nature)  it  will  go  on  leavening  more 
and  more  with  the  nature  of  truth,  into  the  likenefs 
of  the  God  of  truth.  Mark  ix.  50.  Luke  xiii.  21. 
Col.  iv.  6. 

Fifthly,  It  is  of  an  enriching  nature.  It  is  a  hidden 
treafure  or  pearl  of  great  price.  It  makes  the  wife 
merchant  very  rich,  who  fells  all  for  it,  and  buys  the 
field  and  it.  He  that  buys  the  truth,  and  will  by  no 
means  fell  or  part  with  it,  but  gives  up  to  it,  and 
makes  it  his  treafure,  oh  !  how  doth  it  enrich  his  heart 
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with  that  which  is  holy  and  heavenly  !  How  rich  doth 
it  make  him  towards  God!  Mat.  xiii.  44.  46. 

Sixthly^  It  is  of  an  improving,  growing  nature,  of  a 
nature  that  will  grow  and  may  be  improved.  The 
one  talent  may  be  increafed  into  more.  The  little 
feed,  like  a  grain  of  muftard-feed,  will  grow  in  the 
good  ground  beyond  all  herbs,  and  become  a  tree,  a 
tree  of  righteoufnefs  of  the  Lord's  planting,  that  he 
may  be  glorified,  Mat.  xiii.  31,  32.  chap.  xxv.  16. 
chap.  viii.  23. 

III. 

Of  the  Effe£}s. 

WUAi:  are  the  effe5fs  of  this  feed? 
Anf.  The  effe6ts  of  the  pure  feed  in  the 
heart  are  very  many,  very  great,  very  fweet,  precious 
and  bleifed,  which  every  one  comes  to  experience, 
that  experienceth  the  growth  and  fpreading  of  it.  I 
fhall  inftance  only  in  fome  few,  to  give  a  tafte  there- 
of. 

The  firfl:  I  fhall  mention  is,  union  and  communion 
with  God  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrill,  and 
the  Father  of  this  feed,  and  of  all  that  are  united 
to  it.  Union  and  communion  with  God  is  ftill  in  this 
feed,  and  never  out  of  it.  For  as  in  the  feed  of  the 
ferpent  a  man  is  feparated  from  God,  alienated  from 
his  life,  and  can  never  come  near  him,  nor  have  fel- 
lowlhip  with  him  ;  fo  in  the  holy  feed,  in  the  feed  of 
life,  and  in  the  feed  of  righteouinefs,  in  the  feed  of 
faith,  the  foul  is  united  to  God,  hath  accefs  to  him, 
the  living  fountain,  and  hath  fellowfliip  with  him  in 
that  which  is  living  and  holy  of  him.  Men  may 
imagine  an  union  and  communion  with  God  out  of 
this,  but  none  can  truly  unite  to  God,  or  have  fellow- 
iliip  with  him,  but  in  the  gift,  in  the  grace,  in  the 
light,  in  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God. 

E  e  2  Secondly, 
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Secondly,  This  feed  felt  fpringing  in  the  heart,  arid 
joined  to,  brings  down  and  keeps  down  all  that  is  con- 
trary  to  God.     This    honour   and   power   God   hath 
given  to  the  feed  of  the  woman,  (even  to  the  leaft 
meafure  of  it)  that  it  fhould  bruife  the  ferpent's  head, 
and   free  the  foul    from    captivity  and  flavery  to  the 
wicked  one.     So  that  the  foul,  in  the   living  fenfe, 
authority,  and  virtue  of  this,  may  refufe  yielding  its 
members,  its  faculties,  its  will,    its  mind,  its  under- 
ftanding,    its   affeftions   to   fin    and   unrighteoufnefs. 
Yea,  the  devil,  the  great  red  dragon,  the  god  of  the 
world,  the  mighty  fpirit  and  power  of  darknefs,  be- 
ing refilled  in  this,  is  (till  overcome.     When  any  refift 
the  devil  in  their  own  ftrength,  (in    the  ftrength  of 
their  own  defires,  abilities,  and  refolutions)    he  ftill 
overcomes  them ;  but  they  that  refift  the  devil  in  the 
faith  that  fprings  from  this  feed,  ftill  overcome  him. 
So  that  fin  is  brought  down,  and  temptations  kept  out 
of,  by  the  virtue  and  power  of  the  life  and  authority 
of  the  Saviour,  that  fprings  up  in  this  feed  of  God, 
which  the  foul  that  is  joined  to  (leavened  with,  and 
tranfplanted  into)  partakes  of. 

thirdly.  As  it   fprings,  and  its  operations  are  felt 

and  received,  it  brings  into  the  image  and  nature  of 

God.     It  blots  out  the  devil's  image  in  the  mind,  and 

makes  like  God  and  like  Chrift.     Yea,  here  we  have 

the  very  mind  of  Chrift,  and   are  one  with  the  mind 

of  Chrift.     As  in    the    ferpent's  feed,    the   ferpens's 

image  and  nature  is  put  on ;  fo  in  this  feed,  the  image 

of  God  and  Chrift  is  put  on.     Yea,  the  ferpent,  the 

dark  fpirit,  the  wicked  fpirit,  the  deceitful  fpirit,  is 

here    put  off,    and  Chrift   is   put  on  \  and   whoever 

would  know  the  real  putting   off  of  the   old    man, 

and  the  putting  on  of  the  new  man,  which  is  created 

in  the  righteoufnefs  and  holinefs  of  truth,  muft  know 

it  in  this  feed.     Here  the  truth  is  known  as  it  is  in 

Jefus,  in  its  effeftual  power  and  virtue,  putting  off  the 

old  image  and  nature,  and  putting  on  the  new,  even 

the  heavenly  divine  image  and  nature. 

Fourthly, 
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Fourthly y  It  brings  the  mind,  the  heart,  the  foul, 
the  fpirit,  into  the  new  obedience,  (into  its  own  obe- 
dient nature)  even  to  do  the  will  of  God  with  great 
delight  and  pleafure,  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  faid 
Chrift.  This  feed  is  of  his  nature.  It  is  a  meafure, 
a  proportion,  an  heavenly  talent  of  his  grace  and 
truth;  a  gift  of  light  and  life  from  him,  the  fulnefs, 
given  to  make  willing  (like  him)  to  do  the  Father's 
will,  and  it  really  doth  fo,  infomuch  as  the  foul,  that 
is  thoroughly  leavened  and  one  with  it,  can  alfo  fay, 
I  likewife  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  God  !  it  is  become 
my  meat  and  drink  j  for  I  am  nourilhed,  refrefhed, 
and  delighted  with  the  virtue  that  I  feel  fpring  in  me, 
in  doing  thy  will.  Indeed  it  is  not  fo  at  firlt,  while 
there  is  a  nature,  a  will,  a  wifdom  contrary  to  the 
nature,  will,  and  wifdom  of  God ;  obedience  is  then 
hard,  the  crofs  is  then  a  fore  yoke  upon  my  neck. 
But  that  nature  being  fubdued,  and  the  nature  of  the 
feed  coming  up  and  prevailing,  what  can  be  more 
delightful  to  this  new  nature,  than  to  do  the  will  of 
its  heavenly  Father,  and  to  find  the  heart  of  the  Fa- 
ther pleafed  with  the  child,  which  it  always  is,  while 
the  child  is  in  tendernefs  of  fpirit,  in  the  holy  faith, 
and  in  the  holy  obedience  to  him! 

Fifthly.,  It  brings  into  the  underftanding,  fenfe,  and 
enjoyment  of  all  the  precious  promifes,  and  to  the 
partaking  of  all  the  fpiritual  bleflings  in  Chrift  Jefus 
our  Lord.  All  the  promifes  are  to  the  {ttdiy  and  Yea 
and  Amen  in  Chrift  j  and  the  leaft  meafure  of  his  life 
hath  a  fhare  therein.  The  feed,  the  everlafting  feed 
is  the  heir;  and  we  joined  to  the  feed,  born  of  the 
feed,  growing  up  in  the  feed,  are  joint-heirs,  heirs  of 
God,  and  joint-heirs  with  Chrift.  So  that  every  pro- 
mife  comes  to  be  underftood  here,  tafted  of  here,  en- 
joyed here.  How  full  are  the  fcriptures  of  fweet  and 
precious  promifes  !  Alas  !  what  is  it  for  men  to  apply 
them  to  themfelves,  when  they  have  no  right  to 
them,  nor  indeed  rightly  underfland  them,  nor  were 
they  intended  by  the  Lord  to  their  prefent  ftates  and 
conditions.     But  to  come  to  the  true  underftanding 
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of  the  promifes,  to  be  led  by  the  Lord  into  that  con- 
dition, and  preferved  by  him  in  that  condition,  to 
which  the  promifes  belong,  and  to  have  him  bring 
home  the  promifes  to  the  heart,  and  drop  in  the  fweet, 
healing,  delighting,  refrefhing  virtue  of  them  j  oh ! 
how  fweet,  comforting,  and  gladding  is  this !  Indeed 
in  this  feed  all  the  curfes  of  the  book  pafs  away,  and 
all  the  bleflings  flow  in,  and  multiply  on  the  foul  day 
by  day.  So  that  this  may  well  be  called  the  bleffed 
feed ;  for  in  it  the  foul  is  blefled,  and  filled  with 
bleflings  by  him  who  is  able  to  multiply  them  upon 
the  foul,  and  to  guide  the  foul  in  the  fafe  and  right 
ufe  and  enjoyment  of  them. 

But  what  need  I  mention  any  more  ?  Here  is  light, 
here  is  life,  here  is  righteoufnefs,  here  is  peace,  here 
is  heavenly  joy,  here  is  the  holy  power,  fpringing  and 
bringing  forth  their  fruits,  and  precious  operations 
and  effedts  in  the  heart  j  and  here  is  aflfurance  of^e 
love  of  God  in  Chriil  for  ever,  and  that  God  will  ne- 
ver leave  nor  forfake  that  foul  which  is  joined  to  him, 
and  abides  with  him  in  this  feed;  but  it  fliall  be  kept 
by  the  power  of  God,  through  the  faith  that  fprings 
from  this  feed,  unto  perfed  redemption  and  falyauon. 
Amen,  • 


SOME 


[    439    ] 
SOME 

(QUERIES 

CONCERNING 

G  O  D  's     KINGDOM; 

Whereby  the  Seed    thereof  may  be  the  better 
Illuflrated  and  Underflood. 

^ery  i.  XT  THAT  is  the  kingdom  of  God,  which 
W    Chrift  faid  he  muft  preach  to  other 
cities  alfo  ?  For  therefore  was  he  fent,  Luke  iv.  43. 

^ery  2.  What  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  which 
firft  John  the  forerunner,  and  then  Jefus  himfelf,  when 
he  began  to  preach,  bid  men  repent,  becaufe  it  was 
at  hand  ?  Mat.  iii.  2.  and  chap.  iv.  13.  What  would 
repentance  advantage  men  ?  Would  it  fit  men  for  en- 
trance thereinto  ?  Did  thofe  that  truly  repented  and 
believed,  come  out  of  the  kingdom  of  darknefs  and 
Satan,  and  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  the  dear  Son  ? 
2  Pet.  i.   10,   II. 

^ery  3.  What  is  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  the 
righteoufnefs  of  God,  which  Chrift  (the  everiafting, 
wife,  and  holy  Counfellor)  advifeth  men  firft  to  feek? 
Luke  vi.  33.  Where  is  this  kingdom  to  be  found  ? 
Where  is  this  righteoufnefs  to  be  found  ?  What  is  it 
hid  and  wrapped  up  in  ?  Can  it  be  found  in  any  thing 
but  what  it  is  hid  by  God  and  wrapped  up  in  ? 
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^ery  4.  What  kind  of  poverty  of  fpirit  is  it,  and 
who  are  thole  poor  in  fpirit,  to  whom  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  belongs  ?  Mat.  v.  3. 

^ery  5.  How  may  men  know,  when  the  kingdom 
of  God  is  come  unto  them  ?  Is  it  not  then  manifeft, 
■when  the  flronger  than  the  ftrong  man,  not  only 
knocks  at  the  door  of  the  heart,  but  calls  out  Satan 
thence,  and  maketh  fpoil  of  his  goods?  Mat.  xii. 
28,  29. 

^ery  6.  Who  are  they  that  Ihall  enter  into  the 
kingdom  of  God  ?  Are  they  not  they  who  are  born  of 
water  and  of  the  Spirit  ?  John  iii.  5.  Of  what  water  ? 
And  how  muft  they  be  born  of  the  Spirit  ?  Were  not 
this  worth  the  knowing  ?  And  they  that  become  as 
little  children  j  fimple,  innocent,  (not  wife  or  know- 
ing after  the  flelh)  that  know  the  breaft  that  is  natural 
and  proper  for  them,  and  thirll  after  and  drink  in  the 
fincere  milk  of  the  word  of  life,  from  the  breall  of 
the  heavenly  wifdom  ?  Luke  xviii.  17,     1  Pet.  ii.  2. 

^ery  7,  Who  Ihall  in  no  wife  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  ?  Shall  not  all  they  be  excluded  who 
want  the  wedding  garment,  who  want  the  true  right- 
coufnefs  ?  Mat.  v.  20. 

^ery  8.  What  are  the  glad  tidings  of  the  kingdom 
of  God  ?  Is  it  not  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  come, 
and  that  his  reign  is  fet  up,  and  fetting  up  therein  I 
Luke  viii.  i.     Ifa.  Iii.  7. 

^ery  9.  Who  are  they,  before  whom  publicans 
and  harlots  fhall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  ? 
Mat.  xxi.  31.  Who  were  they  in  that  age  ?  And  who 
are  they  in  this  age  ?  Qh !  that  men  had  hearts  rightly 
to  confider  and  underftand  1 

^ery  10.  Who  are  they  that  the  kingdom  of  God 
Ihall  be  taken  from,  and  given  to  a  nation  bringing 
forth  the  fruits  thereof?  Are  they  not  the  wrong  build- 
ers in  every  age,  and  fuch  as  are  taught,  by  the  wrong 
builders,  to  reje<5t  the  living  ftone  ?  ver.  42,  43. 

^ery  1 1 .  Who  are  the  children  of  the  kingdoq^ 
that  Ihall  be  caft  out  into  utter  darknefs,  where  IhaU 
be  weeping  and  gnaft^ing  pf  teeth  ?  Mat.  xii.  12, 
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^ety  1 2.  Who  are  thofe  God  reveals  the  myfteries 
of  the  kingdom  to  in  every  age?  (Are  they  not  his 
begotten  ones,  his  babes  in  the  Spirit  ?)  And  who  are 
thofe  he  hides  the  myftery  of  the  kingdom  of  life  and 
falvation,  and  the  way  thereof  from  in  every  age  ? 
(Are  they  not  the  wife  and  prudent  in  their  own  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  letter,  without  the  Spirit  ?)  Mat.  xiii. 
II.  and  chap.  xi.   15. 

^ery  13.  Who  are  thofe  that  are  nigh  the  kingdom 
of  God  ?  Are  they  not  thofe  who  know  that  love  is  the 
fulfilling  of  the  law,  and  that  the  fubftancc  is  beyond 
fhadows  ?  Mark  xii.  33j  34. 

^ery  14.  Who  are  thofe  that  fhut  up  the  kingdom 
of  heaven  againft  men?  Are  they  not  thofe  who  take 
upon  them  to  expound  the  letter  to  men,  and  do  not 
turn  men  to  the  Spirit,  but  quench  it  both  in  them- 
felves  and  others?  Mat.  xxiii.  13.  Luke  xi.  52.  Ifa, 
xxii.  22. 

^{ery  15.  What  kingdom  is  that,  wherein  he  that 
is  leaft  is  greater  than  the  greateft  prophet?  Wherein 
he  that  is  feeble  Ihall  be  as  David,  and  the  houfe  of 
David  as  God,  as  the  angel  of  the  Lord  before  the  in- 
habitants of  Jerufalem  r  Mat.  xi.   11.    Zee.  xii.  8. 

^ery  16.  Who  were  they  in  the  apoflles  age  (and 
are  there  any  fuch  in  this  age?)  Who  fhall  not  tafte  of 
death  outwardly,  till  they  have  feen  the  kingdom  of 
God  come  with  power  inwardly?  Mark  ix.   i. 

^uery  17.  What  kind  of  looking  back  is  that,  which 
makes  a  man  unfit  for  the  kingdom  of  God?  Is  it  not 
a  looking  back  from  the  plough,  and  not  forward  to 
the  plough  ?  And  what  plough  is  it  a  man  muft:  put 
his  hand  to,  and  not  look  back,  that  he  may  be  fit  for 
the  kingdom  of  God?  Luke  ix.  62. 

^^ery  18.  What  hand,  what  foot,  what  eye  is  it, 
which  a  man  may  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  with? 
And  what  hand,  what  foot,  what  eye  is  it,  which  a 
man  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  withal? 
Mark  ix.  47. 

^ery  19.  What  is  it  to  eat  bread  in  the  kingdom  of 
God  ?  Is  not  there  the  fealt  gf  fat  things,  and  of  wines 
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well  refined,  made  to  the  foul;  and  doth  it  not  there 
fup  with  Chrift,  and  Chrift  with  it?  And  is  not  the 
wine  of  the  kingdom  there  drunk  new  and  frefli  with 
Chrift?  Luke  xiv.  15.  Ifa.  xxv.  6.  Rev.  iii.  20.  Mark 
xiv.  25.  Luke  xxii.  16,  18.  Shall  not  the  mountains 
there  drop  down  new  wine,  and  the  hills  flow  with 
milk,  and  all  the  rivers  of  Judah  flow  with  water? 
And  fhall  not  a  fountain  come  forth  out  of  the  houfe  of 
the  Lord,  and  water  the  valley  of  Shittim?  Joel  iii.  18. 

^ery  20.  How  may  one  become  as  a  little  child, 
that  he  may  receive  the  kingdom  ?  Muft  not  that  man 
be  born  anew  ?  Mull  he  not  be  unborn  after  the  flefh, 
and  born  after  the  Spirit  ?  (And  not  only  fo,  but  he 
muft  receive,  and  enter  into  and  abide  in  the  kingdom 
in  that  child-like  fimplicity,  and  innocent  wifdom, 
whereof  he  is  born)?  Luke  xviii.  7.  John  iii.  3. 

^ery  21,  What  is  that  flefh  and  blood  which  can- 
not inherit  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  that  corruption 
which  cannot  put  on  incorruption  ?  i  Cor.  xv.  50. 
(Let  him  that  readeth  underftand  the  thing,  both  in 
letter  and  in  the  Spirit). 

^ery  12.  Who  are  the  unrighteous,  that  Ihall  not 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God?  Are  they  not  both  the 
manifeftly  unrighteous,  and  alfo  the  fecretly  unrighte- 
ous; who,  though  they  may  preach  faith  in  Chrift, 
and  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  and  may  think  them- 
felves  believers  in  him,  and  clothed  with  his  righte- 
oufnefs, yet  have  not  received  the  power  to  become  the 
fons  of  God,  nor  through  the  Spirit  have  mortified  the 
deeds  of  the  body;  but,  at  laft,  notwithftanding  all 
their  profeflfion  and  pretence  to  Ch rift's  righteoufnefs 
(out  of  the  faith  that  works  by  love,  and  out  of  the 
fine  linnen,  in  their  own  filthy  rags);  are  found  by 
him  workers  of  iniquity,  i  Cor.  vi.  6.  Luke  xiii.  26. 
Rom.  viii.   13.     i  John  iii.  7. 

^ery  23.  Shall  any  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  but  they  that  do  the  will  of  Chrift*s  Father 
which  is  in  heaven?  Is  it  enough  to  pray.  Thy  will 
be  done  on  earth,  as  it  is  in  heaven  ?  Is  it  not  necef- 
fary  alfo  to  receive  that  power  which  makes  willing, 

and 
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and  that  nature  and  Spirit  whofe  delight  it  is  to  do  the 
will  of  the  Father?  Mat.  vii.  21. 

^ery  24.  Who  fhall  be  counted  worthy  of  the 
kingdom  of  God?  Shall  not  they  who  fuffer  for  it  in 
the  holy  faith  and  patience,  and  fo  are  willing  through 
the  much  tribulation  (whether  outward  or  inward,  or 
both)  to  enter  into  it  ?  2  Theff.  i.  4,  5.  Afts  xiv.  22. 
^ery  25.  What  arc  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  ?  who  hath  need  of  them,  and  whom  are  they 
given  unto?  Were  they  given  only  to  the  apoftles  ? 
Or  only  to  the  minifters  of  the  church?  Are  they  not 
given  to  every  one  that  hath  need  of  them,  to  whom 
God  giveth  underftanding  to  open  the  myfteries  of  the 
kingdom  with  them?  Mat.  xvi.  19.  The  lawyers  were 
blamed  for  taking  away  the  key  of  knowledge,  Luke  xi. 
52.  Then  they  from  whom  they  took  it,  fhould  have 
had  it,  that  they  might  have  entered  into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  by  it,  and  not  have  been  hindered 
from  entering  for  want  of  it:  and  they  taking  it 
away  from  others  loft  it  themfelves;  for  when  Chrift 
came  and  preached  the  kingdom,  they  could  not  fee  to 
enter  into  it,  but  were  blind  and  oppofed  it.  Mat. 
xxiii.  13.  And  now,  under  the  gofpel,  if  any  man 
have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his  (he  is 
not  the  Father's  child,  who  hath  not  the  Father's 
Spirit  to  lead  him,  Rom.  viii.  4.);  and  he  that  hath 
the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  hath  he  not  the  key  of  know- 
ledge ?   I  Cor.  ii.   10,  1 1. 

^lery  26.  What  is  the  joyful  found,  which  they  that 
know  are  blefled?  Is  it  not  the  teftimony  of  the  king- 
dom ?  Is  it  not  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  of  the 
kingdom  ?  Which  they  that  repent,  and  become  little 
children,  being  begotten  and  born  of  the  Spirit,  be- 
lieving in  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
enter  into,  and  walk  in,  the  light  of  God's  countenance 
there,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  15.  Gal.  iv.  15. 

^ery  27.  Which  is  the  joyful  found  of  the  everlaft- 
ing  gofpel  to  every  nation,  kindred,  tongue,  and  peo- 
ple, after  the  ages  of  the  great  apoftafy  from  the  fpirit 
and  power  of  the  apoftles?  Is  not  this,  "  Fear  God, 

"  and 
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*'  and  give  glory  to  him,  for  the  hour  of  his  judg- 
**  ment  is  come;  and  worfhip  the  Great  Creator  in 
<«  fpirit  and  in  truth?'*  He  that  heareth  this  found, 
in  the  evidence  and  demonftration  of  God's  Spirit, 
doth  he  not  hear  the  gofpel  ?  He  that  indeed  knoweth 
this  found,  doth  he  not  know  the  joyful  gofpel-lbund? 
And  he  that  believeth  and  obeyeth  it,  doth  he  not  be- 
lieve and  obey  the  gofpel,  even  as  God  hath  appointed 
it  to  be  preached,  and  obeyed  by  all  nations,  kindreds,.' 
tongues,  and  people  ?    Rev.  xiv.  6y  "j. 

^ery  28.  What  is  that  kingdom  that  cometh  not 
with  obfervation,  but  is  inward,  and  to  be  found  with- 
in? Where  men  need  not  fay,  lo  here,  orlo  there,  but 
may  find  the  Mefliah,  and  his  light  fhining  in  upon 
them?  Luke  xvii.  20,  21.    2  Cor.  iv.  6. 

^ery  29.  What  is  that  kingdom  which  ftands  not  in 
word,  but  in  power;  nor  is  meat  and  drink,  but  righ* 
teoufnefs,  and  peace,  and  joy,  in  the  Holy  Ghoft? 
I  Cor.  iv.  20.  Rom.  xiv.  17. 

^ery  30.  What  is  it  to  come  unto  and  vifit  the 
churches  of  Chrift,  in  the  fulnefs  of  the  bleffing  of 
the  gofpel  of  Chrift  ?  Is  it  not  to  come  in  the  fulnefs 
of  God's  Spirit  and  power,  to  feed  them  with  the 
bread  of  life,  to  fill  their  hearts  with  the  ftrength  and 
virtue  of  life  from  God,  as  the  Lord  fhall  pleafe  to 
drop  it  into  their  fpirits  through  them,  and  to  build 
them  up  in  the  holy  faith,  that  at  length  they  may  be 
filled  with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God?  John  xxi.  15,  16, 
17.   Rom.  XXV.  29.   Eph.  iii.  19. 

^ery  31.  Whom  will  the  Lord  afTemhle?  And 
whom  will  he  gather  to  make  up  his  kingdom  of,  in 
the  days  of,  the  gofpel  ?  Will  not  the  Lord  aflemblc 
her  that  h^eth,  and  gather  her  that  is  driven  out, 
and  her  that  he  hath  afflided  ?  And  will  not  he  make 
her  that  halteth,  a  remnant ;  and  her  that  was  caft  off, 
a  ftrong  nation  ?  And  (hail  not  the  Lord  reign  over 
them  in  Mount  Sion,  from  henceforth,  even  for  ever  ? 
(For  when  Chrift,  the  inward  and  fpiritual  King,  comeft 
to  fit  on  the  thron?  of  his  Father  David,  inwardly  and 
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fpiritually,  he  fhall  reign  over  the  houfc  of  Jacob  for 
ever,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  fhall  be  no  end,  Luke  i. 
32,  23.)  Mic.  iv.  6,  7.   Ezek.  xxxiv.   16. 

^uery  32.  What  are  the  places  wherein  the  Iheep  of 
God  have  been  fcattered,  in  the  cloudy  and  dark  day, 
which  the  Lord  promifed  to  deliver  them  out  of?  And 
what  is  the  good  pafture  he  will  feed  them  in,  after  he 
hath  delivered  them  ?  And  what  are  the  high  moun- 
tains of  Ifrael,  where  their  fold  and  fat  pafture  fhall 
be  ?  Arc  not  thofe  things  to  be  fulfilled  to  the  fpiritual 
people,  in  the  inward  and  fpiritual  kingdom  of  the 
Mefliah  ?  Ezek.  xxxiv.  12.  14.  John  x.  3,  4, — 9.— 
27,  28. 
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Serious     Professors 

OF     THE 

CHRISTIAN     RELIGION: 

WHEREIN 

A  brief  Touch  of  my  Knowledge,  Senfe,  Belief, 
and  Experience  concerning  the  Godhead,  the 
Offering  up  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
in  his  Body  on  the  Tree,  as  a  Propitiatory 
Sacrifice  to  the  Father,  and  the  Impu- 
tation of  his  Righteoufnefs  to  thofe  who  be- 
lieve in  his  Name  and  Power,  is  nakedly  laid 
before  them  ;  wherein  I  am  not  alone,  but 
one  with  thofe  who  have  fo  learned  and  ex- 
perienced the  fame  in  the  Leadings  and  Light 
of  his  Holy   Spirit. 

Written  in  Love  to  them  (that  they  might  have  the 
better  Underftanding  of  us,  as  to  thefe  Things,  and 
might  not  think  otherwife  either  of  us,  or  of  the 
Truth  of  our  God,  which  we  bear  witnefs  to,  than 
there  is  Caufe,  to  their  own  Hurt  and  Prejudice). 

ISAAC      PENINGTON. 
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FRIENDS, 

AFTER  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  touch  my  heart 
with  the  fenfe  of  his  truth,  and  to  manifeft  unto 
me  the  principle  of  his  life,  in  the  demonftration  and 
power  of  his  own  Spirit,  infomuch  as  I  could  reafon, 
difpute,  confidcr  about  it  no  longer,  but  was  fully 
fatisfied  concerning  it  ;  I  fay,  after  this,  the  love  of 
God  fprang  in  me  towards  you,  and  pure  defires  and 
breathings  unto  him,  that  ye  alfo  might  have  the  way 
caft  up  before  you,  and  might  fo  walk  therein,  as  to 
come  to  partake  of  the  fame  mercy  and  falvation. 
How  I  have  mourned  before  the  Lord  for  you,  and 
defired  that  the  ftumbling-blocks  might  be  removed 
from  you,  and  that  ye  might  fo  feek  as  to  obtain  (not 
in  that  wifdom  and  difputing  mind,  which  ftill  is  fhut 
out ;  but  in  that  meeknefs,  humility,  and  fear,  which 
gives  entrance)  the  Lord  God  knoweth.  Yea,  the 
defires  in  me  after  you  are  ftill  living  -,  who  knoweth, 
but  the  Lord  may  at  length  hear,  and  with  his  key 
fo  open  your  hearts,  and  fo  anoint  your  eyes  with  his 
eye-lalve,  that  ye  may  fee,  acknowledge,  believe  in, 
and  receive  the  beloved  of  your  fouls,  even  as  he  now 
appears  (after  the  long  night  of  darknefs)  a  comforter 
Vol.  IV.  F  f  of 


450    An  Epistle  to  AtL  serious  Professors,  8cc. 

of  the  drooping  fpirits  of  his  people,  with  the  pure 
light  of  life,  wherein  the  redeemed  houfe  of  Jacob 
(who  fat  in  darknefs,  and  in  the  valley  of  the  Ihadow 
of  death,  mourning  after  him)  now  in  his  holy  re- 
joicing, and  pure  joy  of  fpirit,  walk  before  him  ? 
Oh  !  the  Lord  God  vifit  you,  and  break  in  upon  you, 
as  he  hath  done  upon  us,  and  caufe  you  to  fet  to 
your  feals  alfo,  as  we  could  not  but  do,  that  this  is 
he  whom  all  our  days  we  waited  for,  and  longed  after. 
And  now  there  are  two  or  three  things  in  my  heart  to 
open  to  you,  how  it  is  with  me  in  reference  to  them  ; 
for  indeed  I  have  not  been  taught  to  deny  any  tefti- 
mony  the  fcripturcs  hold  forth,  concerning  the  Lord 
Jefus,  or  any  of  his  appearances,  but  am  taught  by 
the  Lord  more  certainly  and  fully  to  own  and  ac- 
knowledge them. 

The  firft  is  concerning  the  Godhead,  which  we  own 
as  the  fcriptures  exprefs  it,  and  as  we  have  the  fenfible, 
experimental  knowledge  of  it.  In  which,  **  There  are 
**  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven,  the  Father,  the 
*'  word,  and  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  thefe  three  are 
"  one."  1  John  v.  7."  This  I  believe  from  my  heart, 
and  have  infallible  demonftrations  of;  for  I  know 
three,  and  feel  three  in  fpirit,  even  an  eternal  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Spirit,  which  are  but  one  eternal  God. 
And  I  feel  them  alfo  one,  and  have  fellowlhip  with 
them  (through  the  tender  mercy  of  the  Lord)  in  their 
life,  and  in  their  redeeming  power.  And  here  I  lie 
low  before  the  Lord  in  the  fenfible  life,  not  defiring  to 
know  and  comprehend  notionally,  but  to  feel  the  thing 
inwardly,  truly,  fenfibly,  and  efFedually ;  yea,  indeed, 
this  is  to  me  far  beyond  what  I  formerly  knew  notion- 
ally  concerning  them,  and  I  cannot  but  invite  others 
hither. 

Now  confider  ferioufly,  if  a  man  from  his  heart  be- 
lieve thus  concerning  the  eternal  power  and  Godhead  j 
that  the  Father  is  God,  the  Word  God,  the  Holy  Spirit 
God ;  and  that  thefe  are  one  eternal  God,  waiting  fo 
to  know  God,  and  to  be  fubjeft  to  him  accordingly  ; 
is  not  this  man  in  a  right  frame  of  heart  towards  the 

Lord 
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Lord  in  this  refpedt  ?  Indeed  friends,  we  do  know  God 
fenfibly  and  experimentally  to  be  a  Father,  Word,  and 
Spirit,  and  we  worfhip  the  Father  in  the  Son  by  his 
own  Spirit,  and  here  meet  with  the  feal  of  acceptance 
with  him.  Nor  would  we  contend  with  you  about 
your  crimes  in  this  refpeft,  but  that  ye  provoke  us 
thereunto,  in  laying  to  our  charge  as  if  we  denied  the 
thing  ;  whereas  we  do  not,  nor  can  deny  the  expref- 
fions  which  the  fcripture  ufeth,  nor  our  own  fenfe  and 
experience  concerning  the  thing.  I  pray  let  this  fuf- 
fice,  and  let  us  all  ftrive  to  know  God  (and  his  Son 
Jefus  Chrift)  in  his  life.  Spirit,  and  power,  wherein  is 
unity  and  true  demonftration  ;  and  not  contend  about 
fuch  expreflions  concerning  things,  as  are  befide  the 
fcriptures.  For  would  not  ye  yourlelves  think  it  hard 
(I  mean  fuch  of  you  as  read  the  fcriptures  ferioufly,  de- 
firing  to  underftand  and  obferve  what  is  written  there- 
in) to  have  a  belief  of  things  impofed  on  you  otherwife 
than  is  there  written,  and  otherwife  than  ye  have  the 
{cniCf  knowledge,  and  experience  of  them  from  the 
Lord  ? 

The  fecond  is  concerning  the  offering  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  without  the  gates  of  Jerulaiem.  I  do  ex- 
ceedingly honour  and  efteem  that  offering,  believing 
it  had  relation  to  the  fins  of  the  whole  world,  and  was 
a  propitiatory  facrifice  to  the  Father  therefore.  And 
furely  he  that  is  redeemed  out  of  the  world  up  to  God 
by  Chrift,  cannot  deny  that  Chrift  was  his  ranfom,  and 
that  he  was  bought  with  a  price,  and  therefore  is  to 
glorify  God  with  his  body  and  fpirit,  which  are  God's, 
I  Cor.  vi.  20.  And,  faith  the  apoftle  Peter,  ye  know 
that  ye  were  not  redeemed  v/ith  corruptible  things,  as 
filver  and  gold,  from  your  vain  converfation,  &c.  but 
with  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift,  as  of  a  Lamb  with- 
out blemifh  and  without  fpot,  i  Peter  i.  18,  19.  who 
fo  offered  himfelf  up  to  God  through  the  eternal  Spirit, 
Heb.  ix.  14.  This  we  do  own  fingly  and  nakedly,  as 
in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  ;  though  I  muft  confefs  we 
do  not  lay  the  fole  ftrefs  upon  that  which  is  outward 
and  vifible  (though  we  truly  and  fully  acknowledge  ic 
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in  its  place),  but  upon  that  which  is  inward  and  in- 
vifible  ;  upon  the  inward  life,  the  inward  power,  the 
Spirit  within  ;  knowing  and  experiencing  daily,  that 
that  is  it  which  doth  the  work.  The  outward  flefli  is 
not  the  meat  indeed,  nor  the  outward  blood  the  drink 
indeed  ;  but  it  is  the  Spirit,  the  life,  the  fubftancc, 
which  the  birth  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit  feeds  upon 
and  lives  by.  Oh  !  confidcr  ferioufly,  and  wait  on  the 
Lord,  rightly  to  underftand  that  fcripture,  John  vi.  63. 
**  It  is  the  Spirit  that  quickeneth,  the  flefii  profiteth 
*'  nothing  j  the  words  that  1  fpeak  unto  you,  they  are 
"  Spirit,  and  they  are  life."  What  doth  this  fcripture 
lay  the  ftrefs  upon  ?  Is  it  not  upon  the  quickening 
Spirit,  and  the  words  which  the  quickening  Spirit 
fpeaketh  to  the  foul,  which  are  living,  and  give  life  to 
thofe  that  hear  them  ?  "  Hear,  and  your  foul  fhall 
"  live !"  Hear  his  voice  who  giveth  life,  and  your  fouls 
fhall  live  by  him  ;  but  can  any  one  live  without  heariftg 
the  voice  of  him  who  alone  is  able  to  quicken  and  raife 
the  foul  from  death,  and  out  of  the  grave  of  fin  ? 

The  third  thing  is  concerning  the  imputation  of 
Chrift's  righteoufnefs,  to  fuch  as  believe  in  his  name 
and  power,  whic*h  we  have  felt,  witnefTed,  and  own  to 
be  thus. 

God  vifits  men  by  the  light  and  power  of  his  Holy 
Spirit,  in  their  dead  and  dark  ellate,  even  while  they 
are  ungodly.  Now,  they  that  feel  life,  and  in  the 
quickenings  of  life,  by  the  faith  which  comes  from  life, 
turn  to  the  light  and  power  which  vifits  them,  by  this 
faith  in  the  power,  they  are  in  meafure  tranfplanted  out 
of  the  unholy  root,  into  the  holy  root,  where  they  par- 
take of  the  nature  and  virtue  of  the  true  olive-tree  ; 
and  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  in  and  through  his  Son  Jefus 
Chrift,  ii  fpread  over  them,  and  their  iniquities  are 
pardoned,  and  their  tranfgreflions  done  away  for  his 
name's  fake  ;  and  they  are  reckoned  by  God,  not  as  in 
the  old  root  and  unholy  nature,  but  that  whereon  they 
lay  hold  by  faith,  and  are  in  union  with,  they  are  reck- 
oned by  in  the  eye  of  the  Lord ;   and  they  are  accepted 
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and  beloved  in  hinn  in  whom  they  are  found,  by  him 
who  tranfplanted  them  there,  and  ingrafted  them 
thereinto.  So  that  Chrift  is  really  theirs,  and  they 
his  J  and  what  he  did  for  them  in  his  body  of  flelh  is 
become  theirs,  and  they  have  the  benefit,  and  reap 
the  fweet  fruits  of  it.  And  if  they  fin  afterwards, 
they  have  an  advocate  who  pleads  their  caufe  with  the 
Father,  and  who  breathes  livingly  upon  them  again, 
and  quickens  faith  in  them,  and  gives  them  to  turn 
from  that  which  ran  after  them,  and  overtook  them 
and  defiled  them.  So  that  in  this  ft:ate  of  true  faith 
in,  and  union  with,  the  Son,  the  fountain  is  felt  fct 
open  for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs,  which  daily  wajfheth 
away  the  pollutions  and  ftains  of  the  mind,  which  it 
is  liable  to  in  the  travelling  ftate. 

But  now  to  every  faith  this  doth  not  belong,  but 
to  the  faith  only  which  flows  from  the  power  of  the 
cndlefs  life,  and  which  Hands  in  the  power.  The  faith 
which  is  from  the  power  is  precious,  having  a  precious 
nature  and  virtue  in  it,  and  very  precious  effects  flow 
from  it.  For  it  is  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for ; 
it  is  of  a  pure  nature,  which  hath  dominion,  and 
giveth  dominion  over  the  wicked  one.  There  is  no 
overcoming  of  the  faints  here ;  for  as  it  came  from 
the  power,  fo  it  flands  near  the  power,  and  engages 
the  power  of  life  againft  the  enemy,  and  fo  is  ilill  too 
hard  for  him.  For  he  that  refifteth  the  enemy  in  the 
true  faith,  ftill  overcomes  him,  and  makes  him  fly. 
Jam.  iv.  7.  But  that  belief  on  Chrift,  and  applying 
his  righteoufnefs,  which  is  not  of  this  faith,  nor  in 
the  true  light  of  life,  but  according  to  the  creature's 
apprehenfions  concerning  things,  that  is  not  of  the 
fame  nature  with  this,  nor  hath  the  fame  virtue,  nor 
produceth  the  fame  effects  -,  but  notwithftanding  fuch  a 
believing  and  hoping,  men  are  ftill  in  their  fins,  and 
they  are  not  wafhed  away  from  them  by  the  blood  of 
Chrift,  nor  remitted  or  covered  by  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord.  And  oh  !  that  men  were  wary,  and  did  take 
heed  in  this  matter,  that  they  might  not  mifs  of  true 
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pardon  from  the  Lord,  and  fo  find  their  fins  bound  by 
him,  in  the  days  of  his  refreftiing  others  ! 

For  there  is  a  ftate,  wherein  there  is  an  imputation 
of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  to  perfons  reached  to  by  the 
power  of  the  Lord,  and  coming  up  out  of  the  un- 
godly ftate,  and  fo  a  real  bringing  into  the  righteouf- 
nefs. For  in  the  true  growth  the  foul  daily  grows 
more  and  more  out  of  its  own  righteoufnefs,  out  of 
the  dark,  corrupt  image,  into  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift,  and  into  his  pure  image.  Thus  Chrift  is  form- 
ed in  the  hearts  of  them  that  truly  believe,  daily  more 
and  more  j  they  receiving  him  as  an  heavenly  leaven, 
and  giving  up  to  be  leavened  by  him,  are  changed 
daily  more  and  more  into  the  newnefs  of  Spirit,  even 
until  they  become  a  new  lump,  even  a  lump  wholly 
leavened,  fo  that  old  things  are  pafTed  away,  and  all 
things  become  new ;  that  is,  not  of  old  Adam  any 
more,  but  all  of  God  in  Chrift,  all  of  the  new  nature 
and  Spirit,  which  is  all  of  it  righteous  in  the  fight  of 
God.  Now  this  is  it  all  ftiould  labour  for  and  feek 
after,  even  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  righteoufnefs, 
to  find  an  entrance  miniftered  to  them  into  the  ever- 
lafting  kingdom,  and  the  righteoufnefs  thereof,  that 
they  might  really  put  off  the  old  man  with  his  affec- 
tions and  lufts,  and  put  on  the  new  man ;  the  new 
man's  nature,  the  new  man's  image,  the  new  man's 
fpirit,  the  new  man's  righteoufnefs,  the  new  man's 
holinefs  ;  that  they  might  have  the  wedding-garment 
on  to  be  married  to  Chrift  in,  and  might  be  as  a  bride 
prepared  for  the  bridegroom.  Oh  !  it  is  precious  for 
any  one  to  feel  his  foul  in  this  ftate  !  And  who  would 
not  travel  and  wreftle,  and  ftrive  and  watch,  and  pray 
and  wait,  that  he  might  be  thus  fitted  by  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  for  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  ?  For,  friends,  there 
is  a  coming  under  grace,  under  grace's  wing,  and  out 
of  (hame  and  confufion  becaufe  of  fin,  into  the  glory 
which  is  in  the  pure  image  j  and  there  is  a  being 
changed  from  grace  to  grace,  and  from  glory  to  glory, 
by  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord.  Oh  !  that  fuch 
99  tak^  upon  them  the  profeffion  of  Chriftianity,  might 
*  feel 
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feel  the  power,  and  wait  upon  the  power,  and  know 
what  it  is  to  believe  in  the  power,  and  live  in  the 
power;  for  without  this,  the  opprclled  ftate  of  Chrifti- 
anity  is  but  dead,  and  dry,  and  cold,  not  having  the 
true  living  fap  and  warnnth  in  it.  There  are  great 
deceits  in  the  world  about  thefe  things,  but  he  that 
knoweth  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  who  was  vifited 
by  the  power,  gathered  to  the  power,  and  abides  in 
the  power,  he  hath  that  with  him  which  anoints  his 
eye  and  heart,  and  ftrengthens  them  againfb  the  moft 
fubtile  devices  and  deceits  of  the  transforming  fpirit. 
But  whoever  he  be  that  profefTeth  Chriftianity,  and  is 
not  here,  he  is  not  fafe,  but  the  enemy  hath  ways  of 
bewitching  and  deluding  him,  which  he  hath  not 
wherewith  effe<flually  to  withftand  and  avoid. 

Now  having  nakedly  expreflfed  thefe  things  to  you, 
as  they  are  in  my  heart,  there  is  a  queftion  lies  before 
me  to  propound  to  you,  which  deferves  your  ferious 
confideration  of,  and  ability  to  anfwer  in  the  fight  of 
the  Lord,  which  is  this  : 

^left.  Do  ye  rightly,  truly,  and  fully  (as  the  Lord 
requireth  of  you)  know,  efteem,  and  honour  the  Son  ? 
Do  ye  own  him  as  God  hath  revealed  him  in  the  fpi- 
rit of  his  children,  fince  the  apoftafy  ?  Do  ye  feel 
him  as  an  horn  of  falvation  lifted  up  there  ?  Do  ye 
find  and  experience  him  revealed  within  by  the  Father, 
as  the  iztdi  of  the  woman,  bruifing  the  head  of  the 
ferpent  ?  Oh !  this  is  precious  knowledge,  and  the 
right  way  of  truly  knowing  him  as  he  came  from  the 
Father,  lived  in  obedience  to  him,  futfered  for  the  fins 
of  the  whole  world,  afcended  again  to  the  Father,  and 
now  fits  with  him  in  glory  !  For,  indeed,  it  is  the 
chief  thing,  and  that  whereon  the  foul's  red  depends, 
to  know  and  feel  him  near.  Oh !  that  we  were  one 
here  (I  mean  in  the  inward  fenfe  and  acknowledgment 
of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi:),  and  we  fliould  foon  be  one 
in  the  other  alfo  ! 

For  we,  who  are  reproachfully  by  many  called  Qua- 
kers, are  (for  the  moft  part)  a  people  who  have 
much  an4  long  fought  after  the  Lord,  and  after  the 

F  f  4  experi- 
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experimental  knowledge  of  thofe  truths,  which  are 
teftified  of  and  related  in  the  holy  fcriptures.  We 
fought  not  after  a  new  Chrift,  or  a  new  Spirit,  or  new 
doftrines  concerning  Chrift  or  his  Spirit ;  but  to  know 
Chrift,  fo  as  to  receive  life  from  him,  and  to  live  to 
him  in  the  life  and  fpirit  received  from  him  ;  this  hath 
been  the  fingle  aim  and  defire  of  our  fouls.  And  if 
men  could  with  patience  confider  what  we  hold  forth, 
and  wait  till  God  open  their  underftandings,  they 
would  not  lay  fuch  blame  upon  us  as  they  do  in  many 
refpefts,  but  find  that  we  reverence  the  fcriptures, 
believing  and  holding  concerning  the  things  of  God 
according  as  is  there  expreffed,  from  a  true  under- 
ftanding  received  from  the  Lord,  and  in  the  true  light 
and  guidance  of  his  Spirit,  There  is  another  queftion 
fprings  in  my  heart  unto  you,  I  befeech  you  to  con- 
fider of  it  ferioufly,  perhaps  there  may  be  a  blefling 
to  you  in  it. 

^ejl.   Do  ye  rightly  and   weightily  confider  and 

embrace  that  counfel  of  Chrift,  Matt.  vi.  ^2'  "  Seek 

"  ye  firft  the  kingdom  of  God,    and  his  righteouf- 

*'  nefs  ?"  Do  ye  mind  what  Chrift  likens  the  kingdom 

to  ?  Even  a  grain  of  muftard-feed,  a  pearl   hid  in  a 

field,  a  little  leaven,  a  loft  piece  of  filvcr,  &c.     Do 

ye  know,  and  are  ye  acquainted  with  that  little  thing 

which  is  like  unto  thefe  ?  And  do  ye  really  and  rightly 

feek  after  it  ?  Do  ye  feek  it  where  it  is  to  be  found  ? 

Po  ye  know  the  place  where  it  is  hid  ?  And  do  ye  take 

the  right  way  to  buy  and  purchafe  it  ?  How  is  that  ? 

Why  not  by  outward  obfervation,  faith  Chrift,  but  by 

inward  fweeping  the  houfe ;  by  keeping  the  eye  upon 

it,  and  fweeping  out  the  rubbifh  that  covers  it ;  this 

is  the  way  to  find  it,  purchafe  it,  and  poflefs  it.     Oh  1 

that  ye  could  all  learn  thus,  and  be  thus  exercifed  by 

the   Spirit  of  the  Lord  daily.     Surely  they  that  thus 

feek  fhali  find,  and  they  that  thus  afk  ftiall  have,  and 

they  that  thus  knock,  to  them  the  everlafting  kingdom 

ihall  be  opened. 

For  mark  the  difference  between  the  ftate  of  the 
law  and  gofpel.    The  law  was  a  (hadow  of  good  things 

ta 
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to  come.  The  gofpel  is  a  ftate  of  enjoyment  of  the 
good  things  fhadowed  out  under  the  law.  The  law 
was  a  type  of  the  kingdom,  of  the  fpiritual  kingdom 
of  Chrift,  which  is  fct  up  under  the  gofpel.  In  John's 
day  the  kingdom  was  at  hand  ;  but  in  the  day  of  Chrift's 
power  the  kingdom  is  come.  Under  the  law  there  was 
a  tabernacle  pitched  by  man  j  but  under  the  gofpel 
the  true  tabernacle  and  temple  is  witnefTed,  which, 
God  pitcheth,  and  not  man  ;  and  the  holy,  fpiritual, 
heavenly  facrifices,  and  the  living  covenant,  whereof 
Chrift  is  the  mediator,  and  the  law  written  in  the 
heart,  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  put  within,  fo  that 
his  prefence  is  as  really  witnefTed  inwardly,  in  that 
which  is  truly  his  tabernacle  and  temple  now,  as  ever 
it  was  witnefTed  outwardly,  in  his  outward  tabernacle 
and  temple  under  the  law.  Oh  !  that  Chriftians  mighc 
not  have  the  name  only,  but  might  be  in  the  life  and 
in  the  power,  wherein  thefe  things  are  felt  and  ex- 
perienced j  for  indeed  the  wonders  of  the  Lord  arc 
feen  in  his  temple,  and  his  name  is  praifed  there, 
Selah.  There  he  breaks  the  fhield  and  the  bow,  the 
fpear  and  the  battle,  Selah.  There  the  enemiy  is  over- 
come i  the  holy  vi6lory  that  bringeth  him  under, 
ifTueth  out  thence,  Selah.  There  the  well  is  opened, 
and  the  Philiftine  nature  hath  power  to  ftop  it  no 
more,  Selah.  There  the  treafury  of  life  and  wifdom, 
and  the  riches  of  God's  goodnefs,  are  made  manifeft 
for  ever. 

Truly,  friends,  I  have  not  loft  any  thing  that  ever 
I  had,  or  acknowledged  of  God  in  the  days  of  my 
former  profefTion,  by  believing  in  the  light  which 
God  hath  now  revealed  in  me,  but  have  it  ftill  with 
me,  and  in  greater  clearnefs  and  plainnefs,  and  fuller 
demonftration  than  I  then  had  it;  but  that  of  the  flefh 
which  mixed  with  it,  and  hindered  it  from  being 
rightly  ferviceable  to  the  Lord,  and  fully  comfortable 
to  me,  that  the  Lord  hath  been  removing  by  his 
fearching  light,  and  by  the  demonftration  of  his  Spi- 
rit and  pov/er.  And  if  at  length,  after  all  my  deep 
and  long  mifery,    the  Lord  hath  given  me  to  meet 

with 
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with  and  enjoy  that  which  is  truly  excellent  (among 
thofe  whom  men  defpife)  I  could  heartily  wilh  for 
you,  that  ye  alfo  might  meet  with  and  enjoy  the  fame, 
without  pafling  through  that  mifery  and  bitter  anguilh 
and  diftrefs  of  fpirit,  through  which  the  Lord  led  me 
thereto.  The  Lord  preferve  his  people,  by  the  arm 
of  his  mighty  power,  which  he  hath  ftrctched  out 
for  them,  and  whereby  he  hath  gathered  them  to  him- 
felf.  And  thofe  which  are  not  yet  of  this  fold,  oh ! 
that  it  would  pleafe  him  to  feek  them  out,  and  bring 
them  home  alfo ;  that  the  Lord  may  be  one,  and  his 
name  one  amongft  us,  and  that  that  which  divideth 
and  fcattereth  from  the  living  truth,  might  be  fcattered 
and  brought  to  nought  every  where,  in  all  who  would 
be  one,  and  defire  to  ferve  God  (with  one  confeat) 
in  that  which  is  true  and  pure.     Amen, 
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REPLY 

T  O     A  N 

Answer  of   fome  Queries,  &c. 

Query  i.  XXTHICHis  the  go/pel- l^aptifm,  or  of  what 
W     kind  is  the  baptifm  in  the  gojpel-ftate  ? 
Is  it  outward  or  inward?  Is  it  the  figure  of  the  inward 
haptifut  or  the  inward  baptifm  itfelf? 

N.  B.'s  Anfwer  is,  //  is  ajlooping  to  God's  law. 

Reply i  This  is  a  very  improper  anfwer,  and  not  at 
all  to  the  thing  in  hand  ;  for  the  query  was  not  con- 
cerning the  {looping  or  fubje6ling  to  baptifm,  but 
what  the  baptifm  is,  which  is  to  be  Hooped  and  fub- 
jedled  to,  whether  that  be  an  inward  or  outward  bap- 
tifm ?  Whether  it  be  a  figure  of  the  holy  and  heavenly 
baptifm  of  the  gofpel,  or  the  holy  and  heavenly  bap- 
tifm itfelf  ?  So  that,  in  thefe  words,  there  is  no  anfwer 
at  all  returned  to  the  query,  but  rather  the  aflerting 
of  another  thing,  which  the  query  did  not  mention, 
altogether  improper  in  this  place ;  for  the  query  tends 
to  determine  what  the  baptifm  itfelf  is,  and  when  that 
is  once  determined,  about  (looping  and  fubjefting  to 
it,  there  will  be  no  queftion  I  hope  between  us. 

Now  to  explain  what  this  law  of  God  is,  which  is 
to  be  (looped  to,  he  faith,  "  It  is  the  law  of  the 
"  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrid;'*  quoting  to  prove  it,  Rom, 
viij.  2.     Mat.  xxviii.  18,  19.    Mark  xvi.  16. 

Reply, 
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Reply,  That  baptifm,  water-baptifm,  (as  he  after- 
wards exprefleth  it  in  his  anfwer  to  this  query)  is  the 
law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  I  never  read 
in  fcripture.  Nor  doth  it  effeft  in  the  heart  what  the 
law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  doth,  which 
the  apoftle  faith,  made  him  free  from  the  law  of  fin 
and  death  j  and  it  hath  virtue  and  power  in  its  nature 
over  the  law  of  fm  and  death,  which  water-baptifm 
hath  not.  The  law  of  fm  and  death  is  of  an  inward 
and  fpiritual  nature ;  and  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life 
alfo  is  of  an  inward  and  fpiritual  nature,  ftronger  than 
the  law  of  fin  and  death,  and  is  able  to  make  free 
from  the  law  of  fin  and  death  inwardly.  But  water- 
baptifm  is  an  outward  thing,  an  elementary  thing, 
not  able  to  reach  the  law  of  fin  and  death,  nor  to 
make  free  from  it.  I  befeech  you  confider,  ye  who 
look  upon  this  to  be  a  command  and  ordinance  of  our 
Lord  Chrift,  are  ye,  or  are  they,  who  are  outwardly 
baptized  with  water,  made  free  from  the  law  of  fm 
and  death  thereby  ?  Nay,  Paul  himfelf,  who  was  by 
the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  made  free 
from  the  law  of  fin  and  death,  yet  was  not  made  free 
fo  by  outward  baptifm.  For  if  he  was  outwardly  bap- 
tized (as  I  am  ready  to  believe  he  was,  it  being  ufual 
at  that  time)  it  was  when  Ananias  came  to  him,  and 
when  the  fcales  fell  from  his  eyes,  and  he  received 
fight.  Ads  ix.  18.  But  he  was  not  then  made  free 
from  the  law  of  fin  and  death  -,  for  afterward,  in  his 
inward  and  fpiritual  exercife  and  holy  travail,  he  found 
and  complained  of  a  law  in  his  members,  warring 
againft  the  law  in  his  mind,  and  bringing  him  into 
captivity  to  the  law  of  fin  in  his  members,  Rom.  vii. 
23.  This  was  not  a  ftate  of  freedom  from  the  law  of 
fin ;  for  with  his  flelh  he  ftill  ferved  it,  while  in  this 
ftate.  But  when  by  the  Spirit  the  flefti  was  crucified^ 
when  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus 
prevailed  over  the  law  of  fin  and  death  in  his  members, 
then  he  was  no  longer  under  Satan's  captivity  by  fin, 
but  a  delivered  man,  made  free  therefrom,  by  the  law 
of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus.     Then  he  knew 

the 
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the  truth,  and  the  power  and  virtue  of  the  truth  ma- 
nifefted  itfelf  in  him,  and  made  him  free,  and  he 
was  free  indeed  j  and  faid  no  more  he  could  not  do 
the  good  he  would,  nor  forbear  doing  the  evil  he 
would  not ;  but  he  was  more  than  a  conqueror  over 
the  evil,  and  fet  at  liberty  to  work  righteoufnefs,  and 
could  do  all  things  through  Chrift  that  llrengthcned 
him.  Oh !  that  ye  that  plead  fo  much  for  outward 
water,  knew  this  law  writ  in  your  hearts,  and  the  ef- 
fectual power  and  virtue  thereof  freeing  you  from  the 
law  of  fin  and  death,  and  then  ye  would  no  more 
attribute  that  to  an  outward  thing  (or  to  your  obedi- 
ence as  to  fuch  an  outward  thing)  which  belongs  to 
the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jefus,  and  to  the 
law  of  his  life  inwardly  written  in  the  heart. 

Another  fcripture  he  brings  to  prove  water-baptifm 
to  be  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  is 
Mat.  xxviii.  19. 

Reply,  If  it  were  granted,  that  Chrift  did  in  that 
place  command  water- baptifm,  yet  that  would  not 
prove  it  to  be  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  him. 
The  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  him  is  a  deep  thing, 
(I  befeech  you  do  not  miftake  it)  and  hath  mighty 
effects  in  the  foul,  which  water-baptifm  never  had, 
nor  can  have  upon  any.  The  law  of  the  Spirit  of 
life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  hath  that  virtue  and  power  from 
God  in  its  nature,  v/hich  water- baptifm  is  not  capa- 
ble of.  The  figures,  the  outward  reprefentations, 
have  not  a  capacity  to  receive  that  from  God,  which 
the  inward  law  and  fubftance  hath. 

But  that  outward  baptizing  with  water  is  there  com- 
manded by  Chrift,  is  not  at  all  manifeft  from  that 
fcripture,  but  rather  the  contrary,  if  it  be  well  minded. 
For  Chrift  faith,  all  power  was  given  him  in  heaven 
and  earth,  and  bids  them  go  and  baptize.  Doth  he 
fay  with  water?  Nay,  doth  he  not  fay  into  the  name 
of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Spirit  ?  So  that  now,  when 
the  gofpel  is  preached  in  the  Spirit  and  power  of  God, 
and  his  Spirit  and  power  reacheth  to  our  hearts,  we 

are 
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are  by  that  Spirit  and  power  both  taught  and  bap- 
tized inwardly,  gathered  into  the  name  of  the  Father, 
Son,  and  Spirit,  and  baptized  into  their  nanne.  And 
he  that  doth  this  in  the  heart,  teacheth  the  heart  to 
call  this  the  gofpel-baptifm  j  and  to  call  that  which 
came  forth  in  the  hands  of  the  fore-runner,  the  type, 
or  figure  of  this,  the  reprefentation  of  this,  the  fha- 
dow  of  the  gofpel-baptifm,  but  not  the  gofpel-baptifm 
itfelf.  Indeed  we  dare  not  call  John's  baptifm,  or 
water-baptifm,  the  gofpel-baptifm,  or  Chrift's  bap- 
tifm; the  Lord,  who  hath  manifefted  things  to  us, 
and  taught  us  to  put  a  difference  between  things  that 
really  differ,  would  judge  and  condemn  us  for  fo 
doing. 

Mark  further,  Chrifl,  who  faith,  "  All  power  in 
"  heaven  and  earth  is  given  me,"  and  therefore  bid 
them  go  teach  and  baptize,  yet  withal  bid  them  wait 
for  the  fame  Spirit  and  power  which  was  given  him, 
A6ls  i.  4. — 8.  And  then  having  his  Spirit  and  power, 
wherewith  he  inwardly  taught  and  baptized,  might 
they  not  be  able  therewith  to  reach  the  heart  and  con- 
fcience,  and  fpiritually  both  to  teach  and  baptize,  as 
inftruments  in  God's  hand,  in  the  fpringings  of  his 
life  and  power  in  them  ? 

Now  to  manifeft  this  further ;  for  I  feel  the  Lord 
opening  my  heart  in  this  thing,  and  I  hope  it  is  for 
your  fakes,  (Oh !  ye  miftaken  ones  in  this  weighty 
bulinefs!)  that  the  Lord  may  explain  things  of  this 
nature  to  you,  and  do  you  good  thereby.  To  whom 
was  this  commiflion  or  command,  in  the  authority  and 
power  of  God's  Spirit,  given,  to  go  and  teach  all  na- 
tions, baptizing  them  into  the  name,  &c.  ?  Was  it 
not  efpecially  given  to  the  apoftles,  who  were  efpeci- 
ally  gifted  thereunto  ?  And  was  not  Paul  one  j  yea, 
one  of  the  chief,  made  fo  by  God  our  Father,  and  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifl:  ?  And  he  being  in  a  fpecial  manner 
fcnt  to  the  Gentiles,  or  Heathen  nations,  (for  the  Jews 
were  but  one  nation)  did  not  this  coramiffion  extend 
to  him,  and  this  command  lie  upon  him  ?  Now  if  this 
command  did  extend  to  inward,  fpiritual,  gofpcl-bap- 

tizing. 
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tizing,  with  the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
he  had  it  as  full  as  any  of  them  ;  but  if  it  be  under- 
ftood  of  water- baptifm,  we  do  not  find  that  he  had 
any  fuch  commiffion,  but  rather  otherwife.  Read  his 
commifTion,  Afts  xxvi.  18.  is  there  any  thing  of  wa- 
ter-baptifm  in  it  ?  There  is  remiflion  of  fins,  which 
depends  upon  believing  and  turning  to  God,  in  his 
illuminating  Spirit  and  power,  but  nothing  of  water- 
baptifm.  And  mark,  it  is  God  that  opens  mens  eyes, 
and  it  is  God  that  opens  their  hearts,  and  inwardly 
turns  them  from  darknefs  to  light,  and  from  Satan's 
power  to  God  j  yet  Paul  was  fent  by  the  Lord  to  do 
this.  And  is  it  an  harder  matter  inwardly  to  baptize, 
than  to  do  this  ?  So  that  it  is  not  Paul,  but  the  Lord 
that  opens  the  eyes,  and  turns  men ;  yet  the  Lord  fent 
Paul  to  do  it,  and  furely  the  Lord  enabled  him,  by 
his  Spirit  and  power,  to  do  what  he  fent  him  to  do, 

Obje(fl,  But  though  it  is  not  here  particularly  exprejfed, 
yet  it  may  be  implied  or  intended.  Or  if  this  commtjfion 
did  not  reach  to  him^  the  former  apojlolick  commijfion  would, 
he  being  made  Jo  extraordinary  an  apoftle.  Or  at  leafi  it 
would  reach  him  as  a  teaching  difciple ;  for  he  that  hath 
authority  to  teach  the  nations ^  hath  alfo  authority  to  bap- 
tize them. 

Jnf.  No,  Paul  neither  by  this  commiflion,  nor  by 
the  apodolick  commiffion,  nor  by  his  difciplefiiip, 
had  any  authority  or  miffion  from  God  to  baptize,  if 
ye  take  baptifm  in  this  place  for  baptizing  with  out- 
ward water,  as  he  himfelf  exprefsly  faith,  "  Chrift  fent 
"  me  not  to  baptize,"  (fpeaking  of  water-baptifm) 
"  but  to  preach  the  gofpel,"  i  Cor.  i.  17.  Nay,  he 
thanks  God  that  he  baptized  none  of  them,  to  his 
remembrance,  but  Crifpus,  Gaius,  and  the  houfhold 
of  Stephanus,  ver.  14.  16.  Now  if  he  had  looked 
upon  water-baptifm  as  Chrift's  ordinance,  and  as  the 
law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  would  he  thank 
God  he  had  obeyed  it  no  more  ? 

Objecl.  But  he  gives  the  reajon  of  that ^  left  any  fhould 
fay  he  had  baptized  in  his  own  name* 
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■jfinf.  Why,  perfons  might  fay  he  preached  in  his 
own  name,  yet  that  would  not  have  excufed  him  from 
preaching.  No  more  would  mens  faying  he  baptized 
in  his  own  name,  excufe  him  from  baptizing,  if  water - 
baptifm  had  been  Chrift's  command  and  ordinance. 

The  laft  place  he  brings  to  prove  water-baptifm  to 
be  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  is 
Mark  xvi.  i6.  "  He  that  believeth,  and  is  baptized, 
"  Ihall  be  faved  j  but  he  that  believeth  not,  Ihall  be 
•'  damned." 

Reply,  This  iheweth  the  neceflity  of  the  gofpel-bap- 
tifm,  but  this  doth  not  cxprefs  which  the  gofpel-bap- 
tifm  is,  whether  an  inward  or  outward  wafhing.  We 
know,  having  been  taught  by  the  Lord,  that  there  is 
no  falvation  without  inward  wafhing,  which  is  alfo 
very  demonftrable  to  others  j  but  God  forbid  that  all 
Ihould  be  damned,  that  are  not  baptized  with  outward 
water. 

He  faith.  This  law  was  confirmed  by  them  that  had  the 
Spirit-baptijm,  being  commanded  to  be  obeyed  by  them  that 
had  the  Spirit,  A^s  x.  47,  48. 

Reply,  That  Peter  did  command  perfons  to  be  bap- 
tized with  water,  and  that  John's  baptifm,  or  water- 
baptifm,  was  made  ufe  of  in  thofe  days,  and  that  John 
had  it  from  God,  and  that  it  was  done  in  God*s  name, 
this  is  not  denied ;  but  that  water-baptifm  was  Chrift's 
baptifm,  or  the  gofpel- baptifm,  this  place  doth  not 
prove. 

He  faith  further,  The  kind  of  this  baptifm  is  water- 
baptifm,  bringing  Mat.  iii.  16.  and  A(5ts  viii.  38,  39. 
to  prove  it. 

Reply,  Mat.  iii.  16.  only  proves  that  Chrift  was  bap- 
tized with  water,  but  doth  not  prove  that  water-bap- 
tifm is  the  gofpel-baptifm.  If  I  could  prove  by 
fcripture  exprefsly,  that  Chrift  was  circumcifed,  yet 
that  would  not  prove  that  therefore  that  was  to  be  the 
gofpel-circumcifion.  So  though  it  be  manifeft,  that 
Chrift  was  baptized  by  John,  with  his  water-baptifm, 
yet  that  doth  not  at  all  prove  that  John's  water-bap- 
tifm is  Chrift's  gofpel-baptifm.    The  end  of  John's 

baptizing 


A  REPLY  TO  AN  ANSWER,  &c;       4^7 

baptizing  with  water  was,  that  Chrift  might  be  madtt 
manifeft,  John  i.  31.  And  when  he  is  made  mani- 
feft,  (when  he  who  is  the  word,  who  is  life,  is  made 
manifeft,  i  John  i.  i,  2.)  then  men  muft  come  to 
him,  to  be  baptized  by  him  with  his  baptifm,  which 
is  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  with  fire.  Mat.  iii.  11.  or 
with  the  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning,  Ifa.  iv,  4. 

That  other  place  of  A6ls  viii.  38,  39.  doth  not  at  all 
prove  that  water-baptifm  is  the  gofpel-baptifm,  but 
only  that  Philip  did  baptize  the  eunuch  with  water, 
which  is  not  a  thing  denied  by  us.  Yea,  what  if  I 
fhould  grant,  that  the  Lord  did  honour  it  as  much  as 
any  fhadow,  or  more  than  other  fhadows,  by  letting 
it  have  a  longer  time,  and  otherwifci  yet  that  will  noc 
prove  it  to  be  ChrilVs  baptifm,  or  a  gofpel-ordinance* 
And  if  men  do  take  it  up  in  tendernefs  of  fpirit,  bow- 
ing to  the  Lord,  it  is  fo  much  the  better  j  yet  it  is  not 
eafy  to  believe  that  all  do  fo ;  and  thofe  that  do  fo, 
may  err  in  their  judgments,  notwithftanding  j  though 
I  am  perfuaded,  the  Lord  is  tender  to  perfons  that  do 
things  in  tendernefs  of  heart  to  him,  notwithftanding 
fome  error  or  miftake  in  their  judgments. 

Query  2.  IVhat  is  it  that  is  to  be  wajloed  in  the  go/pel' 
Jlate  i'  Is  it  the  outward  or  inward  man  ?  And  what  is  the 
imvard  man  to  be  waped  with  ? 

An[,  His  anfwer  is,  it  is  the  body,  the  whole  man 
or  woman  to  go  into  the  water,  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,    Son,    and  Spirit}    fo  that  the  foul 
comes  to   be  fandlified  by   the  word  and  Spirit, 
For  the  proof  of  v/hich  he  quotes  John  viii.  32. 
and  chap.  xv.  3. 
Reply t  That  the  whole  body  was  to  go  into  the  v/a- 
ter,  according    to  John's  baptifm,    is    granted;    but 
that  this  is  the  gofpel-baptifm,  or  Chrift's  baptifm,  is 
denied  by  us.  It  is  the  inward  Jew  that  is  to  be  wafhed 
in  the  gofpel-llate,  and  is  inward  water,  fpiritual  wa- 
ter, that  he  is  to   be  waihed  with.      I  pray  confider 
that  fcripture  ferioufly,  (and  the  Lord  give  you  the 
true  underftanding  thereof)  Zech.  xiii.   i.     Doth  noc 
that  fcripture  fpeak  of  the  gofpel-ftate  ?  What  foun- 
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tain  is  it  that  is  opened  in  the  gofpel-ftate  ?  Is  H  ati 
outward  fountain  of  outward  waters,  which  is  opened 
for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs,  to  wafh  it  away  ?  The 
Lord  knoweth  of  what  nature  fin  is,  and  with  what 
water  it  is  to  be  wafhed  away,  and  therefore  openeth 
that  fountain  in  the  houfc  of  David  in  the  gofpel- 
ftate,  which  is  proper  to  wafh  it  away  with.  What  is 
the  houfe  of  David  ?  Who  is  the  Jew  in  the  gofpel- 
ftate  ?  What  is  the  tabernacle  or  houfe  of  David  that 
is  raifed  up  then  ?  What  is  the  fountain  that  is  opened 
there  for  fin,  and  for  uncleannefs  ?  Cart  fin  be  wafhed 
away  from  any  heart  and  confcience,  but  by  the  water 
of  this  fountain  ?  And  is  not  the  gofpel-baptifm  with 
this  water  ?  Do  not  thofe  that  are  waflied  with  thia 
water  feel  the  true  walhing,  and  know  it  certainly, 
evidently,  infallibly,  in  the  demonftration  of  God's 
Spirit,  to  be  the  true  baptifm  j  not  the  figurative,  out- 
ward wafhing  of  the  body,  but  the  real  inward  walh- 
ing of  the  foul  ?  There  is  the  wafhing  of  regenera- 
tion. Tit.  iii.  5.  which  is  with  that  which  regenerates, 
which  the  water  of  the  fountain  of  life  and  holinefs 
doth,  which  God  opens  in  the  heart,  and  wafheth  the 
foul  with,  and  caufeth  the  foul  to  wafh  in  •,  but  the 
outward  water,  which  wafheth  the  outward  body,  hath 
no  fuch  nature  or  virtue  in  it,  nor  ever  was  appointed 
by  God  to  produce  any  fuch  efFeft.  That  the  foul  is 
fandified  by  the  word  and  Spirit,  is  granted :  but 
that  the  foul  is  not  fandlified  by  the  word  and  Spirit, 
unlefs  the  body  is  wafhed  with  outward  water,  that  is 
denied ;  and  the  fcriptures  afore-mentioned  by  him, 
of  John  viii.  32.  and  chap.  xv.  3.  do  not  at  all  prove 
any  fuch  thing.  Now  the  gofpel-obedience  is  to 
Chrift's  baptifm,  not  to  John's  baptifm.  And  the 
foul  that  is  fubjecft  to  Chrift's  baptifm,  doth  not  live 
in  difobedience,  for  not  taking  up  John's  baptifm ; 
which  God  doth  not  allow  him  to  do ;  but  in  the  gof- 
pel-ftate, every  one  is  to  hear  the  Son,  the  Shepherd 
of  the  foul,  and  follow  him  the  fubftance,  and  not 
Mofes's  circumcifion  or  John's  baptifm. 

Query 
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Query  3.  What  is  wajhed  away  by  the  gojpel-baptifm? 
Is  it  the  filth  of  the  outward  body  orflejh?  Or  the  filth  of 
the  foul  ?  And  with  what  water  is  the  filth  of  the  foul  to 
be  wajhed  away? 

Anf.  Sin  is  wafhed  away  by  the  gofpel-baptifm  j  for 
the  proof  whereof  he  quotes  A6ts  xxii.  16. 
Rom.  vi.  17,   18. 

Reflji  Thus  far  we  agree,  that  fin  is  wafiied  away 
by  the  gofpel-baptifm  \  but  what  that  baptifm  is 
which  wafheth  away  fin,  herein  we  greatly  differ.  He 
affirmeth  it  to  be  outward  water,  and  the  wafhing  of 
the  outward  man  therewith.  1  affirm  it  to  be  inward 
water,  from  the  inward  holy  fountain  which  God  opens 
in  the  houfe  of  David,  whereby  the  foul  and  con- 
fcience  is  waflied  from  fin,  and  from  uncleannefs. 
That  place  of  A6ts  xxii.  16.  fpeaks  of  Paul's  being 
baptized,  and  wafliing  away  his  fins;  but  doth  not  fay, 
that  outward  wafliing  the  body  with  outward  water  is 
the  wafliing  away  of  fins  ;  but  bids  him  wafli  away  his 
fins,  calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord.  And  thus  the 
wafliing  away  of  fins  is  at  this  day  experienced.  The 
Lord  manifefts  fin,  turns  the  mind  againfl:  it,  and 
caufeth  a  cry  to  the  Lord,  and  then  the  Lord  opens 
the  fountain,  caufeth  the  pure  water  to  flow,  which 
the  foul  is  waflied  with;  and  fo  far  as  it  is  waflied 
therewith,  it  is  clean  in  the  fight  of  God,  and  hath 
the  inward  i'enfe  of  its  cleannefs  from  the  Lord.  Yet 
that  there  was  a  figurative  wafliing  away  of  fins  by 
John's  baptifm,  I  do  not  deny  ;  for  it  was  unto  repent- 
ance, and  they  thereby  profeflTed  repentance,  and  were 
to  "  bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  repentance,"  Mat. 
iii.  8.  Nor  doth  that  other  place  (Rom.  vi.  17,  18.) 
prove,  that  wafliing  the  body  with  outward  water 
purgeth  away  any  fin,  or  maketh  free  from  fin ;  but 
that  which  makes  free  from  fin,  is  the  power,  virtue, 
and  life  of  truth  felt  in  the  heart,  wafliing  and  cleanf- 
ing  it.  It  is  receiving  the  truth  in  the  love  of  it, 
and  being  moulded  into  the  nature  of  it,  believing  it 
in  the  evidence  and  demonilration  of  God's  Spirit, 
^nd  obeying  it  in  the  obedience  of  the  new  nature, 

G  g  3  mind. 


470       A  REPLY  to  an  ANSWER,  &c. 

rnind,  and  Spirit.  And  the  anfwer  of  a  good  con- 
fcience  cpmes  from  the  inward  baptifm,  from  the 
wafhing  which  tl\e  apoftle  calls  dnirvTroVf  the  anti-type, 
I  Pet.  iii.  21.  which  baptifm  is  not  the  wafliing  away 
the  filth  of  the  flefh  or  body ;  but  an  inward  baptifm, 
which  fo  walheth  inwardly,  that  the  anfwer  of  a  good 
confcience  is  prefently  felt,  in  the  fight  and  preience 
of  God,  And  then  the  foul  knows  what  water  it  was 
walhed  with,  which  was  able  to  produce,  and  did  pro- 
duce this  effeft. 

He  faith,  And  thus  it  appears  j  Firji  it  takes  off  dif- 
ohedience. 

Replyt  What  is  it  takes  off  difobedience  ?  The  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jefus,  the  life  and  power  of  truth,  felt  and 
working  in  the  heart,  deftroys  the  difobedient  nature, 
and  takes  away  the  difobedience  thereof;  but  outward 
wafhing  of  the  body  doth  not,  though  men  may  ap- 
prehend there  is  an  outward  command  for  it,  and 
Judge  they  do  it  in  obedience  to  that  outward  com- 
mand. But  obedience  is  from  true  underftanding  of 
the  mind  and  will  of  God,  and  from  that  holy  light 
of  his  Spirit  wherein  the  holy  underftanding  is  given. 
And  in  this  obedience  the  Lord's  juftification  is  wit- 
nefTed;  which  is  not  witnelTed  in  the  other;  I  mean  in 
that  which  men  call  obedience  to  that  which  they  ac- 
count a  literal  command,  according  to  their  conceiv- 
ings and  apprehenfions. 

Secondly,  j^s  it  leads  perjons  unto  Chrijl ;  for  which  he 
quotes  Rom,  vi.  2,  3.     GaL  iii.  27. 

Reply,  That  which  leads  unto  Chrift,  and  into  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  him,  the  children  of  the  new  covenant 
know,  who  are  drawn  by  the  Father,  and  are  taught 
and  learn  of  him  to  come  to  the  Son,  John  vi.  44, 
45.  And  how  can  we  give  that  honour  to  John's 
baptifm,  or  outward  wafhing  the  body,  which  belongs 
to  the  Father,  and  his  powerful  Spirit  ?  To  be  baptized 
into  Chrift  is  a  great  thing.  To  be  buried  with  Chrilt 
by  baptifm  into  death,  is  a  precious  ftatc,  and  efFeded 
by  the  inward  work  of  the  Spirit  in  the  heart,  work- 
ing againft  fin,  working  the  ?nind  out  of  fin,  into  the 
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nature.  Spirit,  and  life  of  Chrift.  And  the  being 
baptized  into  Chrill,  is  the  real  putting  on  Chrift. 
It  is  the  effed  of  knowing  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus, 
which  caufeth  the  putting  off  of  the  old  man,  and  the 
renewing  in  the  Spirit  of  the  mind,  and  putting  on 
the  new,  Ephef.  iv.  22,  23,  24.  But  John's  baptifm, 
or  the  walhing  the  body  with  outward  water,  doth 
none  of  thefe  things,  but  is  only  a  type  or  reprefenta- 
tion  of  what  is  done  in  and  by  the  inward  baptifm. 

He  adds  further.  And  Jo  the  foul  receives  Chriji  in  his 
prophetical  and  priejtly  office  ;  Jo  by  Chriji  we  are  delivered 
from  all  filthinejs  of  flejh  and  fpirit^  that  we  may  perfect 
holinefs  in  the  fear  of  God. 

Reply,  The  kingdom  of  Chrifl:  is  fpiritual,  the  king- 
dom of  Chrift  is  within,  and  he  that  would  truly  know 
him  as  he  is  King,  Prophet,  and  Prieft,  mult  hear  his 
knocks,  know  his  voice,  open  to  him,  and  let  him  in, 
and  then  he  will  manifeft  himfclf  there,  and  the  foul 
fhall  know  what  he  is,  even  his  King,  Prieft,  and 
Prophet,  and  feel  him  exercifing  all  thefe  holy  offices, 
in  the  authority  and  power  of  his  Father,  in  the  heart. 
This  is  precious  knowledge  indeed.  Yea,  he  ftiall 
know  him  with  his  fan  in  his  hand,  thoroughly  purg- 
ing his  floor  from  all  unbelief,  from  all  difobedience, 
from  all  chaffinefs  and  earthlinefs ;  yea,  from  all  fil- 
thinefs  of  flefti  and  fpiritj  for  his  fan  turns  againfl: 
them  all,  and  his  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burning 
flames  inwardly  againft  them  all ;  and  as  they  are  con- 
fumed  and  burnt  up,  the  pure  fear  of  the  Lord  is  in- 
creafed  in  the  heart,  wherein  holinefs  is  begun,  and 
at  length  perfected,  by  the  thorough  circumcifion  and 
baptifm  of  the  Spirit.  But  the  Corinthians  were  not 
cleanfed  from  all  filthincfs  of  flefh  and  fpirit  by  wa- 
ter-baptifm,  but  were  afterwards  exhorted  by  Paul  to 
do  it. 

Query  4.  What  water  is  it  that  the  inward  Ifrael  fhall 
he  fprinkled  with^  that  they  may  be  clean  ?  Is  it  not  in- 
ward water,  fpiritual  water?  And  can  any  be  clean  or  bap- 
tized in  the  fight  of  God,  that  are  not  baptized  with  this 
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water,  wherewith  Godjprinkleth  and  wajheth  his  inward 
and  fpiritual  Ifrael  ? 

Anf.  Bapcifm  is  not  fprinkling,  nor  fo  rendered  by 
the  Spirit,  but  baptize ;  baptize  is  to  dip  or  put 
into  the  water. 

Reply,  When  God  fprinkleth  his  inward  Ifrael,  with 
the  water  which  he  hath  promifed  to  fprinkle  with, 
he  doth  fufficiently  cleanfe  them  j  for  whom  the  Lord 
fprinkleth  with  this  water,  they  are  cleanfed  thereby, 
Ezek.  xxxvi.  25.  And  this  relates  to  the  gofpel-ftate  -, 
for  a  new  heart  is  immediately  promifed,  ver.  26. 
which  is  the  promife  of  the  gofpel-covenant.  And  the 
blood  of  fprinkling  in  the  new  covenant  doth  fuffi- 
ciently wafli  and  cleanfe,  Heb.  xii.  24.  Rev.  i.  5. 
fprinkling  and  dipping  are  but  figures  j  but  they  are 
both  comprehended  in  the  fubftance,  which  we  fhould 
wait  inwardly  to  feel  and  experience.  The  water 
which  Chrift  fpeaks  of,  John  iii.  5.  (which  place  he 
quotes)  is  not  outward,  but  of  the  fame  nature  with 
the  Spirit,  whereof  the  foul  is  wafhed  and  born  again, 
and  rifeth  up  in  the  new  life  with  Chrift. 

He  faith,  "The  inward  Jits  for  the  outward. 

Reply,  It  is  true,  John's  baptifm  did  require  inward 
qualifications,  (in  which  refpecfl  it  went  oeyond  cir- 
cumcifion)  and  fo,  where  thofe  qualifications  were 
found,  who  could  forbid  water  ?  But  Chrift's  baptifm, 
the  baptifm  with  Spirit  and  fire  to  purify  the  mind 
and  burn  up  the  drofs,  is  of  an  higher  miniftration, 
and  afar  more  glorious  baptifm  than  that.  Mat.  iii.  11. 
*'  He  Ihall  baptize  yow."  you,  v/hat  you?  Tou  whom 
I  have  baptized  with  water.  So  that  thofe  whom  he 
had  baptized  to  repentance,  he  tells  of  another  bap- 
tifm, a  more  glorious  baptifm  than  his,  which  happy  , 
are  they  that  wait  for,  and  feel  accomplilhed  in 
them. 

Query  5.  What  is  the  gofpel-circumcijion  ?  Is  it  not  an 
inward  and  fpiritual  circumcifion?  and  is  not  the  circum- 
(iftng  knife,  wherewith  the  inward  Ifrael  is  circumcifed, 
inward  and  fpiritual  ?  And  is  not  the  gofpel-baptifm,  where- 
with the  inward  Ifrael  is  wafhed,  as  inward  and  fpiritual 
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as  the  goJpeUcircumciJion  ?  Is  not  this  circumcifion  and 
wajhing  of  the  fame  nature^  and  effected  without  outward 
hands  ? 

Anf.  It  is  inward,  fpiritual,  heavenly,  that  which 
God  works  by  the  knife  of  his  word,  Heb.  iv.  12. 
Hof.  vi.  5. 

Reply,  This  is  true ;  we  whom  God  hath  called, 
quickened,  enlightened,  circumcifed,  and  baptized, 
experience  it  fo ;  and  happy  is  he,  if  he  experience  it 
fo  alfo.  For  the  word  is  living,  and  makes  alive; 
the  word  is  quick  and  powerful,  fliarper  than  any  two- 
edged  fword,  and  it  doth  inwardly  pierce  to  the  di- 
viding afunder  of  the  foul  and  fpirjt,  (Oh!  this  is  a 
blelTed  experience  inwardly,  wherever  it  is  felt !)  and 
of  the  joints  and  marrow,  and  is  a  difcerner  of  the 
thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart.  And  this  word 
came  to  the  prophets,  and  did  hew  through  the  pro- 
phets, and  God's  judgments  by  this  word  were  as  a 
light  that  went  forth.  This  word  is  the  word  of  life, 
and  the  life  is  manifefted  in  it,  as  the  apoftles  knew 
in  their  day,  1  John  i.  1.  and  as  God's  gathered  ones 
know  in  this  day. 

But  let  him  take  heed,  left  he  put  the  letter,  or 
outward  defcriptions  of  heavenly  things,  for  the  word; 
for  the  kingdom  or  gofpel-ftate  ftands  not  in  fuchkind 
of  words,  but  in  power,  i  Cor.  iv.  20.  and  the  apoftles 
were  made  able  minifters  of  the  New-Tcftament,  not 
of  the  letter,  but  of  the  Spirit  j  for  the  letter  killeth,  but 
the  Spirit  miniftereth  life,  2  Cor.  iii.  6.  So  we  diftin- 
guilh  the  word  of  life,  (the  quick  piercing  word  that 
giveth  life)  from  the  words  which  came  from  it,  Adls  v. 
20.  which  words  are  alfo  living,  as  they  come  from 
the  life  ;  otherwife,  in  the  mouth,  underftanding,  or 
comprehenfion  of  him  who  is  not  living,  (nor  in  a  true 
fenfe  and  underftanding  of  them)  they  are  not  life.  So 
men  fhould  not  ftrive  to  comprehend  things  with  that 
outward  underftanding,  which  can  never  attain  thereto, 
but  wait  to  receive  the  underftanding  from  God,  where- 
by they  may  know  him  that  is  true,  and  his  gofpel- 
ordinance,  and  the  holy  laws  of  his  kingdom,  and  be 
found  in  the  obedience  thereof  to  him  in  the  Spirit. 

Now 
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Now  granting  the  gofpel-circumcifion  to  be  inward 
and  fpiritual,  how  can  he  make  the  gofpel-baptifm  to 
be  of  a  nature  inferior  to  it,  even  outward  and  carnal, 
viz.  a  wafhing  with  the  elementary  water  of  this  crea- 
tion, and  not  with  the  inwardly  fandifying  and  clean- 
fing  water  of  life,  which  God  fprinkleth  upon  his 
fpiritual  Ifrael,  and  alfo  plunges  their  fouls  into  ? 
And  confider  ferioufly,  whether  the  apollle,  fpeaking 
both  of  circumcifion  and  baptifm.  Col.  ii.  n,  12. 
did  intend  either  of  them  as  to  the  outward,  and  not 
rather  both  of  them  as  to  the  inward,  wherein  the 
true  inward  fpiritual  circumcifing,  and  alfo  the  true 
inward  baptizing,  is  witneffed,  and  both  without 
hands  i  for  neither  circumcifion  nor  uncircumcifion 
avails  (no  more  doth  outward  wafhing  the  body,  or 
not  wafhing  it  avail)  but  a  new  creature;  the  putting 
off  of  the  body  of  the  fins  of  the  flefh  by  the  cir- 
cumcifion and  baptifm  of  Chrift,  this  avails,  and  is  of 
great  efteem  with  God. 

Query  6.  JVhat  is  the  one  baptifm  of  the  fpiritual 
Jfraely  without  which  there  is  no  Jahation  ^  Can  there  be 
iiny  Jahation  without  the  inward  wafhing  of  the  foul  ? 
May  there  not  be  Jahation  without  the  outward  wafhing  of 
the  body  ? 

Anfw.  That  which  Chrift  Jefus  commanded;  for 
there  is  but  one  baptifm  commanded,  and  that  leads 
us  to  Chrift  and  God. 

Reply,  Was  not  John's  baptifm  commanded,  which 
was  an  outward  wafhing  ?  And  is  fiot  the  inward  wafh- 
ing commanded  alfo  ?  Was  not  Ifrael  commanded  to 
circumcife  their  hearts,  and  was  not  that  an  inward 
circumcifion?  And  were  they  not  alfo  commanded  to 
wafh  their  hearts  from  wickednefs,  and  was  not  that  an 
inward  wafhing  or  baptifm  ?  How  could  they  do  either 
of  thefe  ?  Why,  did  not  Mofes  direft  tiiem  to  the 
word  nigh  in  their  mouth  and  heart,  whereby  both 
thefe  might  be  done  ?  And  can  either  of  thefe  be  done 
.  in  any  heart,  but  by  the  operation  of  this  word  of  life 
inwardly  in  the  heart?  We  know,  ^here  is  no  other 
tiame  under  heaven,  nor  way  to  be  faved,  but  Chrift  the 
word  of  life,  and  light  of  men.     But  they  that  arq 
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faved  by  him,  muft  know  him  as  a  living  ftone  within^ 
and  come  from  all  elfe  in  their  hearts  to  him  (as  to 
a  precious  foundation-ftone  of  life),  and  be  new-created 
by  him,  circumcifed  and  baptized  into  him,  and  fo 
walk  in  him,  the  new  and  living  way,  and  ferve  God 
his  Father,  in  the  newnefs  of  the  Spirit;  and  not  in 
the  oldnefs  of  the  letter;  which  happy  are  they  that 
underftand  what  it  is,  and  are  found  in  this  obedience 
to  the  Lord,  and  in  thus  worfliipping  him  in  his  Spirit 
and  truth,  which  is  the  gofpel-fervice  and  worlhip. 
For  men  may  eafily  miftake  about  the  letter;  but 
the  new  birth  doth  not  miftake  concerning  the  Spirit, 
nor  the  true  jfheep  concerning  the  voice  of  Chrift. 

Query  7.  How  are  men  buried  with  Chriji  by  baptifm 
into  death  ?  Is  it  not  an  inward  Jpiritual  death,  that  men 
are  thus  buried  with  Chriji  into  '^  ylnd  is  it  not  effe^ed  by 
an  inward  jpiritual  baptijm  ? 

Anjw.  By  water-baptifm;  for  Chrift  was  buried,  fo 
are  we.  Chrift  was  buried  by  baptifm  in  the  water, 
fo  are  we. 

Reply y  Chrift  was  outwardly  circumcifed;  fo  are  we 
alfo  circumcifed;  not  outwardly,  as  Chrift  was.  Chrift 
was  not  circumcifed  to  efteft  any  thing  upon  him 
(for  he  needed  it  not),  but  for  our  fakes.  And  he 
was  baptized  for  our  fakes  alfo,  that  we  alio  might  be 
circumcifed,  and  baptized  with  the  circumcifion  and 
baptifm  which  we  need,  which  is  the  circumcifing  and 
baptizing  of  our  fouls,  and  not  the  circumcifing  or 
waftiing  of  our  bodies. 

He  adds,  Chriji  did  it  to  juljil  all  righleoujnejs ;  we  to 
fuljil  the  righteous  law  and  will  oj  God,  zve  thereby  en- 
tering into  covenant  with  Godj  whereby  we  jet  to  his  feal 
(I  fuppofe  he  means,  our  Jeal)  that  he  is  true. 

Reply^  It  remains  yet  to  be  proved,  that  baptizing 
with  water  is  God's  law  and  will  in  the  gofpei-ftate. 
I  am  fure  there  are  thofe  that  are  taught  otherwlfe  by 
him  that  teacheth  all  his  children,  from  the  leaft  to 
the  greateft,  in  the  new  covenant.  And  the  new  cove- 
nant is  an  inward  covenant;  which  they  that  hear 
God's  voice  therein,  and  have  his  law  written  in  their 
hearts,  and  obey  it,  are  led  by  him  more  and  more 

into. 


47^       A  REPLY  to  an  ANSWER,  &c. 

into.  Now  the  new  covenant  is  not  made  with  every 
thirfty  one  after  the  living  waters,  but  only  fuch  as 
come  to  Chrift  in  the  drawings  and  teachings  of  his 
Father;  and  when  they  are  come  to  Chrift,  incline 
their  ears,  and  hearken  diligently  to  him,  Ifa,  Iv.  i, 
2,  3.  fuch  affiiredly  know  and  enjoy  the  fure  mercies 
of  David,  having  God  to  be  their  Shepherd  to  fpread 
their  table  for  them ;  and  they  eat  that  which  is  good, 
and  are  fatisfied  with  the  fat  things  of  his  houfe,  and 
fo  can  fet  to  their  feal  that  God  is  true  and  faithful, 
who  hath  not  only  promifcd  fuch  things,  but  is  daily 
fulfilling  and  making  them  good  in  and  to  their  fouls. 

Query  8.  IVhat  is  that  baptifmj  from  whence  there 
certainly  and  confiantly  arijeth  the  anfwer  of  a  good  con- 
fcience  towards  God?  Doth  not  this  always  arife  from  the 
inward  hapifm^  from  the  wafloing  away  of  that  which 
defikth  the  confcience?  Is  not  then  the  conscience  thereby 
made  good  and  holy  in  the  fight  of  God'^  And  doth  it 
not  then  anfwer  the  holy  willy  laWy  and  Spirity  of  the 
holy  and  good  God? 

4nfw.  The  baptifm  of  water;  being  that  which 
Chrift  commanded. 

Reply,  Water- baptifm,  or  outward  wafhing  of  the 
body,  cannot  make  the  confcience  good;  for  a  man 
may  do  that  upon  a  miftake,  throqgh  error  of  judg^ 
ment,  and  go  unchanged  ii^to  it,  and  come  unchanged 
out  of  it.  But  the  inward  circumcifior\  and  inward, 
baptifm,  doth  really  cut  off  and  wafl^  away  the  fin 
and  filth  of  the  confcience,  and  fo  make  it  good^;.  and 
then  the  good  confcience  doth  anfwer  to  God,  in 
what  he  teacheth  and  requireth.  But  that  water- 
baptifm  was  commanded  by  Chrift,  is  ftill  denied  on 
our  part,  and  unproved  on  his. 

He  faith,  A  clear  confcience  arifeth  fror4  a  true  con- 
formity  to  the  law  of  God. 

Reply,  This  is  very  true.  But  what  is  the  law  of  God 
in  the  new  covenant,  but  what  he  writes  in  the  heart? 
God  is  the  teacher  of  his  people  in  the  new  covenar^t^ 
and  what  he  teacheth  and  requireth  of  them  by  his 
Spirit,  is  their  law.  Chrift  is  their  law-giver,  and  h^ 
gives  forth  his  law  of  life^  from,  his  Spirit  of  life,  to 
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thofe  that  wait  for  it,  Ifa.  xlii.  2.  And  he  likewife 
opens  the  fcfiptures,  and  Ihews  what  God  taught  and 
required  of  former  ages,  and  of  this  prefent  age. 
Hefhews  what  the  fliadows  of  the  law  were,  and  what 
the  miniftration  of  the  prophets  and  John  was,  and 
what  the  miniftration  of  the  Son  is  -,  who  is  faithful 
in  all  his  houfe  to  every  one  there,  as  a  Son,  to  give 
the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  to  them;  even  as  Mofes 
the  fervant  was  to  give,  the  outward  law  to  thofe  of 
his  houfe.  So  that  it  is  not  fufficient  to  read  a  fcrip- 
ture,  or  fcriptures,  and  fay  this  was  commanded,  and 
this  was  practifed  of  old;  but  to  wait  to  know  how 
it  was  commanded,  and  how  pradifed,  and  of  what 
nature  it  was,  whether  of  the  everlafting  nature  of  the 
kingdom,  which  is  to  remain;  or  of  an  outward  ele- 
mentary nature,  which  might  be  fhaken  and  pafs  away. 
For  it  was  the  will  of  God,  that  all  fuch  things  fhould 
be  fhaken  and  pafs  awav,  that  the  kingdom  itfelf 
alone,  which  cannot  be  fhaken,  might  remain,  Heb. 
xii.   27. 

Conclufion.  Oh!  tkat  people  knew  and  experienced 
the  baptifm  zvhich  is  the  fubfiance,  and  then  they  would 
not  idolize  that  baptijm^  or  outward  wajhing^  which  in  its 
nature  can  be  no  more  than  a  fig>ii  fignification,  or  repre- 
Jentation  of  that  which  is  the  Jubjlance ! 

jinfw.  Our  baptifm,  which  is  the  gofpel-baptifm, 
being  baptized  into  Chrift,  is  that  which  brings  us 
to  the  fubftance,  Chrill  Jefus  our  Lord,  the  fub- 
ftance  of  all  things.  So  that  figns  or  fignifica- 
rions  are  nothing  to  us,  but  Chrift  is  all  to  our 
fouls. 

Reply t  That  water- baptifm  is  the  gofpel-baptifm, 
can  never  be  proved  by  you,  it  being  neither  the 
nature  of  the  gofpel,  nor  commanded  by  Chrift  the 
law- giver  in  the  gofpel.  And  that  this  waftiing  with 
outward  water  is  the  baptizing  into  Chrift,  is  a  very 
low  and  dark  apprehenfion,  far  from  truth,  and  the 
right  underftanding  of  the  fcriptures,  and  the  expe- 
rience of  thofe  who  are  baptifed  with  Chrift's  baptifm. 
And  that  which  brings  to  Chrift,  is  the  Father,  by  his 

drawings  i 


478       A  REPLY  to  an  ANSWER,  &c. 

drawings;  not  outward  baptizing,  or  walhing  the  out^ 
ward  man  with  outward  water;  that  is  but  a  bodily 
cxcrcife,  and  bodily  exercifes  profit  little,  fb  far  are 
they  from  bringing  to  Chrift  the  fubftance.  And  as 
for  what  he  faith  concerning  figns  and  fignifications; 
oh !  that  it  Were  fo  indeed,  that  they  were  nothing  to 
you,  but  Chrift  were  all  to  your  fouls !  For  if  it  were 
io  indeed,  could  ye  thus  cry  up  a  figure  or  Ihadow  of 
the  gofpel-bapcifm,  and  be  fo  ignorant  of  the  fub- 
ftancc.  Do  the  Jews  know  the  inward  circumcifion  ? 
Or  do  ye  know  the  inward  baptifm,  any  more  than  the 
Jews  knew  the  inward  circumcifion?  Read  that  fcrip- 
ture,  Rom.  ii.  28,  29.  and  the  Lord  apply  it  home  to 
your  fouls  i  "  He  is  not  a  Jew  which  is  one  outwardly, 
"  neither  is  that  circumcifion  which  is  outward  in  the 
«'  flefh;  but  he  is  a  Jew  which  is  one  inwardly,  and 
•'  circumcifion  is  that  of  the  heart  in  the  Spirit,  and 
"  not  in  the  letter,  whofe  praife  is  not  of  men,  but 
*«  of  God.'*  Now  may  not  the  Spirit  of  God  fay  in 
thefe  our  days  (yea,  of  a  truth  the  Spirit  of  our  God 
doth  fay  fo,  and  many  have  heard  his  voice  fo  fpeak- 
ing),  he  is  not  a  Chriftian  which  is  one  outwardly, 
neither  is  that  gofpel-baptifm,  which  is  outward  on 
the  fleih ;  but  he  is  a  Chriftian  which  is  one  inwardly, 
and  the  gofpeL baptifm  is  that  of  the  heart  in  the 
Spirit,  not  in  the  letter,  whofe  praife  is  not  of  men, 
but  of  God.  The  Jews  praifed  the  outwardly  cir- 
cumcifed,  and  ye  praife  the  outwardly  baptized;  but 
God  praifeth  the  inwardly  circumcifed  and  waftied. 
So  that  their  juftification  and  praife  is  of  him,  and 
they  matter  not  the  juftification  or  praife  of  man. 

He  adds  farther.  Neither  do  we  thefe  things,  hut  to  obey 
him  and  follow  his  footjleps  that  he  went  before  us  in^ 
and  Jo  he  is  our  leader  and  commander, 

Replyy  Every  pra6tice  of  his  he  doth  not  lead  or 
command  his  difciples  to  follow  him  in.  He  was 
circumcifed  outwardly;  are  we  to  take  it  up  becaufe  it 
was  his  footftep?  No  more  are  we  to  take  up  the 
outward  waftiing,  becaufe  it  was  his  footftep.  But  wc 
are  to  take  up  that  circumcifion  which  cutteth  off  that 
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which  is  evil  from  us,  and  crucifieth  to  the  world; 
and  we  are  alfo  to  take  up  that  baptifm  which  inwardly 
baptileth  and  effedually  cleanfeth  from  fin.  Oh!  how 
plain  are  thefe  things,  where  the  eye  is  lingle,  and  the 
mind  not  blinded  or  prejudiced  with  its  own  conceiv- 
ings and  mifapprehenfions ! 

He  adds  yet.  So  that  we  are  not  idolizing  any  thing, 
hut  following  Chriji  in  the  way  he  went  before  us  in. 

Replyy  I  wifh  from  my  heart  ye  were  not  idolizing 
John's  baptifm,  or  water-baptifm,  by  fetting  it  in  the 
place  of  Chriil's  baptifm,  and  attributing  that  to  it 
which  belongs  to  Chrift's  baptifm,  and  not  to  it. 
To  affirm  that  water-baptifm  is  the  law  of  the  Spirit 
of  life  in  Chrift,  and  that  {looping  to  it  is  ftooping  to 
the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chriit,  and  that  the  foul 
cannot  be  fandified  without  going  into  the  outward 
water;  for  till  then  it  is  in  difobedience,  and  charged 
as  a  tranfgreflbr;  and  the  inward  man  cannot  be  waflied 
while  living  in  difobedience,  and  that  fm  is  wafhed 
away  by  this  outward  water-baptifm,  and  that  this 
takes  off  difobedience,  and  fo  is  the  anfwer  of  a  good 
confcience  in  obedience  to  God,  and  that  it  leads 
perfons  into  Chrift,  with  more  of  this  nature;  what  is 
this  but  the  idolizing  of  an  outward  elementary  crea- 
ture and  creaturely  aclion,  and  an  undervaluing  of 
that  water  and  blood  which  alone  can  do  this  ?  Now  to 
term  this  idolizing  is  no  refleding  on  Chrift;  but  on 
mens  error  of  judgment,  and  their  erroneous  practices 
which  enfue  thereupon;  much  lefs  is  it  blafphemy, 
although  Chrift  himfelf  was  accounted  a  blafphemer 
for  teftifying  the  truth,  by  the  profefTors  of  that  age; 
and  fuch  a  judgment  may  his  followers  meet  with  now, 
from  the  profeffors  of  this  age. 

He  faith  further,  /  know  that  the  pretence  of  all  this 
is  the  baftifm  of  the  Spirit. 

Replyy  He  is  greatly  miftaken.  It  is  not  a  pretence, 
but  a  feeling  of  the  baptifm  of  the  Spirit,  by  the 
water  of  the  fountain  of  life  which  God  opens  in  the 
heart,  and  the  being  born  of  this  water  and  of  the 
Spirit,     By  this  means  we  came  to  know  the  baptifm 
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which  faves,  and  the  Spirit's  wafliing  and  regenerating 
us  therewith;  and  if  we  ihould  give  the  honour  of 
this  baptifm  to  the  wafhing  of  the  body  with  outward 
water,  we  Ihould  fin  againll  the  Lord,  and  be  un- 
faithful in  the  teftinnony  he  hath  given  us  to  bear. 

He  faith,  ^ake  notice  that  the  haptifm  of  the  Spirit  is 
a  promife,  not  a  duty. 

Reply,  That  it  is  zpromije  is  granted;  but  it  is  alfo  a 
duty  to  receive  the  promife,  and  to  give  up  to  be 
baptized  by  him.  Now  to  open  this  a  little ;  for  I 
write  in  love  and  tender  good-will,  and  in  that  which 
opens  my  heart.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  did  drive 
with  the  old  world.  What  did  he  drive  for  ?  Did  he 
not  drive  to  reclaim  them  from  fin?  To  circumcife 
them  ?  To  walh  them  ?  God  gave  his  good  Spirit  to  the 
Jews  to  indruft  them.  To  what  end  to  indrud  them, 
but  that  they  might  circumcife  the  foredcin  of  their 
hearts,  and  be  no  more  diff-necked;  and  that  they 
might  be  inwardly  wadied  in  heart  from  their  wick- 
ednefs,  and  their  vain  thoughts  might  no  longer  lodge 
within  them.  So  that  the  inward  circumcifion  and 
the  inward  baptifm  of  the  foul  and  confcience  (from 
whence  is  the  anfwer  of  a  good  confcience),  was  be- 
fore either  the  outward  circumcifion  or  outward  bap- 
tifm, and  is  the  fubdance,  whereof  the  other  were 
but  figures.  The  Spirit  was  not  only  promifed  in  the 
time  of  the  gofpel,  but  was  alfo  promifed  in  the  time 
of  the  law  (though  more  abundantly  promifed  to  be 
poured  forth  in  the  gofpel  days),  Prov.  i.  23.  Now 
what  doth  it  do  when  poured  forth  ?  Doth  it  not  en- 
lighten, quicken,  lead,  touch,  walh,  or  fandify, 
purge  out  the  old  leaven,  and  leaven  with  the  new 
leaven  of  the  kingdom?  Here  is  true  underdanding 
and  true  experience.  Oh !  that  ye  might  come  to 
witnefs  and  partake  of  it!  Do  ye  defire  to  obey?  Oh! 
that  ye  were  taught  of  God  to  know  Chrid,  as  the 
Father  reveals  him  inwardly,  and  to  deny  and  put  off 
all  that  is  contrary  unto  him,  that  ye  may  be  baptized 
into  him,  and  be  found  in  him,  filled  and  clothed 
with  his  righteous  Spirit,  life,  and  nature  j  in  which 
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righteous  Spirit,  life,    and  nature,    the  true   circum- 
cifion  and  the  true  baprifm  is  witnefTed. 

He  faith.  The  promife  of  the  Spirit,  John  calls  the 
baptifm  of  the  Spirit y   Mat.  iii.    11. 

Reply,  Though  the  Spirit,  when  poured  out  accord- 
ing to  the  promife  of  the  Father,  did  baptize  feveral 
ways;  yet  that  is  not  it  which  John  there  calls  the 
baptifm  of  the  Spirit;  but  the  baptifm  of  the  Spirit  is 
the  inward  purging  away  of  fin  and  filth,  by  the  Spirit 
and  its  fire,  or  by  the  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burn- 
ing; which  thofe  that  were  baptized  by  John  were 
afterwards  to  expecft  and  wait  for,  that  with  his  fan 
their  floor  might  be  purged,  their  chaff  burnt  up,  and 
the  wheat  gathered  into  the  garner,   ver.  12. 

He  faith  again.  Take  notice,  that  the  being  baptized 
with  the  Spirit,  or  having  the  Spirit,  does  not  excufe  us 
of  our  being  baptized  in  water,  but  rather  fits  us  for  it. 

Reply,  If  baptifm  with  water  were  a  command  of 
Chriit,  being  baptized  with  the  Spirit,  or  having  the 
Spirit,  would  not  excufe  from  it.  But  if  baptizing 
with  the  Spirit  be  the  gofpel-baptifm,  and  that  which 
was  figured  out  or  reprefented  by  John's  baptifm, 
then  we  are  not  to  turn  back  from  the  fubftance  to  the 
figure,  or  from  Chrift's  command  to  his  difciples,  to 
God's  command  by  John  to  his  difciples. 

He  quotes  A6ls  viii.  29.  compared  with  ver.  38,39. 
Where  (faith  he)  we  may  fee,  that  the  Spirit  was  in  the 
work  of  the  adrninifiration  of  water- baptifm,  as  it  leads 
men  to  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  and  therefore  it  is  that 
the  apofile  faith,  that  "  by  one  Spirit  we  are  baptized 
**  into  one  body,"   1  Cor.  xii.    i-}^. 

Reply,  God,  from  whom  the  law  was,  and  the  pro- 
phets, and  John's  preaching  and  baptifm,  did  work  in 
them  all  by  his  Spirit;  and  John's  miniftration  being 
the  highell,  God  might  pleafe  to  work  moil  therein. 
But  that  this  is  Chrilt's  baptifm,  commanded  by  him 
in  the  gofpel,  or  the  water  thereof  the  water  where- 
with Chriit  wafheth  the  foul,  or  the  water  of  regenera- 
tion whereby  God  regenerates,  that  we  cannot  but 
4eny,  being  taught  of  God,  and  having  experience  of 
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the  contrary.  Yea,  it  is  manifeftly  but  a  fhadow  of 
Chrift's  baptifm,  and  not  the  baptifm  itfelf ;  not  the 
baptifm  of  his  Spirit  and  fire,  wherewith  alone  the 
foul  can  be  inwardly  purged.  Mat.  iii.  ii.  compared 
with  Ifa.  iv.  4. 

But  that  water- baptifm  leads  men  into  the  truth  of 
the  gofpel,  is  his  great  miftake.  He  had  faid  but  a 
few  lines  before,  that  it  is  the  office  and  work  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  to  lead  us  into  all  truths  of  the  go/pel;  let 
him  (tick  to  that,  and  wait  to  experience  that,  and 
not  attribute  that  to  a  dead  thing,  which  belongs  to 
the  living  Spirit. 

And  whereas  he  interpreteth  that  fcripture,  i  Cor. 
xii.  13.  of  outward  vifible  baptifm  with  outward  water, 
that  is  a  very  manifeft  mifapprehenfion  (I  wifh  he  did 
not  fo  mifunderftand  and  mifinterpret  fcriptures,  for 
want  of  the  right  key  which  opens  them).  For  all 
that  are  baptized  with  outward  water  (whether  Jews  or 
Gentiles,  bond  or  free),  -are  not  baptized  into  one 
body ;  but  all  that  are  inwardly  baptized  by  the  one 
Spirit,  are  baptized  into  the  one  body,  whereof 
Chrift  is  head,  and  they  all  drink  into  one  Spirit;  in 
which  Spirit  they  all  have  life  to  adl  in  the  body,  and 
have  a  living  fenfe  of  their  place  and  fervice  in  the 
body,  which  they  who  only  are  baptized  with  water 
have  not. 

Thus  far  in  way  of  Reply  to  his  Anfwers  to  thofe 
Queries,  which  did  flow  from  me,  as  life  and  the 
love  of  God  fprang  up  in  me,  without  any  pre- 
meditation at  all;  which  retain  their  truth,  evi- 
dence, and  ftrength,  notwithflanding  all  that  he 
hath  faid  to  invalidate  or  weaken  them.  Now 
follow  his  Queries  returned  to  confideration,  which 
it  is  on  my  heart  to  return  an  Anfwer  to,  in  the 
nakednefs  and  plainnefs  of  truth,  as  the  Lord  hath 
pleafed  to  open  and  give  me  the  knowledge  and 
experience  of  the  things  (Queried  of. 

Query 
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Query  I.  Whether  the  bapttjm  of  the  Spirit  be  not  a 
promife,  and  the  'ivork  of  Gcd  to  giz-e  it  to  his  creatures, 
and  the  baptifn  of  ajfli5fions  an  imputation  of  wicked  men; 
and  but  one  baptifn  commanded  by  Chrijl  as  a  duty  to 
fubmit  untOy  if  not  water-baptifm,  what  is  it  then  ? 

Anfw.  The  baptifm  Chrift  commands  his  difciples  to 
fubmit  to,  is  his  own  baptifm,  the  baptifm  of  his 
Spirit.  1  he  true  difciples  of  Chrift  are  inward  Jews 
and  inward  Chriftians,  and  they  are  to  fubmit  to  the 
inward  circumcifion  and  baprifrn  of  Chrift  their  Lord. 
They  are  to  be  waOied  inwardly  with  the  water  of 
that  fountain,  which  God  opens  to  the  houfe  of  David, 
and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem  for  fin  and  for  un- 
cleannefs,  Zech.  xiii.  i.  Doth  God  fet  this  open  for 
the  inv/ard  and  fpiritual  Jews  or  Chriftians?  And  is  it 
not  their  duty  to  be  waftied  or  baptized  inwardly  with 
it?  They  are  to  be  baptized  with  the  Holy  Ghoft  and 
with  fire.  Mat.  iii.  11.  Every  difciple  ought  to  wait 
for,  receive,  and  experience  this  baptifm.  They  are 
to  be  waftied  with  the  Spirit  of  judgment  and  burn- 
ing, and  to  have  their  corrupt  blood  purged  away 
thereby,  Ifa.  iv.  4.  They  are  inwardly  to  be  baptized 
into  the  name  of  the  Fat:her,  Son,  and  Spirit,  that 
they  may  inwardly  rife  up  in  the  newnefs  of  the  life, 
and  of  that  living  name,  iVIat.  xxviii.  19.  They  are 
to  be  bap:ized  into  the  one  body,  which  is  the  fpiritual 
body;  and  by  fpiritual  baptifm  is  the  foul  baptized 
into  it  (and  not  by  that  which  is  carnal),  and  {o  to 
come  to  Mount  Sion,  and  the  heavenly  Jerufalem,  and 
enter  into  it;  which  the  uncircumcifed  and  unclean 
cannot  enter  into,  but  they  alone  that  know  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jefus,  and  keep  it,  Heb.  xii.  22.  Ifa.  Hi.  i. 
and  chap.  xxvi.   1. 

Query  2.  If  but  one  baptfn  commanded,  and  men 
cannot  baptize  one  another  with  the  Spirit y  and  it  is  finful 
to  ajflicl  one  another ^  what  baptifm  is  this  one  baptifm  ? 

Anfw.  God  made  his  apoftles  (and  makes  thofe  whom 
he  makes  minifters  in  the  gofpel)  able  minifters  of 
the  New-Teftament,  not  of  the  letter,  but  of  the- 
Soirit,     And  if  the  Lord  make  them  able  minifters  in 
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his  Spirit,  what  fhould  hinder  them  from  miniflering 
the  fpiritual  baptifm  ?  The  fame  Spirit  that  teacheth 
through  them,  is  it  not  able  to  baptize  through  them  ? 
"  Who  is  fufficient  for  thefe  things,"  faith  the  apoftle, 
2  Cor.  ii.  i6.  ?  Were  they  fufficient  to  teach,  but  as 
God  taught  through  them  ?  And  are  they  not  fufficient 
to  baptize,  as  God  baptizeth  through  them  ?  How  of- 
ten have  we  found  our  fouls  taught  and  baptized  by 
the  water  of  life  flowing  from  the  fpring  of  life 
through  the  holy  miniftry,  which  God  hath  mercifully 
raifed  up,  and  maketh  ufe  of,  in  thefe  our  days? 

Query  3.  Whether  it  he  not  the  work  of  God  on  the^ 
inner  man,  that  brings  the  outward  man  to  be  baptized^ 
and  obey  the  commands  of  God? 

Anfix^.  It  was  the  work,  of  God  on  the  inner  man, 
when  John's  baptifm  was  commanded  by  God,  to 
bring  men  to  John's  baptifm ;  and  it  is  the  work  of 
God's  Spirit  in  the  heart,  which  brings  men  to  dif- 
cern  and  fubjed  to  Chriil's  baptifm;  for  the  baptifm  of 
Chrift  is  not  difcerned  by  man's  wifdom,  or  by  the 
reafoning  mind,  but  by  the  fenfe  of  life  in  the  heart. 

Query  4.  Whether  men  can  he  truly  Jan5lified  by  faith 
and  the  Spirit y  that  are  difohedient  to  God,  and  live  fo  ? 

Anfw.  No,  they  cannot.  But  true  obedience  re- 
quires true  light  and  true  underftanding;  for  all  are 
not  obedient  who  judge  themlelves  fo,  but  thofe 
whom  God  judgeth  fo.  The  inward  Jew  is  obedient 
to  the  inward  baptifm,  which  Chrift  hath  appointed, 
and  dareth  not  fet  up  John's  outward  in  its  place. 

Query  5.  Whether  the  Spirit  of  God  doth  not  diflinguifh 
between  fprinkling  of  the  Spirit  and  baptifm  ? 

Anfw.  They  are  both  figurative  expreffionsj  but  they 
tend  to,  and  end  in,  one  and  the  fame  thing  in  fub- 
ftance,  which  is  inward  cleanfing,  **  Sprinkling 
*'  clean  water  upon  the  foul  doth  cleanfe  it,"  Ezek. 
xxxvi.  25.  And  dipping  into,  or  being  overwhelmed 
•with,  the  water  of  life,  in  the  pourings  out  of  the 
Spirit  upon  the  foul,  doth  cleanfe  alfo.  For  there  is 
a  river,  the  ftfeams  whereof  do  not  only  refrcfh,  but 
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alfo  cleanfe  and  carry  away  fin  and  filth  from  the  foul, 
as  with  a  flood. 

I  pray  confider  that  place,  Ifa.  xliv.  3,4,  5.  When 
God,  from  the  fountain  of  life,  pours  out  water  and 
floods  upon  him  that  is  a-thirft,  do  not  thefe  floods 
and  water  wafh  him  and  nourifli  him  alfo  ?  Do  not 
they  walh  away  that  w!iich  hinders  his  fpringing  up 
and  growth  in  the  truth?  And  is  not  he  hereby  bap-- 
tized  into  the  name  of  the  Lord?  God  is  the  God  of 
Jacob,  the  Holy  One  of  Ifrael.  And  doth  not  one 
that  is  wallied,  feeling  that  carried  away  by  the  floods 
and  overflowings  of  the  Spirit,  inwardly  feel,  and 
prefently  fay  in  his  heart,  ''  I  am  the  Lord's?  And 
*'  anotiier  furname  himfclf  by  the  name  of  Ifrael?" 
Now  I  am  one  of  the  feed  of  Jacob  indeed,  and  of 
God's  IfraeU  and  that  name  belongs  to  me.  I  am 
inwardly  waflied  fro.m  my  former  wicked  and  deceitful 
hearti  that  is  gone,  and  a  new  heart  and  Ipirit  of 
God's  creating  and  forming  is  witnefTed  b'y  me,  and 
God'i  Spirit  tellifies  in  me,  and  to  me,  "  That  I  am 
*'  an  Ifraelite  indeed,   in  whom  is  no  guile." 

Query  6.  IVhether  the  circumcifing  knife  be  net  the  word 
of  God,  and  the  foul  obeying  of  it  be  not  a  fign  the  knife 
bath  entered,  and  taken  place  en  the  foul  of  tnan  ? 

Anjw.  It  is  true;  tlie  word  of  God,  the  quick, 
powerful,  piercing  word  of  life,  the  word  which  lives 
and  abides  for  ever,  and  is  a  commandment  of  life  in 
the  heait,  (Deut.  xxx.  11,  to  15.  which  is  the  com- 
mandment, law,  or  word  of  the  new  covenant,  chap. 
xxix.  1.  which  is  the  word  of  faith,  which  the  apof- 
tles  preached,  Ro,u.  x.  B.)  this  word  or  God  is  the 
circuaicifing  knife,  and  the  foul  obeying  of  it  cannot 
bur  be  circuincifed  by  it. 

Bur  I  am  jealous  with  a  godly  jealoufy,  lefl:  he 
m.iftake  and  call  foruewhat  eli'e  the  word,  and  reckon 
his  obedience  to  what  he  apprehends  from  the  letter, 
to  be  obedience  to  the  word;  and  if  fo  he  greatly  de- 
ceives his  own  fou).  And  1  have  good  reafon  thus  to 
be  jealous  concerning  him,  becaufe  I  find  him,  in 
his   anfv.'er   ro   my  firic  query,  terming  water-baptiim 
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the  "  Law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift;"  which  can- 
not but  be  ftrange  language  to  all  that  know  the  na- 
ture, virtue,  life,  and  power  of  the  law  of  the  Spirit 
of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus. 

Query.  7.  Whether  baptijm  doth  not  lead  men  into 
Chrifiy  as  obedience  to  the  mind  of  God  in  Noah's  time  led 
him  into  the  ark,  that  we  may  be  Javed  by  Chriji,  as 
Noah  was  by  the  ark? 

Anjw.  It  is  the  Father,  by  his  drawings,  that  leads 
men  to  Chrift,  and  Chrift  by  his  Spirit  baptizeth  them 
into  hinnfelf.  He  conforms  thofe  to  himfelf  that 
come  to  him,  both  in  his  death  and  refurredion,  by 
the  Spirit  and  power  of  the  Father. 

Now  it  is  this  baptifm,  or  the  inward  waftiing,  which 
removeth  that  which  deftroys;  and  the  foul  that  is 
fubjeft  to  the  miniftration  of  Chrift's  Spirit,  and  gives 
up  to  be  waflied  by  him,  is  waftied  and  made  clean, 
and  comes  into  the  number  of  the  faved;  for  feeling 
the  power  which  faves,  and  experiencing  the  virtue 
and  operation  of  it,  he  muft  needs  be  faved  thereby. 

Nor  was  it  obedience  in  Noah's  time  which  led  him 
into  the  ark,  but  God's  voice  or  fpecial  command  to 
him,  which  he  received  in  the  faith  ("  By  faith  he 
**  prepared  the  ark,"  Heb.  xi.  7.),  which  faith  pro- 
duced obedience  j  fo  that  it  is  faith  in  the  mighty 
power  of  God  which  faves ;  which  power  works  migh- 
tily in  them  that  truly  believe,  mightily  circumcifing, 
mightily  baptizing,  mightily  burying  with  Chrift, 
burying  the  foul  into  his  death,  and  raifing  it  up  again 
in  the  newnefs  of  his  life.  So  that  here  is  a  real  in- 
ward work  of  faith,  a  real  inward  appearing  and 
working  of  the  power,  and  a  real  obedience  to,  and 
a  going  along  with  the  power  in  its  work,  in  the  holy 
fear  and  trembling;  and  fo  the  foul  works  out  its 
falvation,  by  the  power  which  works  in  it  '*  both  to 
**  will  and  to  do  according  to  God's  good  pleafure," 
Phil.  ii.   12,  13.  Eph,  i.   19,  20. 

Query  8.  Whether  Chriji  was  not  buried  in  the  water ' 
baptifm  ?  We  then  being  baptized^  are  we  not  buried 
with  Chriji  by  baptifm  ? 
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Anjzv.  Chrift  was  circumcifed  with  Mofes's  circum- 
cifion,  and  was  alfo  baptized  with  John's  baptifm,  which 
was  a  dipping  into,  or  burying  in,  the  water;  yet 
iiotwithilanding  this,  he  hath  his  own  fpiritual  circum- 
cifion  and  ipiritual  baptifm,  to  be  adminiftered  in  the 
gofpel-difpenfation  unto  his.  And  as  all  Mofes's  dif- 
ciples  were  to  be  circumcifed  with  his  circumcifion^ 
and  all  John's  difciples  to  be  baptized  with  his  bap- 
tiim  unto  repentance,  fo  all  Chrift's  difciples  are  to 
be  inwardly  circumcifed  and  baptized  with  his  in- 
ward circumcifion  and  baptifm,  which  is  the  fubftancc 
of  both  the  other  figures. 

Now  thofe  only  thit  are  thus  circumcifed,  are  cir- 
cumcifed by  Chrill,  and  thofe  only  that  are  thus  bap- 
tized, are  buried  wich  him  by  baptifm  into  his  death; 
which  mud  be,  before  they  can  truly  know  a  rifing 
with  him  in  his  life.  May  not  a  man  or  woman  eafily, 
from  an  apprehenfion  in  their  underftanding,  go  into 
the  outward  water,  and  rife  up  again  out  of  the  water, 
and  yet  not  know  what  it  is  to  die  with  Chrift,  or 
rife  with  Chrift?  But  he  that  knoweth  the  inward 
baptifm,  wltnelTeth  and-  experienceth  thefc  things, 
being  made  a  partaker  with  Chrift,  both  in  his  death 
and  refurreclion. 

Query  9.  IVbether  obedience  to  the  lavJ  of  God  doth 
not  give  a  foul  a  good  conjcience  in  the  fight  of  God^  and 
dijohedience  make  the  confaence  guilty  ?  Jnd  ivhether  ever 
the  foul  can  he  cUar  of  fin  y  ivhile  living  in  dif obedience  to 
the  laiv  of  God? 

Anfw.  It  is  God's  fprinkling  the  foul,  whether  with 
the  water  of  his  holy  fountain,  or  with  the  blood  of 
the  covenant,  and  liis  wafhing  them  therewith,  which 
makes  x.\\z  confcience  good,  Ezck.  xxxvi.  25.  Zech. 
xiii.  I.  I  leb.  xii.  22.  (Let  it  be  confidered  ferioufly, 
whether  outward  water,  or  inward,  be  intended  in  thae 
place?  Heb.  xii.  22.  And  when  David  faid,  ''  He 
"  wafhed  his  hands  in  innocency,"  Pfa.  xxvi.  6. 
whether  he  did  it  with  outward  water)  ?  This  water, 
this  blood,  this  fprinkling,  this  wafhing,  is  received 
in   obedience,    and    not   in    difobedience.     But  what 
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obedience  is  it  received  in?  Is  it  received  in  obedience 
to  Mofes's  circumcifion  or  John's  baptifm  ?  Or  in 
obedience  to  Chrift's  circumcifion  and  baptifm  ?  And 
let  him,  and  all  of  his  perfuafion,  ferioufly  weigh, 
whether  ever  the  foul  can  be  clear  of  fin,  while  living 
in  ignorance  of,  or  difobedience  to,  Chrift's  circum- 
cifion and  baptifm,  whereby  alone  fin  can  be  cut  off 
from  the  heart,  and  wafhed  away  from  the  con- 
fcience  ? 

Query  to.  Whether  to  obey  Godi  he  not  the  way  to 
meet  with  God,  and  to  be  baptized  of  God? 

Anjiv.  "  Obedience  is  better  than  facrifice,  and  to 
"  hearken,  than  the  fat  of  rams."  And  to  obey 
Chrift's  Spirit  in  the  gofpel-difpenfation,  being  in- 
wardly circumcifed  and  waftied  by  him,  is  far  better 
than  to  be  circumcifed  with  Mofes's  circumcifion,  or 
baptized  with  John's  baptifm.  The  day  is  dawned* 
and  the  fhadovvs  are  fled  away,  and  the  obedience  is 
not  now  to  the  fhadowy  ordinances  of  Mofes,  or  John 
the  Baptift,  but  to  the  light  of  the  day,  which  fhincs 
in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  the  new  covenant. 
And  they  only  have  the  true  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and 
the  true  obedience,  who  know  the  fhinings  of  this 
light,  and  walk  with  God  in  the  fhinings  thereof, 
2  Cor.  iv.  6.'   I  John  i.  7. 

Query  11.  Whether  man  can  idolize  God's  ordinances^ 
in  keepingy  doing,  loving,  and  living  up  to  them  ? 

Anfw.  They  that  fet  up  Mofes's  circumcifion,  or 
John's  baptifm  for  Chrift's  (which  are  not  outward, 
as  Mofes's  and  John's,  but  inward  and  fpiritual), 
they  idolize  them,  and  are  found  guilty  of  lb  doing, 
in  the  fight  of  him  who  judgeth  righteoully.  Is  it 
not  idolizing  the  fhadow  or  figure,  to  fet  it  up  in  the 
place  of  the  fubftance? 

Query  12.  Whether  mem  calling  the  keeping,  doing, 
loving,  and  pleading  for  God's  ordinances^  idolatry,  be  not 
fome  of  thofe  hard  Jpeeches  Jude  [peaks  off  Jude  15. 

jinfw.  He  ftili  all  along  takes  the  thing  in  queftion 
for  granted.  We  grant  that  Mofes's  circumcifion  was 
God's  ordinance,    and  that  John's  baptifm  was  God's 
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ordinance ;  but  that  either  of  thefe  is  a  gofpel-ordinance, 
that  Mofes's  circumcifion  is  the  circumcifion  of  Chrift, 
or  John's  water-baptifm  is  the  baptifm  of  Chrift, 
that  we  confcientioufly  and  groundedly  deny;  God's 
Spirit  in  the  fcriptures  putting  a  difference  between 
them,  as  particularly  between  John's  baptifm  and 
Chrifl's,  Mar.  iii.  11.  So  that  as  he  greatly  miftakes 
the  thing,  fo  (through  his  miftake)  he  lamentably 
wrefts  and  mifapplies  that  fcripture,  Jude  15.  And 
let  him  ferioufly  confidcr  whether  that  fcripture  may 
not  juftly  be  applied  to  them  ?  And  whether  they  can 
pofTibly  avoid  the  lafh  of  it  without  repentance,  who 
deny  and  revile  the  inward  appearance  of  Chrift,  by 
the  light  of  his  Spirit,  in  the  hearts  of  his  in  this  our 
day,  and  deny  his  inward  circumcifion  and  baptifm 
to  be  the  gofpel-ordinance  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
fetting  up  John's  water-baptifm  in  the  Itead  thereof. 

The  lafl  Query,  Whether  it  he  net  invading^  and 
lahouriyig  to  make  void  God's  law  and  commands^  when 
men  fo  flighty  contemny  defpije^  'write^  and  do  all  they  can 
to  keep  people  from  clofing  in  with  them^  and  make  thtm 
afraid  of  them  by  their  writing  and  preachings  as  fome 
do? 

Anfjj.  This  Query  implies  a  very  deep  wrong  charge 
againll  the  children  and  fervants  of  God,  for  their 
obedience  to  God's  Spirit.  Oh!  how  will  he  anfwer 
this  to  God!  Becaufe  we  own  Chrift's  baptifm,  with 
the  Holy  Ghoft  and  fire,  and  into  the  name  of  the 
Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  with  the  water  of  the  foun- 
tain which  God  o})ens  for  fin  and  for  uncleannefs,  and 
give  teftimony  tticreto  in  the  requirings  of  God's 
Spirit,  having  learnt  it  of  liim,  and  experienced  it 
from  him,  and  having  a  necefTity  upon  us  in  his 
name  and  authority  (many  times)  to  teftify.  That 
this  is  tlie  gofpel-baptifm  of  Chrill  our  Lord,  and 
that  John's  water-baptifm  is  not  the  gofpel-baptifm,  but 
only  a  figure,  reprefentation,  or  fliadow  thereof; 
therefore  this  man  chargeth  us  with  invading,  and 
labouring  to  make  void  God's  law  and  commands^  with 
Jlightingy    contemning^    defpifing^    Sec.      Are    not    thefe 
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hard  words,  and  a  very  iinjuft  accufation  againft  God*s 
chofen  meffengers  and  fervants,  and  any  whom  he 
pleafeth  to  make  ufe  of  in  this  teftimony  ?  But  the 
truth  is,  thefe  hard  words  are  not  fo  much  againft  us, 
as  againft  him  that  fends  us  with  this  teftimony,  and 
is  no  lefs  than  a  fighting  againft  him,  who  will  be  too 
hard  for  you  all,  and  will  gather  people  more  and 
more  from  the  outward  water- baptifm  of  John,  to  the 
inward  baptifm  by  his  holy  Spirit  and  fire,  which 
happy  are  they  that  know  and  are  baptized  with. 

He  faith  at  the  clofe,  /  have  no  end  in  thisy  but  God*s 
glory. 

Anjw,  But  he  greatly  miftakes  the  way  to  glorify 
God;  for  to  fet  up  the  ftiadow  of  a  thing,  inftead  of 
the  thing  itfelf,  is  not  the  way  to  glorify  Chrift,  or 
the  gofpel-difpenfation.  For  Chrift  is  the  Son,  who 
doth  not  come  forth  with  Mofes's  circumcifion,  or 
John's  baptifm  (who  were  both  fervants),  but  with 
the  Spirit  and  power  of  his  Father,  wherewith  he  cir- 
cumcifeth  and  baptizeth  inwardly  and  fpiritually.  And 
to  fet  up  that  which  is  outward  in  the  ftead  of  this, 
is  both  to  difhonour  the  Father  and  the  Son. 


THE 


CONCLUSION. 


Now,  for  a  clofe,  I  ftiall  open  a  little  of  the 
myftery  of  Christ,  and  of  his  enlightening, 
quickening,  circumcifing,  and  baptizing,  from  fome 
fcriptures,  as  the  Lord  hath  pleafed  to  open  them  in 
me,  and  to  me,  and  give  me  the  inward  fenfe  and 
experience  of  them. 

Johni.  I.  and  3.  "  The  word  was  in  the  beginning, 
<*  which  created  all  things  i"  and  this  word  is  alfo  the 
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beginning  of  the  creation  of  God  in  the  heart.  "  In 
"  this  word  was  life,  and  the  life  was  the  light  of 
"  men  ;  and  this  light,  which  is  life  in  the  word, 
"  fliines  in  mens  darknefs,"  which  enlighteneth  them 
that  believe  in  it,  and  the  life  thereof  quickeneth  and 
giveth  life  to  them  that  hear  its  voice,  and  believe  in 
it  ;  and  both  the  light  and  life,  or  the  word  by  its 
light  and  life,  circumcifeth  and  baptizcth.  Doth  not 
the  pure  light  cut  off,  chafe  away,  wafh  away  dark- 
nefs (wherein  all  fin  and  uncleannefs  is  comprehend- 
ed) from  the  heart  ?  Doth  not  the  pure  word  of  life, 
received  in  the  faith,  purify  the  heart  ? 

Queft.  But  where  is  this  word  ?  Or  how  jhall  a  man 
come  at  this  word,  or  hear  its  voice  or  commandment^  in 
the  obedience  whereof  he  is  enlightened.,  quickened^  circum- 
cifed,  and  baptized  ? 

AnJ.  It  is  not  far  off;  "  It  is  nigh  thee,  .faith  Mofcs, 
"  Thou  needed  not  go  up  to  heaven  for  it,  or  down 
"  to  the  deep,"  &c.  For  God,  in  his  love  to  man, 
hath  placed  it  nigher,  even  in  man's  mouth  and  heart, 
that  he  might  hear  it  and  do  it,  Deut.  xxx.  and  Rom.  x. 
And  he  that  inclines  his  ear  to  this  word,  hears  and 
obeys  it,  lives.  And  as  it  is  the  word  of  the  new 
covenant  (in  which  is  the  light  and  life  of  the  new 
covenant),  fo  it  brings  him  into  the  new  covenant,  or 
makes  an  everlafting  covenant  with  him,  even  the 
fure  mercies  of  David,  Ila.  Iv.  3. 

Another  fcripture  is,  i  John  i.  i.  where  he  fpeaks 
of  the  fame  word,  of  the  fame  life,  and  of  the  fame 
light,  wherewith  men  are  enlightened,  and  wherein 
they  are  to  walk,  ver.  7.  That  which  is  declared  of, 
that  which  is  to  be  teilified  of  by  the  gofpel-minifters, 
is  the  word,  the  life,  the  light.  This  is  the  meflage 
Chrift  gave  his  apoftles  to  preach,  *'  That  God  is 
"  light,"  ver.  5.  What  is  the  intent  of  this  meffage, 
but  "  that  men  might  be  turned  from  darknefs  to 
"  this  light,"  Acts  xxvi.  18,  And  then  the  light  en- 
lightens them,  and  they  foon  come  to  feel  life,  and 
the  word  from  which  the  life  comes.  And  fo  they 
that  truly  receive  the  teltimony  of  the  light  (which  is 
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the  gofpel-meflagei  ver.  5.)  they  foon  come  td  the 
manifeftation  of  the  life  (or  of  him  who  is  the  life) 
in  their  own  hearts,  and  fo  into  fcllowfhip  with  them 
that  are  in  the  light,  and  with  the  Father,  and  his  Son 
Jefus  Chrift  alfo. 

A  third  fcripture  is,  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  which  fhews  the 
way  of  enlightening  the  mind,  which  is  by  God's 
caufing  the  light  of  life  to  fhine  in  the  heart  i  which 
being  believed  in,  gives  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of 
God  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift.  God  is  a  Spirit  j  the 
knowledge  of  him  is  fpiritual,  given  and  received  in 
the  Ihinings  of  his  light  in  the  heart. 

Thus   we  receive  the  beginnings  of  our   fpiritual 
knowledge,  and  thus  we  receive  the  increafe  thereof 
day  by  day.     In  his  light  (in  the  fhinings  of  his  light 
in  our  hearts)  we  fee  light  at  firft,  and  in  the  .further 
fhinings  thereof  we  fee  more  and  more  light. 

The  laft  place  I  fhall  mention,  is  Matt.  xiii.  31. 
The  kingdom  of  God  was  that  which  Chrift  much 
preached,  and  here  he  preacheth  it  as  a  "  feed  fown 
"  in  the  heart,"  and  that  a  very  little  one.  Now  coji- 
fider  if  this  be  not  the  word  of  God  in  a  feed,  Chrift 
in  a  feed,  life  in  a  feed,  light  in  a  feed,  God's  feed, 
("  his  feed  remaineth  in  him,"  i  John  iii.  9.)  Now 
this  feed,  as  it  grows  in  the  heart,  grows  in  its  own 
life,  light,  nature.  Spirit,  power,  &c.  and  puts  all 
thefe  forth  in  the  heart  in  which  it  grows,  againft  fin, 
and  towards  righteoufnefs.  Yea,  the  judgment  of  God 
is  revealed  in  the  fpiritual  light,  life,  and  power  of 
this  word  againft  fin,  and  for  righteoufnefs  j-^nd  God's 
Sion,  God's  inward,  fpiritual  Sion  (or  his  people  and 
children)  is  redeemed  by  tiie  judgment  and  righte- 
oufnefs which  is  revealed  from  and  in  this  word  in  the 
heart.  And  this  word  is  fo  powerful  againft  fin,  that 
it  doth  not  only  cut  it  off",  and  wafti  it  away  from  the 
mind  and  confcience,  and  fo  make  them  clean,  but  it 
alfo  keeps  the  mind,  in  which  it  remains  (as  it  is  re- 
garded and  hearkened  to),  from  joining  to  fin  any 
more »  and  if  fin  cannot  be  joined  to,  it  can  neither 

■;.;i;ijyi  'n;   ...  be- 


The     conclusion.  493 

be  conceived  nor  brought  forth,  i  John  iii.  9.    Jannes 
iii.  15. 

Object.  But  hy  this  dc^frine,  or  experience  (as  thou 
calleji  it),  Chriji  in  his  outzvard  appear ancey  his  Jacrifice 
and  bloody  as  alfo  the  Jcriptiires,  ivith  the  exhalations 
and  commands  thereof,  are  all  laid  Kvajlcy  and  made  void, 
and  of  no  uje  or  effc^,  all  being  attributed  to  this  word:, 
life,  and  light  within. 

Anf,  No,  in  no- wife.  This  word  within,  v/ith  the 
life  and  light  thereof,  doth  not  make  void  any  former 
appearance  or  miniftration  of  God,  but  ratlier  efta- 
blifhes  them,  by  owning  them  in  their  proper  place, 
ufe,  and  fervice.  For  he  that  truly  owns  this  word, 
light,  life.  Spirit,  power,  &c.  in  his  own  heart,  mult 
alfo  own  it  in  the  hearts  of  others,  in  Mofes,  in  the 
prophets,  in  John,  and  in  its  fulnefs  in  Chrift  in  the 
flefl:i ;  and  the  virtue  of  all  it  did  in  Chrill,  and  by 
Chrill  in  the  fleib,  towards  the  falvation  of  mankind, 
which  his  obedience,  and  the  fliedding  of  his  blood, 
was  by  the  Father  made  abfolutely  requifite  unto. 
And  the  fcripturcs,  the  inftruclions,  reproofs,  exhor- 
tations, coiTiniands  thereof,  &c.  in  the  hand  of  the 
Spirit,  are  very  ufeful  to  this  day  ;  and  the  lliinings 
of  Chrilt,  and  the  quickenings  of  his  life,  are  felt  in 
them,  when  the  Lord  manageth  them  unto  the  foul 
for  good.  Yea,  the  words  that  Chrift  fpoke  in  the 
days  of  his  fleib,  are  Spirit  and  life  to  this  day,  when 
he  fpeaks  them  in  the  heart.  But  they  are  not  life, 
as  men  apprehend,  underftand,  or  fpeak  them  of 
themfelves,   but  rather  death,   as  fo  made  ufe  of. 

And  thofe  that  thus  only  learn  the  words,  or  prac- 
tife  the  words,  they  do  not  learn  arigiu,  or  pratftife 
aright ;  they  do  not  know  Chrift  arigiit,  they  do  not 
believe  aright,  or  repent  aright ;  they  cannot  know 
Chrift  as  he  is  the  word  of  life  in  the  heart,  nor  hear 
him,  nor  obey  him,  nor  be  circumcifed  or  baptized 
by  him  ;  but  are  drowned  in  literal  apprehenfions  and 
conceptions  of  their  own,  beneath  him  who  is  the  life. 

Thus  the  Jews,  in  their  day,  waited  for  the  Meffiah, 
and  fpake  great  things  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Meftiah, 

but 


494  The     CONCLUSION. 

but  knew  neither  him  nor  his  kingdom,  when  he  ap- 
peared and  preached  it.  So  likewife,  many  now  fpeak 
great  things  of  Chrift  being  come,  and  of  his  obedi- 
ence, death,  refurredtion,  afcenfion,  &c.  and  yet  know 
not  him,  his  voice,  his  appearance  in  their  own  hearts, 
or  in  the  hearts  of  others  -,  but  think  in  their  obedi- 
ence to  what  they  apprehend  from  the  fcriptures  to 
have  eternal  life,  whilft  ftrangers  to  the  living  prin- 
ciple of  truth,  whereby  he  gives  eternal  life  to  his 
fheep  "  that  hear  his  voice,  and  follow  the  Lamb' of 
**  God  wherefoever  he  goes,"  and  leads  along  his 
fheep  with  him,  John  x.  27,  28. 

He  that  would  know  God  and  Chrift  to  falvation, 
muft  know  them  in  that  myftery  of  light  and  life, 
wherein  and  whereby  they  fave  and  deliver  from  the 
myftery  of  fin  and  death  j  for  there  is  tlie  myftery  of 
God,  the  myftery  of  the  Father,  the  myftery  of  Chrift, 
the  myftery  of  the  gofpel,  the  revelation  of  the  myf- 
tery, the  preaching  of  the  myftery,  the  myftery  of 
the  kingdom  of  God,  the  fpeaking  the  wifdom  of  God 
in  a  myftery,  the  riches  of  the  glory  of  the  myftery, 
the  acknowledgment  of  the  myftery,  the  fellowfhip  of 
the  myftery,  and  the  myftery  of  the  faith  held  in  a 
pure  confcience.  The  true  minifters  of  Chrift  are 
ftewards  of  the  myfteries  of  God.  They  have  the 
treafure  of  life  in  their  earthen  veflels,  and  are  to  give 
forth  from  that  treafure  to  thofe  they  minifter  to,  and 
bring  them  to  the  difcerning  and  partaking  of  the 
fame  treafure  in  themfelves. 

Oh!  confider  !  confider  !  all  ye  profeflbrs  of  Chrift, 
and  of  the  Chriftian  religion  !  There  is  a  myfterious 
power  that  begets,  a  myfterious  womb  that  conceives 
and  brings  forth,  a  myfterious  birth  that  is  begotten 
and  brought  forth,  which  hungers  after  the  myftery, 
and  is  fed  with  the  knowledge,  life,  and  virtue  of  the 
myftery.  That  birth  which  is  of  a  nature  below  this, 
or  feeds  on  a  knowledge  below  this,  and  hath  a  faith 
and  hope  beneath  the  nature  of  the  faith  and  hope 
which  God  gives  to  this  birth,  is  but  the  child  or  birth 
of  the  bond-woman,  which  is  not  to  inherit  with  Ifaac 
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the  true  heir  j  but  all  fuch  kind  of  children  of  the 
kingdonn  muft  be  call  out,  with  the  bond-woman  their 
mother,  Mat,  viii.  22.  Gal.  iv.  30. 

The  birth  of  the  Father's  Spirit  and  power,  is  only 
the  true  inward  Jew  or  Chriftian,  to  which  the  pro- 
mifes,  the  kingdom,  and  everlafting  falvation  belongs; 
and  all  elfe  are  but  pretenders  to  be  what  they  are  not ; 
who  after  all  the  fires  of  their  own  kindling,  and  fparks 
wherewith  they  compafs  themfelvcs  about,  will  at  lafl 
lie  down  in  forrow  from  the  hand  of  the  Lord.  Oh  ! 
that  none  might  be  deceived  by  the  enemy  gf  their 
foul,  about  matters  of  fo  great  concern  ! 


Eighteenth  of  the 
5th  month,  1679. 


UP. 


EPISTLES 


[    49^    ] 


EPISTLES   to   FRIENDS, 

EPISTLE      I.      . 
To  Friends  in  and  about  the  Two  Chalfgnts, 

Dear  Friends, 

YE  have  a  deep  place  in  my  heart,  and  my  cries 
are  to  the  Lord  for  you,  that  ye  may  live  to  him, 
and  find  his  life  fpringing  up  and  abounding  in  you. 
What  is  it  to  have  a  diftinfl  name,  o.r  diftinft  meet- 
ings from  the  world,  unlefs  the  power  of  the  Lord  be 
felt  in  your  hearts,  and  his  prefence  in  your  aflem- 
blies  ?  Oh  !  that  the  Lord  would  awaken  you  !  Oh ! 
that  the  Lord  would  quicken  you  !  Oh  !  that  it  would 
pleafe  the  Lord  to  raife  up  a  {lri6l  watch  in  you,  againft 
all  drowfinefs,  and  careleflhefs,  and  temptations,  and 
fnares  of  the  enemy,  that  ye  may  travel  on  your  jour- 
ney, with  your  backs  upon  the  world,  and  your  faces 
towards  Sion  j  never  looking  back  to  the  flefhly  na- 
ture, defires,  or  lufts,  to  entertain  any  thing  of  that 
any  more,  which  ye  have  parted  with  in  the  demon- 
ftrations  and  leadings  of  life,  but  ftill  prefTing  on  fur- 
ther and  further,  till  ye  come  to  apprehend  and  be 
pofTefled  of  that,  for  which  ye  have  been  apprehended 
by  God,  and  drawn  in  fome  meafure  towards, 

O  my  friends!  There  is  a  path  of  life  in  which  ye 
muft  travel,  even  to  the  very  end  of  it,  or  the  crown 
of  life  is  not  to  be  received !  Oh  !  that  ye  might  tra- 
vel on  !  Oh  !  that  nothing  might  flop  yqu  !  Oh  !  that 
yc  might  every  day  wait  for  and  feel  the  leader,  an4 
walk  on  with  him  in  the  fimplicity,  uprightneis,  and 
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fenfe  of  his  life,  out  of  the  reach  of  that  wifdom, 
which  is  ever  and  anon  forming  reafonings  in  the  heart 
againft  it,  and  ftriving  to  darken,  and  make  the  plain 
way  of  God  intricate  to  the  foul ! 

My  life  often  reacheth  to  you,  my  foul  exceedingly 
longeth  after  you  1  And  in  the  ftirrings  of  the  fame 
life  be  ye  alfo  helpful  to  m.e,  crying  to  the  Lord  for 
me,  that  I  may  abide  with  him,  feel  his  prefervation, 
and  dwell  in  that  which  he  hath  chofen  to  appear  to 
and  refrefii  the  foul  in,  that  I  may  be  acceptable  to 
him,  and  further  helpful  to  you,  in  the  feafon  of  the 
ftirrings  of  his  precious  and  powerful  life  in  my  heart. 
The  Lord  God  of  mercy  watch  over  you,  pruning 
and  keeping  down  all  the  earth-linefs  and  corruption  in 
any  of  you,  and  w:uering  and  cherifhing  his  own  plant 
in  you  all,  that  ye  may  daily  witnefs  the  dying  and 
decrcafe  of  the  one,  and  the  quickening  and  growth 
of  the  other,  even  till  death  be  pcrfedly  confumed 
and  fwallowed  up  by  the  growth,  power,  and  prefence 
of  the  immortal  lit'e  in  you,  and  your  fouls  fafe  and 
happy  \n  your  God. 

And  fo  to  the  tender  mercies  and  care  of  the  Lord 
do  1  give  you  all  up,  breathing  for  you  (as  for  my 
own  fuul)  that  ye  may  be  perf^tflly  the  Lord's,  per- 
fectly given  unto  him,  perfectly  waiting  upon  him, 
and  daily  receiving  into  your  precious  veiTels  the  pre* 
cious  living  teftimonies  of  his  love  and  acceptance, 
and  his  fweet  heavenly  dews,  which  will  exceedingly 
refrefii  and  make  your  hearts  glad,  as  he  caulcth  them 
to  defcend  and  light  upon  you.  So  that  which  is  of 
God  in  your  heacts  every  day,  wait  to  feel  God  breath- 
ing upon,  that  it  may  open  unto  him,  receive  flrength 
fix)m  him,  and  ye  in  it  be  more  and  more  gathered 
and  uniced  to  the  Lord,  even  till  ye  wholly  become 
one  nature,  mind,  and  fpirit  with  him-,  and  then  ye 
will  fee  the  end  of  your  travels,  and  fit  down  in  his 
joy,  and  peace,  and  pure  reft,  from  all  labouring  after 
life,  and  all  forrows  for  the  want  and  abfence  of  it, 
and  all  fears  of  lofing  or  being  feparated  from  it;  be- 
ing eftabliftied  in  the  power  which  is  over  all,  and 
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which  preferveth  all  that  are  encompaffed  with  it,  and 
cftabliSied  in  it,  for  ever  and  ever. 

Your  friend  and  brother,  in  the  meek  inno- 
cent nature  of  the  Lamb,  and  in  the  be- 
getting of  the  royal  heavenly  life, 

I.  P. 
From  my  prefent  place  of  confinement 
in  Aylelbury,  according  to  the  will 
of  God ;  who  is  blefled,  and  to  be 
blelTed  in  all  that  he  doth,  or  fufFer- 
eth  to  be  done :  22d  of  the  third 
month,  1666. 

Oh  \  my  friends !  prize  the  rich  tender  mercy  of  the 
Lord,  in  calling  you  out  of  this  world,  towards 
his  everlafting  inheritance  and  fulnefs  of  life  1 
And  let  not  any  thing  of  this  world  come  between 
him  and  you ;  but  let  all  that  is  of  this  worldly 
nature,  both  within  and  without,  be  trampled 
upon  by  you,  and  the  price  of  the  high  calling 
of  our  God  in  Chrift  Jefus,  be  faithfully  and  ear- 
neftly  purfued  after ;  that  none  fall  Ihort  of  the 
hope  and  glory  fet  before  him,  but  that  every  one 
may  fo  run,  as  certainly  to  obtain  and  enjoy  for 
ever,  even  the  dominion  and  reign  of  God  over 
all  that  is  contrary  to  him,  and  the  fitting  down 
in  the  reft,  joy,  and  peace  of  his  nature  for  ever- 
more.    Amen. 


EPISTLE      II. 

To  Friends   in  Truth,  in  and  about   the  Two 
Chalfonts. 

OH !  let  every  foul  wait  to  feel  the  pure  life  of 
God,  that  in  that  we  may  wreftle  with  our  ten- 
der Father,  for  the  opening  the  depth  of  his  bowels 
and  tender  mercy,  that  that  may  be  brought  forth  in 
every  veflel,  and  in  the  whole  body,  which  may  make 
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the  glory  of  his  name  fhine,  and  may  fill  the  vefTels 
of  his  choice  with  the  joy  and  pleafure  of  his  falva- 
tion  1  Oh !  that  the  pure  meafure  of  his  life  might  be 
awakened  and  raifed  in  your  aflemblies  together,  that 
ye  might  feel  the  pure  fountain,  the  fprings  opening 
in  you,  the  dreams  running  through  you,  and  every 
foul  refrefhed,  filled,  and  fatisfied  j  that  ye  might 
go  away  blefllng  his  name,  who  hath  taught  you  and 
given  you  hearts  to  wait  upon  him,  and  who  fheweth 
you  mercy,  and  giveth  you  acceptance  in  your  wait- 
ings ! 

And,  dear  friends !  watch,  that  life  may  be  always 
frefh  and  favoury  in  you,  to  the  feafoning  of  all  your 
thoughts,  words,  converfations,  and  a6lions,  that  ye 
may  feel  the  name  of  God  written  upon  you,  and  his 
precious  prefence  in  you,  and  with  you. 

And  in  this  freflinefs  remember  me,  to  whom  the 
Lord  hath  given  to  remeniber  and  breathe  for  you, 
who  am  a  prifoner,  and  have  fuffered  many  afflictions, 
becaufe  that  of  God  which  is  in  me  cannot  bow  to 
that  which  is  of  man. 

I.  P. 

From  Aylefbury  prifon,  the  23d  of 
the  Sixth  month,  1666. 


EPISTLE      III. 

To  diligent  and  faithful  Friends,  in   and  about 
the  Two  Chalfonts. 

O  tender  and  dearly-beloved  friends, 

MY  fpirit  is  at  this  time  touched  with  the  fenfc 
of  the  great  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  the  Lord, 
infomuch  as  1  feel  breakings  forth  therein,  and  repeat- 
ing there  over  and  over  again,  Oh !  what  hath  the 
Lord  done  for  us,  what  hath  the  Lord  done  for  us  ? 
For  he  hath  not  only  given  us  a  fenfe  and  tafte  of  the 
precious  promifes  in   the  fcripture,  but  hath  alfo  led 
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us  in  the  way  of  the  fulfilling  of  them.     He  hath 
manifefted  that  to  us,  wherein  not  only  the  promife  is 
made,    but   whereto    alfo    the    promife    is    fulfilled. 
Which  of  you,  that  is  open  and  frefh,  doth  not  know 
the  feed  of  life,  the  living  principle,  the  light  eternal, 
which  leads  out  of  death  and  darknefs,  into  the  land 
of  the  living,  the  holy  land,  wherein  dwells  peace  and 
righteoufnefs,  the  land  which  flows  with  milk  and  ho- 
ney, wherein  are  the  vineyards  which  ye  planted  not, 
and  the  houfes  that  ye  built  not,  wherein  the  true  vine 
grows,  and  its  branches  fhoot  forth  and  bear  the  right 
grapes  ?  Oh  1  my  friends,  do  ye  not  know  the  Father 
which  begat  you,  and  the  Son  in  whofe  image  he  hath 
begotten  you,  and   his   Spirit,   which  is  the  breath, 
ftrength,  and  power  of  your  life  ?  How  hath  the  Lord 
God  advanced  you,  a  poor,  afflicted,  defpifed,  perfe- 
cuted  remnant,  above  all  kindreds,  families,  and  pro- 
feffions  of  the  earth  ?  How  nigh  is  the  Lord  your  God 
unto  you  ?  Doth  he  not  tabernacle  and  dwell  in  you  ? 
Do  ye  not  feel  him  walking  up  and  down,  and  taking 
delight  in  your  fpirits,  who  are  feparated  from  the  un- 
clean thing,  and  to  whom  fubjedtion  to  him  is  become 
pleafant   and  natural  ?    Oh !    the  Lord  God  give  his 
people  a  fenfc  what  he  is  unto  them  in  this  day,  and 
lead  them  along  into  their  feveral  polfeflions  and  inhe- 
ritances, that  they  may  fit  down  with  Abraham,  Ifaac, 
and  Jacob,  each  in  his  portion  in  the  holy  land,  and 
in  the  heavenly  dwelling-places  in  Chrift  Jefus,  which 
the  fouls  of  thofe  that  are  redeemed  by  him  are  ac- 
quainted with  and  fit  in. 

It  is  on  my  heart  to  inftance  in  fome  things  a  little 
more  particularly,  that  the  fenfe  and  remembrance  of 
God's  goodnefs  to  you  herein,  may  come  the  nearer 
and  clofer  to  your  fpirits. 

Firjiy  Have  ye  not  had  experience  of  the  Lord's 
love  and  faithfulnefs  in  manifeftinghis  name  unto  you, 
which  ye  have  in  fome  meafure  known,  as  pure,  pre- 
cious, and  excellent,  as  a  ftrong  tower  in  cafe  of  dan- 
ger and  alTaults  from  the  enemy  ?  And  hath  not  the 
Lord  taught  you,  by  a  fecret  inftind  of  his  Spirit  and 
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life  in  you,  to  retire  and  hide  yourfelves  in  this  tower, 
from  the  violence  and  fury  of  the  enemy  ?  And  have 
ye  not  always  found  relief,  fafety,  and  protedlion  there- 
in ?  Indeed,  when  ye  have  gone  out  into  your  own 
thoughts,  and  confulted  with  the  reafons  of  the  flefhly 
mind,  there  ye  have  met  with  a  v/ound  and  a  hurt, 
and  have  lain  open  to  the  ftroke  of  the  betrayer  and 
devourer;  but  the  name  of  the  Lord  hath  never  de- 
ceived or  difappointed  any  of  you  that  have  trufted  in 
it,  relying  upon  his  kindnefs,  tendernefs,  mercy,  love 
and  faithfulnefs  therein. 

Secondly,  Hath  not  the  Lord  given  you  a  proportion 
of  the  pure  heavenly  patience,  even  of  the  Lamb's 
meeknefs  and  patience,  and  alio  given  you  to  poffefs 
your  fouls  therein,  wherein  hath  been  felt  a  true  mea- 
fure  of  reft  and  peace  with  him,  in  the  midft  of  all 
the  difturbances,  fears,  and  troubles,  both  within  and 
without  ?  And  hath  not  this  been  an  help  and  fuccour 
to  you,  even  in  the  time  of  his  judgments,  wherein 
ye  have  been  enabled  to  wait  and  lie  ftill,  until  the 
indignation  was  over-paft,  and  the  mercy  fprang 
afrefli  ? 

Thirdly,  Hath  not  God  manifefted  to  you  the  place 
of  his  worftiip,  even  fo  that  ye  know,  and  have  often 
experienced  it  to  be  in  his  name,  Spirit,  truth,  and 
power  ?  And  hath  he  not  prepared  for  you,  and  given 
to  you,  the  pure  offering  and  facrifice,  and  accepted 
it  at  your  hands  ?  And  have  ye  not  often,  yea,  may  I 
not  fay  always,  felt  his  prefence  meeting  there,  and 
the  refrefhments  whicji  come  from  his  prefence  in  this 
day  of  his  mercy,  and  of  his  tender  vifiting  and  re- 
frefiiing  his  feed  ? 

Fourthly,  Have  ye  not  felt  the  word  of  his  power 
fhaking  the  mountains,  breaking  the  rocks,  and  mak- 
ing the  dark  hard  part  in  you,  and  the  enemy  of  your 
fouls,  to  tremble  at  the  found  of  his  voice  ?  Yea,  have 
ye  not  found  thereby  the  ftony  heart  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  taken  out  of  you,  and  a  tender  heart,  an  heart 
like  flefhi  given  you  inftead  thereof,  which  hath  melted 
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and  bowed  before  the  Lord,  and  tenderly  rec*eived  the 
impreflions  of  his  Spirit  ? 

Fifthly^  Have  ye  not  found  the  laws  of  life,  the 
laws  of  the  new  covenant  written  by  the  finger  of  God's 
Spirit  in  this  new  heart,  fo  that  ye  could  read  the  will 
and  requiring  of  your  God,  by  the  light  of  his  Spirit 
in  the  inner  man  ? 

Sixthly,  Hath  not  he  alfo  put  his  Spirit  within  you, 
that  ye  have  not  only  read  the  law  written,  but  have 
alfo  found  a  delight  (and  ability  alfo  in  him)  to  do  his 
will  ?  For  the  Lord  hath  not  left  you  to  do  what  he 
requires,  according  to  the  old  covenant,  but  he  himfeif 
worketh  in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do  what  is  accept- 
able to  him  of  his  own  good  pleafure. 

Seventhly,  Have  ye  not  found  his  fear  put  into  your 
hearts,  even  a  fear  which  no  precepts  of  men  can 
teach,  nor  ye  can  by  no  means  attain  to,  but  as  he 
pleafeth  to  give  it  you  ?  And  doth  not  this  fear  make 
you  wife  in  him  to  depart  from  evil  ?  Doth  it  not 
cleanfe  out  the  evil  ?  Doth  it  not  keep  out  the  evil  ? 
Did  ye  not  find  this  virtue  in  it  at  the  very  firft,  and 
do  ye  not  ftill  find  it  to  this  very  day  ? 

Eighthly,  Do  ye  not  find  the  blotting  out  of  iniquity, 
and  the  not  remembering  of  your  fins  by  the  Lord  ? 
Ah  !  how  hath  the  Lord  forgiven  you  ?  How  doth  the 
Lord  pity  you  ?  How  doth  he  bear  with  you  ?  Do  ye 
not  know  the  place  and  ftate  wherein  mercy  pleafeth 
him,  and  where  he  is  never  weary  of  pardoning,  blot- 
ting out,  and  forgiving  ?  Do  ye  not  feel  the  fprinkling 
of  the  blood  of  the  covenant  daily  by  him  upon  your 
confciences,  and  the  precious  virtue  thereof  ? 

Ninthly,  Do  ye  not  find  the  anointing  near  you,  yea 
within  you,  ready  to  teach  you  to  know  the  Lord,  fo 
that  ye  indeed  know  him,  not  according  to  outward 
names  and  apprehenfions  only,  but  his  nature  in  his 
heavenly  power,  in  his  inward  virtue,  manifeftations, 
operations,  and  appearances  in  you  ?  And  this  is  true 
knowledge  indeed,  pure  knowledge,  frelh  knowledge, 
living  knowledge,  which  makes  you  conformable  to, 
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and  brings  you  forth  in,  the  image  and  likenefs  of  what 
ye  know. 

^enthlyy  Is  not  the  way  of  the  ranfomed,  the  way  of 
holinefs,  become  clear  and  pleafant  to  you  ?  Hath  not 
the  Lord  removed  many  Itumbling- blocks,  that  he 
might  make  the  way  plain  ?  And  is  it  not  a  path  where- 
in there  is  no  erring,  wherein  a  way-farer  may  walk 
without  fear  or  danger,  the  light  is  fo  certain,  the 
guide  fo  faithful,  and  the  path  fo  eafy  and  infallible  to 
the  plain,  honell,  fmgle,  upright  heart,  who  freely  giv- 
eth  up  to  the  Lord,  and  waiteth  to  be  taught  and  led 
by  him  ?  Indeed  to  the  wife,  reafoning,  dilputing  mind 
it  is  not  thus,  nor  to  you  at  any  time  when  that  part  is 
up  ;  but  as  that  is  brought  down,  and  the  fimplicity 
of  Chrift  (the  innocent  birth)  raifed  in  you,  do  ye  not 
ftill  feel  it  thus  r  Therefore  ye  had  need  to  watch,  and 
pray,  and  wait,  and  believe,  that  ye  may  know  and 
enjoy  the  precioufnels  of  your  fpiritual  ellates  and  con- 
ditions in  the  Lord,  and  that  that  which  would  corrupt 
and  dellroy,  may  (by  the  lifting  up  and  difplaying  of 
the  banner  of  his  love  and  power  in  you)  be  beat  down 
and  kept  out. 

Eleventhly^  Hath  not  God  given  you  of  the  true 
humility,  whereby  that  which  was  once  exalted  in  you 
above  his  fear  and  above  his  feed,  is  now  brought 
down  and  laid  low,  and  his  pure  life  and  fear  in  you 
exalted  over  it  ?  Do  ye  not  know  the  feigned  humility 
and  fear  (which  man's  wifdom  teacheth,  and  man's 
wifdom  learneth),  and  abhor  them  ?  And  is  not  the 
true  fear  and  humility  which  ye  have  received  from 
God,  very  precious,  and  of  great  ufe  and  fervice  to 
you  ? 

'Tijoelfthly^  Have  ye  not  received  the  true  love,  where- 
by ye  are  taught  and  enabled  to  love  the  Lord  your 
God  above  all,  and  the  brethren,  children,  and  fathers 
in  him  •,  yea,  and  your  very  enemies  alfo.  How  pre- 
cious is  this  !  Who  can  witnefs  this,  but  he  who  hath 
received  it  !  but  he  whofe  heart  the  Lord  hath  circum- 
cifed,  and  from  which  he  hath  cut  off  the  enmity  and 
contentious  nature,    which  cannot  truly   love  neither 
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the  Lord  nor  his  people,  nor  his  creatures,  though  it 
rnaketh  a  fubtil  deceitful  fhew  thereof,  to  the  deluding 
|)gth  of  itfelf  and  others. 

Thirteenthly^  Do  ye  not  know  the  true  righteoufnefs, 
and  the  true  fanftification  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  and 
which  ye  receive  and  abide  in  him,  which  formerly 
(in  a  great  meafure)  ye  did  but  talk  of,  and  which 
many  to  this  day  (whom  the  Lord  hath  not  gathered, 
as  he  hath  done  you,  but  hath  left  behind,  out  of  the 
power,  out  of  the  calling,  out  of  the  election)  have 
only  the  words  of,  and  their  own  apprehenfions  upon 
the  words,  but  know  not,  nor  feel,  nor  enjoy  the  thing 
Itfelf,  as  ye  do  this  day,  bleffed  be  the  name  of  your 
merciful  God  and  Redeemer. 

Fourteenthlyi  Do  ye  not  know  Sion,  the  holy  hill  of 
God,  and  Jerufalem  the  holy  city  which  is  built  thereon, 
which  hath  long  been  hid,  even  from  ages  and  gene- 
rations, but  now  is  made  manifeft  in  the  Spirit,  and 
fnany  are  already  come  thither,  and  many  more  are  tra- 
velling thither-wards,  and  fome  dwell  and  abide  there- 
in, and  feel  the  law  going  forth  out  of  Zion,  and  the 
word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerufalem,  and  find  their  fouls 
tranflated  by  the  mighty  power  of  God  from  death,  and 
hell,  and  enmity,  into  the  nature,  love,  and  life  of  the 
Lamb  ;  in  whole  light  thofe  that  are  faved  and  re- 
deemed by  him,  walk  ? 

pifteenthlyy  Do  ye  not  know  the  true  church  and 
body  of  Chrift,  which  is  one  fpirit  with  him,  which 
is  flcfli  of  his  flefh,  and  bone  of  his  bones  ?  And  hath 
not  the  Lord  in  his  mercy  made  you  members  thereof  ? 
And  do  ye  not  feel  the  nourifhment,  virtue,  life,  and 
Spirit  of  the  whole  body  in  your  own  veflels,  and  fo 
are  partakers  of  the  true  union  and  fellowfhip,  both 
with  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  one  with  another  ?  For 
he  that  is  gathered  by,  and  walks  in  the  true  light, 
is  aifo  in  the  true  life  and  fellowfhip,  both  with  that 
which  begets,  and  with  that  which  is  begotten. 

^xteentbiyy    Do  ye  not  know  the  kingdom  and  reign 
of  Chrift  already  in  meafure  fet  up,  and  daily  more  and 
more  fctting  up  in  yoyr  hearts  ?  And  is  not  his  govern- 
ment 
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ment  fweet,  pure,  heavenly,  precious,  refrefhing  to 
that  which  is  of  God  in  you,  and  an  iron  hamnner  and 
fceptre  to  that  which  is  earthly  and  flelhly.  And  is  it 
not  your  joy  to  feel  him  reign  and  overcome  his  ene- 
mies, exalting  his  holy  name,  power,  and  fceptre  over 
them  ?  And  what  he  hath  done,  and  what  he  is  doing, 
and  what  he  will  yet  do  in  you,  of  his  own  tender 
love,  and  for  his  own  name's  fake  j  do  not  your  hearts 
leap  within  you,  when  at  any  time  the  Lord  pleafeth 
to  give  you  the  fenfe  and  fight  thereof? 

Seventeenthly,  Do  ye  not  know  the  faft  which  the 
Lord  hath  chofen,  and  hath  not  the  Lord  helped  you 
to  keep  that  faft  ?  Have  ye  not  felt  his  power  break 
the  bond  of  iniquity  in  you,  and  the  once  opprcfTed 
in  you  coming  up  in  a  true  meafure  of ,  the  pure  free- 
dom, to  ferve  and  worfhip  the  Lord  ?  And  have  ye 
not  alfo  had  a  tafte  of  the  feaft  which  the  Lord  hath 
prepared  on  his  holy  mountain,  even  of  the  fat  things, 
and  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined,  which  they  that 
inhabit  there  eat  and  drink  of  abundantly  in  his  pre- 
fence  ? 

Eighteenthly,  Do  ye  not  feel  God  the  Lord  making 
an  everlafting  covenant  with  you,  even  of  the  lov& 
and  mercies  fure  to  David  and  his  feed  for  evermore  ? 
Is  not  he  near  you,  yea  with  you  and  in  you,  who  is 
the  gatherer  into,  and  the  preferver  in,  this  covenant  ? 
Yea,  do  not  ye  feel  him  teaching  and  enabling  you  to 
keep  covenant  with  the  Lord  your  God,  (by  the  vir- 
tue, power,  and  prefence  of  his  life  and  Spirit  in  you) 
even  as  he  keepeth  covenant  with  you  ?  Infomuch  as 
ye  begin  to  feel  a  fcttlement  and  eftablilhment  in  him 
that  is  true,  and  your  calling  and  election  becoming 
fure,  and  the  danger  and  fear  of  falling  away  or  mif-r 
carrying,  removing  from  off"  your  fpirics? 

What  fhall  I  fay  to  you,  what  Ihall  I  mention  fur- 
ther, or  what  fhall  1  inftance  in  ?  Have  ye  not  felt  the 
wildernefs  become  a  fruitful  field,  and  the  fruitful 
field  b<?come  a  foreft  ?  Have  ye  not  felt  the  lame  walk, 
the  deaf  hear,  the  blind  fee,  the  dumb  fpeak,  the  le- 
per cleanfed,  the  dead  raifed,  &c.  t*  Have  ye  not  wit- 
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neffcd  the  fore  fhaking,  and  terrible  pafTing  away  (in 
meafure)  of  the  old  heavens  and  old  earth,  and  the 
forming,  planting,  and  bringing  in  (in  meafure)  of 
the  new  heavens  and  the  new  earth,  wherein  dwells 
righteoufnefs,  in  the  (lead  thereof?  So  that  in  places 
■where  dragons  lay,  is  now  green  grafs,  with  fweet- 
fmelling  flowers  j  and  in  the  once  parched,  dead,  dry, 
barren,  defolate  heaths,  are  now  fprings  and  flowings 
of  the  pure  living  water  ? 

Friends  j  There  is  one,  whom  the  Father  hath  fealed, 
(and  he  is  but  one,  yea,  the  very  fame  in  us  all)  in 
■whom  are  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge, 
and  all  the  riches  and  fubfl:ance  of  life  j  and  we, 
through  the  mercy  and  goodnefs  of  the  Lord,  partake 
thereof,  as  we  are  gathered  into  him,  found  in  him, 
and  abide  in  him.  .^..    h- 

And  now  my  friends  j  What  hath  differenced  us 
from  others,  or  why  hath  the  Lord  done  this  for  us 
more  than  for  others  ?  Search  your  hearts,  fee  if  any 
of  you  can  find  the  caufe  thereof  in  yourfelves.  In- 
deed I  cannot.  From  my  very  heart  I  cannot  but  cry 
grace,  grace !  mercy,  mercy !  love,  love  (deep,  ten- 
der love)  !  goodnefs,  goodnefs !  from,  the  very  firft 
beginning,  all  along,  throughout  the  whole  carrying 
on  of  the  work,  to  this  day  j  and  I  have  nothing  elfe 
to  hope  in,  or  plead  before  my  God.  Do  I  believe  ? 
It  is  he  gave  me  faith;  yea,  he  putteth  it  forth,  and 
caufeth  it  to  aft  in  me,  or  I  eafily  fail  therein.  Do  I 
will  that  which  is  good  in  any  kind  ?  My  will  is  of 
him,  yea,  it  is  in  him,  and  hath  its  creation,  preferva- 
tion,  being,  and  ftrength  from  him.  Do  I  obey  or 
do  that  which  is  good  i  No,  no,  not  I  j  but  his  Ufe, 
power,  and  Spirit  in  me.  Do  I  fuffer  inwardly  or  out- 
wardly ?  That  is  not  of  me  neither,  but  he  that  hath 
given  me  to  believe,  he  alfo  giveth  me  to  fuffer,  an4 
beareth  up  my  fpirit  in  my  fufferings,  by  his  power, 
and  for  his  name's  fake.  So  that  my  heart  faith,  (and 
J  confidently  believe  he  will,  in  his  mercy  and  good- 
nefs, preferve  me  in  that  fenfe  for  ever)  Not  untQ 
me,  not  unto  me,  in  any  one  refpeft,  but  to-  thy  name^ 

tQ 
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to  thy  holy  name,  to  thy  tender  name,  to  thy  infinite 
bowels,  and  precious  love  and  companions  in  every 
refpeft,  be  the  acknowledgment  and  praife  given  of 
what  thou  haft  done,  and  yet  doft,  and  wilt  do  in  and 
for  my  foul,  for  ever  and  ever. 

And  now,  my  dear  friends  i  As  the  Lord  hath  de- 
monftrated  the  way  of  life  unto  you,  fo  that  it  is  fealed 
in  your  fpirits,  and  ye  have  walked  in  it,  and  always 
met  with,  not  only  the  promifes  of  life,  but  even  life 
itfelf  therein  -,  fo  the  Lord  ftill  watch  over  you,  that 
nothing  ever  blind  that  eye  in  you,  which  alone  can 
fee  this  way  j  and  tlve  Lord  preferve  you  in  upright- 
nefs  of  heart,  that  ye  may  fingly  wait  on  him,  for  his 
farther  manifefting  of  it  in  you  and  to  you  i  and  that 
he,  by  his  living  Spirit,  would  continually  quicken 
and  roufe  up  your  fpirits,  to  walk  diligently  and  faith- 
fully therein  -,  that  fo  ye  may  come  to  fee  what  ye 
have  not  feen,  and  to  defire  wiiat  ye  have  not  defired, 
and  may  find  your  hearts  and  inheritances  enlarged  in 
the  Lord.  Ah !  what  is  the  v/orld,  or  any  worldly 
thing  or  intereft,  in  comparifon  of  this !  The  Lord 
remove  every  fnare  and  every  ftumbling-block  out  of 
your  way,  and  every  weight  and  burthen  from  off 
your  fpirits,  that  ye  may  run  with  joyfulnefs  to  the 
end  of  your  courfe,  and  m.ay  enter  into  the  full  king- 
dom and  pcfTeffion  of  life.  Ye  have  received  already 
that  v/hich  is  all  j  but  ye  muft  wait  for  the  farther 
opening  and  fpreading  of  it  in  you,  and  your  farther 
growth  into  it.  The  Lord's  foul  hath  travailed  for 
you,  and  his  faithful  meilengers  have  likewife  travailed 
and  fought  after  your  fouls,  and  your  fouls  have  tra- 
vailed, and  mourned,  and  waited,  and  gone  through 
temptations  and  trials  of  many  kinds,  and  had  a  tafte 
of  the  true  peace,  the  true  holinefs,  the  true  right- 
eoufnefs,  the  true  joy,  even  the  joy  of  the  everlafting 
kingdom.  Nov/  the  Lord  God  preferve  you,  that  no- 
thing may  interrupt  or  come  between  you  and  that, 
wherein  ye  have  felt  him,  and  wherein  is  his  riches 
and  fulnefsi  but  that  ye  may  always  feel   that,  and 
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abide  faithful  to  the  Lord  in  that,  wherein  the  preferva- 
tion  and  growth  unto  life  eternal  alone  is  witnefled. 

And  friends  J  Put  the  Lord  in  mind,  that  as  he  hath 
pleafed  to  manifeft  the  way,  and  fhew  that  clearly 
unto  you,  whereby  the  heart  is  joined  to  him  and  pre- 
ferved  in  him  j  fo  he  would  pleafe,  of  his  free  and  ten- 
der mercy,  to  add  this  alfo,  even  to  give  upright 
hearts,  and  entire  fpirits,  to  abide  with  him  in  that 
principle  of  life  wherein  he  hath  gathered  you,  and  to 
watch  unto,  and  be  faithful  to,  all  his  warnings,  draw- 
ings, movings,  and  leadings,  that  his  Spirit  may  have 
no  matter  of  grief  againft  you,  but  it  may  be  the 
delight  of  his  foul  to  do  you  good  continually,  and 
to  anfwer  the  delire  of  your  fouls  in  every  thing  that 
ye  breathe  unto  him  for  j  that  the  Lord  may  not  be 
alhamed  to  own  you  to  be  his  people,  and  ye  may  feel 
with  joy,  and  abundant  confolation,  that  he  is  your 
God.  And  this  will  be  enough  in  all  the  tribulations, 
affliftions,  and  trials  that  ye  meet  with,  either  in- 
wardly or  outwardly.  So  the  God  of  love  and  peace 
preferve  you,  in  that  wherein  is  fellowftiip  with  him, 
and  in  which  his  life,  love,  joy,  and  peace  naturally 
and  delightfully  fpring  up  and  flow  into  the  foul. 
Amen,  Amen. 

h  P* 

Written  In  Aylelbury  gaol,  about 
the  Ninth  and  Tenth  of  the 
Twelfth  month,  i66$. 


EPISTLE      IV. 

For  Friends  of  our  Meeting,  and  thereabouts. 

Dear  Frienps,    . 

1AM  deeply  fenfible  that  it  is  a  day  of  trouble, 
rebuke,  and  diftrefs,  to  the  Ifrael  of  God,  The 
Lord  hath  pitched  his  pure,  living  tent,  and  begun 
to  build  up  his  beloved  city;  the  Lord  hath  indeed 
had  mercy  upon  SioH,  and  favoured  th^  ruins  and  de- 
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folations  thereof.  But  the  malice  and  rage  of  the 
enemy  is  great,  who  feeketh  to  compafs  the  tent  of 
the  holy  and  the  beloved  city,  that  he  may  lay  wade 
and  deftroy  the  work  and  heritage  of  God.  Now  all 
that  feel  life,  all  that  are  of  the  true  birth,  all  that 
know  the  feed  j  oh !  abide,  live,  and  breathe  in  the 
feed,  that  ye  may  come  forth  in  the  true  life,  and  in 
the  ftrength  of  God's  holy  Spirit,  (with  flrong  cries 
and  tears,  with  innocency  and  righteoufnefs,  with 
meeknefs  and  patience,  &c.)  to  the  help  of  the  Lord 
againft  the  mighty.  We  have  no  ftrength  but  our 
God,  nor  is  our  expeftation  from  man  (whofe  breath 
is  in  his  noftrils,  who  is  to  be  ceafed  from) ;  but  we 
believe  the  voice,  that  not  by  ftrength,  nor  by  man's 
power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  fhall 
this  work  of  his  be  preferved  and  go  on.  Therefore 
every  one  wait  to  feel  the  feed  travail  and  cry  daily 
to  the  Father,  that  fo  the  fpirit  of  darknefs  may  be 
hindered,  and  by  the  power  of  life  withftood,  in  all 
its  enterprizes  againft  the  children  of  light.  Oh ! 
let  the  condition  of  Jerufalem  be  written  upon  every 
one's  heart ;  and  as  members  of  the  living  body,  feel 
the  wants,  afflictions,  and  diftrefles  of  your  fellow- 
members  day  by  day.  And  let  every  one  fay  in  fpi- 
ritj 

Lordj  take  care  of  all  thy  children.  Oh  I  thou  tender 
Father i  confider  what  they  fuffer  for  the  teflimony  of  thy 
truths  and  for  thy  name's  fake  ^  and  uphold  themy  and  give 
them  victory  and  an  holy  dvminion  over  ally  becaufe  it  be- 
longs to  thy  feed  into  ivhich  thou  hajl  gathered  them^  and 
in  ijijhich  thou  haft  united  them  to  thyfelf.  Oh !  carry  on 
thy  glorious  workj  which  thy  own  mighty  arm  hath  begun, 
and  cut  it  fhort  in  righteoufnefs  for  thine  ele^'sfaksi  that 
it  may  be  finijhed  by  thee^  to  thine  own  everlafting  prai/e, 
T'hy  children  wait  on  thee,  they  cry  to  thee  day  and  night, 
that  they  may  be  prejerved  by  thee  in  the  well-doings  and 
in  the  pure,  holy^  innocent  Jufferings  for  thy  truth'' s  Jake  \ 
until  thou  Jay,  It  is  enough,  until  thy  holy  Sprit  fay.  It  is 
finijhed:  my  lambs,  ye  fhall  fuffer  no  more^  but  now  ye  fhall 
reign  with  me  and  my  Son  for  ever,- 

My 
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My  dear  friends,  it  is  now  the  time  of  prayer,  and 
of  waiting  upon,  and  hoping  in,  the  Lord,  who 
knoweth  and  conlidereth  all  our  conditions.  If  any 
be  afflifbed,  let  him  pray.  We  are  afflifted,  we  are 
opprefled  without  caufe  or  provocation  on  our  parts, 
only  becaufe  we  fear,  and  love,  and  obey  our  God,  ac- 
cording as  he  hath  taught  us,  and  becaufe  he  hath  put , 
this  refolution  into  our  hearths,  that  we  will  abide  in 
fubjeflion  to  him,  and  Hand  to  the  holy  teftimony 
which  he  hath  given  us  to  bear,  whatever  befalls  us. 
^nd  what  fhall  feparate  us  from  his  love,  or  come 
between  us  and  his  care  over  us,  who  is  able  to  bear 
us  up  in  all,  and  carry  us  over  all  (in  the  holy  domi- 
nion and  ftrength  of  his  feed)  that  can  fet  upon  us, 
and  ftrive  to  turn  us  out  of  the  way,  or  make  us  faint 
in  the  way  ? 

Dear  friends.  In  my  bonds  I  remember  you,  and 
pray  for  your  profperity.  Do  ye  alfo  remember  me  in 
your  daily  addreffes  and  approaches  to  God,  that  I 
may  receive  increafe  of  virtue  and  ftrength  from  the 
Lord,  by  the  help  of  your  prayers ;  and,  oh  !  feel  the 
affliftions  of  the  afflided,  and  breathe  for  them  day 
by  day,  that  the  whole  body  may  receive  the  flowings 
in  of  life,  help,  and  ftrength  daily,  from  the  pure 
breathings  of  life  in  every  member  of  the  body  every 
day. 

So  the  God  of  love  and  mercies  be  with,  and  do 
good  to,  his  whole  heritage  j  and  fill  you  (with  the 
reft  of  his  children)  from  the  pure  fountain  of  life, 
with  frefti  ftreams  of  life  day  by  day,  Amen.  This  is 
the  hearty  defire  of 

Your  friend,  brother,  and  companion  in  the 
faith  and  patience  of  the  faints,  who  have 
had  a  ftiare  in  the  afflifbions  which  be- 
fall his   children   and  chofen  ones, 

for  his  name's  fake, 
Reading  gaol,  the  9th  of 
the  Si^h  month,  1670. 

I.  P. 
And 


EPISTLES   TO   FRIENDS.         5,, 

And  truly  friends,  it  is  not  grievous,  but  rather  joy 
to  me,  to  undergo  the  feveral  affliflions  and  temp- 
tations, which  my  tender  Father,  in  his  tender 
love  and  good-will,  orders  for  me.  Yea,  all  that 
can  tafte,  tell  me,  is  it  not  greater  riches,  and 
far  fweeter,  in  this  our  day,  to  bear  the  reproach 
of  Chrift-,  and  to  fufFer  for  the  teftimony  of  his 
precious  truth,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  fin 
and  glory  of  this  world,  which  are  but  for  a 
feafon  ? 


EPISTLE     V. 

To  Friends  in  Truth,  in  Chalfont,  and  there- 
abouts. 

Dear  friends,  (whom  I  love  in  the  Lord,  and  whofc 
profperity  and  growth  in  the  truth  I  greatly  de- 
fire)  this  fenfe  is  on  my  heart  to  you  at  this 
time. 

THE  Lord's  foul  travaileth  for  you,  (having  vi- 
fited  you  in  tender  mercy,  and  with  great  lov- 
ing-kindnefs)  and  he  defireth  to  enjoy  and  pofTefs 
you,  as  an  inheritance  for  himfelf,  to  delight  in  and 
to  do  good  unto  continually  ;  and  I  know  there  arc 
many  among  you,  who  have  alfo  defircd  and  travailed 
after  the  Lord,  and  have  been  burthened  and  grieved 
with  that  which  hath  in  any  meafure  hindered  your 
foul's  enjoying  the  Lord,  and  your  faithful  ferving 
him,  and  his  delight  and  pleafure  in  you.  Now 
friends,  this  is  my  prefent  defire  and  breathing  for 
you,  even  that  ye  may  be  joined  further  and  clofer  in 
the  everlafting  covenant  of  life  and  peace  with  the 
Lord,  which  muft  never  be  forgotten  on  your  parts, 
as  it  cannot  be  on  his;  wherein  to  help  all  the  tender 
and  faithful-hearted  among  you,  this  advice  fprang  in 
my  heart  to  you  this  morning. 

Mind 
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Mind  and  watch  to  that  which  quickens  and  en- 
livens the  foul  towards  God,  and  watch  againfl:  that 
which  flats  and  deadens  it;  for  they  are  both  near, 
and  they  both  feek  after  youi,  the  one  for  your  good, 
the  other  for  your  hurt.  I  need  not  tell  you  what 
thefe  are,  nor  where  or  how  they  appear,  (ye  have 
been  abundantly,  and  as  ye  wait  on  the  Lord,  are 
daily  inftruded  therein,  blefled  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord)  but  in  continual  watching  to  the  one,  and 
againft  the  other,  is  the  diligence  and  care  of  your 
fpirits  daily  to  be  exercifed.  Oh !  at  no  time  let  your 
fpirits  be  loofe  and  carelefs !  For  the  enemy  waits  to 
do  hurt,  and  the  Lord  waits  to  be  gracious,  and  to 
do  your  fouls  good.  Watch,  therefore,  and  pray,  that 
ye  enter  not  into  the  temptation  of  the  enemy,  nor 
mifs  of  the  tender  mercies  and  loving-kindnefles  of 
the  Lord,  which  are  fure  to  the  feed  (and  to  all  that 
are  of  and  abide  in  the  feed)  for  ever. 

Oh !  who  would  mifs  of  the  quickening  virtue  of 
our  God,  of  being  anointed  with  his  holy  oil,  and  of 
having  the  flames  of  life  kindled  further  in  him  ?  Who 
would  be  captivated  and  brought  into  fubje(5lion  to 
lin,  Satan,  vanity,  and  the  fpirit  of  this  world  again, 
who  hath  witnefTed  any  proportion  of  deliverance 
therefrom  ?  Ye  know  that  ye  can  do  nothing  of  your- 
felves :  Oh !  what  need  have  fuch  to  watch  to  that, 
which  is  able  to  work  mightily  in  the  heart,  and  to 
bring  forth  the  fruits  and  efFe6ls  of  righteoufncfs,  and 
to  bring  under,  and  keep  under,  kill  and  flay  that 
power  of  unrighteoufnefs,  and  to  root  out  and  bury 
the  dead,  out  of  the  fight  and  remembrance  of  the 
living.  Glorious  things  are  teftified  (truly  tefl:ified) 
concerning  the  power  of  the  Lord,  and  his  mighty 
operation  inwardly  in  the  hearts  of  his  children,  in 
this  day  of  the  preaching  of  the  everlafl:ing  gofpel  again, 
after  the  long  night  of  darknefs.  Let  none  be  con- 
tent, without  witnefllng  and  experiencing  a  meafure 
thereof  in  their  own  particular.  Oh  !  dwell  not  with 
death,  vanity,  nor  corruption !  Oh !  my  dear  fri^ends, 
let  not  vain  or  earthly  thoughts  lodge  in  any  of  your 
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hearts  !  but  dwell  with  him  who  is  pure,  who  is  liv- 
ing, and  gives  life  to  your  fouls  ;  and  alfo  gives  peace, 
and  brings  it  home  to  you,  leaving  upon  your  fpirits 
that  '*  peace  which  palTech  all  the  underftanding" 
and  comprehenfion  of  man,  and  who  makcth  his  call- 
ed, chofen,  and  faithful  ones  glad  with  his  deliver- 
ance from  the  power  and  temptation  of  the  enemy, 
and  with  the  flowings  in  of  life  and  redeeming  virtue, 
from  the  fountain  thereof.  Judea  (the  city)  ,is  known 
among  the  living,  whoje  walls  are  fahation,  and  all  the 
gates  and  entrance  into  it  praife. 

And,  my  dear  friends,  mind  your  meetings  toge- 
ther, to  wait  upon  your  God  with  great  ferioufnefs 
and  intention  of  fpirit,  every  one  watching  to  feel  life 
up  in  your  own  fpirits.  Oh  !  fit  down  (yea,  breathe 
earneftly  to  the  Lord  to  give  you  to  fit  down)  in  the 
lilence  of  flelh,  and  in  the  llillnefs  of  your  fpirits, 
waiting  for  the  prdence,  appearance,  and  power  of 
your  God  to  be  revealed  in  the  midft  of  you,  that 
your  hearts  may  be  fearchcd  more  and  more,  and  the 
pure  judgment  revealed  againll  whatever  would  appear 
or  rife  up  contrary  to  the  holy  nature  and  will  of  God, 
and  that  which  is  for  death,  brousrht  into  death  more 
and  more,  and  fo  the  bread  and  water  of  life  given 
to  that  which  is  to  be  nourillied  up  in  life,  that  all 
that  is  impure  may  be  kept  down,  and  that  which  is 
pure  (the  plants  and  trees  of  righieoufnefs)  may  thrive, 
fiourifli,  and  fpread  more  and  more,  and  you  fit  down 
under  the  fhadow  of  your  own  vine  and  olive-tree, 
partaking  of  the  lap  and  fatnefs  thereof. 

Oh!  that  every  or.e  of  you,  in  all  your  meetings 
together,  might  v/itnefs  that  fcripture  fulnlled  in  you  ; 
*'  They  fliali  be  abundantly  fatisfied  with  the  fatnefs 
*'  of  thy  houfe,  and  thou  fnalt  give  them,  or  make 
*'  them  to  drink,  of  the  rivers  of  thy  pleaiure." 

And  I  befcech  you,  in  the  bowels  o'l  tender  love, 
take  heed  of  fiuggifiinefs,  or  carelefiliefs,  or  deadnefs 
of  fpirit  in  your  meetings;  thefe  things  in  no  wife 
become  the  Lord's  people,  nor  your  profefTions  of 
waiting  upon  the  living  God  j  ye  are  to  look  up,  to 
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watch,  wait,  and  breathe  for  the  Lord,  to  be  exer- 
cifed  by  his  Spirit,  to  have  to  do  with  him  before 
whom  all  things  are  naked  and  bare,  to  offer  up  that 
acceptable  facrifice  of  a  broken  heart,  of  pure  praifes, 
of  love,  life,  humility,  thankfgiving,  &c.  and  to 
receive  what  the  Father  of  mercies  Hands  ready  (in 
and  through  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Son  of  his 
love)  to  give  forth  unto  you.  Can  you  be  thus  ex- 
ercifed,  while  in  a  drowfy,  fluggilh,  carelefs  fpirit  ? 
Do  not  fuch  difhonour  the  Lord,  whofe  name  ye 
Ihould  honour?  And  is  not  the  jealous  God  provoked 
and  grieved  by  fuch  things  as  thefe,  whom  ye  fhould 
walk  in  all  humility,  tendernefs  of  fpirit,  and  well- 
pleafingnefs  before  ? 

I  befeech  you,  therefore,  watch  againft  all  things 
of  this  nature,  and  be  diligent,  that  ye  may  witnefs 
the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus  making 
you  free,  and  fencing  you  againft  all  things  of  this 
kind,  that  ye  may  be  a  chofen  generation,  a  royal 
priefthood,  an  holy  nation,  a  peculiar  people,  a  tem- 
ple of  living  ftones,  wherein  the  living  God  may 
dwell  and  walk,  and  fup  with  you,  and  give  unto  you 
to  fup  with  him,  where  ye  Ihall  eat  the  pure  bread 
of  life,  and  drink  the  wine  of  the  kingdom,  which 
will  glad  your  hearts  exceedingly,  and  the  joy  of  the 
Lord  will  become  your  ftrength  j  which  ftrength  will 
carry  you  above  the  ftrength  of  the  enemy,  and  caufe 
you  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  life,  and  righteouf- 
nefs,  naturally  to  the  Lord ;  and  fo  you  Ihall  fhinc  as 
lights  in  your  feveral  places,  and  fhew  forth  the  praifes 
of  him,  who  hath  called  you  out  of  darknefs  into  his 
marvellous  light;  for  it  is  a  marvellous  light  indeed, 
which  the  Lord  hach  caufed  to  fhine  in  the  fpirits  of 
his  children,  whom  in  this  day  of  his  power  he  hath 
begotten  to  himfelf,  and  the  life  eternal  is  wrapped 
up  in  it ;  and  they  that  truly  know  it,  know  it  to  be 
no  lefs  than  the  light  of  life,  even  the  light  which 
came  from  the  pure  life  of  the  Son,  and  leads  to  the 
habitation  and  dwelling-place  of  the  Father. 
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There  is  one  thing  yet  remains  with  me,  which  I 
would  fain  have  you  grow  in  a  true,  fenfiblc,  and  expe- 
rimental underftanding  of,  which  is  this  j  to  wit.  What 
it  is  not  to  touch  the  unclean  thing.  The  enemy  will  be 
ftirring  up,  and  calling  in  that  which  is  unclean,  up- 
on the  veffels  which  God  is  purifying  and  preferving 
from  all  pollution.  But  there  is  a  darting  back  from, 
and  efchewing  the  evil,  a  forfaking  of  the  vain  earthly 
mind  and  thoughts,  and  a  receiving  in  fuch  tempta- 
tions and  fuggeftions  no  more.  Oh  1  that  ye  might 
all  experimentally  know  and  witnefs  what  this  is!  I 
know  many  of  you  do  in  fome  meafure,  blefled  be 
the  God  of  our  mercies,  bleffed  be  our  Saviour  and 
Redeemer,  for  ever  and  ever !  But  oh !  more,  more, 
more  of  this  knowledge,  more  of  this  experience, 
my  heart  livingly  breathes  for,  for  myfelf  and  you, 
that  we  may  witnefs  the  fcripture  abundantly  fulfilled 
in  our  hearts  from  the  Lord :  "  Whofoevcr  is  born  of 
"  God  doth  not  commit  fin ;  for  his  feed  remains  in 
*'  him,  and  he  cannot  fin,  becaufe  he  is  born  of  God.*' 
Oh !  feel  the  weight  of  this  fcripture,  in  that  which 
gives  the  underftanding  of  it !  The  Lord  hath  made  a 
new  covenant,  and  a  living  covenant,  and  prepared  a 
new  and  living  way  for  the  ranfomed  to  walk  in  with- 
out erring,  that  he  might  amend  all  (in  this  new 
people)  which  was  amifs  in  thofe  under  the  firft  cove- 
nant. 

Oh !  let  the  Lord  enjoy  the  defign  of  his  heart,  and 
his  people  fo  wait  upon  him,  that  they  may  all  be 
renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  their  minds,  and  the  Lord 
may  have  a  generation  of  Calebs  and  Jofhuas,  who 
may  fully  follow  jfter  him  in  all  things,  and  who  may 
witnefs  his  p0wer  and  prefence  ftill  with  them,  and 
the  holy,  tender,  merciful  God  may  never  be  provoked 
by  them,  to  caufe  him  to  withdraw  his  good  Spirit 
from  them,  and  (o  to  leave  them  and  forfakQ  them  j 
for  if  any  draw  back  from  the  Lord,  and  from  the  holy 
commandment  of  life,  the  Lord's  foul  can  have  no 
pleafure  in  fuch.  Oh  !  that,  therefore,  there  may  be 
none  among  you  drawing  back  to  perdition  !  and  take 
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heed  of  deadnefs,  drowfinefs,  fluggifhnefs  of  fpirit, 
earthlinefs,  flelhly  wifdom,  unbelief,  &c.  (for  that  is 
a  degree  thereof,  and  leadeth  thitherwards)  but  all  to 
grow  in  faith,  with  diligence,  towards  the  faving  of 
your  fouls,  (which  is  far  nearer  than  when  you  firft 
believed)  which  ye  fhall  be  fure  in  due  tinie  to  reap 
even  the  falvation  ye  wait  for,  if  ye  faint  not,  nor 
grow  weary  in  your  minds,  but  abide  in  the  faith  and 
patience,  unto  the  end  of  your  trials,  both  inward  and 
outward,  which  are  meafured  out  by  the  Spirit  and 
■wifdom  of  the  Lord,  and  not  by  the  wiles  of  your 
enemies,  whom  the  Lord  flops  and  chains  at  his  plea- 
fure. 

The  grace,  mercy,  love,  and  peace  of  God  our 
Father,  and  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  be  multiplied 
unto  you,  and  fill  your  hearts  from  day  to  day,  ac- 
cording to  your  feveral  capacities,  and  enlarge  your 
capacities,  and  bring  you  more  and  more  into  the 
heavenly  fellowlhip,  that  your  joy  therein  may  abound, 
and  ye  may  daily  rejoice  in  the  goodnefs  of  the  Lord, 
and  in  his  exercifing  loving-kindnefs,  judgment,  and 
righteoufnefs  in  the  earth. 

This  is  from  your  brother  and  companion  in 
the  afflidtions,  and  alfo  in  the  joy  and  glory 
of  this  day  of  the  falvation  of  our  God, 
which  is  further  to  be  revealed  and  en- 
joyed by  thofe  who  meekly  and  pa- 
tiently wait  for  it, 

I.  P. 
Reading.gaol,  the  zii  of  the 
Third  month,  1671. 

And  all  my  dear  friends,  who  have  known  what  it 
is  to  be  uncovered  and  ftript  of  your  own  right- 
eoufnefs, (and  of  all  flelhly  robes  and  garments) 
and  to  put  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  even  the  in- 
nocency  and  righteoufnefs  of  his  nature  and  Spi- 
rit, and  fo  to  appear  before  the  Lord,  and  walk 
with  him  in  the  garment  which  he  puts  upon  you; 

oh! 
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oh  !  friends,  keep  this  garment  about  you,  that 
ye  be  not  ftripped  and  robbed  of  that  wherewith 
God  once  clothed   you,    and  fo  your  nakednefs 
appear,  and  men  fee  your  fhame  -,  and  inftead  of 
being  an  honour,  ye  become  (any  of  you)  a  re- 
proach to  the  name  and  truth  of  the  Lord,  which 
is  very  honourable,  and  {hould  be  honoured  in 
and  by  us  all. 
The  direction  of  this  in  my  heart,  was  to  friends  In 
truth,  in  Chalfont,  and  thereaways,  among  whom 
my  heart  hath  been  greatly   comforted    and    re- 
frefhed,  who  (fome  of  you)  had  ibme  knowledge 
of  my  former  great  mifery  and  diftrefs,  for  want 
of  the  power  and  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and  are 
now  witnelTes  with  me  of  his  tender  mercy  and 
great   falvation  j    glory  to   him  who  fits  on  the 
throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  whofe  kingdom  is  ex- 
alted over  all,  who  already  reigns  in  righteoufnefs 
in  the  hearts  of  a  remnant  j  who  fit  down,  and 
find  reft   and  peace,  and  true  joy  of  heart,  foul, 
and  fpirit,  under  the  fiiadow  of  his  government, 
and  cannot  but  fing  and  found  forth  praifes,  pure 
praifes,  honour,  and  dominion,  and  ftrength,  to 
the    name  and  arm  which  hath  done  the  valiant 
a6ts,  bringing   fin,    corruption,    death,    and   the 
grave  under,  and  bringing  life  and   immortality 
to  rule  and  have  dominion  over  it ;  fo  that  he  that 
is  pure  power  and  life,  is  felt  tabernacling  and 
living  in  his  people,  and  he  gives  unto  them  to 
live  in,  and  through,    and  with  him ;  and  they 
cannot  but  found  praifes  to  the  power  and  glory 
of  his  life  from  day  to  day  ;  glory  in  the  higheft 
to  our  God,  and  to  his  Chrift,  for  ever  and  ever. 
Amen,  Hallelujah. 
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CL     U      E      R      I      E 

CONCERNING 

Compulsion    in   RELIGION. 


^ery  i.  "TT  THETHER  every  man  ought  not  to 
y/\l    endeavour  to  be  fully  perfuaded  in 
his  own  foul  concerning  the  religion  and  worlhip  which 
he  performs  and  offers  up  to  God  ? 

^ery  2.  Whether,  when  a  man  is  fully  perfuaded 
concerning  the  religion  and  worfhip  he  ought  to  per- 
form to  God,  whether  he  is  not  then  bound  in  confci- 
ence  fo  to  worfhip  and  ferve  God,  as  he  is  fully  per- 
fuaded in  his  own  foul  ? 

^ery  3.  Whether,  if  a  man  fhould  leave  that  way 
of  religion  and  worfhip,  whereof  he  is  fully  perfuaded 
in  his  own  foul,  and  fhould  worfhip  according  to  the 
law  and  worfhip  of  the  country  wherein  he  lives,  whe- 
ther this  would  be  accepted  of  the  Lord,  and  whether 
his  foul  would  not  be  in  danger  of  the  difpleafure  and 
wrath  of  the  Lord  therefore  ? 

^cry  4.  Whether  God  hath  given  any  man  or  men 
power,  by  laws  and  penalties,  to  compel  men  to  wor- 
lhip him  contrary  to  the  belief  of  their  hearts  and  the 
full  perfuafion  of  their  fouls  ?  Is  it  not  written,  that 
whatfoever  is  not  of  faith  is  fin  ?  And  hath  God  given 
any  men  power  and  authority  to  compel  others  to  fin  ? 
Surely  the  end  of  magiflracy  is  to  rcftrain  men  from 
fin,  and  not  to  compel  men  to  fin. 

Query 
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^ery  5.  Whether  under  the  law  of  Mofes,  the  wor- 
fhip  was  not  firft  made  manifeftly  clear  to  nnens  hearts 
and  confciences,  and  they  fully  perfuaded  thereof;  be- 
fore they  fufFered  any  penalties  annexed  for  failing  in 
it,  or  turning  afide  from  it  ? 

^ery  6.  Whether  under  the  gofpel,  Chrift  or  his 
apoftles  did  ever  compel  any  by  outward  force  to  their 
"way  of  worlliip,  or  give  any  rule  for  compulfion  after 
their  days.  Did  not  they  fay,  they  were  not  lords 
over  mens  faith,  but  that  there  was  one  Lord  and 
Mafter,  even  Chrift,  to  whom  every  man  was  to  give 
an  account  ?  Now  if  men  fhould  commend  us  for 
worfhipping  as  they  teach  us,  and  by  laws  require  of 
us  contrary  to  the  belief  and  full  perfuafion  of  our 
own  fouls,  and  Chrift  condemn  and  punifh  us  there- 
fore, would  it  not  go  hard  with  us  ? 

^ery  7.  Was  it  not  the  beaft  that  compelled  men 
to  worfliip,  and  is  he  not  branded  therefore,  Rev. 
xiii.  ?  But  could  he  by  his  laws  and  penalties  compel 
any,  whofe  names  are  v/ricten  in  the  boolc  of  life,  to 
his  worfliip  ?  others  indeed  he  did  compel,  and  caufe 
to  worfhip,  as  may  be  feen  in  that  chapter. 

^iery  8.  Is  not  Chrift's  kingdom  fpiritual  ?  Are  not 
the  weapons  of  his  warfare  fpiritual?  Are  they  not 
mighty  through  God,  to  convince  and  cftablifh  men  in 
the  truth,  and  in  the  way  of  the  gofpel-worfliip  ? 
Would  Chrift  have  any  people  forced  by  outward  com- 
pulfion, to  ferve  or  worfliip  him  ?  Whofoever  will,  let 
him  come,  faith  he  -,  and  his  people  are  a  willing  peo- 
ple, and  God  loveth  ^  chearful  giver  and  a  chearful 
worfliipper.  Is  not  compulfion  a  great  argument 
againft  that  church  and  mmiftry  that  ufeth  it,  that 
they  want  the  fpiritual  weapons  ?  That  they  want  the 
authority  ^nd  power  of  the  true  church  and  miniftry, 
and  fo  are  fain  to  fupplv  it  by  the  authority  and  power 
of  man  ?  For  that  which  is  0/  man,  if  it  were  not 
held  up  by  man,  would  fall ;  but  the  truth  will  grow 
and  increafe,  and  that  which  is  of  God  will  ftand  and 
Qut-live  all  the  violence  and  oppofitions  of  men.  And 
Qne  thing  is  worthy  of  very  ferious  confideration  con- 
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cerning  this  worfhip,  which  there  is  fuch  ftriving  to 
compel  men  to,  which  is  this ;  what  kind  of  perfons 
they  are  that  diflent  from  it,  and  what  they  are,  for 
the  generality,  that  fo  cry  it  up.  Are  not  many  of 
them  very  loofe,  profane,  fwearers,  curfers,  exceflive 
drinkers,  yea  fome  of  them  Atheifts  ?  Is  there  not  a 
ground  of  jealoufy  at  leaft,  if  not  a  ftrong  argument, 
againft  that  worlhip  and  way  of  religion  which  pleafeth 
thefe  ? 

Can  that  which  came  from  God,  and  is  of  God, 
plcafe  corrupt  man  ?  And  who  are  they  that  diffent 
from,  and  dare  not  pradife  it  ?  Are  they  not  men  of 
tender  confciences,  and  that  fear  to  offend  the  Lord, 
and  who  feek  after  that  religion  and  worfhip,  wherein 
there  is  truth,  life,  virtue,  and  power?  Now  which 
of  thefe  are  likelieft  to  know  the  truth,  and  to  be 
taught  of  the  Lord  the  true  wor'fhip  ? 

Oh !  that  thefe  things  were  ferioufly  confidered  of  j 
for  though  men  were  wicked  and  profane  themfelves, 
yet  if  they  did  not  oppofe  that  which  is  good,  but 
could  fuffer  others  quietly  to  ferve  and  fear  the  Lord, 
neither  their  fm  nor  danger  would  be  fo  great. 

Reading  gaol,  iQtliof  the 
Seventh  month,  1670. 

I.   P. 

He  that  ruleth  over  men  mufl  be  juft,  ruling  in  the 
fear  of  God;  now  he  that  is  jufi  and  ruleth  in  the 
fear  of  God,  cannot  afRidt  or  punifh  any  for  fear- 
ing God,  or  for  worfhip  which  they  perform  to 
him  in  his  fear.  Shall  not  he  that  made  the 
world,  be  worfhipped  by  his  children  and  fervants, 
according  as  he  requires  of  them?  But  (hall  the 
authorities  of  this  world  oppofe  him  therein,  and 
with  all  their  might  flop  and  hinder  (as  much  as  in 
them  lies)  his  children  and  fervants  from  obeying 
him  ?  Now  the  Lord  God  of  heaven  and  earth 
(who  is  above  all,  and  hath  power  over  all)  know- 
cth,  that  not  in  oppofition  to  authority,  but  in 
■•  the 


Compulsion  in  Religion.  521 

the  fear  of  his  name,  do  we  (who  are  called 
Quakers)  meet  together  to  worlhip  him  as  he 
hath  required  of  us ;  and  that  if  we  (hould  not  fo 
do,  we  {hould  fin  againfl  him,  and  be  guilty  of 
rebellion  againft  the  King  of  kings,  who  is  able 
to  fave  and  deftroy  body  and  foul  for  ever.  And 
in  this  cafe  it  is  that  Chrift  hath  bid  us  not  fear 
him  that  can  kill  the  body,  and  can  go  no  fur- 
ther, but  rather  to  fear  him  who  can  kill  both 
body  and  foul,  and  caft  them  into  hell. 

Oh  !  that  the  magiftrates  of  this  nation  were  jufl, 
ruling  in  the  fear  of  God  !  could  they  then  affliiSt 
thofe  that  fear  him  as  they  do,  even  fuch  as  are 
taught  by  him  to  love  and  pray  for  their  ene- 
mies ?  Is  there  not  work  enough  for  the  magif- 
trate's  fword  againft  manifeft  wicked  men,  but  it 
muft  ftill  be  turned  againft  thofe  that  fear  the 
Lord  ?  Will  ye  provoke  tlie  Lord  to  the  utmoft  ? 
Are  ye  ftronger  than  he  ?  Will  ye  put  it  to  the 
proof,  whether  he  be  able  to  deliver  his  people 
or  no  ?  Remember,  the  nations  are  but  as  the 
drop  of  a  bucket,  and  as  the  fmall  duft  of  the 
balance  before  him  ?  What  then  is  the  wifdom 
and  ftrength  of  one,  two,  three,  or  four  nations, 
to  his  wifdom  and  ftrength  ? 

This  is  written  in  our  hearts,  that  God  is  to  have 
his  due,  as  well  as  Carfar  his  ;  and  that  God  is  to 
have  his  due  in  the  firft  place,  but  C?efar  after 
God,  and  in  fubjeclion  to  God.  But  if  there  be 
an  abfolute  neceffity  put  upon  us  by  men,  (which 
they  ought  not  to  do,  either  of  difobeying  God 
or  C^efar,  we  do  really  believe  that  queftion  of 
fome  of  the  apoftles,  in  this  cafe,  to  be  very 
weighty,  and  worthy  to  be  duly  confidered,  A(5ls 
iv.  19.  Whether  it  be  right  in  the  fight  of  God, 
to  hearken  unto  you  more  than  unto  God,  judge 
ve  rfor  we  cannot  but  obey  the  Lord  our  God  in 
what  he  hath  required  and  doth  require  of  us). 
And  truly  if  we  Ihould  fo  do,  great  and  dreadful 
woe  would  be  upon  our  fouls,  and  we  lliould  lofe 

the 
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the  enjoyment  of  God's  prefence,  and  the  peace 
which  pafleth  all  underftandingj  which  we  cannot 
but  value  above  our  eftates,  liberties,  or  whate- 
ver outward  thing  we  can  enjoy  or  poflefs  in  this 
world,  even  above  our  very  lives ;  yea,  it  were 
far  better  for  every  one  of  us  to  lofe  our  lives  in 
our  faithful  teftimony  to  the  true  worlhip  of  God 
in  Spirit  and  truth,  which  he  hath  taught  us,  and 
required  us  to  pradife  and  give  our  teftimony  to, 
than  to  be  found  unfaithful  and  difobedient  to 
him  therein. 

I,  P. 

Reading  gaol,  the  izth  of  the 
7th  month,  1670. 


CONCERN^ 


CONCERNING      THE 

Dispensation  of  the  GOSPEL, 

OR       THE 

Dispensation  of  the  S  O  N  in  Spirit, 

WHICH       IS      THE 

LAST   DISPENSATION, 

WH  EREBY      THE 

Mystery  of  GOD,  the  Mystery  of  the 
Work  of  Redemption,  is  finifhed  in  the 
Heart,  all  created  anew  inwardly,  all  fubdued 
that  is  contrary  to  God,  the  Soul  brought 
into,  or  tranflated  into,  the  Everlafling 
Kingdom,  and  the  Kingdom  at  length 
delivered  up  to  the  Father,  and  God 
becomes  All  in  All;  where  all  Names  ceafe, 
and  the  Pure  Eternal  Being  is  known,  united 
to,  and  lived  in,  after  an  unutterable  Manner, 


£  Ji5  1 


CONCERNING   THE 


Dispensation  of  the  GOSPEL,  &c. 


To  know  the  Father  (even  the  God  and  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift)  as  the  fountain  or  origi- 
nal fpring  of  light,  life,  love,  wifdom,  power,  ho- 
linefs,  righteoufnefs,  and  all  fpiritual  and  heavenly 
bleflings : 

To  know  the  Son  as  the  way  to  the  Father,  as  the 
way  to  life,  peace,  and  blelTednefs  in  the  Father  : 

To  know  the  Son's  Spirit,  and  the  Father's  alfo, 
whereby  the  Father  draws  to  the  Son,  and  the  Son 
brings  to  the  Father;  whereby  the  Son  quickens,  be- 
gets, renews,  fanftifies,  deftroys,  cuts  down,  burns 
up  that  which  is  drolTy,  corrupt,  and  chaffy-,  yea,  not 
only  the  fruits  of  fin,  but  the  very  root  itfelf,  yea  the 
very  earth  in  which  the  root  grows,  and  the  heavens 
that  water  the  earth  are  confumed  and  pafs  away  in- 
wardly, and  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth  is  inwardly 
planted  and  formed,  wherein  dwells  righteoufnefs;  fo 
that  the  cage  of  unclean  birds,  the  place  where  the 
dragons  lay,  is  iliaken  and  removed,  and  the  place  of 
the  wicked  inwardly  known  no  more;  but  inftead 
thereof  there  are  new  heavens  and  earth,  even  of  the 
new  creation  of  God;  which  earth  brings  forth  the 
increafe  of  life,  the  fruits  of  life,  the  feeds  and  trees 
of  righteoufnefs,  of  God's  fowing,  planting,  graft- 
ing, pruning,  and  caufing  to  grow,  that  he  may  be 
glorified:  I  fay, 

Thus  to  know  the  Father,  thus  to  know  the  Son, 
thus  to  know  the  Holy  Spirit  of  light,  life,  love,  and 
righteoufnefs,  &c.    not  notionally  in  the   brain,   or 

with 
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with  a  comprehenfive  knowledge  of  the  mind,  but 
livingly  in  the  heart,  in  the  light  that  fhines  from 
the  Father  and  Son,  in  the  life  that  fprings  from 
them,  in  the  love  which  is  of  them  (for,  indeed,  it 
is  love  that  gives  the  bright,  purely  fenfible  and 
uniting  knowledge) :  this  is  precious  knowledge;  and 
all  knowledge  Of  the  very  fame  things,  any  otherwife 
than  as  coming  from,  and  held  in,  this  fpringing  life, 
is  of  no  comparifon  with  the  excellency  (for  nature 
and  virtue)   of  this  kind  of  knowledge. 

Now  there  have  been  two  great  difpenfations  of  the 
Father,  Son,  and  Spirit.  The  one  figurative,  the 
other  fubflantial.  The  one  called  the  law,  the  other 
the  gofpel.  For  under  the  law  the  Father  was  made 
known,  the  Son  made  known,  the  Spirit  made  known; 
but  all  in  figures  and  outward  ways  of  manifeftation. 
God  was  to  that  people  of  the  Jews  a  fountain  of 
living  waters;  and  when  they  forfook  him,  and  trufted 
in  lying  vanities,  they  forfook  the  fountain  of  their 
own  mercies.  They  then  forfook  the  fountain  of 
living  waters,  digging  to  thcmfelves  broken  cillerns 
that  could  hold  no  water. 

So  the  Son  was  made  known  under  the  types  and 
figures  of  the  law,  as  the  King  of  righteoulnefs,  as 
the  high-prieft  of  God,  as  the  prophet  that  God  would 
raife  up,  as  the  fpiritual  rock  which  yielded  the  fpi- 
ritual  waters,  of  which  the  foul  was  to  drink.  And 
they  that  were  a-thirft  were  to  come  to  him  and  buy 
wine  and  milk  of  him,  and  incline  their  ear  to  him, 
that  they  might  hear  and  live,  and  he  would  make  an 
cverlafting  covenant  with  them,  even  the  fute  mercies 
of  David. 

So  the  Spirit  of  God,  which  was  typified  under  a 
pillar  of  cloud  and  fire  in  the  wildernefs,  did  drive 
with  man  before  the  law,  and  was  given  to  the  Jews 
to  inftrud  them,  and  to  plough  up  their  fallow  ground, 
and  circumcife  them  inwardly,  and  to  walh  their  hearts 
from  wickcdnefs  and  vain  thoughts,  that  they  might 
not  lodge  in  them. 

But 
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But  all  this  was  not  properly  (in  the  Spirit  and 
power  of  it)  the  difpenfation  of  the  lawj  but  hid  in 
a  myftery,  and  running  under  ground,  as  I  may  fo 
lay.  This  was  from  another  covenant,  and  part  of 
another  covenant  than  the  covenant  of  the  law,  though 
in  the  time  of  the  law.  For  there  was  another  cove- 
nant Which  Mofes  declared  of,  befides  the  covenant  of 
the  law  made  in  Horeb,  which  was  the  word  of  life, 
or  word  of  faith  in  the  mouth  and  heart,  which  teach- 
eth  the  fubftance  of  the  law,  and  alfo  gives  power  to 
fulfill  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law,  to  them  that  hear 
and  receive  its  voice,  in  the  faith  which  it  gives  or 
begets.  And  fo  the  Father  of  Spirits  was  known  in 
the  time  of  the  law.  Chrift  the  redeemer  was  known 
to  live,  yea  to  live  in  the  heart  in  the  time  of  the  law. 
The  free  Spirit,  the  Spirit  of  love  was  received,  and 
the  prefencc  of  God  felt  and  enjoyed  by  God's  Calebs, 
Jofhuas,  and  Davids  (by  men  after  God's  own  heart) 
in  the  time  of  the  law.  Mofes  had  his  meeknefs  and 
tendernefs,  and  was  made  faithful  in  all  God's  houfe 
by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift,  the  meek  lamb-like  Spirit. 

Now  when  the  fhadows  came  to  an  end,  Chrift  the 
fubftance  was  to  come.  The  everlafting  King,  the 
cvcrlafting  high-prieft,  the  everlafting  prophet  was  to 
appear.  The  everlafting  rock  and  holy  builder  was  to 
appear,  and  raife  up  David's  tabernacle  in  Spirit,  and 
minifter  in  the  true  fanduary,  by  his  light,  by  his  life, 
by  his  power,  by  his  righteous  Spirit.  There  is  not 
another  tabernacle  to  be  built,  not  another  temple, 
not  another  Jerufalem  than  the  heavenly  Jerufalem, 
not  another  Mount  Sion  to  be  known  or  come  to,  than 
the  gofpel  Mount  Sion ;  not  another  God,  than  God 
the  judge  of  all  in  the  gofpel-ftate ;  not  another  word 
or  law  of  life,  than  the  law  which  goeth  forth  out  of 
Sion,  and  the  word  that  ifTueth  out  from  this  heavenly 
Jerufalem ;  not  another  water  to  wafti  the  foul  with, 
not  another  blood  to  fprinkle  the  confcience  with, 
not  another  fpirit  to  enlighten,  quicken,  keep  alive, 
and  comfort,  than  the  Spirit  of  light,  life,  and  love 

from 
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from  God,  which  reconciles  unto  God,  and  brings  into 
the  gofpel-righteoufnefs,  reft  and  peace,  and  eftablifh- 
cth  the.  foul  therein. 

So  now,  feeling  the  Spirit  of  the  Son,  and  being 
led  by  hinn  to  the  Father,  and  the  Father  with  the  Son, 
by  the  Holy  Spirit,  creating  me  anew,  enlightening 
me,  quickening  me,  raifing  me  in  life,  circumcifing 
my  heart  to  love,  I  am  come  to  life,  and  at  reft  in  him 
that  lives  in  me,  and  works  in  me,  and  gives  me  to 
live,  and  work,  and  reft  in  him.  For  there  are  the 
fabbath-day's  works,  even  works  of  love,  works  of 
life,  works  of  righteoufnefs  and  holinefs,  works  that 
the  Lord  works  in  the  fouls  in  whom  he  dwells  and 
refts,  and  which  they  in  the  pure  reft,  peace,  and  joy 
of  life,  work  in  the  Lord  their  God,  who  works  all 
their  works  in  them  and  for  them. 

Now  in  this  gofpel-difpenlation,  or  in  this  difpenfa- 
tion  of  the  Son  in  Spirit,  all  other  difpenfations  are 
gathered  and  wrapped  up,  and  thoroughly  experienced 
by  the  foul  that  travels  with  and  is  led  by  thrift,  in 
this  his  gofpel-difpenfation. 

As  firft.  There  is  Mofes  in  Spirit  known  and  travel- 
led through.  There  is  the  miniftration  of  the  law  in 
the  Spirit  inwardly  commanding  known,  heard,  felt, 
received,  before  the  gofpel-power  is  given  to  perform. 
And  here  is  hard  travel  and  fore  exercifes.  Here  the 
Father  is  known  commanding,  and  the  foul  confents 
and  would  fain  obey,  but  finds  the  law  in  the  mem- 
bers rebelling  againft  the  law  which  the  mind  hath  a 
fenfe  of,  and  defires  after. 

Then  afterwards  comes  the  difpenfation  of  the  pro- 
phets, wherein  there  are  prophecies  of  a  better  ftate 
to  come,  openings  of  the  mercy  and  love  which  is  to 
be  manifefted  in  the  latter  days,  at  the  end  of  thefc 
trials  and  exercifes,  wherein  the  foul  hath  promifes 
from  God,  that  the  righteoufnefs  fhall  be  revealed, 
that  power  to  become  a  fon  fhall  be  given,  and  the 
enemy's  ftrength  broken,  and  the  bowed  down  foul 
raifcd  uy  from  under  his  oppreflion,  and  the  Lord  fhall 

tread 
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tread  him  under  the  feet  of  the  poor  and  needy,  and 
the  hungry  and  thirfty  fhall  be  filled  with  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  the  meek  come  to  inherit  God's  earth,  and 
the  beggar  come  from  the  dunghill,  be  raifed  up  in 
the  power  of  life,  to  fit  among  princes,  even  the 
princes  in  the  heavenly  glory  of  God's  everlafting 
kingdom. 

After  this  fucceeds  John's  miniftry  in  Spirit,  even 
the  levelling  the  mountains,  the  raifing  up  the  vallies> 
the  preparing  the  way  for  the  King  of  glory,  that 
he  may  come  in  and  reveal  his  glory  inwardly.  For 
not  in  the  time  of  the  law  inwardly,  nor  in  the  time 
of  the  prophecies  inwardly  j  but  after  the  foul  is 
exercifed  and  prepared  inwardly  (that  being  wafted 
which  hindered,  that  raifed  up  which  lay  low,  thac 
made  ftraight  which  lay  crooked,  that  made  plain 
that  was  rough,  and  fo  the  way  is  prepared  and  fitted 
for  the  great  appearance  of  the  great  God  and  Saviour, 
in  the  pure,  bright  gofpel  glory,  Spirit,  and  power), 
doth  the  King  come  fuddenly  into  his  temple;  noc 
when  the  foundation  is  laid,  but  when  Slon  is  built 
up,  doth  God  appear  in  his  glory  therein.  Read  Ifa, 
xl.  -],  4,  5.  and  confider.  After  John's  coming  in  a 
body  of  flefh,  and  preparing  the  way  by  his  outward 
miniftry,  Chrift  came  in  a  body  of  flefti,  and  was  re- 
vealed as  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,  full  of 
grace  and  truth,  by  the  life.  Spirit,  and  power  that 
that  body  was  filled  with.  And  after  John  comes  in 
Spirit,  and  prepares  the  way  in  any  heart,  by  the 
mighty  and  eftecStual  operation  of  his  miniftry  there, 
then  Chrift  comes  after  him  in  Spirit,  in  the  great 
power  and  glory  of  the  Father,  and  the  Father  is 
revealed,  and  the  Son  alfo  in  the  Spirit  of  light,  life, 
love,  and  rightcoufnefs,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is 
beht-ld  with  open  fice,  in  the  glafs  of  life  and  rightc- 
oufnefs, and  the  foul  is  changed  into  the  fame 
image,  and  partakes  of  the  heavenly  glory,  and  is 
married  or  joined  to  the  Lord,  to  become  one  fpiric 
with  him,  and  hath  fellowftiip  with  the  Father  and  the 
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Son  in  the  light  of  life;    and   this  is  the  gofpel-ftate 
and  glory,  and  there  is  not  another. 

Now  take  one  fcripture  more  which  fums  up  all 
difpenfations,  and  fets  up  the  difpenfation  of  the  Son 
in  Spirit  as  the  laft,  as  the  difpenfation  of  the  laft  days. 
It  is  Heb.  i.  i.  read  but  what  things  are  fpoken  of  to 
be  brought  to  pafs  in  the  laft  days  of  the  great  gofpel- 
glory,  to  be  revealed  then  of  the  perfed:  redeeming  to 
God,  and  centering  in  him,  of  being  married  to  him, 
and  becoming  one  with  him,  &c.  and  of  the  Son's 
being  the  minifter  in  the  gofpel-ftatc,  by  the  Spirit 
and  power  of  the  endlefs  life,  to  bring  it  all  forth, 
and  accomplifh  it  in  the  hufbandry  and  building  of 
God.  Confider  the  place  ;  at  fundry  times,  and  in 
divers  manners,.  God  fpake  in  times  paft  by  Mofes, 
by  the  prophets,  by  John;  but  now  the  laft  days  are 
come,  now  the  laft  difpenfation  is  come,  now  the 
covenant  wherein  God  himfelf  is  the  teacher,  is  come, 
now  the  time  of  building  the  Sion,  the  Jerufalem, 
wherein  God  himfelf  will  dwell  for  ever,  is  comCj 
now  the  light  of  the  city  of  God  is  come,  which  is 
an  eternal  light,  an  unchangeable  light.  Now  the 
Spirit  of  love,  which  brings  up  the  gofpel-life,  is 
come,  and  edifies  the  holy  gofpel-building,  in  the 
gofpel-love  and  life.  Oh!  the  light,  oh!  the  life,  oh! 
the  love,  oh!  the  righteoufnefs,  oh!  the  divine  nature, 
which  is  now  revealed  and  partook  of  in  the  Son! 
He  is  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory ;  and  thi- 
ther he  brings  his.  What  would  ye  have  more?  He 
deftroys  antichrift  inwardly,  by  the  brightnefs  of  his 
coming  or  appearing.  Oh!  the  defolations  that  he 
makes  inwardly  of  fin  and  iniquity  in  the  hearts  of 
his  1  He  is  the  exprefs  image  (or  engraving)  of  his 
Father's  fubftance ;  and  he  makes  thee,  who  art  one 
with  him  in  his  Spirit  of  life  and  love,  of  the  fame 
image  with  him.  He  tranflateth  thee  out  of  Satan's 
image,  into  his  very  image.  His  light,  his  life,  his 
love,  his  righteoufnefs,  his  divine  nature,  doth  not 
wax  old  as  a  garment,    but  endure  and  remain  the 

fame 
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fame  for  ever.  He  is  Alpha  and  Omega.  There  was 
nothing  before  him,  nor  Ihall  be  after  him.  There  is 
no  other  thing  appertaining  to  life  and  godlinefs,  but 
what  he  now  difpenfeth  in  the  gofpel;  no  other  king- 
dom, but  Vk'hat  (lands  in  the  power  of  the  life  and 
righteoufnefs,  which  is  now  revealed  in  the  peace, 
love,  and  joy  of  the  Spirit.  The  gofpel-building  is 
his  houfe-,  and  he  is  faithful  in  all  his  houfe,  as  a  Son, 
having  received  all  power  from  his  Father,  to  gather 
fully,  to  preferve  fully,  to  build  up  fully,  to  leaven 
fully  with  life  and  righteoufnefs,  even  in  foul,  body, 
and  fpirit,  to  lead  into  the  Holy  Land,  and  to  enable 
to  keep  the  holy  fabbath  there,  even  to  ceafe  from  (in, 
and  every  thing  that  burdens  the  life,  and  to  reft  in 
God,  and  not  work  any  thing  of  ourfclves  any  more, 
but  to  feel  the  Spirit  of  life,  love,  and  power  work  in 
us.  And  his  yoke  of  life,  his  yoke  of  love,  his  yoke 
of  the  power,  is  the  pure  gofpel-liberty  comprehend- 
ed in.  The  Lord  Jefus  did  appear  in  fiefh ;  but  now 
he  appears  in  Spirit,  and  is  Spiritj  giving  himfelf  to 
be  life  and  Spirit  in  his.  And  where  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  is,  there  is  liberty;  and  every  thing  \vhich  is  of 
a  ficfhly  nature,  which  deceiveth  and  nnbondageth, 
v/herein  the  pure  liberty  is  not,  he  difcovercth,  and 
keepeth  his  out  of,  that  fo  they  may  iland  faft  in  the 
pure  liberty  of  the  light,  life,  and  love  of  his  Holy 
Spirit,   wherewith  he  maketh  his  free. 

The  Eighteenth  of  the 
9th  Month,   1678. 

1.    P. 
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SOME 


EXPERIENCES, 

Which  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  give  me, 
concerning  his  Way,  his  Truth,  his  Church 
and  People,  again  ft  whom  the  Gates  of  Hell 
cannot  prevail. 


Firfiy^T  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  manifeft  to  me, 
_£  that  there  is  a  light  wherewith  he  (in  his 
tender  mercy,  love,  and  good-will)  enlighteneth  man- 
kind. This  light  I  have  found  my  own  foul  enlight- 
ened with,  even  from  my  very  childhood,  though  I 
never  took  notice  of  it  to  be  what  it  is,  till  the  Lord 
manifefted  it  to  me.  But  ever  fince  it  pleafed  the 
Lord  to  manifeft  it  to  me,  and  to  turn  my  mind  to  it, 
I  have  found  it  to  ftiine  inwardly  in  my  heart,  even  as 
the  outward  light  of  the  fun  ftiineth  outwardly  to  the 
outward  eye. 

Secotidlyy  By  this  light  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to 
give  me  the  diftin(5lion  of  things  inwardly  in  my  own 
heart.  The  Lord  hath  ft»ewn  me  by  it  evil  and  good 
in  my  own  heart,  and  taught  me  to  chufe  the  good,  and 
rcfufe  the  evil.  So  that  as  my  eye  hath  been  turned 
to  this  light,  and  kept  to  this  light,  I  have  known 
and  walked  in  the  way  of  life;  for  the  power  which 
hath  appeared  in  this  light,  hath  created  me  anew, 
made  me  a  child  of  light,  and  taught  and  caufed  me 
to  walk  in  this  light,  as  God  is  in  the  light.  And  in 
this  light  I  have  experienced  fellowfhip  with  the  Father 
who  is  light,  and  with  his  Son  who  is  light  alfo,  and 
with  all  the  children  of  light. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdfyy  In  this  light  (being  gathered  out  of  dark- 
nefs  into  it,  and  abiding  in  it)  I  have  had  remiflion 
of  fins.  For  no  fin  is  laid  to  the  charge  of  any  foul 
that  abides  in  this  light,  but  only  to  fuch  as  continue 
in  darknefs,  or  go  out  from  it  into  darknefs.  This  I 
have  had  the  conftant  experience  of  from  my  firft 
diftinft  knov/ledge  of  God's  truth;  for  I  never  found, 
at  any  time,  any  condemnation,  while  I  abode  in  the 
pure  light  of  God's  Holy  Spirit,  and  blefl^ed  witnefs; 
but  if  at  any  time  I  hearkened  to  the  enemy,  the 
prince  of  darknefs,  and  went  by  his  allurements  into 
darknefs,  I  ftill  met  with  condemnation  there. 

Fourthly^  In  this  light  I  have  received  power  to  be- 
come a  Son  to  God.  Oh!  it  is  unutterable  to  relate 
what  power  is  here  received  againft  the  foul's  enemies, 
and  to  do  the  will  of  God!  Indeed,  in  the  light  there 
is  power;  yea,  full  power,  fuitable  to  every  foul's 
condition.  There  needs  no  more  power  (no  not  to 
the  highefl  condition)  than  what  is  laid  up,  and  to 
be  received  in  this  light.  All  the  power  of  darknefs  is 
communicated  in  the  darknefs,  to  the  children  of 
darknefs;  and  all  the  power  of  light  is  communicated 
in  the  light,  to  the  children  of  light.  In  the  light 
there  is  an  holy  will  and  ability  given  daily  more  and 
more,  and  the  unholy  will  and  ability  (which  trou- 
bleth  the  holy  feed)  removed  out  of  the  way. 

Fifthly^  In  this  light  I  know  the  true  church,  the 
holy  gathering  by  the  gofpel-fpirit  and  power;  for 
none  are  the  true  church  in  the  gofpel-days  but  fuch. 
The  law-church  was  a  company  of  Jews  after  the  flefh, 
circLimcifed  in  flelh,  to  keep  the  outward  law  of 
commandments;  but  the  gofpel- church  is  a  com- 
pany of  believers  after  the  Spirit,  circumcifed  in  Spirit, 
to  keep  the  inward  law,  even  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of 
life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  which  makes  free  from  the  law 
of  fin  and  death.  So  that  all  the  gofpel-church  are 
children  of  the  true  woman,  growing  up  in  the  holy 
liberty  from  the  bondage  of  fin  and  corruption,  unto 
the  royal  law  of  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs.  So  that 
being  in  the  light,  I  fee  the  children  of  light,   and 
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know  that  the  holy  gathering,  even  the  gofpel- church, 
are  fuch,  and  that  none  elfe  can  be  of  the  gofpel- 
chiirch,  having  (out  of  the  light)  nothing  of  the 
nature  of  the  gofpel -church  or  Spirit  in  them.  Ye 
may  as  well  make  a  man  without  the  nature  of  a  man, 
as  a  Chriftian  without  the  nature  of  a  Chriftian.  He 
was  not  a  Jew  outward  under  the  law,  without  the 
nature  of  a  Jew  outward  j  nor  is  he  a  Jew  inward 
under  the  gofpel,  without  the  nature  of  a  Jew  inward. 
And  as  the  law-church  confifted  of  Jews  outward,  fo 
the  gofpel-church  confifted  of  Jews  inward ;  which 
are  children  of  light,  and  not  of  darkncfs,  and  can  be 
known  only  by  them  who  are  in  the  true  light.  So 
that  the  Lord  having  mercifully  gathered  me  into  his 
gofpel-light,  thefe  things  (in  his  gofpel-light)  have 
been  clearly  feen  by  me. 

Sixthly  J  In  this  light  I  know  the  gofpel-worfliip,  the 
worfhip  which  lies  not  in  the  darknefs  of  man's  ap- 
prehenfions,  but  in  the  light  which  fhines  from  God 
in. the  heart.  For  the  children  of  God  are  taught  in 
the  light,  know  God  their  Father  in  his  own  pure 
light,  and  worfhip  in  the  lights  wherein  they  are 
taught  by  him  to  know  him.  They  worfhip  in  the 
truth.  They  are  led  by  the  Spirit  of  light  and  truth, 
out  of  darknefs,  out  of  deceit,  out  of  all  kind  of 
error  and  unrighteoulhefs-,  and  they  worfhip  in  truth, 
and  in  the  Spirit,  into  which  they  are  led,  and  in 
which  there  is  no  deceit  nor  error.  They  gather  toge- 
ther in  the  Son's  name  (in  his  living  name,  oh!  wait 
to  underftand  that) !  And  there  the  Son  is  in  the 
midfl  of  them,  and  his  life  and  Spirit  intercedes  in 
them;  and  in  his  name  they  offer  up  the  righteous 
facrificesj  the  holy  facrifices  of  life,  and  the  pure 
incenfe,  in  which  the  Father  is  greatly  delighted,  and 
fmells  a  fweet  fmell  and  favour  of  reft. 

Seventhlyy  In  this  light  I  have  experienced  the  good 
confcience,  even  the  confcience  which  anfwers  to 
truth,  and  will  not  anfwer  to  unrighteoufnefs.  Indeed 
in  this  light  I  have  felt  my  heart  fprinkled  from  an 
evil  confcience  (I  teftify  it  in  deep  humility  of  fpirit, 
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and  in  great  thankfulnefs  towards  the  Lord).  The 
darknefs  defiles  and  ftains  ;  but  in  the  pure  light  the 
heart  is  waflied,  clean  fed,  and  fanftified,  from  whence 
arifeth  the  anfv;er  of  a  good  confcience  towards  God. 
And  in  this  light  the  confcience  is  ftill  kept  good; 
but  though  it  hath  its  habitation  in  the  light,  if  it 
keep  not  its  habitation,  but  go  out  from  thence  into 
the  darknefs,  it  is  foon  defiled  and  corrupted  again. 

Eighthly^  I  have,  and  (blefs  the  Lord)  daily  do  ftill 
experience  faith,  the  heavenly  faith  of  the  new  birth, 
the  precious  gift  of  God  to  his  own  children,  in  this 
pure  blefled  light  of  the  Son  of  God,  which  fhines 
from  the  heavenly  glory  into  the  hearts  of  his  redeem- 
ed ones.  Unbelief  came  at  firll  from  the  darknefs, 
and  lodgeth  in  the  darknefs,  ilTuing  thence  into  thofe 
that  give  ear  to  the  dark  fpirit;  but  faith  fprings  from 
the  holy  root  of  life  in  the  heart.  Here  I  cannot  but 
believe,  and  alio  know  him  in  whom  I  do  believe, 
who  is  the  holy  power  of  life  and  light,  who  oppofeth 
and  overcometh  the  prince  of  darknefs,  who  hath  the 
power  of  death.  And  in  the  light  God  carries  on  the 
work  of  faith  with  power;  and  unbelief,  which  flops  it, 
is  not  able  to  enter  the  minds  of  thofe,  who  are  flayed 
upon  the  Lord  in  his  pure  light. 

Ninthfyy  In  the  light  I  tafle  and  enjoy  the  pure  peace, 
which  paffeth  man's  underftanding.  In  the  darknefs 
is  condemnation  and  trouble,  as  man's  mind  comes  to 
be  awakened  ;  but  in  the  light  is  righteoufnefs,  jufti- 
fication,  and  peace,  to  all  that  dwell  and  abide  there. 
Perfect  peace  the  mind  here  grows  up  into,  which  the 
enemy  cannot  break  or  interrupt.  Indeed,  in  the  dark- 
nefs, out  of  the  light,  the  peace  that  is  there  is  eafily 
broken  ;  but  never  in  the  light  is  the  true  peace 
broken. 

'J'enthly,  In  the  light  I  have  experience  of  the  kill- 
ing or  mortifying  of  that  which  is  contrary  to  the 
light.  "  I  kill,  I  make  alive,  faith  the  Lord."  In- 
deed he  doth  fo  in  and  by  his  light.  Doth  not  light 
expel  darknefs  in  the  figure  ?  Much  more  doth  it  fo 
in  the  fubftance.    Light  drives  away  darknefs,  banifii- 

L  1  4  eth 


$2^        Some   EXPERIENCES,  &c. 

eth  darknefs,  deftroyeth  darknefs,  in  the  mind  that  is 
truly  enlightened  by  the  Lord,  and  fingly  gives  up  to 
his  light.  Oh!  the  defolations  of  darknefs  (the  works 
of  darknefs,  the  power  of  darknefs)  that  God  makes 
in  the  hearts  of  fuch  as  are  fenfible  of,  and  fubjed  to, 
the  light  of  his  Son  fhining  there.  The  Lord  there 
cuts  his  work  Ihort  in  righteoufnefs,  making  an  end 
of  the  kingdom  of  darknefs,  revealing  his  own  king- 
dom inftead  thereof,  and  gathering  and  tranflacing  the 
mind  thereinto. 

Eleventhly^  In  the  light  I  have  experience  of  the 
new  creation  in  Chrift  Jefus,  even  the  pafllng  away  of 
the  old  things,  and  the  new  things  coming  inftead 
thereof.  The  old  heart  gone,  the  hard  heart  gone, 
and  a  new  and  tender  one  inftead  thereof.  The  old 
law  of  fin  and  death  taken  out  of  the  way,  and 
the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life  in  Chrift  jefus  re- 
ceived in  the  place  thereof.  And  the  fear  of  the  new 
covenant  put  into  the  new  heart  (in  which  is  the  be- 
ginning and  perfeflion  of  the  heavenly  wifdom),  and 
the  Spirit  of  God  put  within,  to  enlighten,  enliven, 
and  fill  the  mind  with  life  and  righteoufnefs,  and  caufe 
it  to  walk  with  God  in  tlie  new  and  living  way,  and  to 
know  his  ftatutes  and  judgments,  and  do  them. 

'Twelfthly,  In  the  light  the  gofpel-love  is  known  and 
fprings,  In  the  darknefs  is  enmity;  but  in  the  light 
is  love.  It  is  true  indeed,  that  here  the  whole  law  is 
fulfilled,  even  of  loving  the  Lord  God  with  all  the 
heart,  foul,  mind,  and  ftrength,  and  one's  neighbour 
as  one's  felf.  Yea,  here  one  is  not  only  commanded 
to  love  enemies,  but  taught  and  enabled  fo  to  do. 
Yea,  keep  but  here  in  the  light,  no  enmity  can  fpring 
up,  but  only  love  to  the  greateft  enemies,  whom  we 
have  no  coals  of  wrath,  but  only  of  love  to  heap 
upon, 

'Thirtecnthly,  Here  I  meet  with,  and  partake  of,  a 
cool,  meek,  patient,  tender,  gentle,  quiet,  lowly  fpirit, 
which  is  of  the  Lord,  and  of  much  efteem  with  him. 
This  is  the  Lamb's  nature,  who  is  light  j  and  this  alfo 
is  their  nature  who  arc  of  the  Lamb,  and  walk  in  the 
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light  of  the  Lamb.     All  Efau's  roughnefs,  all  Ifhma-* 
el's  difdain  and  fcoffing,  all   Cain's   envy  ^nd  cruelty 
towards  his  brother,   is  of  the  darknefs,  whereof  Cain, 
Ifhmael,  and  Efau   are,  and  wherein  they  walk,   and 
their  offspring;  but  this  is  not  found  in  them  who  arc 
light  in  the  Lord,  and  who  walk  in  the  light,  as  he 
is  in  the  light.     And  in  patience  to  pofTefs  the  foul, 
and  to   be  tender  towards   finners,  meek,    quiet,  and 
humble  before  the  Lord,  and  of  a  gentle  fpirit  towards 
all.     Oh  I  who,  befides  the  children  of  light,  know 
the  precioufnefs   of  being  thus  created   by  the  Lord, 
and  of  thus  walking   before  him,  in  the  light  of  the 
Lord  Jefus,  in  the  renewings  of  the  mind  by  him,  in 
the   life   and   power,    wherein   he    anew   createth    and 
changeth,    thefe  things  become  natural.     For  in  the 
light,  whatever  is  of  the  darknefs,  whatever  is  corrupt, 
whatever  is  of  the  deviFs  kingdom,  is  difcovered  and 
removed  from  them  that  take  up  the  light's  yoke;  and 
a  contrary  nature  planted  in  the  mind  inftead  thereof, 
which  brings  forth  quite   other  fruits,  even  of  a  con- 
trary kind  to  what  the  darknefs  brought  forth  before. 
So  that  as  it  was   faid  of  Chrifl:,  Behold  the  Lamb  of 
God  ;  fo  it  may  be  faid  of  them,   behold  the  lambs  of 
God,  who  are  fweet,  meek,  gentle,  lowly  in  heart  like 
him,  bringing  forth  fruits  like  him,  and  walking  like 
fheep  among  wolves,  as  he  alfo  walked. 

Laftlyy  (To  mention  no  more)  Here,  in  the  light, 
I  meet  with  certainty,  aiTurance,  fatisfaftion  ;  yea,  in- 
fallibility. I  meet  with  the  evidence  and  demonftra- 
tion  of  God's  Spirit,  which  is  infallible.  I  meet  with 
God's  witnefs,  which  is  an  infallible  witnefs.  I  meet 
with  God's  Spirit,  which  is  an  infallible  Spirit,  who 
infallibly  leads  into  all  truth,  and  infallibly  guides  in 
the  truth.  I  meet  with  an  infallible  fhepherd,  who 
hath  an  infallible  voice,  and  gives  to  his  flieep  an  in- 
fallible ear,  wherewith  they  infallibly  hear.  He  opens 
an  infallible  eye,  and  gives  to  it  an  infallible  fight  of 
God,  and  the  heavenly  myfteries  of  his  kingdom. 
The  Spirit  breathes  infallibly,  begets  infallibly,  leads 
infallibly,  creates  a  new  heart,  a  right  fpirit;  which 
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heart,  which  fpirit,  is  of  God's  infallible  nature,  like 
him-,  for  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit  is  Spirit. 
That  which  is  born  of  man's  fallible  fpirit  and  wifdom 
is  fallible  -,  but  that  which  is  born  of  God's  Spirit 
and  heavenly  wifdom,  is  of  the  nature  of  his  Spirit 
and  wifdom  i  and  hence  it  is  that  wifdom  is  jultified  of 
her  children.  The  apofVle  fpeaks  to  the  Galatians  of 
having  begun  in  the  Spirit,  chap.  iii.  3.  and  did  they 
not  begin  in  that  which  is  infallible  ?  And  if  they 
went  on  in  the  Spirit,  did  they  not  go  on  in  that  which 
is  infallible  ?  I  never  found  the  light  deceive  me,  nor 
did  I  ever  find  the  birth  of  God's  Spirit,  the  holy 
cleft  feed,  deceived  in  me.  And  the  new  and  living 
way,  wherein  this  birth  walks,  is  infallible,  in  which 
there  is  no  erring  by  thofe  who  eye  the  Lord,  and 
follow  his  Spirit  therein.  This  is  the  way  caft  up, 
(the  way  of  holinefs,  life,  and  peace,  for  the  ranfomcd 
and  redeemed  of  the  Lord  to  walk  in,  in  the  gofpel- 
days,  in  which  the  wayfaring  men,  though  fools,  fhall 
not  err,  Ifa.  xxxv.  8.  The  Lord,  who  hath  promifed, 
is  able  to  make  it  good.  The  Lord  make  it  more  and 
more  manifeft,  and  bring  more  and  more  people  into 
it,  and  keep  them  in  the  guidance  of  his  bjefled 
Spirit  of  truth,  that  they  may  fee  his  light,  and  walk 
therein,  and  not  let  in  any  temptations  from  the  fpirit 
of  darknefs,  and  fo  follow  him,  and  mifs  of  the  guide 
vnto,  and  the  preferver  in,  the  new  and  living  way. 
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I  DO  not  fay  that  I,  as  a  man,  am  infallible,  or 
that  any  of  us  as  men  are  infallible  ;  but  God's 
light,  God's  grace,  God's  truth,  God's  Spirit,  God's 
wifdom  and  power,  is  infallible  ;  and  fo  far  as  \vc 
partake  of  that,  are  gathered  into,  and  abide  in  that, 
we  partake  of  that  which  is  infallible,  and  are  gather- 
ing into,  and  abide  in  rhat,  which  is  infallible.  And 
oh  !  let  not  men  reil  in,  or  be  contented  with,  that 
knowledge  which  is  fallible,  but  prefs  after  unity  and 
fellowHiip  with  the  Lord  in  his  infallible  fpirit -,  there 
being  no  true  union  nor  feilowfliip  with  him  in  any 
thing  that  is  fallible. 

Oh  !  that  Proteftants,  Papifls,  Jews,  Turks,  Indi- 
ans, did  all  know  and  own  this  light,  that  there  might 
be  an  end  of  the  darknefs  and  milery,  wherewith  man- 
kind hath  been  fo  long  overwhelmed  ;  and  happinefs 
both  in  particular  nations,  and  in  the  whole  world, 
might  be  experienced  in  the  ftead  thereof.  For  mens 
erring  from  the  light  and  fpirit  of  God,  hath  been 
the  caufe  of  all  their  mifery  ;  and  their  returning  to 
the  light  and  Spirit  of  God  (from  which  all  have 
erred)  will  take  away  the  caufe  of  their  mifery,  and 
in  it  (as  they  faithfully  fubjecl  to  the  Lord  and  travel 
therein)  they  fiiall  find  his  power,  love,  and  mercy 
revealed,  towards  their  reftoriiig  unto  happinefs. 

Thirty-firft  of  the  5th 
Month,  1679. 

L  P. 
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CONCERNING     THE 

TIMES  and  SEASONS, 

Both  which  have  Been,  and  which  are  yet  to  Be. 


WHEN  God  made  man  in  his  own  image,  placing 
him  in  paradife,  and  giving  him  dominion 
©ver  the  works  of  his  hands ;  then  was  a  time  of  great 
joy  to  Adam  and  Eve,  and  (hould  have  ftill  been  fo 
to  them,  and  all  mankind,  had  they  continued  in  the 
ftate  wherein  they  were  created. 

When  Eve,  and  by  her  means  Adam,  hearkened  to 
the  voice  of  the  ferpent,  difobeyed  the  Lord  their 
Creator,  afpiring  after  wifdom,  and  the  knowledge  of 
good  and  evil,  out  of  God's  way  ;  then  was  a  feafon 
of  mifery  to  Adam  and  all  his  pofterity ;  the  holy  and 
heavenly  image  being  loft,  and  a  curfed  image  gained 
in  the  ftead  thereof,  and  fo  man  thruft  out  of  paradife, 
and  the  bleflednefs  thereof,  into  the  earth,  which  was 
curfed  for  man's  fake.  So  in  this  ftate,  fin  and  the 
curfe  is  man's  portion,  inftead  of  the  holinefs  and 
bleflednefs,  which  his  Creator  had  allotted  him. 

When  God  promifed  the  blefled  feed,  and  revealed 
himfelf  to  the  fathers  in  the  faith,  begetting  fons  to 
himfelf,  who  heard  his  voice,  obeyed  and  walked  with 
him  J  then  was  a  blefled  time  and  feafon  to  them^ 
though  fin  and  death  reigned  in  the  world.  But  when 
the  fons  of  God  alfo  forgat  him,  and  mingled  their 
feed  with  the  corrupted  world,  then  the  deluge  came, 
fweeping  away  all  but  Noah  with  his  family,  and  the 
creatures  faved  in  the  ark. 

When  the  Lord  chofe  the  Jews  to  be  a  people  to 
himfelf,  from  amidft  all  nations,  delivering  them  by 
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his  out-ftretched  arm  out  of  Egypt,  deftroying  Pha-, 
raoh  and  his  hoft,  and  led  them  through  the  wilder- 
nefs,  fitting  the  fucceeding  generation  for  the  good 
land,  bringing  them  into  it,  blefling  and  eftablifliing 
them  in  it,  while  they  feared  him  and  walked  in  cove- 
nant with  him,  then  was  a  blefled  time  and  feafon  with 
that  people.  But  when  they  provoked  God,  broughc 
his  judgments  often,  and  at  lalt  utter  ruin  and  defo- 
lation  upon  themielves,  then  were  feafons  of  great 
mifery  and  diftrefs,  and  at  laft  of  utter  deftrudion  to 
them. 

While  the  Gentiles  were  caft  off,  and  were  no  peo- 
ple, being  of  the  corrupt  feed  which  God  hath  not 
chofen,  nor  had  any  delight  in,  and  while  they  knew 
not  the  living  God,  but  worfliipped  flocks  and  (tones, 
and  fo  were  liable  to  the  pouring  down  of  his  wrath 
and  indignation  upon  all  occafions,  and  to  utter  ruin 
and  deftru6lion,  when  their  iniquities  were  full,  it  was 
a  fad  time  and  feafon  with  them,  wherein  they  were 
eftranged  from  the  life  of  God,  and  his  holy  covenant 
of  promife,  and  were  without  God  in  the  world. 

When  the  Lord  preached  the  gofpel  to  the  Gentiles, 
by  his  holy  apofties  and  minifters,  manifefting  Chrift 
to  them,  the  hope  of  glory,  the  myftery  hid  from 
ages  and  generations,  engrafting  them  into  the  holy 
vine  and  olive-tree,  giving  them  to  partake  of  the 
fweetnefs  and  fatnefs  thereof,  even  of  the  riches  of  his 
grace  and  goodnefs  in  his  Son,  who  is  eternal  life,  and 
gives  eternal  life  to  all  his;  then  was  fuch  a  time  and 
feafon  of  love,  grace,  mercy,  and  peace  from  God 
our  Father,  and  from  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  (both  to- 
wards Jews  and  Gentiles)  as  had  not  been  known  in 
the  world  before. 

When  the  Chriftian  church  apoftatized,  the  love  in 
many  waxing  cold,  men  minding  the  name  of  Chrifti- 
anity,  and  form  of  godlinefs,  but  not  the  life  and 
power,  and  fo  the  Lord  was  provoked  againft  them, 
to  remove  their  candleftick  out  of  its  place,  and  give 
up  the  outward  court  to  the  Gentiles,  and  fo  the  Spirit 
was  loft  and  departed  from,  the  life  loft,  the  power 

loft. 
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loll,  the  everlafling  gofpel  hid  from  mens  eyes,  and 
darknefs  and  mens  inventions  fet  up  inftead  thereof,  in 
nations,  tongues,  and  people,  and  the  witnefles  to  any 
appearances  of  God's  living  truth  and  holy  power 
perfecuted  ;  then  was  a  fad  time,  then  was  a  feafon  of 
death  and  darknefs  reigning  over  all  nations,  kindreds, 
tongues,  and  people,  and  the  cup  of  fornication  drunk 
by  them  all,  and  all  generally  bewitched  by  it,  except 
thofe  whofe  names  are  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of 
life.  This  was  the  greatell  time  of  darknefs  (wherein 
the  myftery  of  iniquity  moft  deeply  wrought  in  the 
deepeft  ways  of  deceit)  that  ever  was  in  the  world. 

When  the  church  comes  again  out  of  the  wildernefs, 
when  the  Spirit  and  power  of  God  builds  up  again  the 
gofpel' church  in  its  primitive  glory,  when  the  everlafl- 
ing gofpel  is  preached  again  to  all  nations,  kindreds, 
tongues  and  languages,  in  the  authority  and  power  of 
God,  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  poured  out  plenti- 
fully on  his  fons  and  daughters,  and  they  prophefy, 
walk,  and  live  in  it,  when  God  dwells  and  walks  in  his 
people,  and  his  true  light  fhines  in  them,  difpelling  the 
darknefs  thoroughly,  and  filling  them  with  the  glory 
and  majefty  of  the  Lord,  and  they  afcend  up,  out  of  the 
world's  fpirit  and  nature,  into  his  fpirit  and  nature, 
even  in  the  fight  of  their  enemies,  and  the  full  wrath 
of  the  Lamb  be  poured  out  on  Babylon,  and  the  full 
glory  revealed  in  Sion  -,  then  fhall  there  be  luch  a  day 
of  brightnefs  and  pure  heavenly  glory,  as  fhall  dazzle 
the  eyes  of  all  beholders. 

But  the  palTmg  away  of  this  night,  and  the  bringing 
forth  of  this  day,  will  be  very  terrible  and  dreadful, 
both  in  particulars  and  nations.  The  kingdoms  of  this 
world  mull  indeed  become  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord, 
and  of  his  Chrift  ;  but  it  will  require  great  power  to 
bring  it  about.  The  wrath  and  ftrength  of  the  fpirit  of 
darknefs  will  be  working  againfl  the  Lord  and  his  power 
to  the  utmoft  ;  and  the  more  it  works  againft  the  Lord 
and  his  power,  the  more  will  the  Lord's  power,  and  the 
wrath  of  the  Lamb,  be  revealed  againft  that  fpirit,  and 
againfl  all  its  devices  and  undertakings  againfl  the  coun- 
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fel  and  power  of  the  Lord.  Oh  !  blefled  are  they  that 
are  of  the  Lamb's  nature  and  Spirit,  of  his  righteouf- 
ncfs  and  meeknefs ;  for  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb  will  not 
be  kindled  againft  them,  but  he  will  be  a  munition  of 
rocks  unto  them,  and  their  inward  life  fhall  be  pre- 
ferved,  and  they  fhall  enjoy  peace  with  the  Lord  in  the 
midil  of  all  that  fliall  outwardly  befall  them. 

Mefborow  in  Kent, 
2zd  of  the  Sixth 
Month,   1679. 


The  everlafling  gofpel  hath  been  preached  in  this 
nation  (and  alfo  other  nations),  juft  after  that  very 
manner  as  it  was  foretold  it  fhould,  Rev.  xiv.  26. 
"  Saying  with  a  loud  voice,  Fear  God,  and  give  glory 
*^  to  him  ;  for  the  hour  of  his  judgment  is  come  ;  and 
"  worfhip  him  that  made  heaven  and  earth,  and  the 
"  fca,  and  fountains  of  waters." 

Now  they  that  have  heard  this  bleffed  found  of  the 
everlafting  gofpel,  and  have  learned  to  fear  God  with 
this  fear  which  the  gofpel  calls  for  (which  is  the  fear  of 
the  new  covenant,  which  is  not  taught  by  the  precepts 
of  men,  but  which  God  puts  into  the  heart  in  the  new 
covenant),  and  to  give  glory  to  him,  bowing  to  him, 
and  learning  righteoufnefs  of  him,  in  the  hour  of  his 
judgment  upon  their  fouls,  and  have  worfhipped  him, 
and  him  only,  in  his  Spirit  and  truth,  which  is  the 
gofpel-worfliip,  or  the  worfhip  of  God  according  to  the 
everlafting  gofpel  •,  thefe  are  accounted  with  God  know- 
ers  and  obeyers  of  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
Thefe  are  a  peculiar  people  to  God,  whom  he  hath 
taken  an  efpecial  care  of,  and  whom  he  will  hide  under 
the  fiiadow  of  his  wings,  and  in  the  iecret  of  his  pa- 
vilion, while  his  wrath  is  poured  out  upon  peoples  and 
nations. 

But  others  that  have  not  been  gathered  under  the 
fliadow  of  God's  wings,  by  the  preaching  of  the  ever- 
lafting Gofpel,  who  have  not  known  or  obeyed  the 
found  thereof  J  when  the  ftorm  comes,  when  the  wrath 
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of  God  is  revealed  againft  all  ungodlinefs  and  unright- 
eoufnefs  of  men  (whereof  this  nation  is  full,  and  hath 
had  feveral  tokens  of  God's  great  difpleafure  for  a  long 
time),  they  will  not  find  a  fhelter,  though  they  flee  to 
the  rocks  and  mountains  to  hide  and  cover  them  from 
the  wrath  of  the  Lamb,  but  will  lie  open  to  the  ftroke 
of  the  overflowing  fcourge,  which  ufeth  to  overflow 
nations,  after  fuch  a  deluge  of  fin  as  hath  long  over- 
flowed this  nation.  Oh  !  that  men  could  hear  the 
voice  of  the  rod,  and  him  who  hath  appointed  it,  and 
feek  an  hiding-place,  and  enter  into  the  chamber  of 
reft  and  quietnefs  with  the  Lord,  until  the  indignation 
be  overpaft. 

Now  unto  any  whofe  hearts  are  touched  with  the 
fear  of  the  Lord,  and  the  fenfe  of  his  righteous  judg- 
ments and  wrath  due  to  this  nation  (which  doubtlefs 
have  come  in  part  already,  and  are  coming  fafter  and 
fafter,  and  entering  into  the  very  heart  and  bowels  of 
it),  and  who  would  efcape  the  ftroke  of  God*s  dreadful 
hand,  and  find  inward  reft  and  peace  with  him  in  the 
day  of  outward  trouble  and  fore  diftrefs  ; 

To  fuch,  a  few  words  of  advice,  very  early  this 
morning,  lay  upon  my  heart. 

Firji^  Seek  the  Lord  (Oh  !  do  not  feek  the  world, 
but  feek  the  Lord  who  redeems  out  of  the  fpirit  of  the 
world,  where  the  wrath  comes,  and  upon  which  it  is  to 
feize) !  And  "  feek  righteoufnefs,  feek  meeknefs  j  it 
"  may  be  ye  fliall  be  hid  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's  an- 
"  ger,"  Zeph.  ii.  3. 

Secondly,  Wait  upon  God,  that  ye  may  learn  of  him 
to  "  keep  your  heart  with  all  diligence,  for  out  of  it 
"  are  the  iflfues  of  life."  If  ever  ye  know  the  iflfues 
of  life,  ye  muft  know  them  there  ;  and  if  ye  know 
the  iflfues  of  life  there,  and  they  fweetly  iflTue  up,  and 
flow  into  your  fouls,  they  will  refrefli  and  delight  you 
in  the  midft  of  all  the  fore  afflidlions,  troubles,  and 
diftreflTes,  which  can  befall  you  outwardly.  Read  Pfal. 
xlvi.   and  confider. 

'Thirdly^  Mind  who  knocks  at  the  door  of  your 
hearts,  whether  it  be  the  deftroyer  or  Saviour  or  the 
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foul  -,  for  both  thefe  knock  often  at  the  door,  but  men 
are  not  aware  thereof.  And  wait  to  receive  power  from 
God  to  be  faithful  door-keepers,  that  ye  may  keep  the 
door  of  your  hearts  fhut  againil  the  enemy,  when  he 
knocks  with  any  temptation,  and  may  open  them  to 
the  Lord,  when  he  knocks  with  any  motion  or  pure 
Itirring  of  life. 

Fourthly^  Wait  to  know,  and  experience  truly,  and 
alfo  more  and  more,  the  Chriltian  Spirit  and  ftate,  the 
ftate  of  a  fervant  to  the  Father,  and  his  Son  Chriil,  the 
ftate  of  a  foldier,  the  ftate  of  a  pilgrim  and  holy  tra- 
veller-, to  be  doing  the  Lord's  work  (the  Lord's  will, 
and  not  your  own),  to  be  fighting  the  Lord's  battles, 
againft  his  and  the  foul's  enemies,  and  to  be  travelling 
further  and  further  out  of  the  fpirit,  mind,  and  nature 
of  this  world  (wherein  the  kingdom  of  darknefs  ftands) 
into  God's  Spirit,  where  the  kingdom  of  the  dear  Son 
is  known  and  entered  into,  by  thofe  that  deny  their  own 
wifdom,   and  become  as  little  children. 

Many  have  the  form  of  godlinefs,  who  are  not  ac- 
cepted of  the  Lord  ;  but  fuch  only  as  know  God's 
power,  and  are  led  by  his  Spirit,  fuch  are  indeed  in 
Chrift  Jefus  ;  for  the  holy  power  grafts  the  foul,  mind, 
and  fpirit  of  a  man,  into  the  holy  flock  and  root  of 
life.  And  fuch  know  the  new  creation  in  Chrift,  and 
the  works  of  the  new  creation,  which  they  perform  and 
walk  in  (being  God's  workmanfbi-p^  created  in  Chrift 
Jefus ^  unto  good  works.)  And  here  the  old  things  pafs 
away  (which  can  pafs  away  by  no  other  means,  but  by 
the  revealing  of  the  arm  and  powc-r  of  God  inwardly  in 
the  heart,  and  by  its  efflrcStual  operation  there),  and  fo 
all  things  become  new.  Now,  vvhcre  all  things  become 
new,  where  the  heart  is  new,  the  mind  and  fpirit  new, 
the  defires  new,  the  joys  and  delights  new,  the  life  and 
converfation  new,  and  the  ibul  walks  before  the  Lord, 
not  after  the  flefli,  but  after  the  fpirit,  even  in  the 
newnefs  thereof  ;  what  is  there  for  the  wrath  of  God  to 
feize  upon  ? 

Though  the  Lord  be  a  confuming  fire,  yet  it  is  to 
his  enemies,  to  fin,  to  unrighteoufnefs,  to  the  chaffy. 
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earthly  mind  and  nature  ;  he  is  not  fo  to  his  children, 
to  the  wheat,  to  the  holy  feed,  to  them  that  are  new 
created  and  cleanfed  by  him,  to  them  that  fear  him, 
love  him,  walk  with  him,  keep  his  commandments, 
obey  the  gofpel  of  his  Son,  denying  all  for  him,  and 
following  the  Shepherd  and  Leader  of  their  fouls,  out 
of  all  untruth  and  unrighteoufnefs,  into  all  truth  and 
righteoufnefs.  Surely,  thefe  Ihall  not  only  be  able  to 
abide,  but-  dwell  with  the  devouring  fire,  and  everiaft- 
ing  burnings  -,  and  that  fhall  be  their  fafety  and  Ihelter, 
when  the  flames  thereof  break  forth  to  confume  and 
burn  .up  the  chaff  every  where. 

25  th  of  the  Sixth 
Month,  1679. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

TH  E  gofpel  religion  is  very  precious,  being  in- 
wardly felt  and  experienced  in  the  life  and  power 
of  it ;  but  a  bare  profeffion  of  it,  out  of  the  life  and 
power  of  godlinefs,  is  of  no  value  in  the  fight  of  God, 
nor  is  it  of  any  profit  or  advantage  to  the  foul. 


ISAAC    PENINGTON. 
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